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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The present Tolume contains, it is believed, all the Beports of 
general and permanent interest, made by Mr. Calhoun, daring his 
Congressional career, and while Secretary of War. There are, 
indeed, many other papers emanating from this Department daring 
his administration, of no little interest; — and which the Editor 
would gladly have incladed in this collection, if it coald have been 
done withoat rendering the Works too volaminoas. He hopes the 
selection he has. made will suffice to show the principles which 
governed his administration of the Department, and which ren- 
dered it the most memorable in the annals of the country ; — as 
well as his views, constitutional and economical, on subjects of a 
more general and comprehensive nature, during his services in the 
halls of Congress. 

The Editor cannot dismiss the volume from his hands without 
remarking that some of the Beports contained in it, originally 
appeared before the public under the sanction of other names. 
He feels, however, very confident that in now assigning them to 
their true author, he does no injustice to any one. The Beport 
of the Committee of Foreign Belations (November, 1811), ougjit, 
perhaps, to be excepted. The Editor is not fully assured that it 
was drawn up wholly by Mr. Calhoun. Yet there is one circum- 
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stance, independently of its style and the general opinion at the 
time, which would seem to strengthen the conclusion that he was 
its author. Mr. Porter of Pennsylvania was, indeed, the Chair- 
man of the Committee at the time, and presented the Report to 
the House ; but the circumstance referred to, if true, goes to show 
that he only held the position nominally. On the meeting of 
Congress, the Speaker (Mr. Clay) felt himself greatly embarrassed 
in deciding on the relative claims of Messrs. Lovmdes, Cheves and 
Calhoun, — all members from the same State, — to prominent posi- 
tions on the most important Committees. Mr. Calhoun, — the 
youngest of the three, — being told of this, immediately waited on 
Mr. Clay, and requested that his colleagues should be preferred. 
He was, however, placed second on the Committee of Foreign 
Relations; and, at the first meeting of its members, during his 
absence, he was, on motion of Mr. Porter, unanimously chosen to 
preside over their deliberations 

This account, if true, — and the Editor (though he speaks not 

9 

on the authority of Mr. Calhoun) has no reason to doubt it, — ^will 
at least excuse the error, if any there be, in placing the Report 
amongst his productiona. 

Meaoowobotk Dec lOth, 1854 
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REPORT 

On Foreign Relations, submitted to the House of 
Representatives, Nov. 29tli, 1811. 

The Committee to tohom was re/erred that part of the Presi- 
dent's Message, which relates to our Foreign affairs, beg 
leave to Report in part : — 

That they have endeavored to give the subject submitted 
to them, that full and dispassionate consideration which is 
due to one so intimately connected with the interest, the 
peace, the safety and honor of their country. 

Your committee will not encumber your journals and 
waste your patience with a detailed history of the various 
matters growing out of our foreign relations. The cold re- 
cital of wrongs, of injuries and aggressions, known and felt by 
every member of this Union, could have no other effect than 
to deaden the national sensibility and render the public mind 
callous to injuries with which it is already too familiar. 

Without recurring, then, to the multiplied wrongs of partial 
or temporary operation, of which we have so just cause of com- 
plaint against the two great belligerents, your committee will 
only call your attention, at this time, to the systematic ag- 
gressions of those powers, authorized by their edicts against 
neutral commerce — a system, which, as regarded its princi- 
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pies, was founded on pretensions that went to the subvereion 
of our national independence ; and which, although now 
abandoned by one power, is, in its broad and destructive op- 
erations as still enforced by the others, sapping the founda- 
tions of our prosperity. 

It is more than five years since England and France^ in 
violation of those principles of justice and public law, held 
sacred by all civilized nations, commenced this unprecedented 
system, by seizing the property of the citizens of the United 
States, peaceably pursuing their lawful commerce on the liigh 
seas. To shield themselves from the odium which such out- 
rages must incur, each of the belligerents sought a pretext in 
the conduct of the other — each attempting to justify his sys- 
tem of rapine as a retaliation for similar acts on the part of his 
enemy. As if the law of nations, founded on the eternal rules 
of justice, could sanction a principle, which if ingrafted in our 
municipal code could excuse the crime of one robber, upon the 
sole plea that the unfortunate object of his rapacity, was also a 
victim to the injustice of another. The fact of priority could 
be true as to one only of the parties ; and whether true or 
false, could furnish no ground of justification. 

The United States, thus unexpectedly and violently as- 
sailed by the two greatest powers in Europe, withdrew their 
citizens and property from the ocean ; and cherishing the 
blessing of peace, although the occasion would fully have jus- 
tified war, sought redress in an appeal to the justice and mag- 
nanimity of the belligerents. When this appeal had failed 
of the success due to its moderation, other means founded 
on the same pacific policy, but applying to the interests, in- 
stead of the justice of the belligerents, were resorted to. 
Such was the character of the non-intercourse and non-im- 
portation laws, which invited the return of both ix)wers to 
their former state of amicable relation, by ofiering commer- 
cial advantages to the one who should first revoke his 
hostile edicts, and imposing restrictions on the other. 
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France, at length, avaiUng herself of the proflfers made 
equally to her and her enemy, by the non-importation la^ 
of May, 1810, announced the repeal, on the first of the fol- 
lowing November, of the decrees of Berlin and Milan. And 
it aflfords a subject of sincere congratulation to be informed, 
through the oflScial organs of the Government, that those de- 
crees are, so far at least as our rights are concerned, really 
and practically at an end. 

It was confidently expected that this act on the part of 
France would have been immediately followed by a revoca- 
tion on the part of Great Britain of her orders in council. 
If our reliance on her justice had been impaired by the 
wrongs she had inflicted ; yet when she had plighted her faith 
to the world that the sole motive of her aggression on neu- 
tral commerce was to be found in the Berlin and Milan de- 
crees, we looked forward to the extinction of those decrees, 
as the period when the freedom of the seas would be again 
restored. In this reasonable expectation we have, however, 
been disappointed. A year has elapsed since the French de- 
crees were rescinded, and yet Great Britain, instead of re- 
tracting ^aW^cw^i^ that course of unjustifiable attack on neu- 
tral commerce in which she professed to be only the reluctant 
follower of France, has advanced with bolder and continually 
increasing strides. To the categorical demands lately made 
by our Government for the repeal of her orders in council, 
she has afiected to deny the practical extinction of the 
French decrees, and she has moreover advanced a new and 
anexpected demand, increasing in hostility the orders them- 
selves. 

She has insisted, through her accredited minister at this 
place, that the repeal of the orders in council must be pre- 
ceded, not only by the practical abandonment of the decrees 
of Berlin and Milan, so far as they infringe the neutral rights 
of the United States ; but by the renunciation on the part 
of France, of the whole of her system of commercial war- 
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fare against Great Britain, of which those decrees originally 
formed a part. 

This system is understood to consist in a course of meas- 
ures adopted by France and the other powers on the conti- 
nent subject to, or in alliance with her, calculated to prevent 
the introduction into their territories of the products and 
manufactures of Great Britain and her colonies, and to an- 
nihilate her trade with them. However hostile these regula- 
tions may be on the part of France towards Great Britain ; 
or however sensibly the latter may feel their eflfects, they are, 
nevertheless to be regarded only as the expedient . of one 
enemy against another, for which the United States, as a 
neutral power, can, in no respect, be responsible ; they are, too, 
in exact conformity with those which Great Britain has her- 
self adopted and acted upon in time of peace as well as war. 
And it is not to be presumed that Franco would yield to the 
unauthorized demand of America what she seems to have 
considered one of the most powerful engines of the present 
war. 

Such are the pretensions upon which Great Britain 
founds the violation of the maritime rights of the United 
States — pretensions not theoretical merely, but followed up 
by a desolating war upon our unprotected commerce. The 
ships of the United States, laden with the products of our 
own soil and labor, navigated by our own citizens and peace- 
ably pursuing a lawful trade, are seized on our own coasts, 
and at the very mouths of our harbors, condemned and con- 
fiscated. 

Your committee are not, however, of that sect whose 
worship is at the shrine of a calculating avarice. And while 
we are laying before you the just complaints of our merchants 
against the plunder of their ships and cargoes, we cannot 
refrain from presenting to the justice and humanity of our 
country the unhappy case of our impressed seamen. Al- 
though the groans of these victims of barbarity for the loss 
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of (what should be dearer to Americans than life) their liberty 
— although the cries of their wives and children in the pri- 
vation of protectors and parents, have, of late, been drowned 
in the louder clamor at the loss of property ; yet is the 
practice of forcing our mariners into the British navy, in 
violation of the rights of our flag, carried on with unabated 
rigor and severity. If it be our duty to encourage the fair 
and legitimate commerce of this country by protecting the 
property of the merchant, then indeed, by as much as life 
and liberty are more estimable than ships and goods, so 
much more impressive is the duty to shield the persons of 
our seamen, whose hard and honest services are employed, 
equally with those of the merchants in advancing, under the 
mantle of its laws, the interests of their country. 

To sura up, in a word, the great causes of complaint 
against Great Britain, your committee need only say — That 
the United States as a sovereign and independent power, 
claim the right to use the ocean, which is the common and ac- 
knowledged highway of nations, for the purpose of transport- 
ing in their own vessels, the products of their own soil and the 
acquisitions of their own industry, to a market in the port 
of friendly nations, and to bring home, in return, such articles 
as their necessities or convenience may require — always re- 
garding the rights of belligerents, as defined by the estab- 
lished laws of nations. Great Britain in defiance of this in- 
contestable right, captures every 'American vessel bound to, 
or returning from a port where her commerce is not favored : 
enslaves our seamen, and in spite of our remonstrances per- 
severes in these aggressions. 

To wrongs so daring in their character, and so disgrace- 
ful in their execution, it is impossible that the people of the 
United States should remain indiflferent. We must now 
tamely and quietly submit, or we must resist by those means 
which God has placed within our reach. 

Your committee will not cast a shade over the American 
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uame, by the expression of a doubt which branch of this 
alternative will be embraced. The occasion is now presented 
when the national character, misunderstood and traduced for 
a time by foreign and domestic enemies, should be vindicated. 

If we have not nished to a field of battle like the nations 
who are led by the mad ambition of a single chief or the 
avarice of a corrupted court, it has not proceeded from a fear 
of war, but from our love of justice and humanity. That 
proud spirit of liberty and independence, which sustained 
our fathers in the successful assertion of their liberties 
against foreign aggression, is not yet sunk. The patriotic 
fire of the revolution still burns in the American breast with 
a holy and unextinguishable flame, and will conduct this 
nation to those high destinies, which are not less the reward 
of dignified moderation, than of exalted valor. 

But we have borne with injury until forbearance has 
ceased to be a virtue. The sovereignty and independence of 
these States, purchased and sanctified by the blood of our 
fathers, from whom we received them, not for ourselves only, 
but as the inheritance of our posterity, are deliberately and 
systematically violated. And the period has arrived, when, 
in the opinion of your committee, it is the sacred duty of 
Congress to call forth the patriotism and resources of the 
country. By the aid of these, and with the blessing of God, 
we confidently trust wo shall be enabled to procure that re- 
dress, which has been sought for by justice, by remonstrance 
and forbearance, in vain. 

Your cdmmittee, reserving for a future report those ul- 
terior measures which in their opinion ought to be pursued, 
would at this time earnestly recommend, in the words of the 
President, " That the United States be immediately put into 
an armor and attitude demanded by the crisis, and correspond- 
ing with the national spirit and expectations." And to 
this end, they beg leave to submit for the adoption of the 
House, the following resolutions : 
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1. liesolvedy That the military establishment as author- 
ized by the existing laws, ought to be immediately completed 
by filling up the ranks and prolonging the enlistment of the 
troops ; and that to encourage enlistments, a bounty in lands 
ought to be given in addition to the pay and bounty already 
allowed by law. 

2. That an additional force of ten thousand regular 
troops ought to be rai^d to serve for three years ; and that 
a bounty in lands ought to be given to encourage enlist- 
ments. 

3. That it is expedient to authorize the President, under 
proper regulations, to accept the service of any number of 
volunteers not exceeding fifty thousand : to be organized, 
trained and held in readiness to act on such service as the 
exigences of the Government may require. 

4. That the President be authorized to order out from 
time to time such detachments of militia, as in his opinion 
the public service may require. 

5. That all the vessels not now in service^ belonging to 
the navy and worthy of repairs, be immediately fitted up and 
put in commission. 

6. That it is expedient to permit our merchant vessels 
owned exclusively by resident citizens, and commanded and 
navigated solely by citizens, to arm under proper regulations 
to be prescribed by law, in self-defence, against all unlawful 
proceedings towards them on the high seas. 
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REPORT 

On tlie System of Indian Trade, communicated to 
the House of Kepresentatives, Dec. 8th, 1818. 

Depabtment of War, Dec, 6(h, 1818. 

Sir, — In compliance with a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 4th of April, 1818, directing the 
Secretary of War to prepare and report, at their next session, 
" a system providing for the abolition of the existing Indian 
trade establishments of the United States, and providing 
for the opening of the trade with the Indians to individuals, 
under suitable regulations," I have the honor to make the 
following report : — 

The nations of Indians who inhabit this portion of our 
continent, were, on its first discovery, in a state of the most 
perfect commercial independence. Their knowledge of the 
useful arts was, indeed, very limited, but it was commensu- 
rate with their wants and desires. With their rude imple- 
ments of husbandry, their hook and bow, in the construction 
of which they were well instructed, they drew a scanty, but 
(for them) a sufficient supply from the soil, the water, and 
the forest. A gieat change has since taken place, such as 
appears to be inevitable by a fixed law of nature, in the in- 
tercourse between a civilized and savage people. Helpless- 
ness has succeeded independence. While their wants have 
been greatly multiplied and enlarged by their intercourse 
with their more civilized neighbors, their knowledge even of 
their former rude arts has been lost, without acquiring those 
which are necessary in their new condition. The manufac- 
ture of the axe and hoe, by which they now clear and cul- 
tivate the soil, and the gun and ammunition, by which they 
take their game, are far above their skill ; and, with the ex- 
haustion of their present stock, without a new supply, they 
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would be reduced to extreme want. On trade, then, with 
those from whom they can draw these and other supplies, 
they are wholly dependent. We have the exclusive right to 
trade with those within our limits ; and cut off, as the 
Southern tribes are, by our acquisition in the late war, from 
intercourse with foreigners on the side of the Gulf of Mexico, 
we have the means, by a proper extension of our posts on the 
lakes, the Mississippi, and the Missouri (to eflfect which, 
measures have already been taken), to enforce effectually, 
without much additional expense, this important right. 
The period seems, then, to have arrived to give to our con- 
trol over the Indians, through an exclusive supply of their 
wants, the greatest efficiency, and to promote their and our 
interests, by a judicious system of trade fairly and justly 
directed. 

A similar view of this branch of our trade seems to have 
been taken at an early period by our Government. It directed 
its attention to this interesting and important subject as 
early as the year 1773, when a committee was appointed by 
Congress, to devise a plan for carrying on trade with the 
Indians. In the next year a very considerable purchase of 
goods was directed to be made for the Indian trade ; and 
trade with them, except under license and bond, was strictly 
prohibited. The subject was frequently acted on during the 
confederation, but no systematic eflfort was made to regulate 
it till 1786, when an ordinance was passed, dividing the 
Indian Department into two districts, and appointing a super- 
intendent with a deputy to each. It was made their duty 
to execute such regulations as Congress might establish in 
relation to Indian affairs ; to correspond with the Secretary 
of War, through whom their communications were directed 
to be made to Congress ; to obey the instructions of the War 
Department ; and to grant licenses to trade with Indians. 
This ordinance directed that no license should be granted to 
foreigners, and only to citizens whose good moral character 



10 REPORTS AND PUBLIC LETTERS. 

should be certified by the Governor of a State, under the 
seal of the State ; and that bonds should be given to con- 
form to established regulations. Licenses were granted, to 
continue in force for one year only, and upon the payment 
of $50. To trade without a license incurred a penalty of 
$500, and forfeiture of goods. The superintendents and 
their deputies were prohibited from engaging in trade. 

The change in the form of the Government a few years 
after the passing of this ordinance, and the debility into 
which public affairs fell about the termination of the con- 
federation, prevented this judicious system from being carried 
into effect. 

Under the present constitution, the subject of Indian 
trade attracted the attention of Congress as early as the year 
1790. The system of trade by licenses was retained, which 
were directed to be granted for two years, by persons to be 
appointed by the President, to applicants of good character, 
who gave bonds to conform to regulations ; and to trade 
without license was subjected to a forfeiture of merchandise. 
The act contains no prohibitions of foreigners, and requires 
nothing to be paid for the licenses. In the years 1793 and 
1796 acts were passed very similar in their provisions to the 
one just recited ; and in the year 1802 an act repealing former 
acts, and which still continues in force, was passed. It inflicts 
a fine of $100, and imprisonment not exceeding thirty days, 
in addition to the forfeiture of goods, for trading without 
license, and directs licenses to be granted on bond, with suf- 
ficient security, to conform to law and regulations, without 
making a good character or citizenship a requisite. 

By an act of 1816 (the last passed on this subject), 
foreigners are prohibited from trading with the Indians, ex- 
cept permitted by the President, and under such regulations 
as he should establish. Instructions have been given under 
this act to prohibit foreigners from passing into the Indian 



REP0HT3 AKD TUBLIC LETTKHS, 



11 



countrj', except as boatmen, nnrl, under certain conditions, 
ae interpreters. 

The syetem of trade bj public factors, now proposed tc 
be abolished, commenced in the year 17^0, but without su- 
perseding the original mode of carrj-ing on the trade by 
license. Tlie President was authorized to establish trading- 
houses, and to appoint an agent to each house, to carry on, 
as the act states, "a liberal trade with the Indians." Tlie 
act appropriated 9150,000 as the capital of this trade, and 
the additional sum of 88,000 annually, for the payment of 
agents and clerks ; and diroctetl the trade to be caiTied on 
so as uot to diminish the capital. It wae limited to two 
years ; but was, by a subsequent act, continued in force till 
1806. A superintendent of Indians was then appointed, and 
the capital inci^ascd to 8260,000, and $13,000 was annually 
appropriated for the payment of superintendents, agents, 
and clerks. This act was limited to three years, but after- 
wards continued in force till 1811. The capital was then 
increased to 8300,000, with an annual appropriation of 
819,250 for the payment of superintendent, agent, and 
clerks. It was limited to three years, bitt has been extended 
by a subaequent act to the Ist of March next. 

The capital at present is distributed among eight trading- 
houses, or factories, established at the following places : Fort 
Mitchell ; the Chickasaw Bluffs ; Fort Confederation, on the 
Tomhigbee ; Fort Osage, on the Missouri ; Prairie du Chien, 
on the Mississippi; Sulphur Fork, on the Bed River ; Green 
Bay ; and Chicago. 

Such is the rise, progress, and present condition of our 
Indian trade. It was commenced, and has been continued, 
from motives both of prudence and humanity ; and though 
it may not have fully realized the expectations of its friends, 
it has no doubt produced beneficial effects. If wars have not 
been entirely prevented by it, they probably, without it, 
would have been more frequent ; and if the Indians have 
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made but little advances in civilization, they probably, with- 
out it, would have made less. If greater eflfects have not 
resulted, it is to be attributed, not to a want of dependence 
on the part of the Indians on commercial supplies, but to 
defects in the system itself, or in its administration. Scarcely 
any attempt has been made till lately to exclude foreigners, 
and the granting of licenses has not been subject to those 
checks which are necessary to give to it the most salutary 
eflfects. 

Should it be thought unadvisable to Continue the present 
trading system by factories, by permitting the act to expire 
by its limitation on the first of March next, it will then, of 
course, terminate. In winding up its concerns, two points 
are to be regarded : to sustain as little loss as possible ; and 
to withdraw from the trade gradually, in order that the capi- 
tal employed may be supplied from other soui ces. To eflfect 
both of these objects, I would suggest that so much of the 
act of 1811 as authorizes the appointment of a superinten- 
dent and factors be continued in force for one year ; and that 
they be authorized to make sales, as heretofore, of the goods 
and eflfects on hand,* and those which may be acquired from 
the Indians. 

The superintendent of Indian trade should also be author- 
ized and directed to exhibit at his office, for inspection, an 
inventory of the stock in trade, with the property attached 
to the respective factories ; and he should be directed to sell 
the same on the best terms oflfered, provided the sales can be 
eflfected at cost and charges. It would be proper to allow 
considerable credit, upon approved bonds and security ; and 
the President ought to be empowered to annex, as the con- 
dition of the sale, if he should think it advisable, to sell the 
goods to the Indians at the place at which the factory is es- 
tablished, provided the sales can be eflfected within the period 
of one year. The factory at Fort Clarke, being established by 
a treaty with the Great and Little Osages in the year 1 808, 
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mast be continued by the Government, or sold out, subject 
to the condition of being continued so long as the Indians 
may desire it. It would, perhaps, be advisable to direct a 
new treaty, rescinding, on suitable compensation, the stipu- 
lation referred to. The establishment would, by these means, 
terminate gradually, without the hazard of any considerable 
losses. To provide for opening the trade to individuals, un- 
der suitable regulations, is a task of much greater difficulty. 
The vast extent of the country inhabited by the Indians, and 
the number and variety of the tribes, render it impossible to 
apply, with propriety, any one uniform system to the whole. 
The various tribes, for the purpose of trade, may, however, 
be comprehended in two classes : those in our immediate 
neighborhood, surrounded by our settlements and our miK- 
tary posts, and who, from long intercourse with us, have be- 
come partially civilized ; and those more remote, who still 
retain their original character and customs. In the former 
are comprehended the four Southern tribes : the Osages, and 
the small tribes immediately west of the Mississippi ; those 
within the limits of Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and that part of 
the Michigan Territory east of Lake Michigan. The latter 
comprehends all of the tribes without those limits. I pro- 
pose to consider the system of trade best calculated for each 
division, beginning with the former. 

After giving the subject that full consideration which its im- 
portance merits, it appears to me that the provisions of the ordi- 
nance of 1786, with a few additions and modifications, par- 
ticularly^ in the administrative part, so as to adjust it to our 
present form of government, are, for this division of our Indian 
trade, the best that can be devised. The provisions of the 
acts now in force in relation to licenses are not as well guarded or 
as efficient as those of the ordinance referred to. The intro- 
duction of the factories seems to have relaxed the attention 
of Government to the system of trade under license. I would 
then propose to assume the provisions of the ordinance re- 
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ferred to, as the basis of a system to open the trade with the 
contiguous tribes of Indians to individual enterprise. Instead^ 
however, of appointing two superintendents, I would propose 
a superintendent of Indian a£fdirs, to be attached to the War 
Department, with a salary of $3,000 per annum ; the super- 
intendent to be under the control of the Secretary of War, 
and to be charged, subject to such regulations as the Presi- 
dent may prescribe, with the correspondence, superintendence, 
and general management of Indian ailairs ; and to be author- 
ized, with the approbation of the Secretary of War, to grant 
licenses to trade with the Indians. Licenses to be granted 
to citizens of good moral character, and to continue in force 
till revoked. A sum not less than $100, nor more than 
$500, to be determined under regulations to be prescribed 
by the President, to be paid for the privilege of using it at 
the time of granting the license, and annually during its 
continuance ; and bonds, with sufficient security, to be taken 
to conform to law and regulations. Licenses to be revoked 
by the President whenever he may judge proper. To trade 
without license, to be subject to a fine not exceeding $1,000 and 
imprisonment not to exceed six months, with a forfeiture of 
the goods. Licenses to be granted to trade at specified 
places, to be selected by the applicants, and not to be changed 
without the consent of the superintendent. All peddling 
and sales of spirituous liquors to be strictly prohibited. Each 
trading-house, or establishment, to require a separate license ; 
and books to be kept at the establishment, in which the 
prices of the goods sold and the articles purchased should be 
regularly and fairly entered ; and to be subject at all times 
to the inspection of the Indian agent, or such persons as the 
superintendent may appoint. 

The reasons for most of these provisions are so obvious as 
to require no illustration. They will all be passed over, ac- 
cordingly, without observation, except the provision which 
requires the payment of an annual sum for the use of a 
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license, and that which requires the trading eBtablishment to 
he fixed. The former proviaiou is taken from tlie ordinance 
oC 178C, which directed UcenBes to bo granted for one year 
onlV; and on jiayment of §50 to the superintendent, for the 
use of the United States ; a sum nearly equal to that now 
proposed, if the value of money at tliat time be tatcn into 
conudo ration. 

But it will probably be objected that it is our interest, 
and, as we propose to monopolize their trade, our duty too, 
to furnish the Indians with goods on as moderate terms as 
possible ; and that the sum to be paid for a license, by acting 
OS a duly on the goods sold under it, will tend to enhance 
their jirice. In answer to which it may be justly observed, 
that it is not a matter of so much importance that they 
should obtain tbcir supplies for n few cents more or less, as 
that the trade should, as far as practicable, be put effectually 
under the control of the Government, in order that they may 
be protected against the fraud and the violence to which their 
ignorance and weakness would, without such protection, ex- 
pose them. It is their very ignorance and weakness which 
render it necessary for the Government to interfere ; and, if 
such interference is proper at all, it ought to be rendered 
effectual. Such will be the tendency of this provision. Its 
firet and obvious effects will be to diminish more certainly, 
and with less injurious effect than any other provision which 
can be devised, tho number of traders, and to increase the 
amount of capital which each would employ. The profit of 
a sraall capital of a few hundrcti dollars would scarcely pay 
for the license ; while that on a largejone would not be much 
diminished by it. Both of these effects — the diminution of 
the number of traders, and the increase of the capital — would 
add greatly to the control of the Government over the trade. 
It would be almost im|>ossible to inspect the conduct, and 
consequently control the actions, of the multitude of traders 
with Rmall capital, diffused over the Indian country, and 
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settled at remote and obscure places. The greatest vigilance 
on the part of the superintendent and his agents would be 
unequal to the task. By diminishing the number, and 
bringing each more permanently before the view of the 
Government, a due inspection and superintendence becomes 
practicable. Again : what control can the Government have 
over the conduct of a trader, with a capital of a few hundred 
dollars only ? Suppose he should violate the express injunc- 
tions of law and regulations ; what serious loss would he sus- 
tain by revoking his license, or by putting his bond in suit ? 
To him it would be nothing to wind up his business, and give 
his capital another direction ; and as to the bond, in such 
distant and obscure transactions, he might pretty safely cal- 
culate on escaping its penalty. Very diflferent would be the 
case with the trader of a large capital. To revoke hb license 
would be a serious evil, which must subject him to certain 
loss ; and, should he break the conditions of his bond, he 
would be much more in danger of feeling its penalty. The 
control of the Government would not only be greater over 
such traders, but (what is of equal importance) their influence 
with the Indians would have a more salutary direction. A 
war between them and us, would, in all cases, be injurious, 
and in many cases would be ruinous, to the trader of a large 
capital ; but not so with one of small capital. A single 
profitable speculation may be of more importance to him 
than the continuance of his bond. From the eflfects of war 
he can as easily escape as from the revocation of his license, 
or the penalty of his bond. Let the character of the former 
be what it may, he must, from interest, be the advocate of 
peace and the influence of his own Government ; while the 
latter, unless influenced by virtuous motives, would feel in 
either but little interest. 

From the nature of the trade, the more it can be con- 
centrated, provided there is reasonable competition, the bet- 
ter it will be for the Indians and ourselves. The very oppo- 
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site, it is true, would be the fact, if they had the capacity 
and intelligence to take care of their own interest without 
our protection ; but, situated as they are, indeiSnite competi- 
tion would be no less injurious to them than to our citizens ; 
and such appear to be their sentiments. The Chickasaws, 
in a late treaty, complained of the injury which they had 
sustained from peddlers and small traders ; and they had a 
stipulation inserted against the granting of any license to 
trade with their nation, as the only effectual means which 
suggested itself to prevent it. 

The reasons for iSxing the trading establishments are no 
less strong. By rendering them stationary, and compelling 
the proprietor to keep books, containing regular entries of all 
their sales and purchases, important checks will be presented 
tc prevent fraud and exorbitant charges. It will also strongly 
tend to prevent collision between the traders ; and, conse- 
quently, the creation of parties among the Indians for or 
against particular traders — a state of things unfriendly to their 
interest, and dangerous to the peace of the frontier. Besides, 
the trading establishments being fixed, as they will be, in the 
most advantageous position, will, in time, become the nucleus 
of Indian settlements, which, by giving greater density and 
steadiness to their population, will tend to introduce a 
division of real property, and thus hasten their ultimate 
civilization. 

Such are the provisions under which the trade with those 
tribes of Indians in our immediate neighborhood may, with 
safety and advantage, be opened to individual enterprise. 
With a vigilant administration, it will produce results equally 
salutary to the Indians and ourselves. In fact, the know- 
ledge of the use of money, and the prices of most of the 
ordinary articles of trade, is so far advanced among them, as 
to guard them, to a considerable extent, against mere fraud 
and imposition ; and, with the control which the Govern- 
ment may exercise over the trade with them, they would 
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generally receive their supplies on fair and moderate terms. 
The system is not less calculated to secure peace. The 
regular traders, who have .paid for the use of their licenses, 
will be the most active to prevent vexatious peddling and 
retailing of spirituous liquors, which are the bane of the 
frontier. They will, besides, become the most active pro- 
moters of industry : for the almost total destruction of game 
has rendered the amount of peltries and furs of little value 
in the branch of Indian trade ; and their capacity of paying 
for the goods purchased must consequently, in a great meas- 
ure, depend on the proceeds of the soil. In fact, the neighbor- 
ing tribes are becoming daily less warlike, and more helpless 
and dependent on us, through their numerous wants ; and 
they are rendered still more pacific by the fear of forfeiting 
their land and annuities. They have, in a great measure, 
ceased to be an object of terror, and have become that of 
commiseration. The time seems to have arrived when our 
policy towards them should undergo an important change. 
They neither are, in fact, nor ought to be, considered as inde- 
pendent nations. Our views of their interests, and not their 
own, ought to govern them. By a proper combination of 
force and persuasion, of punishments and rewards, they ought 
to be brought within the pales of law and civilization. Left 
to themselves, they will never reach that desirable condition. 
Before the slow operation of reason and experience can convince 
them of its superior advantage, they must be overwhelmed 
by the mighty torrents of population. Such small bodies, 
with savage customs and character, cannot, and ought not to 
be permitted to exist in an independent condition in the 
midst of civilized society. Our laws and manners ought to su- 
persede their present savage manners and customs. Beginning 
with those most advanced in civilization and surrounded by 
our people, they ought to be made to contract their settle- 
ments within reasonable bounds, with a distinct understanding 
that the United States intend to make no further acquisition 



REPORTS AND TUIILIC LETTEKS. 



19 



of land from theni, and that the settlements reserved are in- 
tende<l for their permanent home. The land ought to be di- 
vided amoDg families ; and the idea of individual property in 
the soil carefully inculcated. Their annuities would con- 
stitute an ample school fund ; and education, comprehending 
as well the common arts of life as readings writing, and arith- 
metic, ought not to be left discretionary with the parents. 
Those who might not choose to submit, ought to he permit- 
ted and aided in fomiing new settlements at a distance from 
ours. When sufficiently advanced in civilization, they would 
be permitted to participate in such civil and political rights 
aa the respective States within whose limits they are situated 
might safely extend to them. It is only by causing our 
opinion of their interest to prevail, that they can be civilized 
and saved from extinction. Under the present policy, they 
are continually decreasing and degenerating, notwithstanding 
the Government baa, under all of its administrations, been ac- 
tuated by the most sincere desire to promote their happiness 
and civilization. The fault has been, not in the want of zeal, 
but in the mode by which it has lieen attempted to efiFect 
these desirable objects. The Indians are not so situated as 
to leave it to time and experience to effect their ci^Hlization. 
By Belccting prudently the occasion fur the change, by estab- 
lishing a few essential regulations, and by appointing persons 
to administer them fau-ly and honestly, our efforts could scarcely 
&il of success. Nor ought it to be feared that the jiower would 
be abused on our part ; for, in addition to the dictates of be- 
nevolence, we have a strong interest in their civilization. The 
enmity even of the frontier settlers towards them, is caused 
principally by the imperfection of the present system ; and 
under the one which I have suggested, it will greatly, if not 
entirely, subside. The natural humanity and generosity of 
the American character, would no longer be weakened by the 
disorder ond savage cnielty to which our frontiers are now 
vxposed. A deep conviction of the imjiortance of the sub- 
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ject, and a strong desire to arrest the current of events, which^ 
if permitted to flow in the present channel^ must end in the 
annihilation of those who were once the population of this 
prosperous country, must be my apology for this digression. 

It remains to consider in what manner our trade can 
be most successfully prosecuted with the numerous Indian 
tribes who occupy the vast region extending west to the 
Pacific Ocean. It is obvious that the system proposed for 
the partially civilized tribes bordering on our settlements, 
would prove altogether inadequate to this branch of our In- 
dian trade. It will require a system of far more energy to 
effect the great objects which ought to be pursued through it. 
To establish a decided control over the numerous and savage 
tribes vrithin these vast limits, and to give to our trade with 
them its utmost extension, are deemed to be objects of great 
national importance. It is believed that, within our limits, 
along the range of the Rocky Mountains, quite to the Mexican 
frontier, is the best region for fur and peltries on this con- 
tinent. With proper efforts, the whole of this valuable trade, 
extending quite across to the great Western ocean, would, in 
a few years, be exclusively in our possession. To produce 
these desirable results, foreign adventurers, whose influence 
must, at all times, be hostile to our interest and dangerous to 
''our peace, must be excluded. With this view, and to protect 
our own trade, means have been taken to extend our military 
posts on the Mississippi and Missouri. Whatever character 
our trade in that quarter may assume, the extension of our 
posts, as contemplated, will be indispensable to its enlarged 
and successful prosecution ; but it is believed that, with all 
the advantages which they will afford, unless the trade be 
properly and efficiently organized, we shall not be able to 
compete with the British companies oi> the north, nor to ac- 
quire that decided control over the Indians which is indis* 
pensable to its complete success. 

In order to have just ideas on this subject, it is necessary 
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to take into consideration^ not only the vast extent and re- 
moteness of the region over which it is proposed to extend 
our trade, but the character of the numerous tribes who inhabit 
it. They are all more or less migratory ; in the summer 
moving towards the north, and in the winter to the south, 
in pursuit of the buffalo and other game. They are thus, in 
the summer, brought into the neighborhood of the British es- 
tablishments to the north of our limits, where, notwithstand- 
ing our military posts, and the advantage of our position, 
much of the trade and influence over these fierce and warlike 
tribes will centre, unless our means of carrying it on should 
be as well organized and as efficient as theirs. The difficulty, 
though of an opposite kind, is no less considerable on the 
southern frontier of this portion of our country. The lino 
between us and the Spanish possessions in Mexico is, in its 
whole extent, a subject of discussion, and even should it bo 
adjusted, will probably, to a considerable extent, be without 
natural and visible boundaries. To a trade thus situated, ex- 
tending over so vast a region, inhabited by numerous tribes 
not less warlike than savage, with the competition of powerful 
and long established companies on one side, and danger of 
collision on the other, the unorganized efforts of individu- 
als, always with jarring, and frequently with opposing inter- 
ests, appear to be wholly inadequate to its successful or safe 
prosecution. The rivalry of trade, which, in well-regulated 
communities, gives the greatest prosperity to commerce, would 
in these distant regions, beyond the control of law or superior 
authority, amongst fierce and ignorant savages, lead to the 
most fiital consequences. Each trader, or association of tra- 
ders, would endeavor to monopolize the trade within certain 
limits, and would exert their cunning and influence to render 
the savages their pcgiiisans, and the enemy of their rivals in 
trade. Among a people at once so fierce and so easily duped, 
the result may be readily anticipated. A state of disorder and 
violence would universally prevail, equally unfortunate to the 
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Indians and ourselves ; and which would strongly tend to 
tura the trade, and with it the influence over the Indians, 
to the well-organized foreign fur companies near our limits. 

If these observations are correct ; if the uncombined efforts 
of individuals are inadequate to a successful competition with 
the British fur companies ; if they will endanger our peace 
with our southern neighbors, and lead to fierce and danger- 
ous rivalry among themselves ; it only remains to consider 
whether a mode can be devised of carrying on this branch of 
our Indian trade which will obviate these evils, and accom- 
plish the desirable objects of giving the greatest extension to 
it, accompanied with the most efficient control over the In- 
dians themselves. The united influence and combined efforts 
of the fur companies referred to, can be met successfully, it 
is believed, only by an equal concentration of influence and 
efforts on our part ; the jealous rivalry of independent traders, 
with its fatal consequences, can be obviated only by remov- 
ing the diversity of interest by which it would be excited ; 
and the danger of collision on our southern limits, by subject- 
ing the trade completely to the will and control of the Gov- 
ernment. The mode, then, which I would propose, would be 
to vest the trade in a company, with sufficient capital, to be 
divided into shares of one hundred dollars each, and to be 
limited tc the term of twenty years ; to pay an annual tax 
on its subscribed capital, for the privilege of exclusive trade ; 
and to be subject, in like manner as private traders, to such 
rules and regulations as may be prescribed. It is thus that 
most of the evils to be apprehended, by leaving the trade 
open to the competition of private adventurers, would, it is 
believed, be avoided. The efforts of the company, undis- 
turbed by rival interests, would be directed to establish 
its control over the various tribes of Indians, to exclude for- 
eign adventurers, and to give the greatest degree of profit to 
its trade. The success of such a company, properly conducted, 
scarcely admits of a doubt. Our position in regard to this 
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ti-odo, the facility which the navigation of our groat nnd 
nwmerous rivers in that quarter would afford, and the protec- 
tion from our mililary posts, would sijeedily destroy all foreign 
competition, and would in a few years push our trade to the 
Pacific Ocean. The most profitable fur and peltry trade in 
the world would be ours, accompanied with a decided influ- 
ence over the numerous and warlike tribes inhabiting those 
extensive regions. The mere objection, that it would create 
a monopoly, ought not to outweigh so many advantages, Tho 
trade with the Indians has never been opennd, wiihout re- 
etriction, to our citizens. Licenses from the Government havo 
at all times been required : and the Government has itself, 
through its factories, to a considerable extent, monopolized 
the trade ; and, by an extension of its capital only, might 
engross the whole of it. All of these provisions, however 
necessary in the Indian trade, would be absurd in any other 
branch of -our commerce. Besides, the profit of the trade 
with the Indians has, at all times, been confined to a few 
individuals ; and it is highly probable that a greater ])ortiou 
of the community would participate in it, by carrying it on 
in the manner proposed, than in any other mode. In fact, 
absurd as commercial monopoly would be, where law and 
authority exist to repress the mischievous effects which might 
spring from unbounded rivalry, and to give to such rivaliy 
salutary consequences, just in the same degree would it be 
wise and advantageous to cany on the trade under consider- 
ation by an incorporated company, A nation discovers its 
wisdom no less in departing from general maxims, when it is 
no longer wise to adhere to them, than in its adherence to 
them in ordinary circumstances. In fact, it evinces a great- 
er effort of reason. The first advance of a nation is marked 
by the establishment of maxims, which are deemed universal, 
but which further experience and reflection teach to be only 
general, admitting of occasional modifications and excep- 
tions. Should the House, however, not adopt these views, but 
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prefer to open the trade to the enterprise of single individu- 
als, or such associations as might be formed for the purpose, 
I would, suggest the provisions already proposed for the trade 
with the neighboring tribes of Indians, as the most advisable, 
with the exception of the provisions which require the trader to 
be located, and that regular books of sale and purchase should 
be kept. In lieu of which provisions, I would propose that the 
goods intended for this branch of Indian trade, and the articles 
acquired by purchase from the Indians, should be entered 
under oath (the former with a copy of the invoice, and the 
latter with a statement of prices), with the Indian agent at 
Mackinaw, St. Louis, Bellepoint on the Arkansas River, 
or Natchitoches on Red River, or such other places as the 
President may designate. The entry can be made without 
much inconvenience to the trader, as the geography of the 
country is such as to make it necessary for the trader to pass 
by one or the other of the points proposed, at eacTi of which 
there is now an agent. It is believed that these provisions 
would be as effectual as any that can be devised, short of a 
company incorporated for the purpose ; but it is proper to 
observe that they are open to the objections which have al- 
ready been stated. In fact, they equally apply to any sys- 
tem, so long as the trade is exposed to the effects which must 
flow from the jealous rivalry of independent traders, when 
law and authority cannot step in to restrain its consequence 
within proper bounds. The Indians themselves are not the 
proper judges of their own interests, and, so far from re- 
straining the effects of such rivalry, they would become the 
instruments of the most cunning and vicious of the tra- 
ders, to ^\Teak their vengeance on such as might stand in 
the way of their profits. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. C. Calhoun. 

To the Hon. IL Clay, Speaker of the Iloose of Representatives 
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BEPORT 

On the Reduction of the Army, communicated to the 
House of Representatives, December, 14, 1818. 

In compliance with a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, passed the 17th of April last, directing the Sec- 
retary of War " to report, at an early period of the next 
session of Congress, whether any, and, if any, what reduction 
may be made in the military peace establishment of the 
United States with safety to the public service ; and whether 
any, and, if any, what change ought to be made in the ration 
established by law, and in the mode of issuing the same ; 
and also report a system for the establishment of a Com- 
missariat for the army," I have the honor to submit the 
following report : — 

In order to form a correct opinion on a subject involving 
so many particulars as the expense of our military establish- 
ment, it will be necessary to consider it under distinct and 
proper heads. To ascertain, then, " whether any, and, if 
any, what reductions may be made in the expenses of our 
military peace establishment,'* I propose to consider its 
number, organization, pay, emoluments, and administration. 
To one or the other of these heads all of its expenses may 
be traced ; and if they are greater than they ought to be, 
we must search for the cause in the improper extent of the 
establishment, the excessive number of officers in proportion 
to the men, the extravagance of the pay and emoluments, 
or the want of proper responsibility and economy in its ad- 
ministration. Pursuing the subject in the order in which 
it has been stated, the first question which offers itself for 
consideilLtion is, whether our military establishment can be 
reduced "with safety to the public service," or can its ex- 
penditures be with propriety reduced, by reducing the army 
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itself. It is obvious that, vieweU in the abstract, few ques- 
tions present so wide a field for observation, or which are so 
well calculated to produce a great diversity of sentiment, as 
the one now proposed. Considered as an original question, it 
would involve in its discussion the political institutions of the 
country, its geographical position and character, the number 
and distance of our posts, and our relations with the Indian 
tribes and the principal European Powers. It is considered, 
however, that a satisfactory view of it may be taken without 
discussing topics so extensive and indefinite. The military es- 
tablishments of 1802 and 1808 have been admitted, almost 
universally, to be suflSiciently small. The latter, it is true, 
received an enlargement, from the uncertain state of our 
foreign relations at that time ; but the former was established 
at a period of profound quiet (the commencement of Mi. 
Jefferson's administration), and was probably reduced, with 
a view to economy, to the smallest number then supposed 
to be consistent with the public safety. Assuming these as 
a standard, and comparing the present establishment (taking 
into the comparison the increase of the country) with them, 
a satisfactory opinion may be formed on a subject, which 
otherwise might admit so great a divei*sity of opinion. 

Our military peace establishment is limited, by the act 
of 1815, passed at the termination of the late war, at ten 
thousand men. The corps of engineers and ordnance, by 
that and a subsequent act, were retained as they then exist- 
ed ; and the President was directed to constitute the establish- 
ment of such portions of artillery, infantry, and riflemen, as 
he might judge proper. The general orders of the 17th of 
May, 1815, fix the artillery at 200, the %ht artillery at 660, 
the infantry 5,440, and the rifle 660 privates and matrosses. 
Document A exhibits a statement of the military establish- 
ment, including the general staff, as at present organized ; 
and B exhibits a similar view of those of 1802 and 1808 ; 
by a reference to which it will appear, that our military es- 
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tablishments at the respective periotla, taken in the order oi 
their dfttes, present an aggregate of 3,323, 9,996, and 12,656. 
It is obvious that the establishment of 1808, compared with 
th« then wealth and population of the country, and tho 
number and extent of military posts, is larger in proportion 
than tho prceent ; btit the unsettled state of our relations with 
France and England at that pcnod, renders tlie comparison not 
entirely just. Passing, then, that of 1808, lot us compare the 
establishment of 1802 with the preaeni. To form a correct 
comparison, it will be necessary to compare the capacity and 
ncccssitioa of the country then, with those of tho present. 
Since that period our population has nearly doubled, and 
our wealth more than doubled ; we have added Louisiana to 
our possessions, and with it a great extent of frontier, both 
maritime and inland. With tho extension of our frontier, 
and the increase of our commercial cities, our military posts 
and fortid cat ions have been greatly multiplied. Document 
marked C exhibits the numl)er and positions of posts in the 
year 1802, and document D those of the present time ; by 
a reference to which it will be seen that at the former period 
we had but twenty-seven posts, the moat remote of which 
were, to tlio north, at Mackinaw, and to the south, at Fort 
Stoddert, on Mobile River ; but now we have seventy-three, 
which occupy a line of frontier proportionally extended. 

On the lakes, the Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, and 
Red River, our posts are now, or will be shorlly, extended, 
for the protection of our trade ond the preservation of the 
peace of the frontiers, to ijreen Bay, the mouths of the St. 
Peter's and the Yellow Stone River, Bellepoint, and Nateh- 
itocbes. Document marked E exhibits a statement of the 
extent of the line of our frontier, inland and maritime, with 
the distance of some of the more remote posts from the 
Beat of Government, drawn up by Major Long, of the 
topographical engineers, from the most approved maps.' If, 
then, the mihtary estabUshment of 1802 be assumed to bo 
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OS small as was then consistent with the safety of the country, 
our present establishment, when we take into the comparison 
the prodigious increase of wealth, population, extent of terri- 
toiy, number and distance of military posts, cannot be pro- 
nounced extravagant ; but, on the contrary, after a fair and 
full comparison, that of the former period must, in proportion 
to the necessities and capacity of the country, be admitted to 
be quite as large as the present ; and on the assumption that 
the establishment of 1802 was as small as the public safety 
would then admit, a reduction of the expense of our present 
establishment cannot be made, with safety to the public ser- 
vice, by reducing the army. In coming to this conclusion, I 
have not overlooked the maxim, that a standing army is dan- 
gerous to the liberty of the country, and that our ultimate 
reliance for defence ought to be on the militia. Its most 
zealous advocate must, however, acknowledge that a standing 
army, to a limited extent, is necessary ; and no good reason 
can be assigned why any should exist, but which will equally 
prove that the present is not too large. To consider the 
present army as dangerous to our liberty, partakes, it is con- 
ceived, more of timidity than wisdom. Not to insist on the 
character of the officers, who, as a body, are high-minded and 
honorable men, attached to the principles of freedom by edu- 
cation and reflection, what well-founded apprehension can 
there be from an establishment distributed on so extended, a 
frontier, with many thousand miles intervening between the 
extreme points occupied ? But the danger, it may be said, 
is not so much from its numbers, as a spuit hostile to 
liberty, by which, it is supposed^ all regular armies are ac- 
tuated. This observation is probably true when applied to 
standing armies collected into large and powerful masses ; 
but, dispersed as ours is over so vast a surface, the danger, I 
conceive, is of an opposite character — that both officers and 
soldiers will lose their military habits and feelings, by sliding 
gradually into those pifrely civil. I proceed next to con- 
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Bider whether any reductioQ can be mode, with propriety, by 
changing the organization, or by reducing the number of 
officers of the line or the staff in proportion to the men. It 
is obvious that, as tlie officers are much more expensive, in 
proportion to their numbers, than the soldiers, the pay of 
the army, in relation to its aggregate numbers, must bo In- 
creased or diminished with the increase or diminution of 
the former. It is impossible to fix any absolute proportion 
between officers and men which will suit every country and 
every sen-ice ; and the organization of different countries, 
and of different periods in the same country, has accordingly 
varied considerably. Our present organization, of which 
document marked A contains an exhibit, is probably as well 
or better adapted to the nature of our country and service, 
than any other, as it seems to be tlie result of experience ; 
for, by a reference to document marked B, it will be seen 
that it is nearly similar (with the exception of the general 
staff, in which the present is more extensive) to the organiza- 
tion of the military establishments of 1802 and 1808. It is 
believed that the proportion of officers of the line to the 
men, will require no further observations. 

The staff, as organized by the act of the last session, 
combines simplicity with efficiency, and it is considered to 
be superior to that of the periods to which I have reference. 
In estimating the expeuses of the army, and particularly 
that of the staff, the two moat expensive branches of it (the 
engineer and ordnance departments) ought not fairly to be 
included. Their duties are connected with the permanent 
preparation and defence of the country, and have so little 
reference to the existing military establishment, that if the 
army were reducctl to a single regiment, no reduction could 
safely be made in cither of them. To form a correct estimate 
of the duties nf the other branches of the staff, and, conse- 
quently, the number of officers required, we must take into 
coasidemtion not only the number of troops, but, what is 
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equally essential, the number of posts and extent of country 
which they occupy. Were our military establishment re- 
duced one half, it is obvious that, if the same posts continued 
to be occupied which now are, the same number of officers 
in the quartermaster's, commissary's, paymaster's, medical, 
and adjutant and inspector general*s departments, would be 
required. 

To compare, then, as is sometimes done, our staff with 
those of European armies assembled in large bodies, is mani- 
festly unfair. The act of the last session, it is believed, 
has made all the reduction which ought to be attempted. It 
has rendered the staff efficient, without making it expensive. 
Such a staff is not only indispensable to the efficiency of the 
army, but is also necessary to a proper economy in its dis- 
bursements ; and should an attempt be made at retrench- 
ment by reducing the present number, it would, in its conse- 
quences, probably prove wasteful and extravagant. 

In fact, no part of our military organization requires 
more attention in peace than the general staff. It is in every 
service invariably the last in attaining perfection ; and, if 
neglected in peace, when there is leisure, it will be impossible, 
in the midst of the hurry and bustle of war, to bring it to 
perfection. It is in peace that it should receive a perfect or- 
ganization, and that the officers should be trained to method 
and punctuality ; so that, at the commencement of war, in- 
stead of creating anew, nothing more should be necessary than 
to give to it the necessary enlargement. In this country 
particularly, the staff cannot lie neglected with impunity. 
Difficult as its operations are in actual service every where, 
it has here to encounter great and peculiar impediments, from 
the extent of the country, the badness, and frequently the 
want of roads, and the sudden and unexpected calls which 
are often made on the militia. If it coidd be shown that 
the staff, in its present extent, was not necessary in peace, it 
would,. with the view taken, be unwise to lop off any of its 
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branches which would be necessary in actunl service. With 
a defective staff, we must carry on our military operatiooB 
under great disadvantages, and be exposed, particularly at 
tho commencement ot' a war, to great losses, embarrasBraents, 
and disasters. As intimately connected with this part of the 
subject, it is proper to observe, that so many and such dis- 
tant small posts as our service requires, not only add to the 
expense of the army, by rendering a more numerous staff 
necessary, but they increase the price of almost every article 
of supply, and the difficulty of enforcing a proper responsi- 
bility and economy. To an army thus situated, the expenses 
and losses resulting from transportation atone constitute a 
considerable sum. Under the beat management, our army 
must be more expensive, even were our supplies equally cheap, 
than EiiroiJcan armies collected in Urge bodies, in the initlst 
of populous and wealthy communities. ThcBO observations 
arc not made to justify an improper management, or to di- 
vert the attention of the House from ho important a subject 
as the expense of our military eBtablishment. They, in fact, 
ought to have an opposite effect ; for just in the same pro- 
portion that it is liable to be expensive, ought the attention 
and effort of the Government to be roused to confine its ex- 
penses within the most moderate limits which may be prac- 
ticable. 

The next question which presents itself for consideration 
is, can the expenses of our mihtary establishment be reduced, 
without injury to the public service, by reducing the pay and 
emoluments of the officers and soldiers ? There is no class 
in the ciinimunity, whose compensation has advanced less 
since the termination of the war of the revolution, than that 
of the officers and soldiers of our army. "While money has 
depreciated more rapidly than at any other period, and the 
jirice of all of the necessaries of life has advanced proportion- 
ably, their comjiensation has remained nearly stationary. 
The effects are severely felt by the subaltern officers. It re- 
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quires the most rigid economy for them to subsist on then 
pay and emoluments. Documents marked F and G exhibit 
the pay and subsistence during the revolution, and as at pre- 
sent established ; and document marked H exhibits the allow- 
ance of clothing, fuel, forage, transportation, quarters, waiters, 
stationery, and straw, at the termination of the revolutionary 
war, and in 1802, 1815, and 1818. By a reference to those 
documents, it will be seen that, under most of the heads, the 
variations of the different periods have been very small, and 
that, on a comparison of the whole, the pay of an officer is 
not near equal now, if allowance is made for the depreciation 
of money, to what it was during the revolution. I will ab- 
stain from further remarks, as it must be obvious, from these 
statements, that the expense of our military establishment 
cannot be materially reduced, without injury to the public 
service, by reducing the pay and emoluments of the officers 
and soldiers. 

It only remains to consider, in relation to this part of the 
resolution of the House, whether the expense of our military 
establishment can be reduced by a proper attention to its 
administration, or by a more rigid enforcement of responsi- 
bility and economy. Our military establishment is doubtless 
susceptible of great improvement in its administration. The 
field is e:Ctensive, and the attention of the Government has 
not heretofore been so strongly directed towards it as its im- 
jxjrtance deserves. Here all savings are real gains, not only 
in a moneyed, but a moiul and political point of view. An 
inefficient administration, without etonomy or responsibility, 
not only exhausts the public resources, but strongly tends to 
contaminate the moral and political principles of the officers 
who are charged with the disbursements of the army. To 
introduce, however, a high state of economy and responsi- 
bility in the management of a subject so extensive and com- 
plicated as our military establishment, is a task of great • dif- 
ficulty, and reouires not only a perfect organization of the 
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department charged with it, but a continued energetic and 
judicious enforoement of the laws and regulations established 
for its government. The oi^nizatioa is the proper sphere 
of legislation, as the application of the laws and regulations 
is that of administration. The former has done all, or nearly 
all, that can he done. It ia believed that the organization 
of the War Department, aa well as the general staff of the 
array, is not susceptible of much improvement. The act of 
the last sessioD, regulating the stuff, has not only made im- 
portant savings in the expenses of the army, but has given 
both to the Department and the staff a much more efficient 
organization than they ever before had. Every department 
of the army charged with disbursements, has now a proper 
bead, who, under tho laws and regulations, is responsible for 
its administration. The head <^ tbo Department is thus 
ireed from detail, and has leisure to inspect und control the 
whole of the disbui-suinents. Much time and reflection will 
he required to bring the system into complete operation, and 
to derive from it all the advantages which ought to be es- 
pected. The extent of tho saving which may result from ii, 
can only be ascertained by time and experience ; but, with 
an attentive and vigorous administration, it doubtless will be 
eonsiderable. In war it will he much more difficult to en- 
force economy and responsibility; but, with a system well 
oi^anized, and with officers trained to method and punctu- 
ality, much of the waste and frauds which would otherwise 
take place in war, will bo prevented. In peace, there can 
be no insuperable difficulty in attaining a high degree of re- 
eponsibility and economy. The mere moneyed responsibility, 
or that of purchases and disbursements, will be easily en- 
forced. The public now sustain much gR'ater losses in the 
waste and improjior use of pubUc property, than in their 
moneyed transactions. lu our miUtary establishment, re- 
sponsibility in the latter is well checked, and not badly eu- 
fofced. The accounts are rendered with considerable punc- 
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tuality, and are promptly settled ; and even neglect or 
misapplication of public funds by the disbursing officers, is not 
often accompanied with ultimate losses, as they are under 
bonds for the faithful discharge of their duties. Accoimt- 
ability, as it regards the public property, is much more diffi- 
cult, and has heretofore been much less complete. Returns 
of property in many cases, particularly in the medical de- 
partment, have rarely been required ; and even when they 
have been, they have not been made with punctuality. It 
cannot be doubted but that the public has sustained very 
considerable damage from this want of accountability. Every 
article of public property, even the smallest, ought, if possible, 
to be in charge of some person who should be responsible for 
it. It will be difficult to attain this degree of perfection ; 
but it is hoped, by making each of the subordinate depart- 
ments of the War Department liable for the property in its 
charge, a very considerable improvement and reduction of 
expenses will be made. 

On the quality of the ration, and the system of supply- 
ing and issuing it, which I propose next to consider, the 
health, comfort, and efficiency of the army mainly depend. 
Too much care cannot be bestowed on these important sub- 
jects ; for, let the military system be ever so perfect in other 
particulars, any considerable deficiency in these must, in all 
great military operations, expose an army to the greatest 
disasters. All human efforts must, of necessity, be limited 
by the means of sustenance. Food sustains the immense 
machinery of war, and gives the impulse to all its opera- 
tions ; and if this essential be withdrawn, even but for a few 
days, the whole must cease to act. No absolute standard 
can be fixed, as it regards either the quantity or quality of 
the ration. These must vary, according to the habits and 
products of different countries. The great objects are, first, 
and mainly, to sustain the health and spirit of the troops ; 
and the next, to do it with the least possible expense. The 
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system which effects these in the greatest degree is the most 
perfect. The ration, as established by the a,ct of the 16th 
March, 1802, experience proves to be ample in quantity, but 
not of the quality best calculated to secure either health or 
econoiny. It consists of eighteen ounces of bread, or flour ; 
one pound and a quarter of beef, or three-quarters of a 
pound of pork ; one gill of rum, brandy, or whiskey ; but 
at the rate of two quarts of salt, four quarts of vinegar, four 
pounds of soap, and one pound and a half of candles, to 
every hundred rations. 

The objection to it, in relation to the health of the army, 
is fully stated in a report of the surgeon general to the War 
Department, marked I, which I would respectfully annex aa 
a part of this report. Under this view of the subject, more 
need not to be added, except to urge its importance, both 
on the score of humanity and policy. 

Our people, even the poorest, being accustomed to a 
plentiful mode of living, require, to preserve their health, a 
continuation, in a considerable degree, of the same habits of 
life, in a camp ; and a sudden and great departure from it 
subjects them, as is proved by experience, to great mortality. 
Our losses, in the late and revolutionary wars, from this 
cause, were probably much greater than from the sword. 
However well qualified for war in other respects, in the mere 
capacity of bearing privations we are inferior to most na- 
tions. An American would starve on what a Tartar would 
live with comfort. In fact, barbarous and oppressed nations 
have, in this particular, > striking advantage, which, how- 
ever, ought to be more than compensated by the skill and 
resources of a free and civilized pcojile. If, however, such a 
people want the skill and spirit to direct its resources to its 
defence, tlie very wealth, by which it ought to defend itself, 
becomes the motive for invasion and conquest. Besides, 
there is something shocking to the feelings, that in a coun- 
try of plenty beyond all others, in a country which oidina- 
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rily is so careful of the happiness and life of the meanest of 
its citizens, its brave defenders, who are not only ready, 
but anxious to expose their lives for the safety and glorj of 
their country, should, through a defective system of supply, 
be permitted almost to starve, or to perish by the poison of 
unwholesome food, as has frequently been the case. If it 
could be supposed that these considerations are not sufficient 
to excite tU^timost anxious care on this subject, we ought to 
remember, that nothing adds more to the expense of military 
operations, or exposes more to its disasters, than the sickness 
and mortality which result from defective or unwholesome 
supplies. Impressed with this view of the subject, consid- 
erable changes have been made in the ration, under the au- 
thority of the eighth section of the act regulating the staff 
of the army, passed at the last session of Congress. The 
vegetable part of the ration has been much increased. 
Twice a week a half allowance of meat, with a suitable 
quantity of peas or beans, is directed to be issued. Fresh 
meat has also been substituted twice a week for salted. In 
the Southern division, bacon and kiln-dried Indian com meal 
have been, to a certain extent, substituted for pork and wheat 
flour. In addition, orders have been given, at all the per- 
manent posts where it can be done, to cultivate a sufficient 
supply of ordinary garden vegetables for the use of the 
troops ; and at the posts remote from the settled parts of 
the country, the order is extended to the cultivation of com, 
and to the supply of the meat part of the ration, both to 
avoid the expense of distant and» expensive transi)ortation, 
and to secure at all times a supply within the posts them- 
selves. 

In addition to these changes, I am of opinion that the 
spirit part of the ration, as a regular issue, ought to be dis- 
pensed with ; and such appears to be the opinion of most 
of the officers of the army. It both produces and perpetu- 
ates habits of intemperance, destmctive alike to the health, 
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and moral and physical energy of the Eoldiers. The spirits 
ought to be placed in depot, and issued occasionally un- 
der the discretion of the commander. Tims used, its nox- 
ious effects would he avoided, and the troops, when great 
efforts were necessary, would, by a judicious use, derive im- 
portant benefits from it, Molasses, beer, and cider, accord- 
ing to circumstances, might bo used as substitutes. Tlie 
substitution of bacon and kiln-dried com meal in the South- 
em division will have, it is Iwlieverl, valuable effects. They 
are both much more congenial to the habits of the people in 
that section of the country. Com meal hrns another, and, 
in my opinion, great and almost decisive advantage — it re- 
quires BO little art to prepare it for use. It ia not easy to 
make good bread of wlieat flour, whilst it is almost impossi- 
ble to make bad of that of Indian com. Besides, wheat is 
much more liable to be damaged tlian the Indian com ; for 
the latter is better protected against disease, and the effects 
of bad seasons in time of harvest, than any other grain ; anij, 
when injured, the good i.'» easily Boparated from the bad. 
Experience proves it to be not less nutritious than wheat, or 
any other grain. Parched corn constitutes the principal 
food of an Indian warrior ; and such are its nutritious 
qualities, that they oan suppwt lou^ and &tiguing marches 
on it alone. 

I next proceed to consider the system of supplying the 
army with provisions, or the estabhshment of a commissa- 
riat ; and, as they are connected in their nature, I propose to 
consider that part of the resolution in relation to a commis- 
Eariat, and the mode of issuing the rations, nt the same 
time. 

The system established at the last session will, in time 
of peace, bo adequate to the cheap ami certain supply of the 
army. The act provides for the appointment of a commis- 
sary general, and as many assistants as the service may re- 
quire, and authorizes (he President to assign to them their 
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duties in purchasing and issuing rations. It also directs 
that the ordinary supplies of the army should be purchased 
on contracts to be made by the commissary general, and to 
be delivered, on inspection, in the bulk, at such places as 
shall be stipulated in the contract. Document marked J, 
contains the rules and regulations which have been estab- 
lished by the order of the President, and presents the ope- 
ration of the system in detail. It is believed that it is as 
well guarded against fraud as any other department of our 
military supplies ; and, judging from the contracts akeady 
formed under it, will, when improved by experience, proba- 
bly make a considerable saving. It would improve the sys- 
tem, to authorize the appointment of two deputy commis- 
saries, one for each division, with the pay, rank, and emolu- 
ments of major of infantry, to be taken from the line, or 
from citizens ; and so to amend the act of the last session, 
as to authorize the President to appoint the assistant com- 
missaries, either from the line or from citizens. When the 
assistant commissary is not taken from the line, to make his 
pay equal to that of a subaltern appointed from the line, it 
ought to be fifty dollars per month, with two rations a day. 
It should be the duty of the deputy commissaries to perform 
such service as the commissary general might prescribe, and 
particularly to inspect the principal depots, and, in cases of 
necessity, to make the necessary purchases. When a suita- 
ble subaltern cannot be had, or when his services are neces- 
sary in the line, the power proposed to be vested in the 
President to select from citizens would be important. It is 
not believed that any other alteration would be necessary in 
peace ; but the system would require great enlargement in 
war, to render it sufficiently energetic to meet the many vi- 
cissitudes incidental to the operation of war. It would 
then be necessary to divide the system into two divisions ; 
one for purchasing, and the other for issuing of rations, with 
as many deputy commissaries of purchases and issues as 
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there may be armies aud military districts, to whom oiight 
to be added a suitable number of asBiBtants. The basis of 
the system ought in war to be the same as is now establiehed. 
The ordinary supplies ought to be by contract on public 
proposals. By a judicious collection of provisions at proper 
depots, combined with an active and energetic system of 
tmnsportation, it would be seldom necessary to resort to any 
other mode of purchasing. To provide, however, for con- 
tingencies, the purchasing department ought to be efficiently 
or^nized, and a branch of it, as already stated, attached to 
each anny and military department. As it is the moans to 
be resorted to in cases of necessity, it ought to possess those 
high and discretionary powers which do not admit of exact 
control. It is, in its nature, liable to many abuses ; and to 
prevent them from being great, more efficient regulations 
and checks are required than in any other branch of the 
general staff. 

The defects of the new contract system are so univer- 
sally acknowledged by those who have experienced its opera- 
tion in the lato war, that it cannot bo necessary to make 
many observations in relation to it. Nothing can appear 
more absurd, thai} that the success of the most important 
military operations, on which the very fate of the countrj' 
may depend, should ultimately rest on men who are subject 
to no military responsibility, aud on whom there is no other 
hold than the penalty of a bond. When we add to this ob- 
servation, that it is often the interest of a contractor to fail 
at the most critical juncture, when the means of supply be- 
come the most espensive, it seems strange that the system 
Bhonld have been continued for a single campaign. It may 
be said that, when the contractor fails, the commander has 
a right to purchase at his risk, by which the disasters which 
aaturally result from a failure may be avoided, The obser- 
vation is more specious than solid. If, on failure of the con- 
tractor, there existed a well-orgnnized system for purchasing 
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the supplies^ there would be some truth iu it ; but without 
such a system, without depots of provisions, and with the 
funds intended for the supply of the army perhaps in the 
hands of the contractor, his failure must generally be fatal 
to a campaign. It is believed that a well-oiganized com- 
missariat, whose ordinary supplies are obtained by contract 
founded on public notice, possesses (besides those peculiar to 
itself) all of the advantages fairly attributable to the system 
of issuing rations by contract. It is equally guarded against 
fraud, and its purchases can be made on terms more advan- 
tageous. A considerable objection to the system of issuing 
the ration by contract is, that the merchants and capital- 
ists are deterred from bidding, by the hazard of issuing the 
ration ; and thus the sphere of competition is contracted, 
and the contracts for supplying of the army often thrown 
into the hands of adventurers. This objection is avoided 
under the present system, by which the nation will be 
cheaply supplied, and the danger of failure almost wholly 
removed. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. C. Calhoun. 

To the Hon. H. Clay, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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On Koads and Canals, communicated to the House 
of Representatives, January 14, 1819. 

Sir, — In compliance with a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 4th of April, 1818, instructing the 
Secretary of War to report to that House, at their next ses- 
sion, '^ a plan for the application of such means as are within 
the power of Congress, for the purpose of opening and con- 
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Btriicting such roads and canalB us may deserve and require 
tlie aid of Government, with a view to mihtary operations 
in time of war ; — the transportation of munitions of war ; — 
and also a statement of the nature of the works above men- 
tioned, which have been commenced, the progress wliich has 
been made, and the means and prospect of their completion ; 
together ■with such information as, in the opinion of the Secre- 
tary, shall be material in relation to the objects of the reso- 
lution ; " — I have the honor to make the following report : — 

A judicious system of roads and canals, constructed for 
the convenience of commerce, and the transportation of the 
mail only, without any reference to military opcnitions, is 
itself among the most efficient means for " the more com- 
plete defence of the United States." Without adverting to 
the fact, that the roads and canals which such a system 
would require, are, with few exceptions, precisely those which 
would he required for the operation of war, such a system, 
by consoHdating our Union, and increaisiug our wealth and 
fiscal capacity, would add greatly to our resources in war. 
It is in a state of war, when a nation is compelled to put all 
of its resources in men, money, skill, and devotion to coun- 
try, into requisition, tliat its Government realizes, in its secu- 
rity, the beneficial efl'ects from a people made prosperous 
and happy by a wise direction of its resources iu peace. 
But I forbear to pursue this subject, though so interestmg, 
and which, the further it is pursued, will the more clearly 
establish ihe intimate connection between the defence and 
safety of the country and its improvement and prosjierity, 
as I do not conceive that it constitutes the immediate object 
of this report. 

There is no country to which a good system of military 
I'oads and canals is more indispensable than to the United 
States. As groat os our military capacity is, when compared 
with the number of our i>eople, yet, when considered in re- 
lation to the vast extent of our country, it is very small ; 
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and if so great an extent of territory renders it very dilBcuIt 
to conquer us, as has frequently been observed, it ought not 
to be forgotten tliat it renders it no less difficult for the 
Goveniment to afford protection to every portion of the 
ct»nimunity. In the very nature of things the difficulty of 
protecting every part, so long as our population bears so 
small a proportion to the extent of the country, cannot be 
entirely overcome, but it may be very greatly diminished, 
by a good system of military roads and canals. The neces« 
sity of such a system is still more apparent, if we take into 
consideration the character of our political maxims and in 
stitutions. Opposed in principle to a large standing army, 
our main reliance for defence must be on the militia, to be 
called out frequently from a great distance, and under the 
pressure of an actual invasion. The experience of the late 
war amply proves, in the present state of our internal im- 
provements, the delay, the uncertainty, the anxiety, and ex- 
hausting effects of such calls. The facts are* too lucent to 
require details, and the impression too deep to be soon for- 
gotten. As it is the part of wisdom to profit by experience, 
so it is of the utmost importance to prevent a recurrence of 
a similar state of things, by the application of a portion of 
our means to the construction of such roads and canals as 
are required, " with a view to miUtary operations in time of 
war, the transportation of the munitions of war, and more 
complete defence of the United States." 

In all questions of military preparations, three of our 
frontiers require special attention : the Eastern, or Atlantic 
frontier ; the Northern, or Canadian frontier ; and the 
Southern, or the frontier of the Gulf of Mexico. On the 
west and north-west we are secure, — except against Indian 
hostilities ; and the only military preparations required in 
that quarter are such as are necessary to keep the Indian 
tribes in awe, and to protect the frontier from their ravages. 
All of our great military efforts growing out of a war with a 
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European power, must, for tlie present, be directed towards 
our Eastern, Northern, or Southern frontiers ; nnd the roads 
and canals which will euahle the Government to concentrate 
its means for defence, promptly and cheaply, on the vulner- 
able iHjints of either of these frontiers, are those which, in ft 
military point of view, require the aid of the Government. 
I propose to consider each of those frontiers separately, — 
beginning with the Atlantic, which, in many respects, is the 
weakest and most exposed. 

From the mouth of the St. Croix to that of iho St. 
Mary's, the two extremes of this frontier, is a distance along 
the line of the coast and principal bays, without following 
their sinuosities, of about 2,100 uiUes. On this line, includ- 
ing its navigable rivers and bays, are situated our most 
populous cities, the great dejKjts of the wealth and commerce 
of the country. That portion of it which extends to the 
Chesapeake has, with the exception of the cities and their 
immediate neighborhood, a sparse population, with a low 
marshy country, extending back from 100 to 150 miles. To 
the north of the Chesapeake, inclusive, it affords every where 
deep and bold navigable bays and rivers, which readily admit 
vessels of any size. Against a line so long, so weak, so ex- 
posed, and presenting such strong motives for dopredations, 
— hostilities the most harassing and exhausting may be 
carried on by a naval power ; and should the subjugation of 
the country ever be attempted, it is probable that against 
this frontier, facing Europe, — the seat of the great powers of 
the world, — the principal efforts would be turned. Thus 
circumstanced, it is the duty of the Government to render it 
as secure as possible. For much of this security we ought 
to look to a navy and a judicious and strong system of forti- 
fications ; but not to tlie neglect of such roads and canals as 
will enable the Goveminent to concentrate, promptly and 
cheaply, at any point which may he menaced, the necessary 
force and means for defence. To resist ordinarj' hostilities, 
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having for their object the destruction of our towns, and the 
exhaustion of our means, the force ought to be drawn from 
the country lying between the coast and the sources of the 
principal rivers which discharge through it into the ocean ; 
but to resist greater efforts, aiming at conquest, should it 
ever be attempted, the force and resources of the whole com- 
munity must be brought into resistance. To concentntte, 
then, a sufficient force on any point of this frontier which 
may be invaded*, troops must be marched, and munitions of 
war transported, either along the line of the eoast^ or from the 
interior of the Atlantic States to the coast ; or, should the 
invading force be of such magnitude as to require it, from 
the Western States ; and the roads and canals necessary for 
the defence of this frontier, are those which will render these 
operations prompt, certain, and economical. 

From the coast to the Alleghany Mountains, and the high 
land separating the streams which enter into the St. Lawrence 
from those of the Atlantic, in which the principal Atlantic 
rivei-s take their rise, the distance may be averaged at about 
250 miles ; and the whole extent from the St. Mary's to the 
St. Croix is intersected at short intervals by large navigable 
rivers, and the principal roads of this portion of our country, 
through which its great commercial operations are carried 
on. These, aided by the steamboats now introduced on al- 
most all of our great rivers, present great facilities to collect 
the militia from the interior, and to transport the necessary 
supplies and munitions of war. 

Much undoubtedly remains to be done to perfect the roads 
and improve the navigation of the rivers ; but this, for the 
most part, may be safely left to the States, and the com- 
mercial cities particularly interested, as the appropriate ob- 
jects of their care and exertions. The attention of both has 
recently been much turned towards these objects, and a few 
years will probably add much to facilitate the intercourse be- 
tween the coast and the interior of the Atlantic States. 
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Very different is the case irith the great and imijortact liue 
of coamiunication, extending along the coast through the 
Atlantic StatcB, No ohject of the kind is more important ; 
and there ia none to which State or individual capacity is 
more inadequate. It muat te perfected by the General 
Government, or not be perfected at all, at leant for many 
years. No one or two States have a sufficient interest. It 
is immediately beneficial to more than half of the States of 
the Union, and, withont the aid of the General Government, 
would require their co-operation. It is at all times a most 
important object to the nation, and, in a war with a naval 
power, is almost indispensable to our military, commercial, 
and financial operations. It may, in a single view, be eon- 
sidered the great artery of tho country ; and when tlu' 
coasting tmde is suspended by war, the vast intercourse be- 
tween the North and South, which annually requires 500,000 
tons of shipping, and which is necessary to the commerce, 
the agriculture, and manufactures of more than half of the 
Union, seeks this channel of cotomunication. If it were 
thoroughly opened by land and water ; — if Louisiana were 
connected hy a durable and well-finished road with Maine, 
and Boston with Savannah, by a well-established line of in- 
land navigation, for which so many facilities are presented, 
more than half of the pressure of war would be removed. A 
country so vast in its means, and abounding in its various 
latitudes with almost all of the products of the globe, w al- 
most a world of itself ; and with the facility of intercourse. 
to perfect which the disposable means of the country ia ade- 
quate, would flourish and pnDsper under the pressure of a 
war with any power. But, dropping this more elevated view, 
and considering the subject only as it reganis "military 
operations in time of war, and tho transportation of the mu- 
nitions of war," what could contribute so much as this com- 
munication to the effectual and cheap defence of onr Atlantic 
frontier ? Take the line of inland navigation along the coast, 
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the whole of which, it is estimated, could be completed for 
sea vessels by digging 100 miles, and at the expense of 
83,000,000, the advantage which an enemy with a naval 
force now has, by rapidly moving along the coast, and har- 
assing and exhausting the country, would be in a great 
measure lost to him. In fact, the capacity for rapid and 
prompt movements and concentration would be, to the. full, 
as much in our power. We would have, in most of the 
points of attack, a shorter line to move over, in order to 
concentrate our means ; and, aided by steamboats, would 
have the capacity to pass it in a shorter time, and with 
greater certainty, than an enemy, even with a naval su- 
periority, would have to attack us. Suppose the fleet of such 
an enemy should appear off the Capes of Delaware ; before 
it could possibly approach and attack Philadelphia, infor- 
mation, by telegraphic communication, might be given to 
Baltimore and New York, and the forces stationed there 
thrown in for its relief. The same might take place if Bal- 
timore or New York should be invaded ; and should an at- 
tack be made on any of our cities, the militia and regular 
forces at a great distance along the coast could in a short 
time be thrown in for its relief. By this speedy communication, 
the regular forces, with the militia of the cities and their neigh- 
borhood, vould be suflGlcient to repel ordinary invasions, and 
would either prevent, or greatly diminish, the harassing calls 
upon the militia of the interior. If to these considerations we 
add the character of the climate of the southern portion of 
the Atlantic frontier, so fatal to those whose constitutions are 
not inured to it, the value of this system of defence, by the 
regular troops and the militia accustomed to the climate, will 
be greatly enhanced. Should the line of inland navigation 
be constructed, to enjoy its benefits fully, it will be necessary 
to cover it against the naval operations of an enemy. It is 
thought that this may be easily effected to the south of tho 
Chesapeake, by land and steam batteries. That bay itself 
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is ODe of the most important links in the line of communi- 
cation, and its defence agninst a naval force ought, if practi- 
cable, to he rendered complete. It was carefully surveyed 
the last summer by skilful officers for this purpose, in part, 
and it is expectetl that their report will throw much light 
upon this important Buhject. Long Island Sound, another 
part of the line wliicli is exposed, can be fully defended by a 
naval force only. It remains, in relation to the defence of 
the Atlantic frontier, to consider the means of communication 
between it and the Western States, which require the aid of 
the Government. Most of the observations made relative to 
the increased strength and capacity of the country to bear np 
under the pressure of war, from the coastwise communication, 
arc applicable in a high degree at present, and are daily be- 
coming more so, to those with the Western States; and 
should a war for conquest ever be wagetl against ua (an event 
not probable, but not to be laid entirely out of view), the 
roads and canals necessary to complete the coramnnicationwith 
that portion of our countrj' would be of the utmost importance. 
The interest of commerce and the spirit of rivalry be- 
tween the great Atlantic cities will do much to perfect the 
means of intercourse with the West. The most important 
lines of communication appear to be from Albany to the 
Lakes ; from Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, and 
Bichmond, to the Ohio Eiver ; and from Charleston and 
Augusta to the Tennessee, — all of which are now command- 
ing the attention, in a greater or less degree, of tlie sections 
of the country immediately interesteti. But in such great 
undertakings, so iuteresting in every point of view to the 
wholo Union, and which may ultimately become necessary to 
its defence, the exj>ense ought not to fall wholly on the por- 
tions of the country immediately interested. As the Govern- 
ment has a deep stake in them, and as the system of defence 
will not be perfect without their completion, it ought, at 
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least, to bear a proportional share of the expense of their 
construction. 

I proceed next to consider the roads and canals connect- 
ed with the defence of our northern frontier. That portion 
of it which extends to the east of Lake Champlain has not 
heretofore been the scene of extensive military operations, 
and I am not sufficiently acquainted with the nature of the 
country to venture an opinion whether we may hereafter be 
called on to make considerable military efforts in that quarter. 
Without, then, designating any military improTcments as 
connected with this portion of our northern frontier, I would 
suggest the propriety, should Congress approve of the plan fi)r 
a military survey of the country, to be liereafter proposed, to 
make a 8ur\'cy of it the duty of the engineers who may be 
designated for that purpose. 

For the defence of the other part of this line of frontier, 
the most important objects are, a canal or water communica- 
tion between Albany and Jjake Greorge and Lake Ontario, and 
between Pittsburg and Lake Erie. The two former have been 
commenced by the State of New York, and^will, when complet- 
ed, connected with the great inland navigation along the coast, 
enable the Govommcnt, at a moderate expense, and in a 
short time, to transport munitions of war, and to concentrate 
its troops from any portion of the Atlantic States, fresh and 
unexhausted by the fatigue of marching, on the inland fron- 
tier of the State of New York. The road commenced by 
order of the Executive, from Plattsburg to Sacketts Harbor, 
is essentially connected with military operations on this por- 
tion of the northern frontier. A water communication from 
Pittsburg to Lake Erie would greatly increase our power on the 
upper lakes. The Alleghany Kiver, by its main branch, is said 
to be navigable within seven miles of Lake Erie, and by French 
Creek within sixteen miles. Pittsburg is the great mili* 
tary depot of the country to the west of the Alleghanies ; and, 
if it were connected by a canal with Lake Erie, w^ould furnish 
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military supplies with facility to the upper lakes as welt as to 
the country watered by the MissiseippL If to these commu- 
nications we add a road from Detroit to Ohio, which has al- 
ready been commenced, and a canal from the Illinois River to 
Lake Michigan, which the growing population of the State 
of IlUnoiB renders very important, all the facilities which 
would he essential, to carry on military operations in time of 
war, and the transportation of the munitions of war, for the 
defence of the western portion of our northern frontiers, 
would be afforded. 

It only remains to consider the system of roads and canals 
connected with the defence of our southern frontier, or that 
on the Gulf of Mexico. For the defence of this portion of 
our country, though at present weak of itself, nature has 
done much. The bay of Mobile, and the entrance into the 
Mississippi through all its channels, are highly capable of de- 
fence, A military sun'ey has bceu made, and the necessary 
fortifications have been commenced, and will be in a few 
years coniiileted. But the real strength of this frontier is 
the Mississippi, which is no less the cause of its security than 
that of its commerce and wealth. Its rapid stream, aided by 
the force of steam, can, in the hour of danger, concentrate at 
once an irresistible force. Made strong by this noble rtver, lit- 
tle remains to be done by roads and canals fur the defence of 
our Boutliom frontier. The continuation of the road along 
the Atlantic coast from Milledgevillc to New Orleans, and the 
completion of the road which has already been commenced 
from the Tennessee River to the same place, with the inland 
navigation through the canal of Carondclet, Lake Ponchar- 
train, and the islands along the coast, to Mobile, covered 
against the operations of a naval force, every facility required 
for the transjtortatioD of the munitions of war, and move- 
ments and concentration of troops, to protect this distant 
and important frontier, would l>e afforded. Such are the 
roads and canals wbicli military operations in time of war, 
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the transportation of the munitions of war, and the more 
complete defence of the United States, require. Many of 
the roads and canals which have been suggested, are no doubt 
of the first importance to the commerce, the manufactures, the 
agriculture, and political prosperity of the country, but are 
not, for that reason, less useful or necessary for military pu> 
poses. It is, in fact, one of the great advantages of our 
country, enjoying so many others, that, whether we regard its 
internal improvements in relation to military, civil, or political 
purposes, very nearly the same system, in all its parts, is re- 
quired. The road or canal can scarcely be designated, which 
is highly useful for military operations, that is not equally 
required for the industry or political prosperity of the com- 
munity. If those roads or canals had been pointed out which 
are necessary for military purposes only, the list would have 
been small indeed. I have therefore presented all, without 
reganl to the fact that they might be employed for other 
uses, which, in the event of war, would be necessary to give 
economy, certainty, and success to our military operations, 
and which, if they had been completed before the late war, 
would, by their savings in that single contest in men, money, 
and reputation, have more than indemnified the country for 
the expense of their construction. I have not prepared an 
estimate of expenses, nor tx)inted out the particular routes 
for the roads or canals recommended, as I conceive that 
this can be ascertained with satisfaction only by able and skil- 
ful engineers, after a careful survey and examination. 

I would therefore respectfully suggest, as the basis of the 
system, and the first measure in tlic plan for the application 
of such means as are in the jxiwer of Congress, that Con- 
gress should direct such a survey and estimate to be made, 
and the result laid before them as soon as practicable. The 
expense would be inconsiderable, for, as the army can furnish 
able military and topographical engineers, it would be prin- 
cipally confined to the employment of one or more skilful 
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civil engioeers, to bo associated with them. By their com- 
bined Rkill, an cEBcient system of military roads and canal? 
would bo presented in detail, accompanied witheuch estimateh 
of expenses as may be relied on. Thus, full and satisfactorj- 
information would bo had ; and though some time might be 
lost in the commencement of tlic system, it would be more 
than compensated by its assured efficiency when completed. 

For the constniction of the roads and canals which Con- 
gress may choose to direct, the army, to a certain extent, 
may be brought in aid of the moneyed resources of the 
country. The propriety of employing the army on works of 
public utility cannot be doubted. Labor adds to its useful- 
ness and health. A mere garrison life is equally hostile to 
its vigor and discipline ; both officers and men become the 
subjects of its deleterious effects. But when thtt vast extent 
of our country is compared with the extent of our military es- 
tablishment, and taking into consideration the necessity of em- 
ploying the soldiers on fortifications, barracks, and roads, con- 
nected with remote frontier posts, we ought not to be sanguine 
in the expectation of aid to be derived from the army in the 
construction of permanent military roads and canals at a 
distance from the frontiers. When our military posts come 
to be extended up the Mississippi and lilissouri as fitr as is 
contemplated, the military frontier of the United States, 
not including sinuosities, and the coasts of navigable bays 
and lakes opening into our country (as was stated in 
a former report), will present a line of more than nine 
tliousaud miles, and, including them, of more than eleven 
thousand. Thinly scattered along so extensive a frontier, 
it will be imimssible, I fear, wiibout leaving some points 
exposed, to collect any considerable bodies in the interior 
of the country to construct roads and canals. 

As connected with this subject, I would respectfully 
suggest tlnf propriety of making an adequate provision for 
the soldiers while regularly and continually employed in 
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constnicting works of public utility. The present allowance 
is fifteen cents a day, which is considered sufficient in oc- 
casional fatigue duty, such as is now done at most of the 
posts ; but if systematic employ on permanent works should 
be made the regular duty of soldiers who can be spared for 
that purpose, a compensation (taking into the estimate the 
obligation of the Government to provide medical attendance 
and pensions to the diseased and disabled soldiers), not 
much short of the wages of daily labor, ought to be granted 
to them. Without such provision, which is dictated by 
justice, an increase of desertion and difficulty in obtaining 
recruits ought to be expected. Among the leading induce- 
ments to enlist is the exemption from labor ; and if the life 
of a soldier should be equally subjected to it as that of other 
citizens in the same grade, he will prefer, if the wages are 
much inferior, to labor for himself instead of laboring for the 
public. The pay of a soldier is sixty dollars per annum ; and 
if he were allowed, when employed permanently on fatigue, 
twenty-five cents a day, and suppose him to be employed two 
hundred days in the year, his compensation, including his pay, 
would be one hundred and ten dollars per annum — a sum, it 
is thought, considerably short of the average wages of labor. 
If this sum should be allowed, the greater portion of it 
ought to be paid at the expiration of the term of enlistment. 
If fifteen cents a day were so reserved, and the soldier should 
be employed one thousand days in the five years for which 
he is enlisted, it would constitute a sum of one hundred and 
fifty dollars, to be paid at the expiration of his term, which 
ought, in the same manner as the bounty land, to be made 
to depend on an honorable discharge. This would furnish 
an important hold on the fidelity of the soldiers, and would 
be a powerful check to the great and growing crime of deser- 
tion. An honorable discharge is now worth but little to the 
soldier ; and the consequence is, that desertions are more 
frequent w^ith those enlisted since the war than those who 
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■wcK then enlisted, and are entitled to the bounty la land 
on their honorable discharge ; the latter patiently waits the 
expiration of his term of service, while the former frequently 
seizes the first favorable opportunity for desertion. 

Should Congress think projwr to commence a system of 
roads and canals for the "more complete defence of the 
United States," the disbursement of the sums appropriated 
for tlie purpose might be made by the Department of War, 
under the direction of the President. Where incorporated 
companies are alreatiy formed, or the road or canal already 
commenced under the superintendence of a State, it j>erhaps 
would be advisable to direct a subscription on the part of 
the United States, on such terms and conditions as might 
be thought proper. In other cases, and where the army 
cannot be made to execute it, the work ought to be done by 
contract, under the superintendence and inspection of officers 
of the engineer corps, to be detailed for that purpose. It is 
thus the Government will he able, it is thought, to construct 
on terms at least as favorable as corporate companies. The 
system of constructing all public works (which admit of it) 
by contract would be attended with important advantages. 
It has recently been adopted in the construction of fortifica- 
tions, and, it is expected, will be attended with beneficial 
effects. Tlic principal works at Mobile and New Orleans 
have been contracted for on terms considerably under the esti- 

B of the engineers. Such a system extended to militarj 
roads and canals, combined with a careful inspection and super- 
intendence by skilful engineers, wilt enable the Government 
to complete them with economy, durability, and dispatch. 

In the view which has been taken, I have thought it 
improper, under the resolution of tlie House, to diacuss the 
constitutional question, or how far the system of internal im- 
provements which has been presented, may he carried into 
effect on the principles of our Government ; and, therefore, 
the whole of the arguments which arc used, and the measures 




54 BEF0BT8 AND PUBLIC LETTEBS. 

proposed, must be considered as depending on the decision of 
that question. 

The only military roads which have been commenced are, 
from Plattsburg to Sacketts Harbor, through the Chateau^ 
gay country ; from the northern boundary of the State of 
Tennessee, and crossing the Tennessee Kiver, near the Muscle 
Shoals, to Madisonville, Louisiana ; and from Detroit to 
Fort Meigs, at the foot of the rapids of the Miami of the 
Lakes. Documents marked A, B, and C, show the progress 
which has been made. These roads have been commenced, 
and thus far completed, by the labor of the soldiers, who, 
while they are so employed, receive fifteen cents per day, 
with an extra allowance of a gill of whiskey. The labor of 
the troops is the only means within the reach of the de- 
partment of completing these roads ; and as the troops are 
so employed only when they are not engaged in active ser- 
vice, it is impossible to state, with accuracy, when the roads 
will be completed. 

J. C. Calhoun. 

Th ) Hon. HsNiiT Clat, Speaker of the House of Bepresentatiyes. 



LETTER 



In relation to an additional Military Academy, com- 
municated to the House of Representatives, Janu- 
aiy 29, 1819. 

Depabtment of War, January IWA, 1819. 

In reply to that part of your letter of the 20th of No- 
vember, which requests my opinion on the expediency of es- 
tablishing one or more additional military academies, and 
their places of location, and such other information and facta 
as I may deem proper to communicate on these subjects. 
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with the probable annual expenses of these establishments, 
I have the honor to make the following statement : — 

The number of cadets now authorized by law is two hnn- 
dred and fifty, who are divided into four classes ; the c:ulets 
of one of which every year terminate their studies, and arc 
promoted into the army. As the academy is now nearly 
full, it is probable that the number which will annually ter- 
minate their studies, and, consequently, will be candidates 
for promotion, will not be much short of fifty. The num- 
ber of vacancies in the army, which have occurred from the 
Ist of August, 1816, to the 1st of May, 1818, has been one 
hundred and forty-eight, or about eighty-four per annum ; 
hot, as it is probable that the causes which have operated to 
produce so many vacancies in this time have been accidental, 
and consequent on the change from active service to the in- 
activities of a peace establishmeut, tliei'c will not, it is be- 
lieved, in future be so many ; and that the cadets who will 
annuaUy terminate their studies at West Point will be equal, 
or nearly bo, to the annual average vacancies. In this view 
of the subject, an additional military academy would not 
now be required. But it seems to me that the question 
onght not to bo determined by a reference simply to the 
wants of our military peace establishment, which, from our 
gec^japhical position, and '.ho policy of our Government, 
will always bear a small proportion to the population of the 
country, and to our military establishment in time of war. 
So far from graduating the number or extent of our military 
academies, by the want of the army in timo of peace, the 
opposite principle would probably be more correct ; that, 
in proportion, as our regular military establishment is small, 
the Government ought to bo careful to disseminate, by edu- 
cation, a knowledge of the art of war. 

The army itself is a practical school of this art, which, 
except in tho higher branches, may, where it beara a large 
proportion to the population of the country, supersede other 
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modes of perpetuating or disseminating this indispensable 
art. But in a country situated as ours is, with a small 
standing army, and far removed from any power from which 
we have much to fear, the important knowledge of the art 
of defending our shores will, in a long peace, without the 
particular patronage of the Government, be nearly lost. 

The establishment of military academies is the cheapest 
and safest mode of producing and perpetuating this know- 
ledge. The Government ought to furnish the means to 
those who are willing to bestow their time to acquire it. 
The cadets who cannot be provided for in the army will re- 
turn to private life ; but in the event of war, their know- 
ledge will not be lost to the country. The Government may 
then avail itself of their military science ; and, though they 
may not be practically acquainted with all of the details of the 
duty in the army, they will acquire it in a much shorter time 
than those who have not had the advantage of a military 
education. No truth is better supported by history than 
that, other circumstances being nearly equal, victory will be 
on the side of those who have the best instructed officers. 
The duties of a soldier arc few and simple, and, with well- 
instructed officers, they can be acquired in a short time ; as 
our own experience, and that of other countries, has satis- 
factorily proved. To form competent officers, in the present 
improved state of the art of war, is much more difficult ; as 
an officer, besides a knowledge of the duties belonging to the 
soldier, has others of a more difficult nature to acquire, and 
which can only be acquired by a long experience, or by regu- 
lar military education. 

With these views, I would recommend one additional 
military academy. It ought to be placed where it would 
mutually accommodate the Southern and Western portions 
of our country, which are the most remote from the present 
institution. Besides an additional academy, I would sub- 
mit, for the consideration of the committee, the propriety 
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of establishing a Bchirol of practice, to be fixed near the seat 
of Government. On this imiwrtant subject, I respectfully 
annex, as a part of this communication, a report from Gen- 
eral Bernard and Colonel McRee to this Department, in 
which the subject is so fully discussed as to supersede the 
necessity of any further observations. The expenses of erect- 
ing the necessary buildings fur an ad<litional military acad- 
emy, on a scale aS extensive as that at West Point, would 
cost about one hundred and thirty thousand dollars, of which 
sum, however, but a small part would be required for this 
year. The current expenses of the institulion would (ex- 
cluding the pay of the cadets, which is sixteen dollars per 
month, and two rations per day) jirobably amount to about 
twenty-two thousand dollai's per annum. 

For the school of practice there would be but little ex- 
pense, except the erection of the necessary buildings for the 
accommodation of the institution. The pay of the supeiin- 
tendent and professors, should they be even taken from citi- 
zens, would not exceed eight thousand five liundred dollars, 
which would constitute nearly the whole of the current ex- 
pense, as the lieutenants of the artillery and engineers, 
while at the institution, will not receive any additional pay 
or emoluments. The expense of the buildings may be esti- 
mated at eighty thousand dollars, of which, however, but n 
small part would be required for the present year. 

I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 
J. C. Calhoun. 

Hon. B. St JonsBON. Chnirman of Iha Commitluo J 
on llililiiry Affiiira. Ilouae of ItepresenfaUTet i 
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Estimates for the year 1819, communicated to the 
House of Hepresentatives, December 22, 1818. 

Department of Wab, December 19th, 1818. 

Sir, — I have received your three letter^ of the 16th find 
17th instant, in relation to the estimates of the War De- 
partment for the year 1819 ; in answer to which I respect- 
fully submit, for the consideration of the committee, the re- 
ports and statements upon which the estimates were formed. 
It is believed that they will affoi-d a much fuller and more 
satisfactory view of the reasons which governed the Depart- 
ment in determining the amount of the respective appropria- 
tions which have been asked for, than could be presented 
within the ordinary limits of a letter. The documents are 
so voluminous, that, to avoid the trouble of copying, I have 
transmitted the originals ; and I must request of you to re- 
turn them, after the committee shall have done with them. 
Should it be thought advisable to lay any part of them be- 
fore the House, they can be copied for that purpose. 

Under the head of " pay of the army," it is estimated 
that there will be a probable balance, at the end of the year, 
of about $300,000; and, consequently, that sum may be 
deducted from the appropriation of the ensuing year. Or- 
ders have been given to suspend the works at Rouse's Point 
until the line between the United States and Lower Canada 
shall be determined. The sum of $200,000, which was es- 
timated for it, will probably not be required, and may be 
omitted in the appropriation for fortifications. 

Since the estimates were formed, the contracts under the 
new system for supplying the army with provisions after the 
Ist of June next have been completed, and it is ascertained 
that a reduction may be made under the head of subsist- 
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ence, The contract; Byetera will tcrmiuate on tUe 1st of 
June next. To complete the deliveries under the present 
contracta until that lime will probably require tlio sum of 
?303,441 ; and it is estimated tliat the expense of subsist- 
ence from the 1st of June, 1819, at wliich time the system 
of supplying the army by companies will commence, until 
the ,lBt of June, 1820, cannot exceed ?503,700 ; but as 
four fifths of the rations will be required, by the terms of 
the contracts, to be delivered between the 1st of June, 1819, 
and the 1st of January, 1820, the sum of ?403,160 will be 
necessarj- to meet the deliveries in 1819 ; and conseqnently, 
the whole appropriation required for the next year, under 
this head, will be §706,601, instead of 8858,125, the sum 
stated in tlio estimate. On a review of the estimate for 
clothing, it is believed that the sum of ?400,000 will be 
ample ; and, consequently, ?30,000 may be subtracted from 
the estimate. Document marked E, will show on what 
grounds the sum of $50,000 is asked for the medical and 
hospital department. On the 1st of January last it was es- 
timated thiit there was a balance of ?15,000, which, added 
to the sum appropriated for the current year, viz., ?15,000, 
makes $30,000, as applicable to the service of this year ; in 
addition to which, there was transferred to this item, by or- 
der of the President, during the present year, the sum of 
^0,000. The disbiu^ements in the medical and hospital 
department will probably not fall short of $70,000 during 
the present year. 

By the statement from the Ordnance Dep[irtment, 
marked (i, it will appear that no new contract has been 
made during the present year for cannon, except with Wirt 
& Clark ; and, consequently, the estimates under that item 
are on account of old contracts, and will be necessary to 
meet the engagements under them. It will also appear that 
the sum of §70,000, instead of §50,000, will be required fur 
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the arsenal at Augusta. The estimate for the arsenal at 
Frankfort is to complete the works commenced there. 

The appropriations already made, of ?200,000 on account 
of subsistence, and $50,000 for arrearages for holding Indian 
treaties, will of course be deducted from their respective 
items in the general appropriation. 

There will probably be a balance, under the head of 
bounties and premiums, of near ?30,000 ; which sum will 
be applicable to the service of the ensuing year, and may be 
taken from the sum contained in the estimates. 

The appropriations made for the current expenses of the 
army, for the year 1818, amounted to 93,599,245, which, 
of course, excludes the disbursements for fortifications and 
ordnance, which are of a permanent nature. The appro- 
priation asked for the current expenses of the year 1819, 
excluding the same disbursements, and estimating the ex- 
pense of subsistence under the new system of supplying the 
army, for seven months only (viz., from the 1st of June, 
1819, until the 1st of January, 1820), amounts to $3,077,789, 
making a difference of $521,456. 

The estimates have been formed on the supposition of 
our military establishment being full, which, in that case, 
would consist of 12,656 officers, non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates. 

If further information should be required, it will afford 
me pleasure to give it. 

I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 

J. C. Calhoun. 
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Extra Pay to Soldiers on Fatigue Duty. Communica- 
ted to the House of Representatives, Jan. 15, 1819. 

Def»bt«e»t oif Wab, JamiaTS lllh, 1819. 

In coutbnnity with the resolutions of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the 6th and 7th instant, " directing the Sec- 
retary of War to report to the House of Representatives the 
present strength and distribution of the army of the United 
States, and to subjoin to such report the number and value 
of the extra days' labor performed by the several detach- 
ments thereof, respectively, in the year ending on the 30th 
day of October last, upon roads or other olijects of fatigue 
duty ; together with a statement of such objects, if any there 
are, of a similar nature, to which it is contemplated to di- 
rect the labor of the troops in the current year, distinguish- 
ing the sums expended on roads ; and, also, to include in the 
report of the strength of the army called for by the resolu- 
tion of the Gth instant, the amount in value, if any, of the 
extra compensation in subsistence, clothing, or pay, allowed 
the troops for extra labor during the year ending on the 30th 
of October last, in fatigue duties, distinguishing that which 
has been besi owed in compensation im labor on roads;" I 
have the honor to state that the report which I had the 
honor to lay before the House, the 18th of November last, 
in compliance with the resolution of the House of Represen- 
tatives of the 20th of April, 1818, gives the strength and 
distribution of the army of the United States. 

The report of the Third Auditor of the Treasury De- 
partment, transmitted herewith, furnishes " the number and 
value of the extra days' labor performed by the several de- 
tachments of the army, in the year ending the Ist day of 
October, 1818, upon roads and other objects of fatigue du- 
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ty. In relation to " such objects of a similar nature^ to 
which it is contemplated to direct the labor of the troops in 
the present year," I have to state, that it is contemplated to 
employ the soldiers, as far as practicable, upon the road be- 
tween Plattsburg and Sacketts Harbor, in the State of New 
York ; upon the road from Detroit to Fort Meigs, in the 
State of Ohio ; upon the road from the Muscle Shoal, in 
Tennessee, to Madisonville, &c. ; and upon fortifications and 
the repairs of barracks, particularly in constructing the bar- 
racks at Baton Rouge. No extra subsistence, except whis;- 
key, nor extra articles of clothing, are allowed to soldiers 
while employed on extra labor ; when a greater quantity of 
clothing than what is allowed by fixed regulations is issued, 
its value is deducted from the pay of the soldier. 

I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 

John C. Calhoun. 

The Speaker of tlie House of Representatives of the United States. 



LETTER 
In relation to the Yellow Stone Eicpedition. 

Depabtmentof Wab, December 29th, 1819. 

Sir, — In reply to your letter of the , requesting to 

be informed of the expenditures which have been, and which 
are likely to be, incurred in fitting out and prosecuting the 
expedition ordered to the mouth of the Yellow Stone, on the 
Missouri River, and of the objects intended to be accomplished 
by the expedition, I have the honor to make the following 
statement : — 

The inclosed report and estimates from the Quarter- 
master General, marked Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, with a state* 
ment of the duty performed, and that which is contemplated. 
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exhibits the expense of the cxpeditioa up the Missouri, for 
the last, and next succeeding three years, with a similar 
statement in relation to that ou the Mississippi. Though 
the last is not relbrred to in your letter, yet, as the two 
movements constitute a part of the same system of measures, 
I believed that it would not be unacceptable to the Com- 
mittee to receive a statement of the whole expenses incurred, 
or likely to be incurred, in its execution. 

The expedition ordered to the mouth of the Yellow Stone, 
or rather to tlie Mandan Village (for the military occupation 
of the former, dependiug on circumstances, is not yet finally 
determined on), is a part of a system of measures, which has 
for its objects, the protection of our north-western frontier, 
and the extension of our fur trade. It is on that frontier 
only, that we have much to fear from Indian hostilities. The 
tribes to the south-west are either so inconsiderable, or sur- 
rounded by white popidation, and, what is not of less im- 
portonce, so cut off from intercourse with all foreign nations, 
that there are reasonable grounds to believe that we shall in 
future be almost wholly exempt from Indian warfare in that 
quarter. Very different is the condition of those on our 
north-western border. They are open to the influence of a 
foreign i>ower, and many of the most warlike and powerful 
tribes, who, by the extension of our settlements, are becom- 
ing our near neighbors, are yet very little acqiiainted with 
our power. To guard against their hostility, it has been 
thought projHjr to increase our forces on that frontier, from 
one to three regiments ; and to occupy now posts, better cal- 
culated to cut off intercourse between the Indians residing in 
our territory, and foreign troders, or posts ; and to garrison 
them with a force sufficiently strong to overawe the neighbor- 
ing tribes. With this view, measures have been taken to es- 
tablish strong posts at the Council Bluff, and the Mandan 
Village, on the Missouri ; at the mouth of the St. Peter's, on 
the Mississippi ; and the Falls of St. Mary's between Lakes 
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Superior and Huron. The posts at Green Bay, ChicagO| 
Rock Islandj and Prairie du Chien, will still be continued. 
The posts at the mouth of the St. Peter's, and the Council 
Bluff, have already been occupied ; and at the Mandan Vil- 
lage will probably be, the next summer. The position at the 
Falls of St. Mary's, has been reconnoitered, and it is intended 
to make preparations the next summer to occupy it. The 
occupation of these posts with an adequate force will, it is 
believed, by establishing over the various tribes in that 
quarter, the influence of our Government, and preventing or 
diminishing that of others, have the most beneficial effects. 
The position at the Council Bluff is a very important one, 
and the post will consequently be rendered strong, and will 
be occupied by a sufficient garrison. It is about half way 
between St. Louis and the Mandan Village, and is at that 
point on the Missouri, which approaches the nearest to the 
post at the mouth of tlie St. Peter's, with which, in the 
event of hostilities, it may co-operate. It is, besides, not 
more than 180 miles in advance of our settlements on the 
Missouri, and is in the centre of the most powerful tribes, 
and the most numerous Indian population, west of the 
Mississippi. It is believed to be the best position on the 
Missouri, to cover our flourishing settlements in that quarter, 
and ought, if it were wholly unconnected with other objects, 
to be established for that purpose alone. 

The position at the Mandan Village has been selected for 
a military post, on account of the many advantages it is sup- 
posed to possess. At tliat point the Missouri approaches 
nearest the establishment of the Hudson Bay Company, on 
the Red River of the Lakes, near the mouth of the Assini- 
boin ; and at the same point it takes a direction to the south, 
which, in the event of hostilities, would render it more diffi- 
cult for any force which might bo brought against it, from 
the possessions of our northern neighbors, to interrupt the 
communication with the posts below. It is, besides, well 
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situated tc protect our tradere, ood to prevent those of the 
Hudson Bay Company from extending their trade towards 
the bead waters of the Missouri, aod along the Ruck}' Moun- 
tftina within our limits, which tract of country is eaid to 
abound more iu fur, and of a better quality than any otlier 
portion of this continent. Tlie [wst at the mouth of the St. 
Peter's is at the liead of navigation on the Mississippi, and, 
in addition to its coinmauding position in relation to the 
Indians, it possesses great advantages either to protect our 
trade, or to prevent that of foreigners. The post contem- 
plated at the Falls of St. Mary's, will, it i,s believed, he of 
very great imi'ortance. The position, as has been stated, has 
been roconnoitreil, and it is found that the communication 
between the two lakes can ho commanded from our side, 
aa the channel pasacs close under the western shore. This 
may be established and maintained at very little additional 
expense. When these posts are all established and occupied, 
it is l)clieved, witli judicious conduct on the part of our offi- 
cers, that our north-western frontiei' will be rendered much 
more secure than heretofore, and that the most valuable fur 
trade in the world will be thrown into our hands. Trade and 
presents, accomimnied by talks calculated for the purpose, 
are amongst the most powerful means to control the action 
of the savages ; and so long as they are wielded by a foreign 
hand, our frontier must ever be subject to the calamity of 
Indian warfare. By the treaty of 1794 Great Britain oh- 
tAined the right of trade and intercourso with the Indians 
residing on our territory ; which gave her nearly a monopoly 
of the trade with the various tribes of the lakes, the Mis- 
skeippi, the Misgouri, and a decided control over all their 
measures. The effects of this ascendency over them nmst he 
reaiemhered, and laiuented, so long as the history of the late 
war shall he perused. The most distressing occurrences, and 
the greatest disastei-s of that period, may be distinctly traced 
to it. This right of trade and intercourso with the Indians, 
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which has to us proved so pernicious, ended in the war, and 
was not reserved by the treaty of Ghent ; and, in the year 
of 1816, Congress passed a law, which authorized the Presi- 
dent to prohibit foreigners from trading with the Indians 
residing within our limits, and instructions have been given 
under the act to prevent such trade ; but it is obvious that 
the act and instructions to Indian agents, can have but little 
eflScacy to remedy the evil. Without a military force pro- 
perly distributed, the trade would still be continued ; and 
even if it were prevented, that which is more pernicious 
would still remain — Indian talks at the British posts, ac- 
companied with a profuse distribution of presents. 

This intercourse is the great source of danger to our 
peace ; and until that is stopped our frontiers cannot be 
safe. It is estimated that upwards of three thousand In- 
dians from our side of the lakes visited Maiden and Drnm- 
niond's Island the last year ; and that, at the latter place 
alone, presents were distributed to them to the amount 
of ninety-five thousand dollars. It is desirable that this in- 
tercourse should terminate by the act of the British (Jovem- 
ment ; and it is believed that it has been continued by its 
agents in Canada, rather in consequence of the practice be- 
fore the late war under the treaty of 1796, than by the di- 
rect sanction and authority of the €rovemment. Its atten- 
tion has, however, been called to it through the proper 
dei)artment ; and, as it is whoUy inconsistent with the friendly 
relation between the two countries, it is hoped that it will 
not be permitted in future. The occupation of the contem- 
plated posts will, in the mean time, put in our hand the 
power to correct the evil. The points on the lakes will ena- 
ble the Government, not only to check effectually all trade 
with foreigners in that quarter, but also to restrain the 
Indians from passing -our limits. On that side the remedy 
will be complete. . 

On the Mississippi and the Missouri, the posts at the 6t« 
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Peter's, nnd the MaodaQ Village, are well selected for the 
game iiurposo. From the Lake of the Woods, wcstwardly, 
the 49th parallel of latitude is the boundar)' eatabliBlied by the 
late conventiOD between the United States and the British 
Poseeseioas. The Hudsoa Bay and the North-west Coftipa- 
tites have several ^msts and trading establishments which are 
believed t6 be much to the eoiith of this line, and, conse- 
qnently, within our territory. When tho boundary is ascer- 
tained and marked, the policy of the act of April 29th, 1816, 
already referred to, may, by means of these posts, be effectu- 
ally enforced } and, in ttiat quarter, as well as on the side 
of the lakes, we will have tho power to exclude foreign- 
ers from trade and intercourse with tho Indians residing 
within our limits. The facility of commtmication, by tho 
Mississippi and Mi89)urt, with our posts on those rivers, is 
BO much greater than tliat betweeu Hudson's Bay or Montre- 
al (particularly without passing through our territory) and the 
British posts north of ours, that our ascendency over the In- 
dians of those rivers, both aa to tiTwIe and power, ought, with 
judicioits measures on our part, to he complete. 

I deem it my duty respectfully to suggest to the com- 
mittee, as it is intimately connected with the subject of the 
present inquiry, that the present system of Indian trade is 
defective ; and, that besides endangering the peace of our 
country, it cannot meet, on equal terms, the well-organized 
trailing associations of our northern neighbors. I will, how- 
ever, forbear from presenting any additional observations on 
this point, as the report which I had the honor to make 
to the House of Representatives on the 5th December, 1818, 
contains my views in relation to it. 

The ultimate success of the contemplated measures must 
necessarily depend very much on the manner in which they 
are executed. With this impression, great care has been 
taken to select officers in every way well calculated to effect 
the objects of Government. Strict orders have also been given 
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to use every effort to presen-e i>eace with the Indians, and 
impress them favorably with our character ; and it affords me 
much pleasure to state to the committee that the conduct of 
Colonel Atkinson (who has received every aid in the Indian 
Department from Major P. Fallon^ the agent) and Colonel 
Leavenwort)), — the former of whom commands the troope on 
the Missouri, and the latter those on the Mississiptii, — as well 
as that of their officers and men, has been very satisfactory, 
and fully justifiecl the confidence reposed in them. There is 
every reason to suppose that, under their judicious conduct, 
the posts will bo established and maintained without exciting 
the hostility or jealousy of the Indians. 

I have the honor to be vour most obedient servant, 

J. 0. Calhoun. 

Hon. A. Smitii, Chairman of the ) 
Committee on Military Affairs. \ 



REPORT 

On the subject of ci\dlizing the Indians, communi* 
cated to the House of Representatives, January 
17th, 1820. 

Departmext of Wah, Jan, \bth, 1S20. 

Sir, — In compliance with a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 6th instant, " that the Secretary of 
War be directed to report whether any, and, if any, what 
progress has been made in the civilization of the Indian tribes, 
and the sums of money, if any, which have been expended 
on that object, under the act of the last session," I have the 
honor to make the following statement : — 

No part of the appropriation of ? 10,000 annually, niade 
at the last session, for the civilization of the Indians, has 
yet been applied. The President was of opinion that the 
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object of the act would bo more certainly e£fecti:ll, by apply- 
ing the fiiun appropriated iu aid of the efforts of societiee, or 
indi^'iduals, who might feel disposed to bestow their time 
and resoiirccB to efiect the object contemplated by it ; and a 
ciroular (of which the inclosed ia a copy) was addressed to 
those individuals and societies who have directed their atten- 
tion to the civilization of the Indians. The objects of the 
circular were to obtain information, and diseloso the views of 
the President, in order to concentrate and unite the efforts 
of individuals and Bocieties, in the mode contemplated by 
the act of the lost session. The information collected will 
enable the President to apply, early in tliia year, the sum 
appropriated. The economy and intelligence with which it 
will be applied, under the superintendence of zealous and 
dbinterestcd individuals, will, it is hoped, carry into effect, 
as far as practicable, the views of Congresa. 

While many of the Indian tribes have acc^uired only the 
vices with which a savage people usually become tainted, by 
their intercourse with those who are civilized^ others appear 
to be making gradual advances in industry and civilization. 
Among the latter description may be phiced the Cherokees, 
Choctawa, Cluckasaws, and perhaps the Creeks, most of the 
remnants of the Sis Nations in the State of New York, the 
Wyandots, Senecas, and Sbawanees, at Upper Sandusky 
nad Wapaghkouetta. The Cherokees exhibit a more favor- 
able . appearance than any other tribe of Indians. Thcri! 
are already eataljlished two flourishing schools among them : 
one at Braioard, under the superintendence of the American 
Board for Foreign Missions, at which, tliere arc at present 
about 100 youths of both sexes. The institution is on tho 
Lancasteriaa plan, and is in a very flouidshing condition. 
Besides reading, writing, and arithmetic, the boys are taught 
agriculture, and the ordinary mechanic arts ; and the girls, 
sewing, knitting, and weaving. At Spring Place, in tlie same 
nation, there is a school on a more limited scale, under the 
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8uperin1endence of the United Brethren, or Moravians. 
Two other schools are projected, in the same nation ; one by 
the American, and the other bj the Baptie^t Board for 
Foreign Missions ; and arrangements are making to establish 
two other schools among that portion of the Cherokee nation 
which reside on the Arkansas. The Ohoctaws and Chicka- 
saws have recently evinced a strong desire to have schools 
established among them, and measures have been taken by 
the American Board for Foreign Missions for that purpose. 
A part of the former nation have appropriated 92,000 
annually, out of their annuity, for seventeen years, as a 
school fund. A part of the Six Nations in New York, have, 
of late, made considerable improvements ; and the Wjrandots, 
Senecas, and Shawanees, at Upper Sandusky and Wapagh- 
konetta, have, under the superintendence of the Society of 
Friends, made considerable advances in civilization. 

Although partial advances may be made, under the 
present system, to civilize the Indians, I am of an opinion 
that, until there is a radical change in the system, any effort 
which may be made must fall short of complete success. 
They must be brought gradually under our authority and 
laws, or they will insensibly waste away in vice and miseiy. 
It is impossible, with their customs, that they should exist 
as independent communities in the midst of civilized society. 
They are not, in &ct, an independent people (I speak of 
those surrounded by our population), nor ought they to be so 
considered. They should be taken under our guardianship ; 
and our opinion, and not theirs, ought to, prevail, in measures 
intended for their civilization and happiness. A system leaf 
vigorous may protract, but cannot arrest their fate. 

I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 

J. 0. Calhoun. 

Hod. Hi Clay, Speaker of the Hotue of RepresentAtiTea. 
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CmCULAR. 

SKFABTMntT 09 WaI, September 3d, ISIB. 

Sir, — lu order to render the mm of 810,000, annuffllT 
appropriated at the lost session of Con^rress for the civiliza- 
tion of the Indiane, as extensively beneficial as [xtssihle, the 
President ia of opinion that it ought to be applied in co- 
operation with the exertions of benevolent associations, or 
individuals, who may choose to devote their time or means 
to effect the object contemplated by the act of CongrCBS. 
But it will he indispensable, in order to apply any jwrtion 
of the sum appropriated in the manner proposed, that the 
plan of education, in addition to reading, writing, and arith- 
metic, should, in the instruction of the Iwys, extend to the 
practical knowledge of the mode of agriculture, and of such 
of the mechanic arts as are suited to the condition of the 
Indians ; and in that of the girls, to spinning, weaving, and 
sewing. It is also indispensable that the establishment 
should be fixed within the limits of those Indian nations who 
border on our settlements. Such associations or individuals 
who are already actually engaged in educating the Indians, 
and who may desire the co-operation of the Government, 
will report to the Department of War, to be laid before the 
President, the locatioc of the institutions under their super- 
intendence, their funds, the number and kind of teachers, 
the number of youths of both sexes, the objects which are 
actually embraced in their plan of education, and the extent 
of the aid which they require ; and such institutions as are 
formed, but have not gone iuto actual operation, will report 
the e.ftent of their funds, the places at whicli they intend to 
moke their establishments, the whole number of youths of 
both sexes which they intend to educate, the numl>er and 
kind of teachers to be employed, the plan of education 
Iulo]>ted, and the extent of the aid reqniretl. 
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This information will be necessary to enable the Presi- 
dent to determine whether the appropriation of Congress 
ought to be applied in co-operation with the institutions 
which may request it, and to make a just distribution of the 
sum appropriated. 

In proportion to the means of the Grovemment, co-opem- 
tion will 1x3 extended to such institutions as may be approved, 
as well in erecting necessary buildings, as in their current 
exiMjnses. 

I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 

J. 0. Calhouk. 



REPORT 

()n the Military Academy at West Point, commnni- 
cat^jd to the House of Representatives, February 
25th, 1820. 

Depabtment of Wab, Fchruary 28<^ 18S0. 

Sir, — In compliance with the resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 26th of February, 1819, "that the Sec- 
retary of War be instmctcd to report to the House, at an 
early period of the next session of Congress, a copy of such 
rules and regulations as shall have been adopted for the govern- 
ment of the Military Academy, together with a list of the ca- 
dets who were attached to the academy on the Ist of January, 
1815, and of such as shall have been appointed between the 
said 1st of January and the 30th of September, 1819, exhib- 
iting the date of their several appointments, with the States 
and Territories from whence they came ; a list of such as shall 
have resigned or have been dismissed, and at what period ; dso, 
a list of such as shall have lx»en comniissioned in the army, 
with the date of their commissions, and of such as shall liave 
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resigned, witli tlie dtibe of their resignntion ; also, that the Sec- 
pctftry be mstriicted to report, as aforesaid, whethor nny, and, 
if any, what, legislfttive provisions are neoessary for the> more 
convenient organization and government of the said academy, 
the better to insure a strict obedience to all proper oi-dera, and 
a sititablerespect to the rights of those whose duty it maybe to 
yield obedience ; " I have the honor to transmit a report from 
the Engineer Department, marked A, which contains the 
rules and regulations for the government of the academy, and 
a list of cadefs, as required. 

In reply to so much of the resolution as relates to the 
bettor oi^nization and government of the Military Acade- 
my, I would respectfully submit a copy of a report from 
the academic staff to this department, marked B ; and a copy 
of a report of the superintendent of the Military Academy, 
containing propositions for its new organization, marked C ; 
with a copy of a report of General Bernard, and Colonel 
McRae, containing remarks on the plan proposed by the super- 
intendent, marked D. The improvements of which the 
Militaiy Academy is thought to be susceptible, are so fully 
discnssed in these reports, as to render unnecessary many 
additional observations ; and the few which I propose to 
make will be piineipally confined to the propositions to sepa- 
rate the academy from the corps of engineers, to increase the 
number of professors and assistants, and to equalize the 
compensation of tlic former.' 

The Military Academy has acquired a character and im- 
portance which seem not to have been contemplated in its 
original institution. It originated in tho act of the 16th of 
March, 1S02, which created the corps of engineers. By that 
Act the President was authorised to establish a corps of en- 
gineers, to consist of one principal engineer of the rank of 
major, with six assistant engineers of the rank of captains 
and lieutenants, to which were added ten cadets ; and the act 
directed that the corps thus or^nized shoulil be stationed 
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at West Pointy and should constitute a Military Academy^ 
The principal engineer, and in his absence the next in rank, 
was made superintendent of the academy ; and the Secretary 
of War was authorized to purchase such books, implements, 
and apparatus, as should be necessary for the use of the in- 
stitution. In the next year, by the act of the 3d of Febru- 
ary, 1803, the President was authorized to attach to the en- 
gineers two teachers, one of the French language and t^ other 
of drawing. The institution remained without any change 
in its character until 1808, when, by the act of the 12th of 
April of that year, authorizing the raising of an additional 
military force, two cadets were attached to each company of 
inftmtry, riflemen, and artillery, authorized to be raised un- 
der it ; making, in the whole, with the ten cadets originally 
attached to the corps of engineers, one hundred and fifty 
cadets. The institution was further enlarged, and changed 
in its character, by the act of the 25th of April, 1812. 
Three professors were then added ; one of natural and exper- 
imental philosophy, another of mathematics, and the other 
the art of engineering in all its branches, with im assistant 
to each professor ; and the cadets, including those that were 
authorized to be appointed in 1818, were increased to two 
hundred and fitly, without being attached to any particnUur 
corps. The act also provides that the cadets, after passive 
through the respective classes, should receive regular degrees 
from the academic staff, and should be promoted into any 
corps, according to the duties they may be deemed competent 
to ])erfornu The academy was thus increased fr(»n ten ca* 
dets to two hundred and fifty ; and, instead of being constitu* 
ted wfiolly of corps of engineers, as at its original institution, 
and being intended to educate officers exclusively for that corps, 
it now comprehends within its scheme of education ofiioer 
oi every arm of the service. Under its present organization 
it ia, in fact, as intimately connected with one corps of the 
iinny as another ; yet the provision of the act of the 16th <d 
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Uni'cli, 1802, which places the Eujieriotendcnce of the inati- 
tulii^'ii tinder the cliarge of the chief of the corps of the engi- 
Deera, and, in his absence, the next in coitmand, Htill 
coutinucs. It is obvious tlyit the organization would be 
more simple, and would correspond more perfectly with its 
present character, if the academy were wholly separated from 
the engineer corps, and the President were authorized to se- 
lect the EuperinteDdcnt from any corps of the army in which 
the most suitable character might be founil. The field of 
selection for so important an oftice would thus be enlarged, 
and the institution be brought more directly under the con- 
trol of the Government. An additional reason will be found 
for the change projiosed, in the iact that the station origi- 
nally assigned to the corps of engineers at West Point, since 
the enlai^ement of that cordis and the great increase of its 
dutie», is not the most suitable. Experience has proved that, 
in time of peace, the chief of the corps should be stationed 
at the seat of Government, to superintend, under its imme- 
diate control, the great and important duties assigned to the 
corps. Most of the officers belonging to it are, in fact, assigned 
to imiwrtant duties at a distance fi-om the academy. The ori- 
ginal connection with theporpshas thus become almost nom- 
inal ; and the interest of the institution would, it is believed, 
be promoted, as has been stated, by their entire separation. 

The number of professors and assistant professors is be- 
lieved to be too few for the wants of the academy ; and the 
two additional professors, one of chemistry, and one of artil- 
lery, with the increase of the assistant professors and teachers 
recommended in the report of General Beiuard and Colonel 
McBae would greatly increase the usefulness and respecta- 
bility of the ocademy. The jirofessor of chemistiy might 
perform the duties of post surgeon, as in our country the 
medical profession and that of chemistry are usually united. 
The number of assistant professors is found to be so inatle- 
^uatc at present, that cadets are appointed to perform the 
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ditty of assistants. The objections against the employmeot I 
of cadets fur tliat purpose contained in thn report of tbe ac*- ' 
deniic ataff, fere deemed satisfactory. 

I entirely concur in the opinion of the super! ntende at of 
the academy, that tlie pay of tbe professors ougbt to be 
equalized, and that the compensation of the other professors 
ought to be made equal to that of natural and experimental 
philosopliy, who receive the pay and emoluments of a lieu- 
tenant-colonel. Neither the difference iu the duties of the 
profusBors, nor the difference in the capacity to perform thoM 
duties, is so considerable as to justify the present differcuca! 
in their pay ; and less compenaation than that proposed, it | 
is believed, will not always command suitable talent. The! f 
compensation proposed in the reiwrt of the superintendent I 
for the teachers and assistant professors, appears to be just I 
and proportionate to that of tlie professors. Tlie pay of thwl 
superintendent of the academy, depends at present on lu»a 
oommiKsion and rank ; and aa the most suitable officer for I 
the post may liold an inferior rank, and as his duty and ex-'l 
penses as superintendent are the same, let his rank be wbuG. f 
it may, it la conceived that it would be proper to allow thfrfl 
superintendent the pay and emoluments of a colonel, pre 
Tided his rank does not give him a greater compeasatioiul 
The present superintendent, who hiis performed his dutie 
with zeal and ability, receives only the pay and emoluments 
of a major of engineers ; and it is known tliat his compen- 
sation is inadeq^uate to meet the expenses to which he is 
Bubjected, as superintendent, in a place so frequented by 
strangers as West Point. The additional number of professocs 
and assistants, and the change in the compensation which has 
been proposed, will add something to the expenses of the 
institutiim ; but the great improvement which it will maka I 
will much more than compensate the public. The i>ay of { 
nperintendent aiid professi.>rs constitutes but a sioaM portion I 
I flf the expense of the academy. The pay and subsistence of ' 
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tUe codcta, the cost of buildings, fuel, stationery, books, &c., 
constitute the body of the expenses ; yet it is manifL'st that 
these, without a suitable namber of able and experieuced 
professors, are of no avail. The annual expenses will be but 
little affected, whether the number and pay of the professors 
are odeijuate or inadequate ; but the prosperity of the insti- 
tution must necessarily depend almost wholly on their num- 
ber and ability. Without a sufBcient number of professors, 
every branch of knowledge necessary to perfect an officer to 
discharge his duties cannot be taught, and without a suffi- 
cient compensation, adequate talents, and experience to teach 
that well, which may be directed to be taught, cannot be 
commanded, A just degree of liberality in the compensation 
of the superintendent, professors, and teachers, is thus 
necessarily connected with true economy, by rendering the 
other and most heavy expenses of the iaatitution in the high- 
est degree effective. 

It will not be necessary to appoint an additional quarter- 
master as paymaster, as recommended in the report of the 
superintendent, as one of the assistant deputy-quartermasters 
has been assigned to West Point, and no great inconvenience 
is experienced in making payment to the officers and cadets 
belonging to the institution under tlie present law. 

The change of the age for admission, from fourteen to 
twenty-one, the periods now fixed by law, to that proposed 
in the report of the superintendent, namely, from sixteen to 
twenty-one, would, for the reason assigned, be proper ; and 
the other change projtosed, with the alterations contained 
in the remarks of General Bernard and Colonel McKae, ap- 
pears judicious, and would doubtless improve the condition 
of the academy. Many of them may however be made, per- 
haps advanta;!;eously, the subject of regulation rather than 
law. In addition to the alterations in the organization of 
the Military Academy proposed in the documents which ac- 
sompany this report, I am of opioiou that the rules and ar- 
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tides uf war are not Buitablc to the institution, and that a 
system ought to be formed for its government. Whetlier the 
cadets are, under the esiating laws, subject to the niles and 
articles of war, ap()eara in some degree doubtful. The court- 
martial in the case of Ragknd, Fairfax, Holmes, Vining, 
nnd.Loring, determined that they were not ; and, although 
the Attorney- General diseented from that opinion, yet the 
court, on ita being re-assembled to rocouBidi-r its opinion, 
adhered to its original decision, notwithstanding the ofijnion 
of the Attorney-General. The interposition of CongreBS to 
settle a point of so much importance would seem to be neces- 
sary. The duties and riglits of the superintendent, profeseors, 
and cadets, ought t^j be rigidly defined, or collisions of the 
most dangerous chamcter to the institution must occur. But 
should Congress remove the present doubt, by subjecting the 
profesBora and cadets expressly to the rules and articles of 
war, it is believed that much uncertainty would still exist as 
to their respective duties and rights. Many of the provisions 
contained in the rules and articles of war ap[)ear not to be 
applicable to the Military Academy ; and of these, which of 
themselves appear to be so, it might be doubtful, under the 
rigid construction which an act so highly penal as that which 
contains the rules and articles of war ought to receive, 
whether, as the professors and cadets are not named in any 
of the provisions, and as most of them expressly reibr to offi- 
cers or soldiers, they could be so construed as to comprehend 
the former. Besides this uncertainty, other objections of a 
weightier character exist against extending the rulua and ar- 
ticles of war to the professors and cadets. Many of the pro- 
visions, which a system for the government of the institution 
ought to contain, arc entirely omitted ; and the puuishments, 
both as to kind and degree, which are necessary for the 
government of the anny, arc not required for that of the 
Military Academy. To remove these objections, I would 
respectfully suggest that the President be requested to pre- 
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pare ft Biiitable Bygtem for the governmont of the Military 
Academy, to be laid before Congress at their next session 
for their approval, 

I cnnnot i-efrain from observing', on a mibject of so much 
iiiiportaDce as the eiluciition of those who may be chained 
with the defeLce of the country, and on whose skill and fidel- 
ity our honor and security must so much depend, that, what- 
ever degree of perfection may be given to the Military Acad- 
emy at West Point, as an elementary school, yet ourmilitai-y 
education, in the higher branches of the art of war, must 
remain imperfect, without n school of application and practice. 
.The education at the Military Academy will be full and com- 
plete for oiBcers of infantrj- ; but those who may be promoted 
into the artillery and the corps of engineers, onght to have 
the means, in a school of application and practice, to com- 
plete their theoretical knowledge in the higher branches of 
the science connected with their profession, and to apply the 
knowledge acquired to practice. It ought never to be for- 
gotten that the military science, in the preaent condition of 
the world, cannot be neglected with impunity. It has be- 
come so complicated and extensive as to reiiuire for its ac- 
quisition extensive mean^, and much time to be exclusively 
devoted to it. It can only flourish under the patronage of 
the Oovemmcnt, and without such patronage it must be al- 
most wholly neglected. A comparatively small sum expended, 
in time of peace, to foster and extend the knowledge of mili- 
tary science, will, in the event of war, be highly beneficial to 
the country, and may prove the means of its safety, A 
school of practice and application, with the exception of the 
cost of the necessary buildings, would be attended with but 
a small expense ; and, with such an iustitution, officers 
would be trained who would be magtera of every branch of 
snowledge connected with their profession, and who, by their 
science, would be not only highly useful, but an ornament to 
their country. Without pursuing the subject any further. 
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I would respectfully refer the House to a report on this 
interesting subject made in obedience to its order, on the 
15th of January, 1819. 

I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 

J. C. Calhoun. 

Hod. U. Clat, Speaker of the House of- Representatives. 



REPORT 

On the Reduction of the Army, communicated to the 
House of Representatives, December 12th, 1820. 

SiH, — In obedience to a resolution of the House of R^p- 
resentatives of the 11th of May last, " directing that the 
Secretary of War report to this House, at the commence- 
ment of the next session, a plan for the reduction of the 
army to six thousand non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privates, and preserving such parts of the corps of engi- 
neers, as, in his opinion, without regard to that number, it 
may be for the public interest to retain ; and, also, what 
saving of the public revenue will be produced by such an 
arrangement of the army as he may propose in conformity 
with this resolution ; " I have the honor to make the follow- 
ing report : — 

I deem it proper, before a plan is presented in detail for 
reducing the army, as proposed in the resolution, to state 
briefly the general principles on which it is conceived our 
military peace estaUishment ought to be organized. It will 
be readily admitted, that the organization of the army ought 
to have reference to the objects for which it is maintained, 
and ought to be such as may be best calculated to efifect 
such objects ; as it must be obvious, on the slightest reflec- 
tion, that on considerations connected therewith ought to 
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depend, not only ita members, but also the priuciples on 
which it ought to be formed. 

The necessity of a standing army in i)eace h not believed 
to be iavolved in the subject under consideration, as the 
resolution presupposes the propriety of maintaining one, and 
in fact, its necessity is so apparent, that, even those least 
favorable to the army have never attempted to abolish it, or 
even to reduce it, since the late war, much below the num- 
ber proposed in the resolution. The objects for which a 
standing army in time of peace ought to be maintained may 
be comprised under two classes : those which, though they 
have reference to a state of war, yet are more immediately 
connected with its duties in peace ; and those wliich relate 
immediately and solely to war. Under the first class may 
be enumerated, as the lea<ling olijects, the garrisoning of 
the forts along our Atlantic frontier in order to preserve them, 
and to cause the sovereignty of the United States to bo re- 
flpected in their immediate neighborhood, and the occupying 
of certain comniantUng posts on our inland frontier, to keep 
in check our savage neighbors, and to protect our nevrly 
formed and feeble settlements in that quarter. These are, 
doubtless, important objects ; but are by nj means so essen- 
tial as those which relate immediately and solely to a state 
of war; and, though not to be neglected wholly, ought not 
to have any decided influence in the organization of our 
peace establishment. Without, therefore, making any fur- 
ther remark on this point of the inquiry, I will proceed to 
consider the other class, on which, aa it comprises the great 
and leading inducement to maintain in this country a regu- 
lar army in peace, the jirominent featui-cs of ita organization 
ought to dc|>cnd. 

However remote our situation from the great powers of 
the world, and however pacific our policy, we are, notwith- 
atandiug, Uable to bo involved in war ; and, to resist, with 
success, its calamities and dangers, a standing army in peace, 
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ia the present improved state of the military science, is an 
indispensable preparation. The opposite opinion cannot be 
adopted, witliout putting to hazard the independence and 
safety of the country. I am aware that the militia is con- 
sidered, and in many respects justly, as the great national 
force ; but, to render them effective, every experienced officer 
must acknowledge, that they require the aid of regular 
troops. Supported by a suitable corps of trained artillerists, 
and by a small but well-disciplined body of infantry, they 
may be safely relied on to garrison our forts, and to act in 
field as light troops. In these services, their zeal, courage, 
and habit of using fire-arms, would be of great importance, 
and would have their full effect. To rely on them beyond 
this, to suppose our militia capable of meeting in the open 
field the regular troops of Europe, would be to resist the 
most obvious truth, and the whole of our experience as a 
nation. War is an art, to attain perfection in which, much 
time and experience, particularly for the officers, are neces- 
sary. It is true, that men of great military genius occasion- 
ally appear, who, though without experience, may, when an 
army is already organized and disciplined, lead it to victory ; 
yet I know of no instance, under circumstances nearly equal, 
in which the greatest talents have been able, with irregular 
and undisciplined troops, to meet with success those regu- 
larly trained. Genius, without much experience, may com- 
mand, but it cannot go much further. It cannot at once 
organize or discipline an army, and give it that military tone 
and habit which only, in the midst of imminent danger, can 
enable it to perform the most complex evolutions with preci- 
sion and promptitude. Those qualities which essentially dis- 
tinguish an army from an equal assemblage of untrained 
individuals, can only be acquired by the instruction of ex- 
perienced officers. If they, particularly the company and 
regimental officers, are inexperienced, the army must remain 
andisciplined ; in which case, the genius, and even experience 
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of the commander, will be of little avail. The groat and 
leading objects, then, of a military establishment in peace, 
ought to be to create and perpetuate military skill and ex- 
perience ; 80 that, at all times, the coimtiy may have at its 
command a body of olficer?, sufficiently numerous, and well 
instructed in every branch of duty, both of the lino and 
staff; and the organization of the army ought to be such as 
to enable the Government, at the commencement of hoBtili- 
ties, to obtain a regular' force, adequate to the emergencies 
of the country, properly orcanizeJ and prepared for actual 
service. It is thus only that we can be in the condition to 
meet the first shocks of hostilities with unyielding firmness, 
and to press on an enemy, while our resources are yet unex- 
hausted. But if, on the other hand, disregarding the sound 
dictates of reason and experience, we should in peace neglect 
our military establishment, we must, with a powerful and 
skilful enemy, be exposed to the most distressing calamities. 
Not all the zeal, courage, and patriotism of our militia, un- 
supported by regularly trained and disciplined troops, can 
avert them. Without such troops, the two or three first 
campaigns would he worse than lost. The honor of our 
arms woidd be tarnished, and the resources of the country 
uselessly lavished ; for, in proportion to the want of efficiency, 
and a proper organization, must, in actual service, be our 
military expenditures. When taught by sad experience, wo 
woiild bo compelletl to make redoubled efforts, with exhausted 
means, to regain those very advantages which were lost fur 
the want of experience and skill. In addition to the ini- 
meosc expenditure which would then be necessary, exceeding 
manifold what would have been sufficient to put our peace 
establishment on a respectable footing, a crisis would be thus 
brought on of the most dangerous character. If our liberty 
should ever be endangered by the military power gaining the 
ascendency, it will be from the necessity of making those 
mighty and irregular efforts to retrieve our aduirs, after a 
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series of disasters, caused by the want of adequate militai; 
knowledge ; just aa, in our physical system, a state of tho 
most dfingerous excitement and parosysm follows that of 
greatest debility and prostration. To avoid these dangerous 
consequences, and to prepare the country to meet a state of 
war, particularly at its commencement, with honor and safely, 
much must depend on the organization of our military peace 
establishment ; and I have, accordingly, in a plan about to 
he proposed for the reduction of the army, directed my atten- 
tion mainly to that \mnt, believing it to bo of the gi-eatest 
importance. 

To give such an organization, the leading principles in its 
formation ought to be, that, at the coDimencemcnt of hostili- 
ties, there should be nothing either to new model or to create. 
The only difference, consequently, between the peace and 
the war formation of the army, ought to be in the in- 
creased magnitude of the latter ; and the only change in 
passing from the former to th& latter, should consist in giving 
to it the augmentation which will then be necessary. 

It is thus, and thus only, the dangerous transition from 
peace to war may be made without confusion or disorder ; and 
the weakness and danger, which otherwise would be inevit- 
able, be avoided. Two consequences result from this prin- 
ciple. First, the organization of the staff in a peace estab- 
lishment ought to be such, that every branch of it should 
be completely formed, with such extension as the number of 
troops and posts occupied may render necessary ; and, 
secondly, that the organization of the line ought, so fer us 
practicable, to be such that, in jiassing from the jieacc to the 
war formation, the force may be sufficiently augmented, 
without adding new regiments or battahons ; thus raising 
the war on the basis of the peace establishment, instead of 
creating a new army to be added to the old, as at the com- 
mencement of the late war. The next principle to be 
observed is, that the organization ought to be such as to iD> 
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duce, iQ time of peace, citizens of adequate talents and re- 
spectability of character to enter and remain in the mihtary 
service of the conntiy, bo that the Government may have 
officers at ila command, who, to the i-eqiiiaite experience, would 
add the public confidence. The correetnesa of this principle 
can hardly be doubted, for, surely, if it 13 worth having an 
army at all, it is worth having it well commanded, 

These are the general principles u[K)n which I propose to 
form the oi^anization of the army, as proposed to he re- 
duced under the resolution. By reference to Tables A and 
B, which contain the proi>osed and present organization, it 
■will bo seen that the principal difference between them ia in 
the reduction of the rank and file. The present organization 
of the staff, with its branches, is retained, with slight alter- 
ations. The principal clianges in it are in that of the Com- 
missary-General of Purchases and the Judge Advocates, by 
which it is intended that they should conform more exactly 
to the principles on which the other branches are now 
formed. It is believed that the true principle of its organi- 
zation is, that every distinct branch of the ataflf should ter- 
minate in a chief, to be stationed, at least in peace, near the 
seat of Government, and to be made responsible for its con- 
dition. It is thus that the Government may at all times 
obtain correct knowledge of the condition of the army in every 
particular, and be enabled to introduce method, order, and 
economy in its dishuraeraents. It is, at present, with slight 
exceptions, thus organized, and the beneficial effects of it 
have already been strikingly exemplified by experience. 
Since the passage of the act of the 14th of April, 1818, 
which gave the present organization to the staff, the expense 
of the army has been greatly reduced, while, at the samo 
time, the various articles supplied have been improved in 
quality, and the punctuality with which they have been is- 
sued ; and while the movements of the army have, at least 
for the present, been rendered more expensive, by occupying 
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the distant frontier posts at the mouth of the St. Peter's 
and at the Council Bhiffs. By a statement from the Adju- 
tant and Inspector General, and the books of the second 
Auditor, marked C, containing the army disbursements from 
1818 to 1820 inclusive, it appears that the expense of the 
army in 1818, the year in which the present organization 
commenced, amounted to ?3,448,445 01, while the amount 
of warrants issued for current disbursements to the first of 
November this year, has amounted only to $2,616,526 11^ 
and the disbursements of the whole year will probably not 
exceed ?2,700,000. In the year 1818, the aggregate 
average number of military establishments, including the 
cadets, amounted to eight thousand one hundred and ninety- 
nine, and that of this year to nine thousand six hundred and 
eleven. It is admitted that, during the same period, a con- 
siderable reduction has taken place in many of the articles 
which constitute the supplies of the army, the effect of which 
has been to reduce its expense ; but, on examination, it will 
appear that the diminution on tliis account is much less than 
what, on the first impression, might be supposed. Many of 
the more considerable items which constitute the expenses 
of the army are fixed by law, and do not fluctuate with the 
change of prices, such as the pay of the oflScers and men, 
the subsistence of the former, and the allowance to them for 
servants, forage, transportation of baggage, &c. All of the 
items estimated for by the Paymaster-General, excepting 
clothing for servants, which is of small amount, partake of this 
character ; to which, if we add those of the Quartermaster- 
General's estimate, which, although the price of some of 
them have, in the period under consideration, been reduced, 
yet that has been at least balanced in the increased expen- 
ditures of that department for the two last years, by the ex- 
tension and increased number of the military posts ; it will 
result, that the reduction in the expense of the army by the 
diminution of prices is substantially confined to the clothing, 
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medical, and siibsistence dopartmenta. Some pains have 
been taken to ascertain tins diminution in the various arti- 
cles Biipplicd by them, and it haa resulted in the belief, that 
the average of those supplied by the clothing and medical 
departments were, in the year 1818, about Bcven per cent. 
higher than in this, and in the subsistence about forty per 
cent. With this data, it ia ascertained (see Table D), that 
the expense of the army this year, had no diminution in price 
since 1818 taken place, would have amounted, deducting for 
the averse number of the two years and allowing for the 
expenditures of the Seminole war in 1818, to about 
*2,791,038 55. This sura deducted from ?3,748,445 01, the 
expense of the army in 1818, and gives for the actual saving, 
after allowing for tlie diminution of prices, the sum of 
8957,356 46 (see Table D), which has been effected through 
the organization of the present staff, by enabling the Depart- 
ment to superintend, iu its minute details, as well the va- 
rious disbursements of the army, as the measures taken to 
prevent the waste of public property. The amount of sav- 
ing may appear to be very great, but it is confidently be- 
lieved that it cannot be materially reduced by any just mode 
of calculation of which the subject is susceptible, 

As great as this result is, it is only in war that the bene- 
fits of a proper organization of the staff can be fully realized. 
With a complete orgaDiaatiun, and experienced officars. 
trained in jwace to nu exact and punctual discharge of their 
duty, the saving in war (not to insist on an increased energy 
and success in our military movements) would bo of incal- 
culable advantage to the country. The number of deputies 
and assistants in each branch ought to be regulated by the 
exigency of the service, and this must obviously depend more 
on the number of posts than on the number of troops ; and 
as no material change can, consistently with the public in- 
terest, be made as to the posts under the proposed reduction. 
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little dinimution can be made in the number of Eubordinate 
officers belonging to the staff. 

It is also jirojiosed to retain the two majors and four 
brigadier-generals. Although it is not probable that there 
will be concentrated, in time of peace, at any one point, the 
force equal to the command of a single major or even of a 
brigadier-^ncral, yet it is conceived that it is important to 
the service that they should be retained. As two regimentB, 
with a proper proportion of artillery and light troops, i 
Btitute in our service one brigade, and two brigades a dw 
vision, the command of a major-general, the number of regi-1 
meats and battalions nnder the proposed organization, tbns 
gives a command equal to that of two majors and four brig- 
adier-generals. But a more weighty, and, in my opinioa^. 
decisive reason why they should be retained, may bo foui 
in the principle already stated, that the organization of tlM 
peace establishment ought to be such as to imUice people a 
talent and respectability to enter and continue in the i 
tary service. To give to the officers of the army the nee 
sary skill and acquirements, the military academy is an lav 
valuable part of our establishment ; but that alone will 1 
inade<iuate. For this purpose respectability of rank am 
compensation mast be given to the officers of the army, . 
due proportion to the other pursuits of life. Every pnideal^ 
individual, in selecting his courae of life, must be govemedjl 
making some allowanco for the natural disposition, i 
tially by the reward wliich attends the various pursuit.s opt 
to him. Under our free institutions, every one is left free ^ 
to make his selection ; and most of the pursuits of life, fol- 
lowed with indiistry and skill, lead to opulence and roepec- 
tabiiity. The profession of arms, in the well-establishod 
state of things which exist among un, has no reward bat 
what is attached to it by law ; and if that should be inferior 
to other professions, it would be idle to suppose individuals 
possessed of the necessarv talents and character would be 




J 



REPORTS AND PUBLIC LETTERS. 



89 



induced to enter it. A mere BCnso of duty ought not and 
cannot be eafely relied on. It Bupposcs that individuals 
would be actufited by a stronger sense of duty towards the 
Government than tbe latter towards them. 

If wc may judge fmm experience, it seems that the 
army, even with these important commands, which, from 
their ranh and compensation, must operate strongly on those 
who have a military inclination, does not present induce- 
ments to remain in it stronger than, nor even as Strang as, 
those of most of the other respcetahle pursuits of life. 

Tbe number of resignations has been very great, of 
which many are among the most valuable officers. Sbould 
the number of generals bo reduced, the motive for entering 
or continuing in the service must also bo greatly reduced ; 
for, like the high prizes in a lottery, though they can be ob- 
tained by a few only, yet they operate on all those who ad- 
venture ; BO the important stations which they occupy are, 
with those best qualified to serve their country, the princi- 
pal motives to enter or remain in the array. To retain them 
is, in fact, the cheapest mode of commanding such talents ; 
for, to pursue the metaphor, if the high prizes were dis- 
tributed among all the tickets, there would be but few ad- 
venturers ; 80, if tiie compensation attached to the general 
officers were distributed proportionally among the other 
officers, the inducement which the army now holds out for 
a military profession to individuals of a suitable cliaractcr, 
would be almost wholly lost. If the generals were reduced 
to one major and two brigadiers, the saving would not ex- i 
ceed $14,432 annually, which, distributed among the otEcei-s 
ia proportion to their jiay, would give a lieutenant hut 
59 additional pay, and to a captain §.^0 87 annually, 
too inconsiderable to have much effect. 

I will proceed next to make a fuw remarks on that por- 
tion of the organization which proposes to reduce the rank 
and file, witljout a corresi)ondciit reduction of the battalions 
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and regiments. By a reference to the table A, it will be 
seen that it is proposed to add the rifle regiment to those of 
the infantry, and unite the ordnance and the light and heavy 
artillerj' into one corps of artillerj^, which, when thus blended, 
to form nine regiments of infantry and five battalions of ar- 
tillery, from the latter of which the corps of ordnance is to 
be taken, to consist of one colonel and lieutenant-colonel, 
two majors and seven captains, and as many lieutenants as 
the President may judge necessary. This organization will 
require all the officers of the line of the present army to be 
retained. The reasons for the union of the corps, as well as 
the other details, will be found explained in the proper place 
in the annexed tables. 

No position connected with the organization of the peace 
establishment is susceptible of being more rigidly proved, than 
that the proportion of its officers to the rank and file ought 
to be greater than in a war establishment. It results im- 
mediately from a position, the truth of which cannot be fairly 
doubted, and which I have attempted to illustrate in the 
preliminary remarks, that the leading object in a reguhir 
army in time of peace ought to be, to enable the country 
to meet with honor and safety, particularly at the commence- 
ment of war, the dangers incident to that state ; to effect this 
object, as far as practicable, the peace organization ought, 
as has been shown, to be such, that in passing to a state 
of war, there should be nothing either to new model or to 
create ; and that the difference between that and the war or- 
ganization, ought to be simply in the greater magnitude of 
the latter. The application of this principle has governed in 
that portion of the formation of the proposed military es- 
tablishment now under consideration. The companies, both 
of artillery and infantry, are proposed to be reduced to their 
minimum peace formation, — the former to consist of sixty- 
four privates and non-commissioned officers, and the latter 
of thirty-seven ; which will give the aggregate of both corps 
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thus formed, six thousand three hundred and sixteen non- 
cuiu missioned officerB, muaiciftna and prirates. Without add- 
ing an additional officiir, or a single company, tliey may bo 
augmented, should a just precaution growing out of our 
foreign relations render it neceasaiy, to eleven thousand fire 
liumlrixl and fifty-eight ; and, pending hostilities, by adding 
two hundred and eighty-oight offiuers, the two corps, on the 
masimum of the war formation, may be raised to the re- 
spectable force of four thousand five hundred and forty-five of 
the artillery, and fourteen thousand four hundred and ninety 
of the infantry ; — making, in the ugsregate, nineteen ihousand 
and thirty-five officers, non-conmiissioned officers and pri- 
vates (see Table E). The war organization, thus raised on 
the basis of the peace establishment, will bring into efiective 
ojwration the whole of the experience and skill of the latter, 
which, with attention, wonld, in a short period, be comnmni- 
ciited to the new recruits, and the officers recently appointed, 
so as to constitute a well-disciplined force. Should tho 
organization of full companies, on the contrary, bo adopted 
for the peace ^establishment, this process could be carried 
to a very limited extent. Six thousand men, bo organized, 
can bo augmented on the full war establishment only to 
nine thousand one hundred and fifteen, by doubling tho 
battalions (see Table E), Any additional force, beyond that, 
must be obtained by adding new regiments and battalions, 
with all the disadvantages of inexperience in the officers and 
men, without the means of immediate instruction. This was 
the fatal error at the commencement of the late war, which 
cost the country so much treasure and blooil. The peace es- 
tablishment which preceded it, was very imperfectly or- 
ganized, and did not admit of the necessary augmentation, 
nor did tho Government avail itself of even its limited 
capacity in that resi»ect. The forces raised were organized 
into new cori)e, in which, consequently, every branch of 
military duty was to be learned by the ofliccra as well aa 
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men. But with all their disadvantages, the experience and 
discipline of the old eBtablishmcnt were of immense use, 
aud have uot been duly appreciated. Tho ofRcers belong- 
ing to it gradually diffused tlieir military knowledge through 
the army, and contributed much to the brilliant results of 
the campaign of 181-1, For the truth of this assertion, 
I might, with confidence, appeal to those officers who then 
acquired so much glory for themselves and their country. 

Another reason remains to bo urged, why, in the peace 
establishment, tho number of officers ought to be great, com- 
pared with the actual force. At the commencement of war, 
an adequate number of experienced officers is of greater im- 
portance than that of disciplined troops, even were it possible 
to have the latter without the former ; for it is not difficult 
to form, in a short time, well-disciplined troops by experienced 
officers, — but the revci-se is impossible. The qualifications 
of the officers are essentially superior to those of the soldiers, 
and are more difficult to be acquiretl. Tho progress of 
military science has not added much to the difficulty of 
performing the duty of the soldier or of training him, but 
it has greatly to that of the officer. No government can, 
in tho present improved etatc of military service, neglect 
with impunity to instruct a sufficient number of its citizens 
in a science indispensable to its independence and safety, — 
and to perfect wlilch instruction, it is necessary that some 
portion of them (tlie number to be regulated by tho resourcea 
of the country, and its relations with other governments) 
should make arms their profession. 

Table F exhibits the estimate of tho saving which will be 
made by the proposed oi^uization. 

I have thus presented an organization which I deem 
the most effective, and which, in future exigencies of the 
country, may be of the utmost importance. A different one, 
requiring, for the present, an cxpondituro somewliat less than 
that proposed, might, in some respects, he more agreeable at 
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this moment ; but, believing that notbing in our situation, or 
in our relation with other Powers, — however pacific at thia 
time, can give a certain assurance of uninterrupted peace, — a 
etate which mny exist in the imagination of the poet, hut 
which no nation has yet had the good fortune to enjoy, — I 
have deemed it my duty to present that organization which 
will most effectually protect the country against the calamities 
and dangers of any future contest in wliich it may Ife our 
misfortune to be involved. Economy is certainly a very high 
political virtue, — intimately connected with tlie power and 
the public virtue of the community. In military operations, — 
which, under the best management, arc so espensive, it is of 
the utmost importance ; but, by no propriety of language, 
can that arrangement be called economical, which, iu order 
that our military establishment in peace should be rather 
less expensive, would, regardless of the purposes for which 
it ought to be maintained, render it unfit to meet the dangers 
incident to a state of war. 

With a single observation, which was omitted in its 
proper place, I will conclude my remarks. The plan pro- 
posed for the reduction of the unny gives six thousjind three 
hundred and sixteen non-commissioned officers, musicians 
and privates, instead of six thousand, — the number fixetl in 
the resolution. It was found difficult to form an organiza- 
tion on proper principles, which would give that precise 
number; and as the difference was not deemed very material, 
1 have ventured to deviate, to that extent, from the terms of 
the resolution. 

J. C. Calhous. 

Tbe Hon, Jous W. TiVLos, Spanker of the Uonae of RepresentotiTei 
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REPORT 

On tlie Expenditures for tlie Indian Department for 
1820 and 1821, communicated to tlie House of 
Representatives, January 16tli, 1822. 

• DzPAsnocrr of Wae, January 15<A, 18S2. 

Sir, — The Secretary of War, to whom was referred the 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the 10th instant, 
" directing that the Secretary of War communicate to that 
House a statement (so far as the same may be in his power 
to make) of the items of all expenditures made, and ex- 
penses inciu*red, in the Indian Department, during the years 
1820 and 1821, together with abstracts of the estimates fur- 
nished for said years by the Indian agents, upon which funds 
have been advanced, or expenses incurred ; and, also, a state- 
ment of the several amounts to which their respective expen- 
ditures were limited by the instructions of said Secretary ; " 
has the honor to inclose, herewith, a statement of the Second 
Auditor, marked A, showing " the expenditures made, and 
expenses incurred, in the Indian Department, for the years 
1820 and 1821," as far as the actual expenditures can be 
ascertained from the vouchers received ; statement marked 
B, containing " abstracts of the estimates furnished for said 
years by the Indian agents, upon which funds were advanced, 
or expenses incurred ; " and document marked C, containing 
a circular for the 19th of March, 1821, to the superintendents 
and agents, by which will be seen " the several amounts to 
which their respective expenditures were limited," together 
with an estimate of the arrearages of the Indian Department 
at the termination of the last year, and the general regu- 
lations which have been adopted to control the expenditures 
of that Department. 

The estimates on which advances were made are neces- 
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sarily imperfect for the year 1820, as the regulation changing 
the mode of making advances to agents and supeiintendents 
was adopted on the 19th Febmaiy of that year. Before that 
period, the disburBements of the Indian Department were 
made without estimates, principally on drafts, drawn on this 
Department by t)ie agents and BUiierintendenta, care being 
taken in accepting the drafts not to exceed the sum allotted 
to each, without satisfactory explanation. Tliis mode of 
covering the diabursementa of the Indian Department was, 
however, found to be defective, as it gave* no previous check 
over the disbursements, and exposed the Government to fraud 
in disposing of drafts on it, by the agents, without account- 
ing for the premium which they might obtain. It is not, 
however, known that any fraud of the kind has been com- 
mitted ; but it was a strong objection to the mode of making 
disbursements, that it was liable to abuse. Under the system 
adopted, if rigidly enforced, the possibility of such frauds is 
excluded. 

Believing it to be within the intention of the resolution, 
I have annoxed to the copy of the circular to the superinten- 
dents and agents of the 19th March laat, which contains the 
amoimt to which their respective expenditures were limitfjd, 
copies of various other circulars which had been at different 
times adopted, in order to introduce economy and account- 
ability, and thereby diminish the expenditure of the Indian 
Department. In addition to these, special instructions, ap- 
plicable to the peculiar state of each agency, have, with the 
same view, at various times, been given to the different agents. 
On account of its amount, and liability to abuse, the expen- 
diture which particularly claimed the attention of this De- 
partment was that on account of rations issued to Indians. 
Not long after the commencement of the present administra- 
tion of this DcjMirtment, the circulars in relation to issuing 
rations (copies of which accompany this Report), were issued 
to the agents and superintendents. It is believed that the 
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regulations which they contain, have had a very happy effect 
in preventing impositions on the Government, and in dimin- 
ishing the disbursements of the Indian Department. 

By referring to the accompanying documents, it will ap- 
pear that the aggregate amount allotted to the agents and 
superintendents, under the circular of March last, is $79,500, 
leaving ?20,500 to meet such general charges against the 
appropriation as belonged to no particular agency, such as the 
debits which might bo brought against it in the settlement 
of former accounts of expenditures for the expenses of rations 
issued to the Indians through the commissary of provisions, 
of visits of Indians to the seat of Government, general expense 
under the Indian Intercourse Act of 1802, transportation of 
annuities, &c. The sum allotted to these various objects has 
proved insufficient. Even with the addition of the balance 
of the appropriation of the last year, it has not been sufficient 
to meet the debits arising from the settlement of old accounts. 
It was believed, when the estimates of the last year were 
made, that the balance of the appropriation of the preceding 
year, with such credits as might be brought to the Indian 
appropriation from the settlement of old accounts, would be 
sujfificient to cover the debits. Such, however, has not proved 
to be the fact, as will appear by reference to the statement 
of the Second Auditor of the Treasury, which accompanies 
this Report. It is proper to remark, that the debits which 
have been brought against the Indian appropriation in the 
last and preceding years, have arisen principally out of the 
settlement of the accounts of army contractors, under contracts 
made before the establishment of the present system of sup- 
plying the army with provisions, which commenced on the 
1st of June, 1819. The amount of rations issued to Indians 
could not, under the old system, be ascertained till the con- 
tractor rendered his accounts for settlement, on which the 
provisions issued to Indians were charged to the proper ap-^ 
propriation ; and the appropriation for the Indian Depart- 



BEP0KI8 AND PUBLIC LETXEBS, 



97 



ment for the year wns thus liable to be ttfTected by the dis- 
bursements of former years. Ab the accounts of the former 
army coDtroctors have been all audited, and as tlio prompt 
settlement of accounts under the present system of supplying 
the army with provisions prevents the accumulation of out- 
staadinv claims, it is believed that the appropriations for the 
Indian Department will not hereafter be affected materially 
by the sottloment of outstanding accounts ; but as balances 
remain due the United States, in several cases, on account 
of subsistenoo, for the recovery of which suits liave been insti- 
tuted against the contractors, it may occur that awards may 
be mode in tlieir fiivor on items chargeable to the Indian 
Department, which, on settlement by the accounting officers, 
have been decided to be inadmissible. In such cases, the 
appropriation for the Indian Departmeat will be charged, 
and the subsistence credited with the amount. 

In conclusion, it may not be improper to state, that, 
although 8200,000 has been the amount of the annual cur- 
rent appropriations for the Indian Department, from the ter- 
mination of the late war till last year, yet the disbursements 
considerably exceeded that sum previous to the year 1820, 
the difference being made up from time to time by appro- 
priations for arrearages. The acting Secretary of War, Mr. 
Graham, estimated the disbursements of the Indian Depart- 
ment at 8250,000, in the year 1817. In his letter to the 
Chcurman of the Committee of Ways and Moans of the 4th 
of January, of that year, he states : " Tlie expenses of the 
Indian Department have been estimated at 9200,000 ; it is, 
however, recommended that this estimate sliould be increased, 
80 as to make a permanent annual appropriation for this ob- 
ject of $250,000, at least. The circumscribed limits of most 
of the Indian tribes east of the MisaisBippi ami Illinois Rivers, 
having rendered their depeudenee npou the chase fur eub- 
Bistence morL- precarious, has produced a more frequent in- 
tercourse between the Indians and those agents of the United 
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States, and a consequent increase of the issue of rations and 
of presents to them." In addition to these causes, the num- 
ber and importance of the treaties which have been held with 
the Indians since the late war, the great increase of the an- 
nuities, and extension of the frontier, have tended very much 
to increase the disbursements of the Indian Department. 
Believing it, however, to be the intention of Congress that 
the expenditure should not exceed 8200,000 per annum, 
efficient measures were adopted, shortly after the commence- 
ment of the present administration of this Department, to 
reduce the amount of the expenditure within that sum. 

Acting on the same principle, after the rcduction of the 
appropriation of the last session to $100,000 for the expenses 
of the Department, every effort was made to reduce the dis- 
bursements within the amount appropriated, which could be 
made without deranging the system established under exist- 
ing laws. The consequence has been a very considerable re- 
duction in the disbursements ; but it has not been practicable 
to bring the expenditure within the appropriation. Though 
measures were taken immediately after the passage of the 
act making the appropriation, yet at points so remote as 
those at which most of the agencies are fi-^ed, nearly one half 
of the year had elapsed before any considerable diminution 
could be effected in the rate of expenditure authorized by 
previous appropriations, by which time (the previous expen- 
diture being at the mte of ?200,000 per annum) the appro- 
l)riation was nearly exhausted, and the expenses of the De- 
partment have been accumulating against the Government, 
without the means of meeting them. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. C. Caluouk. 

IIoii. PuiLir P. Bardoub, Spcukcr of the IJousc of Re])rescntative& 
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On tte Expenditurea for the civilization of tlie Indians, 
communicated to the House of Kepreseutatives 
January 22d, 1822. 



The Secretary of War, to whom was refeiTcd the resohi- 
tion of the House of Representatives of the 31st ultimo, 
" requesting the Pn?Bi(lont of the United States to cause to 
be laid hcforo this House an account of the expenditures 
made under the act to provide for the civilization of the In- 
dian tribes, specifying the tiroes when, the persons to whom, 
and the particular purpose for which, such expenditures have 
been made," has the honor to transmit the inclosed state- 
ment, which contains the information required by the resolu- 
tion. 

The Secretary of War woidd respectfully refer to the 
report made by this Department to the House of Eepresen- 
tatives on the 15th of Januarj-, 1820, in compliance with a 
resolution of that House, of the progress that had been njndo 
in the civihzation of the Indians, which, with the regulations, 
a copy of which accompanies this report, will indicate the 
principles upon which the several allowances for buildings 
and tuition, referred to in the statement, have been made. 

It may be proper to observe, that, by a rigid construction 
of the rules adopted fur the expenditure of the appropriation, 
the schools at Cornwall in Connecticut, and Great Crossings 
in Kentucky, wonld appear to be excluded from any benefit 
from it. It was believed, however, as there was not a suffi- 
cient number of schools in the Indian country, at the time the 
allowances were made, to absorb the whole appropriation, 
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that it would advance the object of Congress in passing the 
act, to include them in the distribution. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. C. Calhoun. 

To the President of the United Stat<»a. 



Defawimest of War, February 29^ 1820. 

The following regulations, in addition to those prescribed 
in the circular of the 3d of September, 1819, have been 
adopted, with the approbation of the President of the United 
States, to govern the future distribution of the sum appro- 
priated by Congress for the civilization of the Indians, among 
individuals or societies who have established, or contem- 
plate establishing, schools for the education of Indian children, 
in conformity to the above-mentioned circular, and who desire 
the co-operation of the Government. 

The position selected for the estabh'shment, a plan of the 
buildings contemplated, with an estimate of the cost, to be 
submitted to the Secretary of War, to be laid before the 
President. 

Government will, if it has the means and approves the 
arrangement, pay two thirds of the expense of erecting the 
necessary buildings. 

No part of the money to be advanced until after the 
buildings are commenced, and one fourth to be reserved un- 
til they are completed. The payment to be made on the 
certificate of the agent of Indian afiairs for the tribe or na- 
tion in which the establishment is located, as to the facts of 
the commencement and completion of the buildings. The 
President of the United States will contribute out of the 
annual appropriation, to each institution which may be ap- 
proved of by him, a sum proportionate to the number of pupils 
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belonging to each, regard being had to the necessary expense 
of the eBtablishinent and the degree of success which has at- 
tended it. 

3To advance to be mode, except for the buildings, till the 
school ifl in actual operation, of which fact, and the num- 
ber of pupils belonging to it, the certificate of the Bui)eriu- 
dent, or persoE having the principal control of the lastitu- 
tion, will be sufficient evidence. 

A report will be annually made for each establishment, on 
the 1st of October, of the number and names of the teachers 
and other persons belonging to it ; the number of students ; 
the number wliich havo complctctl their course, and loft the 
institution since the Istdayof October of the preceding year; 
the number entered ; the amount of disbursements for the 
same period ; and the value and description of projierty on 
hand ; which report will be certified by the superintendent, 
or person having the princijial control of the establishment. 

It is considered to be the duty of all persons who may be 
employed or attached to any institution, not Only to set a 
good example of sobriety, industry, and honesty, but, as far 
as practicable, to impress on the minds of the Indians the 
friendly and benevolent views of the Government towards 
them, and the advantage to them, in yielding to the policy 
of Government, and co-operating with it in such measures 
aa it may deem necessary for their civilization and happiness. 
A contrary course of conduct cannot fail to incur the dis- 
pleasure of Government, as it is impossible that the object 
which it has in view can be effected, and peace be habitually 
preserved, if the distrust of the Indians as to its benevolent 
riews should be excited. 

J. C. Calhous. 
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Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of War to the 
Rev. Jedediah Morse, dated Febraary 7th, 1820. 

Sib, — I have laid before the President your projiosition to 
make a visit of observation and inspection to the various In- 
dian tribes in our immediate neighborhood, in onler to ac- 
quire a more accurate knowledge of their actual condition, and 
to devise the most Buitable plan to advance their civilization 
and happiness. The President approves of the proposed ar- 
rangement, and has directed me to allow you the sum of 
8500 towards the expense of your contemplated journey , 
and he further authorizes me to state to yon, that should 
your actual expenses exceed that sum, the excess will be al- 
lowed yon, provided the appropriation will, at the end of the 
year, justify the allowance. It is desirable that you shoidd 
make your visit to the Northern tribes the next spring and 
summer, and to the Southern tlie next autumn and winter, as 
it is the wish of the Department to have your report as 
early as practicable in order to avail itself of it in the fiiture 
application of the funds for the civilization of the Indians. 

I inclose a general letter of introduction to the superin- 
tendents and agents for Indian affairs, with a list of their 
names and residence, who will afford you alt the information 
and faciUtiea in their power. 

Your attention will be directed to ascertain the actual con- 
dition of the various tribes which you may visit, in a rehgious, 
moral, and political point of liew ; and your report to the 
Department, which you will make at such times as will be 
convenient, will comproliend all such facts, with your reflec- 
tions on them, aa will go to illustrate this interesting subject. 
You will particularly ascertain, as far as practicable, the 
number of the various tribes you may visit, and those adja- 
cent ; the extent of territory, with the nature of the soil and 
climate of the country occupied by them ; their mode of life, 
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customs, lawa and politictit institutions ; and tlic cliarnctcr 
and disiwaition of their raost influential mon. 

You will also particularly report on the number of 
scboola, tlieir position, the number and character of the 
teachers, the number of scholars of each sex, the jilan of 
education, with the degree of success which appears to at- 
tend the respective schools, and the disposition which exists 
in the tribes and with their chief men to promote among 
them education and civilization, You will also report your 
opinion as to improvements which may be made, and the 
new establishments, to promote the object of the Govern- 
ment in cinhzing the Indians, which can be advantageously 
formed. 

The moral condition of the Indians must necessarily be 
veiy dependent on the character of the trade with them, and 
a subject so important will, of course, claim your attention. 
You will report such facta as may come within your know- 
ledge, as will go to show the state of the trade with them, 
and the character of the traders, as, in your opinion, will 
render it better calculated to secure peace between them 
and us, and will contribute more eifectually to advance their 
moral condition. 

You are so fully apprised of the views of the President 
in your intended visit to the Indian tribes, that a further 
enumeration of the objects which are thought interesting is 
deemed unnecessary, satisfied as I am that your zeal and in- 
telligence will permit nothing to escape your observation 
which may be useful lo be known to the Government. Af- 
ter you have collected your materials, you will digest the 
whole into one b^jdy, and present it in such form, and ac- 
company it with such reflections and suggestions, as you 
may deem necessary to accomplish the interesting objects 
which it is intended to promote by your tour. 
I have, itc, 

J. C. Calhoun. 

To the Rov. Jedediad Moui. 
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REPORT 

On the condition of the several Indian tribes, com- 
municated to the House of Representatives, Feb- 
ruary 11th, 1822. 

Depabtment op War, February Sth, 1822. 

The Secretary of War, to whom was refeiTed the reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives, " requesting the 
President of the United States to cause to bo laid before 
this House any information which he may have of the con- 
dition of the several Indian tribes within the United States, 
and the progress of the measures hitherto devised and pur- 
sued for their civilization," has the honor to transmit the 
inclosed table (marked A), containing the number of schools 
established under the patronage of the Government, within 
the Indian country ; the number of scholars at each ; the 
time of their commencement, where fixed, and by whom es- 
tablished ; with remarks on their progress, present condi- 
tion, &c. By reference to the table, it will appear that 
there are eleven principal schools, with three subordinate 
ones, in actual operation ; and that three are in a state of 
preparation ; and that the number of scholars, at the last 
return, at the principal and subordinate schools, amounted to 
five hundred and eight. On these schools there has been 
expended $15,827 56, of which $7,447 56 has been on ac- 
count of buildings, and the balance, $8,380, on account of 
the expense of tuition. It is made a condition of the sub* 
Bcription on the part of the Grovemment, that the schools 
should be established within the Indian country, and that 
the system of education, in addition to reading, writing, and 
arithmetic, should, for the boys, embrace instruction in ag- 
riculture and the ordinary mechanic arts, and for the girls, 
the common domestic industry of that sex. 
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It was thought advisable, at the comnieaeoment of the 
eystcni, to proceed with caution, nod to enlarge the sphere 
of operation as experience should indicate the projier meaB- 
iires to he adopted, by which a useless expenditure of puhlic 
money would he avoided, and the fiystcni adojited for the 
civilization of the Indians have the fairest trial. Experience 
has thus far justified those which have been adopted ; and 
it is accordingly intended to give this year a greater activity 
to the funds, of which a much larger portion may be applied 
to tuition ; the necessary buildings at so many points having 
already been erected. 

Whether the system which has been adopted by the 
Government, if persevered in, will ultimately bring the In- 
dians within the pale of civilization, can only be determined 
by time. It has been in operation too short a period to pro- 
nounce with certainty on tlic result. The present genera- 
tion, which cannot be greatly affected by it, must pass away, 
and those who have been reared under the present system ■ 
of education must succeed them, before its effects can be 
fully tested. As far, however, as civilization may depend 
on education only, without taking into consideration the 
force of circumstances, it would seem that there is no insu- 
perable difficulty in effecting the benevolent intention of the 
Government. It may be affirmed, almost without quahfica- 
tion, that all of the tribes within our settlements, and near 
our borders, are even solicitous for the education of their 
children. With tlic exception of the Creeks, they have 
every where freely and cheerfully assented to the cstabhsh- 
ment of schools, to which, iu some instances, they have con- 
tributed. The Choctawa, in this respect, have evinced the 
most liberal spirit, liaving set aside 86,000 of their annuity 
in aid of the schools established among them. The reports 
of the teachers are almost uniformly favorable, both as to 
the capacity and docility of their youths. Their progress 
■ippeare to be quite equal to that of white children of the 
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same age, and tber appear to be eqnallv susoeptiUe of ac* 
quiriog habits of industrT. At some of the estaUishmenta 
a considerable portion of tlie supplies are raised by the labor 
of the scholars and teachers. 

With these indications, it would seem that there is little 
hazard in pronouncing that, with proper and vigorous efforts, 
thev may receive an education equal to that of the laboring 
portion of our community. Still, however, the interesting 
inquiry remains to be solved, whether such an education 
would lead them to that state of morality, civilization, and 
happiness, to which it is the desire of the Government to 
bring them ; or whether there is not something in their sit- 
uation which presents insuperable obstacles to such a state ? 
To answer this inquiry, we have but little experience. 
There is certainly much encouragement to hope for the best, 
from the fact tliat the Cherokee nation, which has made the 
greatest progress in education, has also made the greatest 
towards this desirable state ; but the experience which* it 
affords is yet imi)erfect. They have adopted some written 
provisions for their government, to a copy of which, with an 
extract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. Steiner, a respectable 
Moravian, who has visited the nation at the interval of 
twenty years, and states the progress which they have made 
in that time, and which accompanies this report (marked 
B), I would resj>ectfully refer the House, as furnishing the 
best testimony of the actual progress which that nation has 
made towards civilization. The zeal of the Cherokecs for 
improvement, and the progress which they have made, are 
further evinced from the liberal provision for a school fund, 
for which the last treaty with them, ratified on the 10th of 
March, 1819, stipulates ; and the fact that there are now 
established in the nation six schools (two of which are upon 
the Lancastcrian system), containing in the aggregate about 
two hundred and thirty scholars. Notwithstanding these 
favorable appearances, many obstacles, difficiUt to be sur- 
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mounted, will impede the progress of the Itijinns to a state 
of complete civilization. 

Without adverting to others, the political relation wliich 
they bear to ua is, of itself, of BufHcient magnitude, if not 
removed, to prevent so desirable a state from being attained. 
We have always treated them aa an independent people ; 
and however insignificant a tribe may become, and however 
surrounded by a dense white population, so long as there arc 
any remains, it continues independent of our laws and au- 
thority. To tribes thus surrounded, nothing can be con- 
ceived more op^wsed to their happiness and civiUaation, than 
this state of nominal independence. It lias not one of the 
advantages of real independence, while it has nearly all the 
disadvantages of a state of complete subjugation. The con- 
sequence 13 inevitable. They lose the lofty spirit and heroic 
courage of the savage state, without acquiring the virtues 
which belong to the civilized. Depressed in spirit, and de- 
bauched in morals, they dwindle away through a wretched 
existence, a nuisance to the surrounding country. Unless 
some system can ho devised groduitlly to change this rela- 
tion, and with the progress of education to extend over 
them our laws and authority, it is feared that all efforts to 
civiUze them, whatever flattering appearances they may for 
a time exhibit, must ultimately foil. Tribe after tribe will 
sink, with the progress of our settlements and the pressure 
of our population, into wretchedness and oblivion. Such 
has been their past history, and such, without this change 
of political relation, it must probably continue to bo. To 
effect it, many difficulties present themselves. It will re- 
quire the co-operation of the General Government and the 
States within which the Indians may reside. With a zeal- 
ous and enlightened co-operation, it is, however, believed 
tkat all difficulties may bo surmounted, and this wretched, 
but in many respects noble race, be ultimately brought 
within the pale of civilization. Preparatory to so radical a 
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change in our relation towards them, the system of educa* 
tion which has been adopted, ought to be put into exten- 
sive and active operation. This is the foundation of all 
other improvements. It ought gradually to be followed with 
a plain and simple system of laws and government, such as 
has been adopted by the Cherokecs ; a proper compression 
of their settlements, and a division of landed property. By 
introducing gradually and judiciously these improvements, 
they will ultimately attain such a state of intelligence, in- 
dustry, and civilization, as to prepare the way for a complete 
extension of our laws and authority over them. 

Before I conclude, I would respectfully refer the House of 
Representatives, for more full and detailed information in re- 
lation to the progress made by the Indians in civiligation, to 
the report of the Rev. Doctor Morse, which was laid before 
the House, in pursuance of a resolution of the 22d Januaiy 
last. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

J. C. Calhoun. 

To the President of the Urited States. 



REPORT 

On the Accounts of the Superintendents of Indian 
Aflfairs in Michigan and Missouri, communicated to 
the House of Representatives, February llth, 
1822, 

Dkpabtment of Wab, February 9th^ 1822. 

Sir, — In compliance with a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 18th ultimo, directing the Secretary 
of War "to lay before that House a copy of the account 
surrent of the Governor of the Michigan Territory, which 
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shall Gxliibit a perfect view of hia BuiTerinteailcncy of Indian 
affairs for tlie jear 1820, and, as far as i:t hia power, the ac- 
count of Buid BUpenDteDdency for the year 1821, specifying 
the particular items of espeuditure, and to whom paid ; 
and, also, a similar account tor said years of the supcrinten- 
dency of the Crovcruor of the late Territory of Misaouri ; *' I 
have the honor to inclose the report of the Second Auditor 
of the Treasury, which contains the information requested. 

It ia proper to obaerve that the amount of presents made 
lo the Indians by the superintendent for the year 1820, was 
very considerably increased by the treaty of Saginaw, which 
acquired fur the Government a very extensive and valuable 
tract of country around the bay of tliat name. No appro- 
priation liaving been made for the expenses of holding the 
treaty, they wore paid out of the ordiuary appropriation for 
the Indian Department, of which a very considerable por- 
tion is blended with tlie current account of the expenditure 
of the year, under the head of " contingent serpicea or prea- 
cntB," of whicli some of the considerable items, particularly 
for horses as presents to the Indians, are connected with the 
treaty, the presents being given cither to prepare the way 
fur a successful issue of the treaty, or to fulfil promises made 
while holding it. The objects of the tour of Governor Cass, 
in 1S20, which constitutes a portion of the expenditure for 
that year, will appear by a reference to the correspondence 
with him in relation ta it, a copy of which accompanies the 
report of the Second Auditor, as part of the vouchers for 
the settlement of his account. The various tribes of In- 
dians within his superintendeucy between the lakes and the 
Mississippi, and the country itself, were but imperfectly 
known, and the principal objecta of the tour were to obtain 
a more thoi-ough knowledge of the character of both, and to 
make known to those tribes the policy and feelings of the 
Government towards them, in order to improve tlic ordinary 
administration of the department, and to carry into effect 
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the system^of measures which had been adopted in relation 
to the intercourse between them and the adjoining province 
of Canada. The measures which were then contemplated, 
are particularly stated in my letter to the Chairman of the 
Military Committee, dated 29th December, 1819, contained 
in a report of the Military Committee of the 3d January, 
1820, to which I would respectfully refer the House. In 
addition to these, there were other objects, which, though 
of minor consequence, were not without interest. It was 
thought to be expedient to extinguish the Indian title to the 
islands in the vicinitv of Michilimackinac, containin^ir exten- 
sive quarries of plaster of pans, and to a military site on the 
Sault de Ste. Marie, and to ascertain whether the Indian 
title had been extinguished to the country in and about the 
settlements at Green Bay and Prairie du Chien. These ob- 
jects were considered of suflScicnt importance to authorize 
the tour ; and, in order to obtain as full information as was 
practicable of a region so little known, two officers of the 
array and an enteri)rising and enlightened mineralogist, were 
attached to the party. The expenses of the tour were 
charged to the appropriation for the Indian Department, as 
its objects were connected with our relations with the In- 
dians, and were taken i)rincipally out of the sum which, in 
the general distribution of the appropriation, had been al- 
lotted to that supcrintendency. Governor Cass received no 
additional compensation, and the officers of the army were 
allowed only the usual compensation of officers of their 
grade, while engaged in the performance of topographical 
duties. The mineralogist was allowed ?1 50 per diem for 
the time actually engaged, comprehending that employed in 
completing his report. The whole expenses of the tour, in- 
cluding presents, and the exj^enses of holding the treaties 
to which I have referred, and by which imjx)rtant cessions 
wei-e obtained, amount to $6,318 02. 

It became necessary, while Governor Cass was at the 
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Beat of Qovemment last autumn, in eettling his account as 
superintendent, to adjust hie personal account against the 
Govemmeut, which had remained open from the date of his 
appointment. In 1814 and 1815, shortly after he received 
hiB appointment, he made application for the allowance of a 
specific sum to cover the various personal expenses to which 
he was liahlc in the performance of his duty as superintend- 
ent. Without ohjecting to the amount which he thought 
necessary for that purpose, he was informed that a specific 
amount could not be allowed ; hut at the same time it was 
stated that, on presenting his account, what was reasonable 
would be allowed. The claim, from its nature, could only 
he adjusted an equitable principles, it being impossible to 
state the items of expense to which, situated as he was, ho 
was exposed from his intercourse with the Indians, The 
facts and statement on which the decision was made, with 
the decision itself, accompany hia accounts, and will he found 
in the abstmct of the vouchers in the report of the Second 
Auditor, Tlie duties which Gkivernor Cuss performed as 
Buperiutendent, being similar to those of Governor Clarke, 
hut more extensive, and, in their performance, attended with 
greater expense, in the adjustment of his account, reference 
was had to the allowance which had been made to the latter, 
making such additional allowance as the difference in the 
two cases, and a regard to equity required. 

The Governors of Territories are, by law, auperintend- 
onts of Indian affairs within tho Territory, whose duties ex- 
lend to a general control over tho agents and other officers 
of the Indian Department within the Terrifory, hut do not 
extend to the performance of the duties assigned to agents, 
nor to the disbursements on account of the expenses of tho 
department within the superiuteudency. These latter du- 
ties, as well as the former, having been assigned to Governor 
Clarke, he was allowed, by the direction of General Arm- 
strong, 51,500 per annum for their performance, and the ex- 
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penses attending the same. The duties of Governor Case 
have been equally extended beyond those belonging to him, 
as superintendent. There being no agent within the penin- 
sula of Michigan, the duties of an agent to the tribes resid- 
ing within its limits necessarily devolved on him ; and the 
disbursements of his superintendency (to which the agencies 
in this and Indiana, with the exception of that at Yin- 
cennes, were annexed, as it was found to be inconvenient to 
separate them from the same general control which, as su- 
perintendent, he had over the Indians in that quarter) were 
made through him. Under these circumstances, it was 
thought just to extend the decision which had been made 
in the case of Governor Clarke to Governor Cass ; to which 
was added an allowance, supposed to be equal to the expense 
necessarily attending the intercourse with the Indiana at a 
point to which there is so great a resort of Indians as De- 
troit, and where, from the neighborhood of the adjoining 
province of Canada, it is necessary to extend to them greater 
liberality and attention than at any other place. 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

J. C. Calhoun. 

Hod. Puilxf P. Barbour, Speaker of the Uouse of Representatiyes. 



LETTER 

On the Accountability of Agents, communicated to 
the House of Kepresentatives, February 12th, 1822. 

Department of War, February llM, 1822. 

Sir, — Since I received your letter of the 14th of Decem- 
ber, written by the instruction of the Committee on Public 
Expenditure, I have carefully reviewed " the existing laws 
for establishing the Department, and for prescribing the du- 
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ties of the several officers thereio," — ia relation to its ex- 
pendlturea, — and I am of the opinion that the organization 
of the Department, — with the exception of that portion 
which relates to Indian aSiiirs, is well calculated to enforce 
accountability, and introduce a high degree of economy. 
The present organization originated in the act of Congress 
of the 14th of April, 1818, and has bean long enough in 
operation to be tested by experience ; and though it has not 
yet attained, in its operation, all the perfection of which it 
is susceptible, yet it is believed that, under no other system, 
has there been greater punctuality in the rendering and set- 
tlement of accounts, or economy in the disbursements of the 
Department. The committee will have a full view of the 
present system and its operations, by reference to the Eegu- 
lations of the Army — a copy of which I herewith transmit. 
They will perceive that these Regulations propose to carry a 
minute and rigid responsibility into every branch of the 
military disbursements, — with what success a reference tu 
the expenditures under their opemtion will best illustrate. 
The committee will perceive, by reference to the Regula- 
tions, that one principle pervades the whole organization — 
to hold the head of each subordinate department responsible 
for the disbursanents of his department. All advances are 
made on his recommendation, founded on precise estimates ; 
and all accounts are rendered to Lim, and, before they are 
audited, are minutely examined by him and approved. It 
is thus that responsibihty is extended to every item of dis- 
bmsemonts, and regularity and economy introduced. 

To give the same perfection to tlie disbursements of the 
Indian Dupartuient, a similar organization ought to be ex- 
tended.to it, — which may be eflected with very little addi- 
tional expense, by attiichtng the office of Superintendent of 
Indian Trade to tliis De[}artnient, as Superintendent of In- 
• dian Affairs, — to have under his direction, — liable to the 
control of this Department, the trade and intercourse with 
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the Indians, and the disbursements of the Indian Depart- 
ment. At present, the office of Superintendent of Indian 
Trade is not connected with, or under the control of any of 
the Departments of the Government, though, in its opera- 
tion, it is so intimately blended with the management of In- 
dian Affairs, as to render it desirable that it should be under 
the same general control with that Department. So much 
of the disbursements of the Indian Department is made 
through the Superintendent of Indian Trade, that, if no 
other cause for the union of the two existed, that alone 
would render it desirable. Even if the present trading sys- 
tem should not be continued, the arrangement pro)x)fled 
would still be proper. Should the Government discontinno 
the trading houses with the Indians, the whole trade would 
be placed in the hands of individuals, which would require, 
on the part of the Government, increased vigilance and at- 
tention, to give to that mode of carrying on the trade a salu- 
tary direction ; and would render it the more necessary that 
this important branch of our public affairs should be placed 
under the direction of a distinct subordinate head. Such 
an arrangement of the Indian Department would render it 
analogous, in its organization, to that of the other branches 
of this Department, and would, doubtless, be attended with 
the same desirable results. An officer specially charged with 
a single department would have leisure to superintend its 
olfairs, and examine its disbursements carefully and mi- 
nutely ; while the Secretary of this Department, freed from 
details,— to attend to which he has so little leisure, — ^would 
have more time to give to the general superintendence of 
the various important duties imposed on him. Without 
such an organization, which, as has been stated, wpuld be 
attended with very little additional expense, — it will be im- 
possible to introduce into the disbursements of the Indian 
Department a high degree of regularity, accountability, and 
economy. 
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As connected with tlie request of the cominitteo, though 
not comprehended in it, I would respectfully suggest the 
propriety of making some change in tlie kw in relation tc 
the effects of deceased non-commissioned officers and sol- 
diers. They are now, by law, placed in charge of the officer 
commaading the troop or company, in whoso custody they 
remain until claimed by the representative of the deceased. 
In many instances the representative never appears, — and in 
others not until after a long interval of time, when, by a 
change of the officers, or their neglect, the effects cannot be 
accounted for. I would respectfully suj^est to the commit- 
tee the propriety of so amending the 95th of the rules and 
articles of war, that, if the representative of the deceased 
non-commissioned officer or soldier should not appear within 
six months after his decease, his effects should be sold, under 
rules to be established by the Department, and the proceoda, 
together with the money he may have left at hia decease, 
should be paid over to the Treasury — to be accounted for to 
his legal representative. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

J. 0. Calhoun, 

Hon. TaoHAa Moittqoiiebt, Chairman of tbo ) 
CuDunittee on Fablio Expen^torM. ) 



On the Expenses of the Army and Military Academy 
for the years f818, '19, '20, and '21, and esti- 
mates for the year 1822 ; communicated to the 
House of Representatives, March 5th, 1822. 

DsriaruENT or Wab, March It, 1832. 

Sir, — Pursuant to a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 7th ult., I have now the honor of trans- 
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mitting " a compamtivQ view of the expenses of the Aiiiiy 
proper, aud Military Academy, for the years 1818, 1819, 
1820, 1821, and estimates for 1832, arranged under the va- 
rious heath of expenditure, according to the present and 
former orgaoiaitioa of the Department of War." The mili- 
tary disburBements for the years 181C aud 1817, aa ex- 
plained by the letter of the Second Auditor, accomimnying 
this Report, are m blended with the aiTeumges of prior years, 
— pay and subsistence of the militia, aud claims of certain 
States and individuals, arising out of the late war, — as to pre- 
clude the possibility of ascertaining the expenses of the Army 
for those years, aud so aa to put it out uf my jwwer to em- 
brace them in the comparative view called for ; though it is 
believed, if it could be embraced in the comparison, the i-e- 
Bult would not vary materially from that founded on the ex- 
I)endituro of the year 1818, ia which year a separation was 
made, for the first time, between the current expenses of the 
Army, and the arrearages growiug out of the expenditures 
of the late war. 

Table A, accompanying tiiia Report, la the statement of 
the Second Auditor, and exhibits a \ie\v of the expenditures 
of the Army proper, including the Military Academy, from 
the year 1818 to 1821, inchisive ; from which it appears 
that the expenditures, after deducting for the increased ex- 
pense on account of the Seminole war la 1818, were, respec- 
tively, for those years, $3,702,405 04, $3,374,731 95, 
$2,816,414 11, and $2,180,093 53. Adding to the expendi- 
ture of the last year, the arrearages of the Quartermaster's 
Department, and subtracting the expenditure incident to 
the reducing of the Military Establishment in June last, the 
estimate fur the expenditure of the year 1822, including the 
balance of such of the appropriiitiona of the last year, as 
are required for the service of this, amounts to $1,800,424 85. 

Table fi is an abstract of the general returns of the 
Army for the years 1818, 1819, 1820, aud 1821,— showing 
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the luinibcr of officers nnd enlisted men, tia reported by tlie 
last returns receivCtl at the Adjutant-General's office, to- 
gether with the Academic Staff and Military Sclionl at West 
Point ; to which is added the number of the Military Es- 
tablishmeot, by the present organization, for the year 1822. 
From the exhibit in tho Table, it appeai-a tliat the average 
strength of tiie Army, including offieora and cadets, for the 
year 1818, was 8,199 ;— for 1819, 8,428 ;— for 1820, 9,693 ; 
— for 1821, 8,109 ; — and that, from the organization of the 
present Military Establishment, if the rank and file be kept 
full, the strength for 1822, will amount to 6,442. 

It also appears from the same Table that the commis- 
sioned officers were, in proportion to the cadets and rank and 
file of the Army, in service for those yeare, thus : — 

In 1818, aa 1 to 11.75. 
In 1819, asl to 12.11. 
In 1820, as 1 to 13.57. 
In 1821, as 1 to 12.18. 
In 1822, as 1 to 10.25. 

Table exhibits the result of the comparative view of 
the expenditures of tbo Anny for the years 1818, 1819, 
1820, and 1821, and estimates of expenditures for 1822. 
To illustrate distinctly the operation of the present system 
in controlling the disbursements of the Army, through the 
instrumentality of a properly organized staff, the items com- 
posing tiie expenditures of the Army have been classed un- 
der two divisions, viz. : — 

First — Those which arc fixed by law, and which cannot 
be materially affected liy administration ; — such as pay to 
the officers and men,— ^-subsistence to tbo former, and the al- 
lowance to them for servants, forage, transportation of bag- 
gage, &c. 

Stcondly — Those items which are embraced under tha 
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general character of supplies for the Army, and which may 
bo reduced by correct administration ; ^uch as subsistence 
to soldiers, clothing, Quartermaster's, and medical stores. 
As most of the articles embraced under the above denomi- 
nations, are exposed to fluctuations in price, and a consider- 
able reduction took place in the medical, subsistence, and 
clothing supplies, within the periods compared, proper allow- 
ances have been made on that account, amounting, in the 
price of provisions, from thirty-nine and a half to forty per 
centum, — and in that of clothing and medical stores, from 
seven to eight and a half per centum. The contracts made 
by the difierent departments, and the prices current for 
those years in the principal cities, have been the guides in 
fixing on those allowances. To the Quartermaster's dis- 
bursements no additions have been made, — as any reduc- 
tions which may have taken place in the prices of supplies 
furnished by that department, have been more than balanced 
by the increased expenditure to which it has been subject 
from the extension and multiplication of the frontier posts. 

From Table C it appears that the expenditures of the 
Army — additions being made as above stated for the reduc- 
tion in prices of stores and supplies in the years subsequent 
to 1818, — so as to raise the prices of these years to the 
standard of those of that year, — would amount, 

In 1818, to . . , $3,702,495 04. 

In 1819, to . . . 3,663,735 16. 

In 1820, to . . . 3,061,884 00. 

In 1821, to . . . 2,327,552 13. 

And by estimates for 1822, 1,929,179 91. 

From the above data and average strength of each year, 
conformably to an abstract of the general returns of the 
Army (Table B), it results, as exhibited in Table C, that 
the average cost of the Army, for each individual, taking 
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the aggregate of the officers, professors of the Military 
Academy, cadets and enlisted men, in the service of the 
United States, for 1818, was : — 

In expenditures not materially affected by adminis- 
tration, on an average, each, . . . $151 93 

In expenditures which may be affected by adminis- 
tration, on an average, each, . . . 299 64 



Total average cost for officers and enlisted men, &c., 

each, for 1818, ?451 57 

For the year 1819, 

In expenditures of the first class, each, ?158 72 
In expenditures of the second class, each, 275 98 



Total average cost, each, for this year, . . ?434 70 

For the year 1820, 

In expenditures of the first class, each, ?140 45 

In expenditures of the second class, each, 175 43 



Total average cost^ each, for this year, . . $315 88 

For the year 1821, 

In expenditures of the first class, each, $136 62 

In expenditures of the second class, each, 150 40 



Total average cost, each, for this year, . . $287 02 

For the year 1822, 

In expenditures of the first class, by esti- 
mates, each, $155 30 

In do. conformably to estimates, each, . 144 16 



Total average cost each for this year, . . $299 46 
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From the above it appears that there has been an actnal 
annual reduction in the average expense of each officer and 
soldier in the service, — 

In the year 1819, of, . . $16 87 each. 
In the year 1820, of, . . 135 69 each. 
In the year 1821, of, . . 164 55 each. 
And by estimates for 1822, of, 153 11 each. 

The act of Congress organizing the general staff, agreea- 
bly to its present formation, was not approved until the 14th 
of April, 1818 ; and the change in the system for control- 
ling the disbursements of the Army, under the superintend- 
ence of the chiefs of each Department located at Washing- 
ton, could not be sufficiently matured befor^ the close of the 
year 1819 ; which, with the additional expense to which the 
Quartermaster's Department was unavoidably subjected in 
the year 1819, from the occupying of advanced military' 
posts on the Missouri and MLssissippi Rivers, will account 
for the comparatively little reduction of expenditure in that 
year. 

The exi)enditure for the year 1822, compared with the 
aggregate of individuals composing the Military Establish- 
ment, though favorable as contrasted with the expenses of 
1818, 1819, and 1820, is not so with that of 1821. This 
difference is accounted for from the present organization of the 
Military Establishment, — the officers being in larger propor- 
tion to the rank and file than under the former organization ; 
bat, if we should suppose the proportion to be the same, the 
comparison, founded on the estimate for 1822, would be more 
favorable in its results than in the expenditures of the prece- 
ding year. From Table C it further appears that the Army, 
for the year 1818, — being 8,199 strong, — ^including general 
staff, professors of the Military Academy, cadets and en- 
listed men, cost, for that year, ?3,702,495 04 ; and that, 
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for the Bame numerical force, at the rate of tlie expenditiireB 
in 1818, would hav-e cost, 



For 1819, .... 
For 1820, .... 
For 1821, .... 
And, on the CBtlmates for 1822, 



83,564,105 30 
2,589,900 12 
2,353,270 98 
2,455,272 51 



After making an allowanoe for the difference in prices 
of articles of supplies, as above stated, the results in fa- 
vor of the latter years are, respectively, ?138,389 74 — 
81,112,594 92—81,349,218 06— and 81,247,222 50. 

Such are the results, as founded on the statement of the 
Second Auditor of the Treasury Department, hut which, 
for the reasons he has assigned in his report, may not be 
Btrictly correct, — as the accounts of the expenditurea of each 
year are not kept separately. It is, however, confidently 
believed that any inaccuracy in the mode of ascertaining the 
amount of the espendituros of the several years, cannot, in 
any considerable degree, vary the result. This great reduc- 
tion in the expenditure has been effected by the present or- 
ganization, principally by the more minute control which, 
through it, has been given both to the disbursement of pub- 
lic money and the preservation of public property. Its bene- 
ficial effects have been no less striking in the prompt rendi- 
tioa and settlement of the accounts of disbursing oiHcers. 
All of the accounts for supplies and disbursements in the 
Department of the Commissary of Subgistenco, for the year 
ending the 1st of Juno last, — the period at which the con- 
tracta for sujjplying the Array expired, — are settled, except 
a few small ones, — amounting in the whole, to 85,405 46 ; 
— though there wre seventy-one contracts formed, and ninety- 
one disbursing ofBcera attached to this Department during 
the year. 

The settlements in the other suhordinate branches of 
this Department are not less prompt. It is believed that 
the system has attained nearly all the perfection of which it 
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is susceptible, — as by Table marked C it will be seen tliat 
those expenditures liable to be affected by administration, 
and which are principally on account of the soldiers, will be 
but little reduced in this year, when compared with those 
of the last ; and it is not doubted that, if preserved, the 
system will hereafter prevent the accumulation of unsettled 
accounts, and of any considerable losses in the expenditure 
for the Army. Taking every circumstance into considerar- 
tion, — ^the number and distance of the posts, — the quantity 
and quality of the supplies, and the large proportion of offi- 
cers and cadets, which, while it better fulfils the object of a 
Peace Establishment, renders the Army more expensive, 
when compared with the aggregate of individuals, — inclu- 
ding officers, cadets, and privates, — ^it is believed that, at no 
period, has the expense of the Military Establishment been, 
in proportion to its size, so small as under its present orga- 
nization. 

Table marked D contains a comparative statement of the 
expense of supplying the Army, from the 1st of June, 1816, 
till the 31st of May, 1817, under the former system ; and 
the same, under the present, from the 1st of June, 1820, 
till the 31 St of May, 1821. The new system commenced 
its operation on the Ist of June, 1819, and, as some addi- 
tional expenses were necessarily incurred in the first year, it 
was thought that its operation would be more fairly tested 
by taking the subsequent year. The year, from the 1st of 
June, 1816, was assumed under the old system, in prefer- 
ence to the two subsequent years, under the belief that it 
presents the fairest test of the operation of the former sys- 
tem ; the accounts of that year being more completely ad- 
justed, and involved in the increased expenditure on account 
of the Seminole War. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

John C. Calhoun. 

noD. p. p. Barbour, Speaker of the House of Kepresentativea. 
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On the Condition of the Militaiy Establishments and 
Fortifications, communicated to Congress, by the 
President, Dec. 3d., 1822. 

DxFABTUiat Of Wab, November 2.11k, 1822. 

SiH, — In compliance with your directions, I herewith 
transmit statements from the major-general of the army, 
and the several subordinate hranches of this department 
which give, in detail, the information requested. 

In order to render the military organization more com- 
plete, the major-general, after the late reduction of the 
army, under the act of the 2d of March, 1821, was sta- 
tioned at the seat of government ; — thus hringing the mili- 
tary administration of the army, as well as its pecuniary, 
through the several subordinate branches, under the imme- 
diate inspection and control of the Government. There is 
reason to believe that the arrangement will be highly use- 
ful. 

The report of the major-general, herewith transmitted 
(marked A), exhibits the present organization, strength, and 
distribution of the army. In the distribution, both in rela- 
tion to the positions occupied, and the number at each post, 
regard has been had to the protection of important points 
and the discipline of the troops. The artillery, with the ex- 
ception of four companies on the Lakes, and one at West 
Point, hasi been assigned to the garrisoning of the various 
fortresses along the line of the sea-coast, and the important 
ordnance depots in the interior ; — while the infantry, with 
the exception of a regiment at Pensacola, has been stationed 
at the important points iu the interior, principally on the 
apper Lakes, and the western frontier. 
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No change has been mode in the course of the year in 
the distribution of the troops, with the exception of trans- 
ferring one company of artillery from Ft'rnandina to Charles- 
ton harbor, one battalion of the second regiment of infantry 
from Sackett'B Harbor to the Bniilt St. Marie, at the outlet 
of Lake Superior, and the whole of the seventh regiment 
from Fort Scott and bay of St. Louie, to the Arkansas and 
Red Rivera, — (o eaoh of which one battalion has been 



The inspectors-general (one of whom has been assigned 
to the artillery, and the other to the infantry), have, in tha 
performance of their duties, visited all the posts and military 
depots in the couree of the year, with the exception of the 
posts on the Arkansas and Ecd Eivers — the inspection of 
which was preventetl by the inspectors being severally at- 
tacked by fever while on their tour of inspection. In addi- 
tion to the inspection by the iuspectora-general, the generals 
commanding the departments have inspected, or are in the 
course of inspection, of the whole of their resjrective com- 
mands. 

The various articles which constitute the supplies of the 
army, have been, during the year, regularly issued, and of 
good quality. 

The Report of the Chief of the Engineers (marked B), 
exhibits the progress which has been made in the course of 
the year, in the erection of fortifications, — also the operations 
of the Board of Engineers, and the Corps of Topographical 
Engineers, — and the jiresent condition of the military acad- 
emy ; by reference to which it will appear that the inijx>r- 
tant duties, assigned to that department, have been per- 
formed in a very satisfactory manner. 

The Report of the Colonel of Ordnance (marked C), 
contains an esliihit of the operations in that branch of ser- 
vice during the last year, — comprising the operations at tho 
armories, — the ordnance depots, — and the measures which 
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have been taken ia relation to the lead tniues, — the BtipcnD- 
tendence of which has been recently annexed to the Ordnance 
Department. The report Batisfactorily shows that this im- 
portant department is gradually attaining a state of hiyh 
perfection. The rigid inspection of the various ordnance 
depots, which has been lately made the duty of the Inspector 
of Artillery, will, it is believed, greatly contribute to improve 
this important branch of servico. 

The Eeports of the Quartermaster-general, Paymaster- 
general, Surgeon-general, and the Commissaries-general of 
Provisions and of Purchases, herewith transmitted (marked 
D, E, F, G, and H), exhibit a very satisfactory view of the 
condition of their respective departments. On the 4th of 
March, 1817, there remained unsettled, on the hooks of the 
second and thinl auditors, of the sums disbursed through 
this department, previous to that date, — §45,111,123 01, 
— which, on the 30th of September last, was reduced to 
84,689,292 95. Since the former period there has been 
disbursed through this department, ?40,887,772 83 ; of 
which, on the 30th of September last, there remained to be 
settled $6,290,110 60, — the greater part of which consists 
of accounts in the ordinary and due course of settlement. 
Of the sums advanced, in the year ending the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1821, to the officers under tlie control of this de- 
partment, but 830,657 48 remained to be accounted for at 
the commencement of this quarter. 

By reference to the statements in tbe reports of the sub- 
ordinate branches of this department, already referred to, it 
will appear that there was drawn from the Treasury, in the 
first three quarters of this year, on account of the aimy, mili- 
tary academy, fortifications and ordnance, §1)930,464 59, — 
and that accounts amounting to ?1, 737, 072 30 have been 
tendered for settlement,— leaving but §193,392 29 to bo 
rendered ; — all, or nearly all of which, it is believed, will be 
accounted for before the termination of the quarter ; and 
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there is reasonable ground to believe that the disbarsementa 
of the year will be made without any loss to the Government. 
Nearly the whole amount which is outstanding, of the dis- 
bursements of the first three quarters of the year, has been 
prevented from being accounted for, either by the sickness 
of the disbursing agents, or the very great distance of the 
posts at which the disbursements have been made. 

Great reductions have been made in the amount of ex- 
penditures in every branch of service, as will appear by 
reference to the reports already referred to, which contain 
comparative statements of the present and former rates of 
expenditure. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

John C. Calhoun. 

Tbe FtaUDxxT of the United StatM^ 
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REPORT 

On the Kxecution of tbe Treaty witt the Choctaws, 
of the 18th of October, 1820, communicated to the 
HoQse of Representatives, February 6th, 1823. 

Dkpaetueiit Of WiB, Fibniari/ illi, 1827. 
The Secrclary of War, to wliom was referred the resolu- 
tion of Representft lives of the 28th ultimo, requesting the 
President of the United States "to inform this House if 
the treaty concluded with tlie Choctaw nation of Indians on 
the 18th day of October, 1820, has been executed, so far as 
respects tbe cession of certain lands to said nation west 
of the Mississippi River, and if possession bos been given of 
the lands ceded to them ; if not, that he assign the reasons 
which prevented the immediate execution of the stipulations 
of said treaty ; and whether the difficulties have diminished 
or increased by the delay in its execution ; " has the honor 
to state that, soon nfter the ratification of the treaty referred 
to, the necessary measures were adopted by this Department 
for the execntion of the stipulations in the foregoing resoln- 
tion of the House of Representatives, and in pursuance of 
which the boundary line of the land ceded to the Choctaws 
west of the Klississippi was ascertained and marked by the 
commissioner appointed for that purpose ; a copy of which 
report is herewith inclosed. And considerable eiforts wei^e 
made, through a special agent appointed for the puriiose, in 
virtue of a stipulation in said treaty, upon the recommenda- 
tions of Generals Jackson and Hinds, the commissioners who 
n^tiated it, to induce the Choctaws to remove and settle 
there (a copy of the instructions to this agent are inclosed), 
hut without success, ns will he seen hy the accompanying 
extracts of letters fi-om the B[>ccial agent (liere referred to), 
and tbe agent to the Choctaw nation, to this Department on 
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the subject. These extracts will also explain the causes of 
the failure, the principal one of which, it is believed, is to be 
found in the number of white settlements in the country 
ceded to the Choctaws. The Department has no informa- 
tion which will enable it to say whether the difficulties have 
diminished or increased by the delay in the execution of the 
treaty. 

John G. Calhoun. 

The Presideat of the United SUtei. 



DxPABniKXT or Was, March 27M, 1S2L 

Sir, — The sum of $65,000 was appropriated by Congress 
to carry into effect the treaty concluded with the Choctaw 
nation on the ISth of October lost, a copy of which is here- 
with inclosed. 

You are cliarged with the superintendence of the ex- 
ecution of that part of the treaty which provides for the emi- 
gration of the Clioctaws to the country which has been ceded 
to them beyond the Mississippi, which it is desirable should 
be done upon the most economical terms, and with as little 
delay as po.ssible. 

The Superintendent of Indian Trade will bo instructed 
to forward to Natchez, as soon as practicable, subject to 
your order, 500 blankets, 500 kettles, 500 rifle guns, with 
bullet moulds and wipers for each, 1,000 pounds rifle powder, 
and a proportionate quantity of lead. Should a greater num- 
ber of these articles, in your opinion, be required, you will 
immediately iuform this Department, and state the probaUe 
number that will be required : it will be forwarded without 
delay. 

The quantity of corn which may be necessary to supply 
the number of Indians that may be disposed to emigrate on 
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their journey, you will purchase on the best terms you can ; 
a further supply, if it slutuld be required, will be fumiBhed 
after their arrival in their new countrj', agreeably to the 
treaty, by Captain George Gray, the Indian agent on Red 
River, who is instructed to perform the duties of agent to 
them. 

In order that Captain Gray may be prepai-ed to meet 
the Indians, and make the necessary provision for them, you 
will correspond with hioi, and advise him of the probablo 
time of their arrival, and of their number. 

Mr. Folsom, who waa recommended by Generals Jackson 
and Hinds as a suitable person for the purpose, has been ap- 
pointed agent (the appointment is herewith inclosed, to be 
forwarded to him), under your direction, to collect all the 
ChoctRws who are desirous of removing beyond the Mis- 
sissippi, and to conduct them thither. 

Mr. Ft>lsom will correspond with you relative to his duty, 
and report to you, from time to time, the number of the 
Indians who declare their intention to emigrate, distinguish- 
ing the number of men, women, and children ; from which 
you will regularly register them in a book to be kept for that 
purpose at the agency, until the 22d day of December next, 
being one year from the ratification of the treaty. All who 
intend to emigrate, and wish to avail themselves of the 
provisions of the treaty, must do so before the period just 
mentioned, as after that time the provision for emigrants 
made by the treaty will cease, and no corn or other articles 
will be issued by the United States. 

When any number of Indians are collected, and ready to 
start on their journey, the agent will inform you of the fact, 
and make a retm-n to you of the pi'ccise number, particularly 
distinguishing the number of wftrriors ; upon which returns, 
duly cortiiii.-d by him, you will issue a sufficient quantity of 
corD to ent'h family or individual, for their support on the 
way. The articles to be given to the warriors will not be 
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deliveitHl to them until they arc about to cross the 
sippi; and you will select some point on the river, con* 
venient to the place where the emigrants shall cross, to 
which the articles can be transported for delivery. 

You will take the receipt of the agent on all such returns, 
specifying the quantity of com and number of articles de- 
livered to the Indians by you, and transmit the same to this 
Department, with your accounts as vouchers. These returns 
will be also registered in the book to be kept at the agency. 

All those who have separate settlements, which fall 
within the limits of the land ceded by the Choctaw nation 
to the United States, and who desire to remain where they 
now reside, in order to avail themselves of the privilege se- 
cured to them by the ninth article of the treaty, must make 
known their intention to remain within one year from the 
ratification of the treaty, and enrol their names upon the 
register which you are required to keep open at the agency 
until that time for the purpose ; otherwise, they will lose 
the benefit of the privilege. This register will be closed at 
the period mentioned, certified by you, and transmitted to 
this Department, with the register of the emigrants, certified 
in like manner. 

You will be particular in ascertaining, yourself, or by the 
agent, the number and names of those who prefer removing 
from the land ceded to the United States to taking reserva- 
tions, and actually do so within the time limited ; as all such 
are to Ikj paid by the United States for their improvements, 
agreeably to a valuation to be made by commissioners to be 
apiwinted by the President of the United States. 

The lines of the land ceded bv the Choctaw nation to the 
United States will be run out immediately by the public sur- 
veyor, under the direction of the Commissioner of the General 
Land OflSce ; those of the land ceded to the Choctaw nation 
will be run out by a commissioner ; and Henry D. Downs, of 
£Iis8is8ip])i, has been appointed. His commission and in* 
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structiona are herewith inclosed to you, to be fuiwarJed to 



Elder Bnishears, Eaij., of MisBiBSippi, was also recommend- 
ed for this duty by Generals Jackson aud Hinds ; but, as one 
would be BiiiScient, Mr. Downs, being the first named, was 
selected. I>est, however, he should be unwilling to serve, I 
liave also inclosed a commission and instructions for Mr, 
Brashears, which you will forward only in case of Mr. Downs 
declining the appointment. The remaining stipulations of 
the treaty will claim the attention of the Government in 
due time. 

You will transmit an estimate of the probable amount 
of funds which will be required for the pui'chase of com and 
for other expenses which may necessarily arise on account of 
emigration from the Choctaw nation, and it will be remitted 
to you from the Treasury. The disbursement of these funds 
will be accounted for separately from those dbbursed for your 
agency, as they are furnished from a distinct appropriation. 

I have, &c., 

John 0. Calhoun. 

WiLl4A« W*EB, Esq. Choctaw AgeuL 



DEF.tttTiiE.Tr or Wak, JfarcA S7f&, 1831, 
Sib, — I inclose you a regular appointment as agent to 
collect all the Choctaws who may be disposed to emigrate, 
agreeably to the late treaty, to the country ceded to tbem 
beyond tlic Mississippi, and to conduct them thither. 

Mr. Wai-d, the Choctaw agent, has been instructed to 
take immediate measures for the emigration of the Ciioctaws; 
and you will correspond with him and take his inst nictions 
upon all points connected with your duty. You wil!, in con- 
junction with Mr, Ward, fi.-c upon the best and sjieediest 
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mode of ascertaining the number of those that may be dis* 
posed to emigrate, and of making your reports to him, from 
which he is required to keep a register of the whole number 
of emigrants, distinguishing men, women, and children, at 
the agency. When all that intend to emigrate are collected 
together and about to commence their journey, provisions 
will be issued to them by Mr. Ward, on your return of the 
number, in which you will be particular in distinguishing the 
number of warriors. The articles for the warriors will be 
delivered to them when they are about to cross the Mississippi. 
Since the conclusion of the treaty, the Department has learned 
that the boundary line of the land ceded to the Choctaw 
nation from Red River to the Arkansas, as fixed by the 
treaty, will probably materially affect the white population 
in the Arkansas territory, and it is the intention of the 
President, if that should be the case, as soon as the line is run 
out by the commissioner who has been appointed for the 
purpose, and liis report is received (in which he is instructed 
to state the number of white inhabitants, and the position 
of the settlements that will be materially affected by it, and 
at what point a line could be drawn, deviating as little as 
possible from that called for by the treaty, which would the 
least interfere with them), to propose to the Indians to alter 
the line accordingly, making to them a suitable compensa- 
tion for the portion of territory they will give up by the 
alteration. With a view to this arrangement, it is the wish 
of the President that the Choctaws should not settle in the 
neighborhood of the whites, but that they should settle 
suflSciently far west to prevent collisions between them. 

You will apprise the Indians of the difficulty that exists 
with respect to the line as it is fixed by the treaty, and of 
the intention of the President to propose an alteration of it, 
and endeavor to prepare them for a favorable result, and, in 
the mean time, to locate them so far west as will not interfere 
with the intention of the Govemn^ent. 



REPORTS AND PDBLIC LETTERS. 



133 



You will be allowed $1,000 ia full for the aciTice which 
is required of you by tho appointment which has been con- 
ferred on yon, which will be paid upon the joint certificate 
of Mr. Wai-d and Captain Gray, that it has been faithfully 
performed. 

I have, &c., 

•T, C, Calhoun, 

Mr, Edwaeh Folsov, Agent, Ac, Miaaiwippi. 



REPORT 



On the Condition of the Military Establishment, 
Foi'tificationa and Returns of tlie Militia; com- 
municated to Congress by the President, Dec. 2d, 
1823. 

SiE, — In compliance with your directions, I herewith 
transmit statements from the Major-General of the Army, 
and the several subordinate brancliea of this Department, 
lettered from A to M, which contain, in detail, a view of the 
adminiBtration of the first tliree quarters of the year, of the 
various branches of the public service intrusted to this De- 
partment ; — comprising the Army, Military Academy, forti- 
fications, ordnance, — including the armories, — military pen- 
sions, bounty lands and Indian Affairs. 

The statements afford satisfactory proof that order, 
accuracy, economy, and accountability have been introduced 
into every branch of the military service, It will be seen by 
them that tho money appropriated by Congress has been ap- 
plied with economy to effect the objects of appropriation ; 
L that the accounts have \xen made up with accuracy, and 
H transmitted with promptitude to the proper departments for 
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settlement, and have there been settled without delay. These 
observations are true, with scarcely a single exception ; and 
the result has been that, of the entire amount of money drawn 
from the Treasury in the year 1822, for military service, — 
including the pensions — amounting to $4,571,961 94, — 
although it passed through the hands of no less than 291 
disbursing agents, — there has not been a single defalcation, 
nor the loss of a cent to the Government ; — and that the 
whole has been accounted for at the Treasury, except a small 
amount which remains in the hands of the disbursing agents, 
ready to be applied to the objects for which it was drawn. 
The disbursements for the first three quarters of this year 
have been equally satisfactory ; and there is every reason to 
believe that no defalcation or loss will occur in the year. The 
administration in relation to Indian affairs, though greatly 
improved, and the expenditure reduced fully one half, is not 
as perfect as that of the military branch of the Department ; 
nor can it be made so, unless rendered equally perfect in its 
organization. It is impossible, under the present arrange- 
ment, that the minute and constant attention to its details, 
which is indispensable to a perfect administration, can be be- 
stowed. 

But it is not only in its disbursements that the military 
service has attained a high perfection. The condition of the 
army in every branch,— both of the line and staff,-^in its 
matei'iel and personnel^ — and in its discipline and adminis- 
tration, — is highly respectable. If there be any exception, 
it is in the discipline of the artillery. Though the officers of 
that branch of the service are equal in skill to those of any 
other, and are distinguished for their attention to their duties, 
yet it is found impracticable, — dispersed as the artillery is in 
commands of single companies, — ^to render their discipline of 
the corps as perfect as is desirable. It is contemplated, 
during the next year, to concentrate a sufficient number of 
artillerists for discipline at some proper point, and, by ren- 
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Jcring their discipline perfect, gradually extend the imprvjve- 
ment, thus acquired, to the whole corps. It can be etfectwl 
without additional expense to the public, and, it is believed, 
without material inconvenience to the service. 

Of the Military Academy, it may with confidence be said, 
that it has attained a state of perfection as [;reat as is iimcti- 
cable under the existing legal provisions, and that it is not 
inferior to any similar institution in any countrj". 

Under the appropriations of the last session, Fcrts Wash- 
ington, Delaware, and the one at the Rigoleta, will be com- 
pleted ; and it is contemplated, should appropriations be 
granted, to commence, in the next year, the works projected 
at New Utrecht, which is intended to cover Fort Lafayette, 
which commands the Narrows at New York, and those at 
Brenton's Point, for the defence of Narraganset Bay. 

The Board of Engineers, besides its ordinary duties, were, 
during the lost summer, engaged in executing several special 
orders ; and, among others, in projecting a breakwater at 
the mouth of the Delaware, under the act of the 7tli of May, 
1820, and in forming a plan for the improvement of the en- 
trance into the Iiarbor of Prcsiiue Isle, on Lake Erie. In re- 
lation to both of these important subjects, it made very in- 
teresting rejiorts, — with plans and estimates, which accompany 
the statement from the Engineer Department, herewith 
transmitted. 

The completion of the new fortresses, and those to be 
erected, will require an appropriation in order to fabricate the 
cannon and carriages necessary for their armament. It is 
cstimoted that an annual appropriation of ?100,000 will, in 
ten years, fui'nish a sutficient number for all the works con- 
templated for the defence of the coast. There would, un- 
doubtedly, bo great economy in granting a permanent appro- 
priation, instead of an annual one, as contractors would vest 
their capital at much less profit, under the assurance which 
would be afforded by the former. 
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Under tlic appropriation to fix a site for a Nationa] 
Armory on the Western waters, — made the last session, — a 
commission, consisting of Col. McKee, Col. Lee, and Capt. 
Talcott, was constituted, which has been incessantly engaged 
in exploring the country on the Western waters, in order tc 
make the location. It has not yet reported, but it is expected 
that it will make its report in the early part of the session of 
Congress. 

In the month of June last, the Riccarees, who inhabit the 
country on the Wisconsin, a little below the Mandan Vil- 
lages, attacked Gen. Ashley with his party, while peaceably 
engaged in trading with them, at their request, — under 
license from the Government, — and killed and wounded 
several of his party. Col. Leavenworth, who commanded 
Fort Atkinson, at the Council Blufis, adopted immediate 
measures of redress. With a part of his command, he made 
a successful attack on the village, and compelled the Biccarees, 
after a considerable loss on their part, to sue for peace. 
Statement marked L contains the correspondence in relation 
to the transaction, and exhibits a full view of the facts. 

The report from the Adjutant-General's oflSce, marked 
M, contains the returns of the militia according to the latest 
reports made to that oflSce. Eetums from only three of the 
States have been received in the course of the year, though 
every efibrt has been used to insure punctuality in making 
them. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

John C. Calhoun. 

To the President of the United States. 
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On the Condition of the Military Estaljlishnieiit and 
Fortifications, communicated to Congress by the 
President, Dec. 7th, 1824. 

DEPABiBESt OB Wak, Dee. arf, IBS*. 

Sir, — In complinnce with your directionB, I herewith 
tmnsioit reports from the various branches of the military es- 
t^blishmcDt, lettered from A to K, which contain a full 
statement of the administration of that portion of the public 
senice which is confided to the Department of War. The 
reports afford satisfactory evidence tliat a high degree of ex- 
cellence has been attaiued in the administration of the 
different branches of the Department. Not an instance of 
defalcation or loss has thus far occurred ; and there is every 
reason to believe that tlie disburscmeots of the year will be 
made without the loss of a cent to the Government, The 
accounts have ahcadybeen rendered for nearly all the money 
which has been drawn from the Treasury in the first three 
quarters of the year, on account of the army, fortifications, 
ordnance, and Indian Affairs ; and it is anticipated with 
confidence, that the accounts of the whole of the disburse- 
ments of tliose fiuarters will be rendered before the end of 
the year. Tlie old unsettled accounts of the Department, 
which, at the commencement of the present administration, 
amounted to 845,1 11,123, have been reduced to 83,136,991 ; 
and further accumulation is effectually prevented in the De- 
partment, liy strict fidelity and punctuality in expenditure, 
and settlement of accounts. 

In order to improve the discipline of the artillery, eleven 
companies have been collected at Fortress Monroe, at old 
Point Comfort, which have been formed into a corps as a 
school of practice for the wtillery, Thu dispersed condition 
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of the artillery rendered the measure necessary to the im- 
provement of its discipline. By passing the whole corps, in 
succession, through the school, a degree of perfection will be 
given to the discipline of the artillery, nearly, if not quite 
equal to that which could be attained, were it practicable to 
collect it into one body, — ^instead of being dispersed, as it is, 
in garrisons in the different fortresses along the whole line of 
the coast. To carry the arrangement into full effect, will 
require the aid of Congress. An appropriation, in particular, 
will be necessary to furnish horses for instruction in the light 
artillery exercise, which may be also used in instructing the 
cavalry drill ; — a branch of service in which the army is now 
without skill or instruction. 

A Board of Officers has been constituted to revise the book 
of field exercise and manoeuvres of infantry, which was adopt- 
ed at the close of the late war, in order to a new and more 
correct edition, — and to adapt it, as far as practicable, to 
the service of militia. It is proposed, also, to add to it a sys- 
tem of light infantry and cavalry drill, and to correct and 
enlarge the military rules and regulations, so as to render 
them as perfect as is practicable with our present experience. 

The organization of the Indian Department has been 
much improved in the course of the year ; — the beneficial 
effects of which are already apparent in its improved adminis- 
tration. 

The hostilities of the remote Indian tribes on the Missouri 
still continue, and have extended, in some degree, to those on 
the upper Missouri and the upper lakes. The continued 
hostility among the various tribes themselves, in that quar- 
ter, it is believed, has contributed, in no small degree, to the 
murder of our citizens and depredation on their property, 
which have occurred ; and measures have been taken to 
effect, if iwssible, a genei'al pacification among them. 

The season was too far advanced when the act passed, to 
carry into effect the intention gf Congress in authorizing 
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treaties to be held with the remote tribesoc the MiBsoiiri, by 
commisBiouers to be appointed by the President, and to bo 
accompanied by a military escort. The commissionerB have, 
however, been appointed (General Atkinson and Major 
O'Fallon, the agent on the Missouri), and measures adopted to 
carry the provisions of the act into effect as soon in the 
spring as the season will admit. It is believed that much 
good will result from the measure, by giriog increased Hecuii- 
ty to our citizens anil trade in that remote region ; — bnt it 
is feared that nothing short of permanent miUtary posts 
will afford comjilete security to either. 

The appropriation of the sum of §10,000, annually, for the 
civilization of the Indians, is producing very beneficial effects, 
by improving the condition of the various tribes in our neigh- 
borhood. Already thirty-two schools are established in the 
Indian nations, and for the most part are well conducted, — 
ia which, during the present year, nine humlred and sixteen 
youths of both sexes have been instnicted in reading, writ- 
ing, arithmetic, and all of the onliiiary occupations of life. So 
lai^e a body of well-instructed youths, of whom several hun- 
dred will annually return to their homes, cannot fail to effect 
a K'ueficial change in the condition of this unhappy race. 

The acts making appropriation for the repairs of Plymouth 
Beach, the improvement of the entrance into the harbor of 
Presque Isle, on Lake Erie, and of the navigation of the Ohio 
and Mississippi, claimed the early attention of the Depart- 
ment, The execution of the first two of these works was placed 
under the superintendence nf oflicei-a of the corps of engineers. 
The first is nearly completed, and pre})aratorj' arrangements 
have been mmle for the curly execution of the second. An 
officer, also of the corps, was assigned to the execution of the 
act for the improvement of the navigation of the Ohio, so far 
as it authorized an experiment to be made in removing the 
sandbars which obstracted the navigation of that river. The 
officer was prepared to make the experiment, but the river 
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romatoed too full, during the fall, for a fair trial. Under 
the other provisiouB of the act, directing measures to be takeo 
to remove snngs, Rswyera and planters, which obstruct the 
navigation of the Ohio and Misaiasippi, a contract has been 
formed with a gentleman experienced in their navigation, to 
free both of those rivers from all such obstmctions, in conform 
ity with the provisions of the act, for the sum of ?(J0,000, — to 
be paid on the execution of the work. In the contract it is 
stipulated that it shall bo executed under the superintend- 
ence and inspection of an officer of the corps of engineers. 

In order to carry Into effect the act of Congress of the 
30th of A]iril last, — authorizing the President " to cause the 
necessary siuveys, plans, and estimates to be made of the 
routes of such roads and canals as ho may deem of nations! 
importance in a commercial or military jioint of view, or 
necessary to the transportation of the public mails" — a board 
was constituted, consisting of General Bernard and Colonel 
Totten, of the engineer corps, and John L. Sullivan, an ex- 
perienced civil engineer. It became necessary, in giving 
orders to tlie hoanl, under the act, to determine what routes 
for roads and canals were of " national importance," in the 
views contemplated by the act, as such only as the President 
might deem to bo of that description, were authorized to be 
examined and sun'eyed. In deciding this point, it became 
necessary to advert to our political system in its distribution 
powers and duties between the General and State Gov- 
In thus regarding our system, it was conceived that 
all these routes of roatls and canals which might be fairly con- 
sidered as falling within the pmvinco of any particular State, 
— however useful they might be in a commercial or political 
view, or to the transportation of the mail, were excluded from 
the provisions of the act. The States have important duties tc 
perform, in facilitating, by means of roads and canals, com- 
mercial and political intercourse ampng their citizens ; and 
within the spheres of these duties, they are more competent 
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to act than the General Govemnient ; and there can be no 
rational doubt but that, as the population and capital of the 
several States iucreaso, these powerful means of developing 
their resources, will receive, from their respective Legisla- 
tures, due attention. But, as numerous as this class of 
improvements ia, and important as it may bo to the General 
Government in the discharge of the various duties confided 
by the Constitution to it, there are other improvements not 
comprehended in it, of a more general character, which are 
more essentially connected with the performance of its duties, 
while they arc less intimately connected with those belonging 
to the 8tate Governments, and less within their power of os- 
ecutioii. It ia believed that this class, and this only, was 
comprehended in the provisions of the act. In projecting 
the surveys in this view of the subject, the whole Union must 
be considered as one, and the attention directed, not to those 
roads and canals which may facihtate intercourse betweer 
parts of the same State, but to those which may bind all of 
the parts together, and the whole with the centre ; thereby 
facilitating commerce and intercourse among the States, and 
enabling the Government to disseminate promptly, through 
the mail, information to every part, and to extend protection 
to the whole. By extending these principles, the line of 
communication by roads and canals, througli the States, the 
General Government, instead of interfcnng with the State 
Governments within their proper sphereti of action, will afford 
(particularly to the States situated in the interior) the only 
meauB of perfecting improvements of a similar description 
which properly belong to them. 

Theee principles being fixed, it onlj' remained to apply them 
to our actual geographical position, to determine what par- 
ticular routes were of " national importance," and which, ac- 
cordingly, the board should be directed to examine, in order 
to cause surveys, plans, and estimates to be prepared, as di- 
rected by the act. 
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The first and most important was conceived to be th«. 
route for a canal extending from the seat of Government, 
by the Potomac, to the Ohio River, and thence to Lake Krie ; 
and, accordingly, as soon as the board was organized, it wae 
ordered to esaniiue and cansc this important route to be mir- 
veyetl. Dr. William Howard and Mr. Jamee Shriver, both 
of whom were well acquainted with the localities of the rtmte, 
were associated, as astiistants, with the board. Two topo- 
graphical brigades (all that could be spared from the survey 
of the coast, for the purpose of fortification), and one brigade 
of smrcyors, under Mr. Shriver, were placed under the orders 
of the board. 

The examination of the route was completed iu Septem- 
ber ; but the survey will not be finished till the next season. 
That part of it, however, which is most interesting, — the 
section of the summit-level of the Alleghany, including its 
eastern Blojie, is completed ; which, it is hoped, will enable 
the board to determine, during the present winter, on the 
practicabihty of the project. Should it prove practicable, 
its execution would be of incalculable advantage to the coun- 
try. It would bind together, by the strongest bond of com- 
mon interest and security, a very large portion of this Union ; 
but in order fully to realize its "im]>ortance in a national 
point of view," it will be necessary to advert to some of the 
more striking geographical features of our country. 

The United States may be considered, in a geograplucal 
point of view, as consisting of three distinct parts ; of which 
the portion extending along the shores of the Atlantic, and 
back to the Alleghany mountains, constitutes one ; that lying 
on the lakes and the St. Lawrence, another ; and that 
watered by the Mississippi, — including its various branches, 
the other. These several portions are very dbtinctly marked 
by well-defined lines, and have naturally but little connection, 
particularly in a commercial point of view. It is only by 
artificial means of communication, that tliis natural sepora- 



J 



REP0IIT9 AND PUBLIC LETTERS. 



143 



tioa can ha overcome ; to eflfect which much has already 
been done. The great canal of New York firmly unites the 
country of the lakes wilh the Atlantic, through the channel 
of the North Kivcr ; and the National Boad from Cumber- 
liind to Wheeling, commenced under the adraiuiatration of 
Mr. Jefferson, unites, hut more imperfectly, the Western with 
the Atlantic States. But the complete union of these sepa- 
rate parts, which geographically constitnte onr country, can 
only be effected by the completion of the projected canal to 
the Ohio and Lake Erie, by means of which, the ciuntry 
lying on the lakes will bo firmly united to that on the West- 
cm waters, and both with the Atlantic States, and the 
whole intimately connected with the centra. These consid- 
erations, of theniaelves, without taking into view others, fairly 
bring this great work within the provisions of the act direct- 
ing the surveys ; btit when we extend our view, and consider 
the Ohio and the Mississippi, with their great branches, but 
as a prolongation of the canal, it must he admitted to be, not 
only of " national importance," but of the very highest nation- 
al importance, in a commercial, military and political point 
of view. Thus considered, it involves the completion of the 
improvements in the navigation of both these rivers, which 
has been commenced under the appropriations of the last 
session of Congress ; and also canals around the fulls of the 
Ohio at LoniBville, and Muscle Shoals on the Tennessee 
Eiver; both of which, it is believed, can bo executed at a 
moderate expense. With these improvements, the projected 
canal would not only unite the three great sections of the 
country together, as has been pointed out, but would also 
unite, in the most intimate manner, all of the States on the 
lakes and the Western waters among themselves, and give 
complete effect to whatever improvements may be made by 
those States individually. The advantages, in fact, from the 
completion of this single work, as proposed, would be so ex- 
tended and ramified throughout these great divisions of our 
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countrVy already coDtaiDing so large a portion of our popnla- 
tioD, aod destined, in a few generations, to ontnmnber the 
mc«t fiopulous states of Europe, as to leave in that quarter, 
n) other work f*jT the execution of the General Grovenunent, 
excepting only the extension of the Cumberland Road from 
Wheeling to St. Louis, which is also conceived to be of 
" national imjiortance." 

The route which is deemed next in importance, in a 
national point of view, is the one extending through the en- 
tire tier of the Atlantic States, including those on the Gulf 
of Mexico. By adverting to the di\'ision of our country 
through which this route must pass, it will be seen that there 
is a striking difference in geographical features between the 
portions which extend north and south of the seat of GroveriH 
ment, — including the Chesapeake Bay, with its various arms, 
in the latter division. In the northern part of the division, 
all the great rivers terminate in deep and bold navigable 
estuaries, — while an opposite character distinguishes the 
mouths of the rivers in the other. This difference gives 
greater advantage to improvement by canal in the northern, 
and less in the southern division. In tlie former, it is con- 
ceived to be of high national im^K)rtance to unite its deep and 
capacious bays by a series of canals ; and the board was ac- 
cordingly instructed to examine the routes for canals between 
the Delaware and the Raritan, — between Barnstable and 
Buzzard's Bay, — and Boston Harbor and Narraganset Bay. 
The execution of the very important link in this line of com- 
munication between the Delaware and the Chesai)eake, 
liaving been already coimuenced, was not comprehended in 
the order. These orders will be executed bv the board before 
the termination of the season. The important results which 
would follow from the completion of this chain, in a com- 
mercial, military, and political point of view, are so striking 
that they need not be dwelt on. It would, at all times, — ^in 
peace and war, — afford a prompt, cheap and safe commuiu- 
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cation between all of the States north of the seat of Govern- 
ment, and greatly facilitate their communication with the 
centre of the Union. The States of New Hampshire and 
Maine, though lying beyond the point where these imjirove- 
mcnts would terminate, would not, on that account, less par- 
ticipate in the advantages, as they are no less interested than 
Massachusetts herself, in avoiding the long and dangerous 
passage round Cape Cod, which would be effected by the 
union of Barnstable with Buzzard's Bay. 

In the section Ijing south of this, none of these advan- 
tages of communication by canal csist. A line of inland 
navigation, it is true, extends along nearly the whole line of 
coast, which is susceptible of improvement, and may be ren- 
dered highly serviceable, particularly in war, and on that 
account maybe fairly considered of "national importance." 
The Dismal Swamp Canal, from Chesapeake Bay to Albe- 
marle Sound, — which is nearly completed, constitutes a very 
important link in this navigation. But it is conceived that, 
for the southern division of our countrj-, the improvement 
which would best effect the views of Congress, would be a 
dumMc road, extending from the seat of Government to New 
Orleans, through the Atlantic States ; and the board will, 
accordlDgly, receive instructions to examine ihe route as soon 
as the next season will permit. 

The completion of this work, and the hne of canals to the 
north, would unite the several Atlantic States, — including 
those on the Gulf, in a strong bond of union, and connect the 
whole with the centre, — which would also be united, as has 
been shown, with those on the lakes and Western waters, by 
the improveiuentH projected in that quarter. 

These three great works, then, — the canal to Ohio and 
Lake Erie, with the improvement of the navigation of the 
Ohio, Mississippi, and the canal round the Muscle Shoals, — 
the eeries of canals connecting the bays north of the seat of 
Government, — and a durable road extending from the seat 
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of Qovemmcnt to New Orleans, uniting the whcde of the soatb- 
cm Atlantic States, are conceived to be the most important 
objects within the provisions of the act of the last session. The 
beneficial effects which would flow from such a system of im- 
provement would extend directly and immediately to eveiy 
State in the Union ; and the expenditure that would be re- 
quired for its completion would bear a fair proportion to the 
wealth and population of the several sections of the country, 
— at least, as they will stand a few years hence. When com- 
pleted, it would greatly facilitate commerce and intercourse 
among^ the States, while it would afford to the Greneral 
Government the means of transmittmg information through 
the mail promptly to every part, and giving effectual pro- 
tection to every portion of our widely extended country. 

There are several other routes which, though not essential 
to the system, are deemed of great importance in a conunercial 
and military point of view, and which the board will recem 
instructions to examine. Among these, the most prominent 
is the connection, whenever it may prove practicable, of the 
Eastern and Western waters, through the principal liven 
discharging themselves into the Atlantic and the Gulf of 
Mexico : for example, the Alabama and Savannah Bivers with 
the Tennessee, — the James River with the Kanawha, — and 
the Susquehanna with the Alleghany ; which last will be 
more particularly adverted to in a subsequent part of the 
Report. -To these we may add, the route from Lake Cham- 
plain to the St. Lawrence, and from the river St. John, across 
Florida Neck, to the Gulf of Mexico. They are both deemed 
important, but the latter particularly so. Should it prove 
practicable, its beneficial effects would be great, comprehen- 
sive, and durable. The whole of the Atlantic and Western 
States would deeply partake in its advantages. Besides the 
facilities of intercourse which it would afford^ between these 
States, our trade with Mexico, Guatimala, and the central 



REPORTS AND PUBLIC LETTEIiS. 147 

parts of the continent, would not only be greatly facilitated 
but rendered mucli more aecure. 

The board have, besides those already ruentioned, ex- 
amined, in coDJunctioD with Pennsylvania commissioners, a 
route for a canal from the Alleghany to the Susquelianna. 
In addition to the importance of this route to a large portion 
of the West and the State of Pennsylrania, it was thought to 
possess other and strong claims on the attention of the 
Government, It is believed to be one of tho most promising 
routes to croas the Alleyhany by a canal communication ; 
and should that by the Potomac prove impracticable, it might 
afford the means of effecting tho great objects intended by 
the canal projected on that route. 

When the various routes, to which I have refeired, are 
examined and surveyed, and plans and estimates formed, in 
conformity with the directions of thp act, it will present so 
full a view of the wliolo subject, as will enable Congress to 
commence and complete such a system of internal improve- 
ment as it may deem proper, with the greatest possible ad- 
THQtage. 

In conclusion, I have to remark, that experience has 
shown the corps of engineers to be too small to perform the 
various duties which are assigned to it. Its duties have been 
more than trebled since its establishment, and are increasing 
every year. During the present year much inconvenience has 
been experienced for want of a sufficient number of officers, 
—notwithstanding every officer of the corps has been on 
active duty during the seasoii. 

I have the honor to remain your obedient servant, 

JoBM C. Calhoun. 

Tn tlie PrceiJent of tlie UaitcJ SlatM 
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REPORT 

On the Extent of Executive Patronage, Feb. 9th, 1835, 

Mr. Calhoun from the select committee appointed to in- 
quire into the extent of Executive patronage ; the circum- 
stances which have contributed to its great increase of late ; — 
the expediency and practicability of reducing the same, and 
the means of such reduction, — ^stated that they have bestowed 
on the subjects into wliich they were directed to inquire that 
deliberate attention which their importance demands, and 
submit, as the result of their investigation, the following re- 
port in part :— 

To ascertain the extent of Executive patronage, — the first 
subject to which the resolution directs the attention of the 
committee, — ^it becomes necessary to ascertain previously the 
amount of the revenue and the expenditure, and the number 
of officers, agents, and persons in the employment of the 
Government, or who receive money from the public treasuiy, 
all of which, taken collectively, constitute the elements of 
which patronage is mainly composed. 

As the returns of the revenue and exj^enditure for the year 
1834 are not yet completed, your committee have selected 
the year 1833, as being the last of which complete and certain 
returns can be obtained. 

The result of their investigation on all these {)oints will 
be found in a table annexed to the report, which contains a 
statement of the gross amount of the revenue under the 
various heads of customs, lands, post-office, and miscellaneous, 
for the year 1833 ; the expenditures for the same period, 
arranged under the various heads of appropriations, — the 
number of officers, agents, contractors, and persons in the 
employment of the Government, or who receive money from 
the public treasury. From this table it appears that the ag- 
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gregato aniouut of the revenue fnrthe year was $35,298,426, 
and of the disbursements, ?22,7l3,755 ; — that tlie num- 
ber of officers, agents, and persons in the employment of the 
Government ia 60,294 ; — of which there belong to the civil 
list, including persons in civil employ, attached to the army 
and navy, 12,144 ; — to the military and Indian department, 
9,643 ; — to the navy, including marine corps, 6,499 ; — to the 
jiost-office, 31,917 ; all of whom hold their places directly or 
indirectly from the Executive, and, with the exception of 
the judicial officers, are liable to be dismissed at his pleasure. 
If to the above there ho added 39,549 pensioners, we shall 
have a grand totnl of 100,079 persona who are in the employ 
of the Government, or dependent directly on the public 
treasury. 

But, as great as is this number, it gives a very imperfect 
conception of the sum-total of those who, as fumisliing sup- 
plies or otherwise, are connected with, and more or less de- 
pendent on, the Government, and, of course, liable to be in- 
fluenced hy its patronage, the number of whom, with their 
dependants, cannot even be conjectured. If to these be added 
the almost countless host of expectants who are seeking to 
displace those in office, or to occupy their places as they be- 
come vacant, all of whom must look to the Executive for the 
gratification of their wishes, some conception may be formed 
of the immense number subject to the influence of Executive 
patronage. 

But to ascertain the full extent of this influence, and the 
prodigious control which it exerts over public opinion and the 
movements of the Government, we must, in addition to the 
amount of the revenue and expenditure, and the number of 
persons dependent upon the Government, or in its employ, 
take into the estimate a variety of circuniatances which con- 
tribute to add to the force and extent of patronage. Those, 
in the regular course of the investigation, would next claim 
the attention of tout committee ; hut as all, or, at least, a 
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far greater part of them, are of recent origin, they will pro- 
perly fall under the next head to which the resolution directs 
the attention of your committee, and which they will now 
proceed to investigate. 

Among the circumstances which have contributed to the 
great increase of Executive patronage of late, the most pro- 
minent, doubtless, are the great increase of the expenditure 
of the Government, which, within the last eight years (from 
1825 to 1833), has risen from $11,490 460 to $22,713,755, 
not including payments on account of the public- debt ; a cor- 
responding increase of officers, agents, contractors, and others, 
dependent on the Government ; the vast quantity of land to 
which the Indian title has, in the same period, been extin- 
guished, and which has been suddenly thrown into the mar- 
ket, accompanied with the patronage incident to holding 
Indian treaties, and removing the Indians to the west of the 
Mississippi, and also a great increase of the number and in- 
fluence of surveyors, receivers, registers, and others employed 
in the branch of the administration connected with the public 
lands ; all of which have greatly increased the influence of 
Executive patronage over an extensive region, and that the 
most growing and flourishing portion of the Union. In this 
connection, the recent practice of the Government must be 
taken into estimate, of reserving to individual Indians a laige 
I)ortion of the best land of the country, to which the title of 
the nation is extinguished, to be disposed of under the sanc- 
tion of the Executive, on the recommendation of agents ap- 
pointed solely by him, and which has prevailed to so great 
an extent of late, especially in the south-western section of 
the Union. 

It is difficult to imagine a device better calculated to 
augment the patronage of the Executive, and, with it, to give 
rise to speculations calculated to deprave and corrupt the 
community, without benefit to the Indians. But as greatly 
as these causes have added to the force of patronage of late 
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there are others of a different nature, wliich liave contributeii 
to give it a far greater and mora dangerous influence. At 
the head of these should be placed the practice so greatly ex- 
tended, if not for the first time introduced, of removing from 
office i>ersoaB well qualilied, and who have faithfully por- 
fonued their duty, in order to fill their places with those who 
ure recommended on the ground that they belong to the 
party in power. 

Your committee feel that they are touching ground which 
may be considered of a party character, and which, were it 
possible consistently with the dischaige of their duty, they 
would wholly avoid, as their object is to inquire into facts 
only, as contributing to increase the patronage of the Execu- 
tive, without looking f o intention, or desiring to cast censure 
OD those in power ; but while they would cautiously avoid 
any remark of a party character, as inconsistCDt with the 
gravity of the subject, and incompatible with the intention 
of the Senate in directing the inquiry, they trust that they 
are incapable of shrinking from the performance of the im- 
portant and solemn duty confided to them, of thoroughly in- 
vestigating to the bottom a aubject involving, as they believe, 
the fate of our political institutions and the liberty of the 
country, by declining to investigate, fully and freely, as re- 
gards its character and consequence, every measure or practice 
of thi? Government connected with the inquiry, whether it 
has or has not been a subject of jiarty controversy. 

In speaking of the practice of removing from office on 
party ground as of recent date, and, of course, comprehended 
under the causes wbioli have, of late, contributed to the in- 
crease of E.tecutive patronage, your committee are aware that 
cases of such removals may be found in the early stages of the 
Grovernment ; but they are so few, and exercised so little in- 
fluence, that they may be said to constitute instances rather 
than as forming a practice. It is only within the last few 
yean that removals from office have been introduced as a 
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system ; and for the first time, an opportunity has been 
afforded of testing the tendency of the practice, and witness- 
ing the mighty increase which it has given to the force of 
Executive patronage ; and the entire and fearful change, in 
conjunction with other causes, it is effecting in the character 
of our political system. Nor will it require much reflection 
to perceive in what manner it contributes to increase so vastly 
the extent of Executive patronage. 

So long as offices were considered as public trusts, to be 
conferred on the honest, the faithful, and capable, for the 
common good, and not for the benefit or gain of the incum- 
bent or his party ; and so long as it was the practice of the 
Government to continue in office those who faithfully per- 
formed their duties, its patronage, in point of fact, was limit- 
ed to the mere power of nominating to accidental vacancies 
or to newly-created offices, and could, of coiu^e, exercise but 
a moderate influence, either over the bxly of the community, 
or of the office-holders themselves ; but when this practice 
was reversed — when offices, instead of being considered as 
public trusts, to be conferred on the deserving, were regarded 
as the s^ioils of victory, to be bestowed as rewards for partisan 
services, without respect to merit ; when it came to be under- 
stood that all who hold office hold by the tenure of partisan 
zeal and party service, it is easy to see that the certain, di- 
rect, and inevitable tendenc : « f such a state of things is to 
convert the entire body of those in office into corrupt and 
supple instruments of power, and to raise up a host of hungry, 
greedy, and subservient partisans, ready for every service, 
however base and corrupt. Were a premium oftered for the 
best means of extending to the utmost the power of patron- 
age ; to destroy the love of country, and to substitute a spirit 
of subserviency and man-worship ; to encourage vice and dis- 
courage virtue ; and, in a word, to prepare for the subversion 
of liberty and the establishment of despotism, no scheme 
more perfect could be devised ; and such must be the tend- 
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encyof the pmctice, with whatever intention aJopted, or to 
whatever extent purBued. 

As connected with this portion of the inquiry, your com- 
mittee cannot avoid adverting to the practice, similar in its 
character and tendency, growing out of the act of the 15th 
of May, 1820, which provides, among otlicr thing:B, that, from 
and after its passage, all district attoraeya, collectors, and 
other disbursing officers therein mentioned, to be appointed 
imder the laws of the United States, shall be appointed for 
the term of four years. The object of Congress in passing 
this act was, doubtless, to enforce a more faithful performance 
of duty on the part of the disbursing officere, by withholding 
reappointments from those who had not faithfully discharged 
their duty, williout intending to reject those who had. At 
first, the practice conformed to the intention of the law, and 
thereby the good intended was accomplished, without mate- 
rially increasing the patronage of the Executive ; but a very 
great change has followed, which hiis, in the opinion of your 
committee, defeated the object of the act, and, at the same 
time, added greatly to the influence of patron^e. Faithful 
performance of duty no longer insures a renewal of appoint- 
ment. The consequence is inevitable ; a feeling of depend- 
ence on the Executive, on the part of the incumbent, in- 
creasing aa his term approaches its end, with a great increase 
of the nimiber of those who desire his place, followed by an 
active competition between the occupant and those who seek 
his place, accompanied by all those acts of compliance and 
subserviency by which power is conciliated ; and, of course, 
with a corresponding increase of the number of ihcee influ- 
snced by the Executive will. 

In enumerating the causes wliich have, of late, increased 
Executive patronage, your committee cannot, without a de- 
reliction of duty, pass over one of very recent origin, although 
they are aware that it is almost impossible to allude to it, in 
the most dehcuto manner, without exciting feelings of a party 
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character^ which they are sincerely anxious to avoid ; they 
refer to the increased power which late events have given to 
the Executive over the public funds, and, with it, the cur- 
rency of the country. 

In considering this part of the subject of their inquiry, it 
is the intention of the committee to confine themselves ex- 
clusively to the tendency of the events to which they refer 
as increasing Executive patronage, avoiding all allusion to 
motives, or to the legality of the acts in question. 

Whatever diversity of opinion may exist as to the ex- 
pediency or the legality of. removing the deposits, there can, 
it is supposed, be none as to the fact that the removal has, 
as things now stand, increased the power and patronage of 
the Executive in reference to the public funds. They are 
now, in point of fact, under his sole and unlimited control ; 
and may, at his pleasure, be withdrawn from the banks 
where he has ordered them to be deposited, be placed in 
other banks, or in the custody of whomsoever he may choose 
to select, without limitation or restriction ; and must con- 
tinue subject to his sole will, till placed, by an act of Con- 
gress, under the custody of the laws. Whether any provi- 
sion can be devised which would place them as much beyond 
the control of the Executive in their present as they were in 
their former i)lace of deposit, and which, at the same time, 
would not endanger their safety, are points on which your 
conunittee do not deem it necessary to venture an opinion. 
What addition this unlimited control over the public funds, 
from the time of their collection till that of their disburse- 
ment, makes to the patronage of the Executive, is di£Scult 
to estimate. According to the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, the amount of the public funds in deposit on 
the Ist of Januar}', 1834, was $11,702,905 ; and their 
estimated amount, on the 31st of December last, was 
88,695,981 ; making an average amount for the year of 
$10,199,443, the use of which, considering the pennanency 
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of the deposits, may be estimated as not of leas value to 
the Iwioks in which they were deposited than four per cent. ; 
making, at Ihat rate, on the average amount in deposit, 
the sum of 8407,977 per annum. This immense gain to 
these powerful and influential monopolies depends upon the 
will and pleasure of the Executive, and must give him a 
corresponding control over them. But this, of itself, affords 
a very imperfect view of the extent of his patronage, de- 
pendent on his control over the public deposits. To ascer- 
tain its full extent, the advantages which these bants liave, 
ia consequence of the doposits, in circulating their notes 
and in dealing in exchanges, and the competition whicli it 
must excite among the banks, generally, to supplant each 
other in these advantages, and, of course, in Executive 
fevor, on which they depend, and which must tend to create, 
on their part, a universal spirit of dependence and snl>- 
serviency, — the means which the deposits necessarily afford 
to raiso or depress at pleasure the value of the stock of this 
or that bank, — and the wide field which is eonaequently 
opened to the initiated partisans of power for the accumula- 
tion of fortunes by speculations in bank stock, — the facility 
which all these causes combined must give to political 
favorites in obtaining bank accommodations, — and, finally, 
the control which the accompanjing power of designating 
the notes of what banks may, and may not, be received in 
the public dues, — gives to the Executive over these institu- 
tions, must bo taken into the estimate, to form a correct 
opinion of the full force of this tremendous engine of power 
and influence, wielded, as things now stand, by the will of a 
single individual. 

Your committee have now enumerated the principal 
vauses which have, of late, contributed to increase so greatly 
the patronage of the Executive. There are others still re- 
maining to bo noticed, which have greatly contributed to this 
increase, and which claim the most serious consideration ; 
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but, as they are of an incidental character, it is proposecl tc 
consider them in their proper connection, in a subsequent part 
of this report. Having completed, under its proper head, 
the inquiry as to the extent of Executive patronage, and the 
cause of its recent increase, your committee will next proceed 
to investigate the deeply interesting questions of the expe- 
diency and pmcticability of its reduction. 

In considering the question of the expediency of its reduc- 
tion, your committee do not deem it necessary to enter into 
an elaborate argument to prove that patronage, at best, is but 
a necessary evil ; that its tendency, where it is not effectual- 
ly checked and regulated, is to debase and corrupt the com- 
munity ; and that it is, of course, a fundamental maxim in 
all States having free and popular institutions, that no more 
should be tolerated than is necessary to maintain the proper 
efficacy of government. How little this principle, so essential 
to the preservation of liberty in popular governments, has 
been respected under ours, the view which has already been 
presented of the vast extent to which patronage has already 
attained under this Government, and its rapid growth, but 
too clearly demonstrate. But as great and as rapid as has 
been its growth, it may be thought by some who have not 
duly reflected upon the subject, that it is not more than 
suflScient to maintain the Government in its proper eflSciency, 
and that it cannot be diminished without exposing our in- 
stitutions to the danger of weakness and anarchy. To de- 
monstrate the utter fallacy of such a supposition, it is only 
necessary to compare the present with the past, in reference 
to the point under consideration. 

No one capable of judging will venture to assert that the 
patronage of the Executive branch of this Government, in 
any stage of its existence, from the time it went fairly into 
opemtion, has ever proved deficient in proper influence and 
control ; yet, if the present be compared with any past period 
of our history, excluding, of course, that of the late war, the 
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patronage now under the control of the Executive will lie 
found grontly to exceed that of any former period. To illus- 
trate the truth of this remark, your committee will select, 
for comparison, the years 1825 and 1833 : the former, be- 
cause it was thought, even then, by many of the most ex- 
perienced and reflecting of our cilizena, that Executive 
patronage had attained a dangerous extent ; and the latter, 
because it is the latest period of which we have the requisite 
materinls to make the comparison. What, then, is the 
comparative extent of Executive patronage, respectively, with 
the short interval of but eight years between them ? what, 
at these respective periods, was the amount of the revenue 
and expenditure ? wliat the number of persons in the em- 
ploy of the Government, or dependent on its bounty ? and 
what the extent to which, according to the practice of the 
respective periods, the patronage of the Government was 
brought to exert over those subject to its control ? A short 
comparative statement will show. 

The income of the Government, in all its branches, includ- 
ing the post-office, was, in 1825, ?2S,147,383 ; and in 1833, 
836,667,274. The gross expenditures, including the public 
debt, in 1825, was ?24,814,847 ; in 1833, 827,229,389. 
Excluding the public debt, it was, in 1825, $12,719,503 ; in 
1333, 825,685,846. The number of persons employed, and 
living on the bounty of the Government, in 1825, 55,777 ; in 
1833, 100,079. 

Measuiing the extent of the patronage, at these respect- 
ive periods, by these elements combined, — without taking 
into consideration the circumstances which, as already shown, 
have in this short period given such increased force to Execu- 
tive patronage, — the result of the whole, in 1825, compared 
with 1833, is as 65 to 89, — making an increase of upward 
of 36 per cent. If the comparative rapidity of this great in- 
crease be examined, it will be found that it has had a pro- 
gressive acceleration throughout the peiiod. If we di\ide 
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tlie period into equal parts of four years ench, ihe increaaia 
in the first four years will be found much less than in the 
lost four. The increase, for instance, of the revenue during 
the first four years, was 84,616,594 ; and during the latit 
four, 84,906,026 ; of the expenditures during the first four, 
81,873,675 ; and during the last four, $9,313,340. 

It may be said tliat this increase of pntmnage, great as 
it is, does not materially exceed the gmwth and populatina 
of the country, with which it is assumed that it ought to 
keep pace. This view overlooks entirely the mcrease of pat- 
ronage from those circumstances which have so much increased 
it during the period in question, as has already been shown. 
If these be taken into consideration ; — if to the increase of 
revenue and expenditure, and the number dependent on Gov- 
ernment, we add the vast increase of Executive patronage 
from the immense public domain recently thrown into market, 
the great extent of Indian reservations, the control which the 
practice of removal lias established over those in office, and 
the great addition to Executive power over the public fiinds, 
and, through this, over the banking institutions of the coun- 
try, — it cannot be doubted that, instead of increasing only 
36 per cent., it has more than doubled in the period in ques- 
tion, wliile the growth and population of the country have 
probably not exceeded 24 per cent. 

But your committee cannot agree that there is any substan- 
tial reason why Executive patronage should increase in the 
same proportion with the growth and jjopulation of the country. 
With the exception of the post-office establishment, there ia 
no necessary connection between the increasing growth and 
jxipulation of the counlrj- and the increasing patronage of the 
Government. On the contrary, many of the public establish- 
ments are, or ought to be, stationary ; others on the decrease ; 
others, though necessarily increasing, increase at a rate fai 
less than our population ; and yet we find that, for the last 
eight ycnrs, there has been a progressive increase of patron* 
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age fiir greatpi* than the growth nnd population of tlte coun- 
try. 

But the assimiptioa that Executive patronage and influ- 
ence should increase in the same ratio witli the growth and 
population of the countrj', ia not less dangerous than it is er- 
roneous. If thia assumption be carried out in practice, it 
must finally prove fatal to our institutions and Hberty. The 
same amonnt of patronage and influence, in proportion to the 
extent and population of a country, Tvhich, in a amall State 
moderately populous, would he perfectly safe, might prove 
fatal in an extensive and populous community ; just as 
a. much smaller military force, in proportion, would hold un- 
der suhjection the latter than the former. The principle is 
the same in both cases : the great advantage which an or- 
<;anized body, such as a government or an army, bos over 
an unorganized mass — an advantage increasing with the in- 
creased difficulty of concert and co-operation ; and this, again, 
increasing with the number and dispersion of those on whose 
concert and co-opemtion resistance depends ; and hence, 
from their combined action, both aa appHed to the civil and 
military, the great advantage which power has over Uherty 
in large and jiopulous countries — an advantage ho great that 
it is utterly impossible in such countries to defend the latter 
against the former, unless aided by a highly artificial politi- 
cal organization such as ours, based on local and geographi- 
cal interests. If to this difficulty, resulting from numbers 
and extent only, there be added others of a most formidable 
character, — the greater capacity, in proportion, on the part 
of the government, in large communities, to seize on and 
corrupt all the organs of public opinion, and thus to delude 
Bfld impose on the people ; the greater tendency in such 
communiltcs to the formation of jiarties on local and separate 
interests, resting on opposing and conllicting principles, with 
separate and rival leaders at the head of each, and- tlic great 
difficulty of combining such parties in any system of resist- 
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ance against the common danger from the government, — some 
conception may be formed of the vast superiority which that 
organized and central party, consisting of office-holders and 
office-seekers, with their dependants, forming one compact, 
disciplined corps, wielded by a single individual, without con- 
flict of opinion within, either as to policy or principle, and 
aiming at the single object of retaining and perpetuating 
l)ower in their own ranks, — must have, in such a country as 
ours, over the jicople — a superiority so decisive, that it may 
be safely asserted that, whenever the patronage and influence 
of the government are sufficiently strong to form such a 
party, liberty, without a speedy reform, must inevitably be 
lost. When we add that this great advantage of the gov- 
ernment over the people, — of j>ower over liberty, — must in- 
crease proportionately with the growth and population of 
our country, it must be apparent how fatal would be the as- 
sumption, if acted on, that patronage and influence should 
increase in the same proportion ; and how infinitely danger- 
ous has been the tendency of our affairs of late, when, as has 
been shown, instead of increasing simply in the same propor- 
tion, they have advanced wuth a rapidity more than double. 
So far is the assumption from being true, if we regard the 
duration of our institutions and the preservation of our liber- 
ty, we must hold it as a fundamental maxim, that the action 
of the Government should, with our growth, gradually become 
more moderate instead of more intense : a maxim resting 
on principles deep and irreversible, and which cannot be vio- 
lated without inevitable destruction. Moderation iu the ac- 
tion of this Government, — the great central jx)wer of our 
system, — is, in fact, the condition on which our political ex- 
istence depends ; and, in acting in conformity, it but conforms 
to the principle which Divine wisdom has impressed upon 
the beautiful and sublime system of which our globe is a part, 
and in which the great mass that gives life, and harmonyi 
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and action to the whole, reposes almost mofionlesa in the 
centre. 

Your committee are aware that, since IS33, there has 
been a very considerable Jecreaae of revenue, under the act 
of March 2d, 1833, known as the Compromise Law, with 
other preceding acts, in consequence of the payment of the 
public debt, which would very considerably affect the com- 
jaiieon, if the year 1834, instead of 1833, had been selected ; 
and they have to express their regret that the want of full 
and accurate materials for the former year prevents them 
from furnishing a statement which, while it would show the 
decrease, would also show how little the final discharge of the 
public debt has contributed to diminish cither tlie public 
expenditure or the patronage of the Executive : facts of no 
small moment, as connected with the subject of inquiry. 
The deep interest wliich the enlightened and patriotic 
took in that gi'cat event, was not to indulge in the idle boast 
that the country was free from debt, but that it would, as 
they believed, be necessarily followed by the substantial 
blessing of reducing the public burdens, and, with it, the pat- 
ronage of the Government ; and thus, while it relieved indus- 
try, it would, at the same time, strengthen liberty against 
power. Thus far, these anticipations have been but very 
imperfectly, if at all, realized. As great as has been the re- 
duction of the revenue, it is still as great as it was when the 
debt exceedetl more than ?100,000,000 ; and, what is more 
to the point, what conclusively shows how much easier it 
ia to discharge a public debt than to obtain the corresponding 
benefits, — a proportionate diminution of the public expendi- 
ture, — is the fact, that, now, when we are free from all debt, 
the public exjicnditure is aa great as it was when the debt 
waa most burdensome to the country. The only difference 
is, that then the money went to the pubhc creditors, but 
now goes into the pockets of those who live on the Qovem- 
ment, with great addition to the patronage and infiuence of 
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the Executive, but without diminution of burden to tlie peo- 
ple. 

Yuur committee will nest proceed to inquire what hut 
been the effect of this great, growing, and excessive patron- 
age, on our political condition and prospects: a queation of 
the utmost importance in deciding on tlie expediency of its 
reduction. Has it tended to strengthen our political insti- 
tutions, and to give a stronger assurance of ]>erpetuating 
them, and, with them, the blessings of Iil>erty to our poster- 
ity ? Has it puri£ed the public and political morals of onr 
country, and strengthonod the feeling of patriotism ? Or, on 
the other hand, has it tended to sap the foundation of our 
institutions ; to throw a cloud of uncertainty over the future ; 
to degrade and corrujjt the public morals ; and to substitute 
devotion and subsemency to power, in the place of that dis- 
interested and noble attachment to prinei])les and country, 
which are essential to the presentation of free institutions ? 
These are the questions to be decided ; and it is with pro- 
found regret tliiit your committee are constrained, however 
painful, to say that the decision admits of little doubt. They 
are compelled to admit the fact, that there never has Iwen a 
period, from the foundation of the Guvemment, when there 
were such general apprehensions and doubts as to the per- 
manency and success of our political institutions ; when the 
prospect of perjretuating tliem, and, with them, our liberty, 
appeared so uncertain ; when public and political morals were 
more depressed ; when attachment to country and principles 
were more feeble, and devotion to party and power stronger : 
for the truth of all which they appeal to the observation and 
reflections of the experienced and enlightened of all ])arties. 
If we turn our eyes to the Government, we shall find that, 
with this increase of patronage, the entire character and 
structure of the Government itself is undergoing a gi-cat and 
fearful change, which, if not arrested, must, at no distant 
period, concentrate all its power in a single department. 
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Your committee are aware that, in a country of such vast 
extent and diversity of interests aa oiitb, a strong Executive 
is neceesary ; and, among other reasons, in order to siiBtain 
the Government, hy its influence, against the local feelings 
and interests which it moat, in the execution of its duties, 
necessarily encounter ; and it was doubtlese with this view 
mainly that the framera of the Constitution vested the Ex- 
ecutive powers in a single individual, and clothed bira with 
the almost entire patronage of the G-ovemment, As long as 
the patronage of the Executive is so moderate aa to compel 
him to identify his administration with the public interest, 
and to hold his jtatrocage subordinate to the principles and 
measures necessary to promote the common good, the Execu- 
tive power may bo said to act within the sphere assigned to 
it by the Constitution, and may be considered as essential to 
the steady and equal operation of the Government ; but when 
it becomes so strong as to be capable of sustaining itself by 
its ioflucnce alone, unconnected with any system of measures 
or policy, it is the certain indication of the near approach of 
irresponsible and despotic power. When it attains that 
jwint, it will be difficult to find any where in our system a 
power sufficient to restrain its progress to despotism. The 
very causes which render a strong Executive necessary, — the 
great extent of country and diversity of interests, — will form 
great and almost insu|>erable impediments to any effectual 
resistance. Each section, as has been shown, will have its 
own party and its own favorites, entertaining views of princi- 
ples and policy so different as to render a united effort against 
Executive power almost impossible ; while their separate and 
disjointed efforts must prove impotent against a jiower far 
stronger than either, taken separately : nor can the aid of 
the States be successfully invoked to arrest the progress to 
despotism. So far from weakening, they will add strength to 
Executive patronage. A majority of the States, instead of 
opposing, will be usually found acting in concert with the 
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Federal Government, and, of course, will increase the influ- 
ence of the Executive : so that, to ascertain his patronage, 
the sum-total of the j)atronage of all the States, acting in 
conjunction with the federal Executive, must be added to his. 
The two, as things now stand, constitute a joint force, diffi- 
cult to be resisted. 

Against a danger so formidable, which threatens, if not 
arrested, and that speedily, to subvert the Constitution, there 
can be but one effectual remedy : a prompt and decided nv 
duction of Executive patronage ; the practicabiUty and means 
of efiecting which, your committee will next proceed to con- 
sider. 

The first, most simple, and usually the most certain mode 
of reducing patronage, is to reduce the public income, the 
prolific source from which it almost exclusively flows. Ex- 
perience has shown that it is next to impossible to reduce the 
public expenditure with an overflowing treasury ; and not 
much less diflicult to reduce patronage without a reduction 
of expenditure ; or, in other words, that the most simple and 
eff'ectual mode of retrenching the superfluous expenditure of 
the Government, — of introducing a spirit of frugality and 
economy in the administration of public affiairs,— of correct- 
ing the corruption and abuses of the Government, — and, 
finally, of arresting the progress of power, — ^is to leave the 
money in the pockets of those who made it, where all laws, 
human and divine, place it, and from which it cannot be re- 
moved by Government itself, except for its necessary and in- 
dispensable wants, without violation of its highest trust and 
the most sacred principles of justice. Yet, as manifest as is 
this truth, such is our peculiar (it may be said extraordinary) 
situation, that this simple and obvious remedy to excessive 
patronage, — the reduction of the revenue,— can be appUed 
only to a very limited extent. 

But before they proceed to the question of reducing the 
revenue, your committee propose to show what will be iU 



KEP0BT3 AND PUBLIC LETTEHS. 



165 



probable amount in future, as the laws now Btand, — to what 
limits the public expenditure mny be reduced consistently 
with the just wants of Government, — and, finally, what, 
with such reduction, will be the probable annual surphis to 
tlie year 1842, when the highest duties will be reduced to 20 
per cent, under the oct of March 2d, 1833 ; and when, as the 
act provides, ihe revenue is to be reduced to a sum necessary 
to an economical administration of the Government, 

According to the statement from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, the receipts of the year 1834, from all sources, amount- 
ed to 822,584,365 ; of which, customs yielded ?16,105,372 ; 
land, 85,020,940 ; the residue being made up of bank divi- 
dends and incidental items ; and the question now for ccn- 
sideration is, — What will be tlio probable annual receipts 
from all sources during the next seven years, if the income, 
as has just been stated, is to bo reduced to the economical 
wants of the Government ? a question which, from its nature, 
can only be answered by probable estimates and conjectures, 
and which, in this case, is the more difScult to be answered 
from a defect of data in reference to the customs, the princi- 
pal source of revenue. The changes in the rates of duties 
have been so great latterly, and the period bo recent since the 
laws, as they now stand, commenced operation, that it in im- 
practicable to resort to those average reaiJta, deduced from 
long periods, by which only the temporary changes and 
fluctuations of commerce can be detected, and its habitual 
current ascertained and subjected to calculation. The act 
of the 2d of March, 1833, which made the last change, and 
on the provisions of which the estimates of the income from 
the customs for the period in question must be based, com- 
menced its operation on the Ist of January, 1834, and we, 
of course, have the result of but a single year. From a 
statement furnished by the Treasury Department, it aeeraa 
that the domestic esjiorts of that year amounted, in round 
numbers, to eighty millions of dollars, and the imports, given 
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in roimd numbers (us all the subaeqitent statemeiits are), to 
8125,500,000 ; of which §23,000,000 were rcsliipped, leaving 
$102,500,000 for the consumptiou anil use of the country, — 
(if wliich 855,000,000 were of articles free of duty, and 
847,000,000 of those liable to duties ; that tlie gross receipts 
amounted to 815,572,448, and tlie net to 814,222,448, 
leaving 81,350,000 as the expense of collection ; that the 
reduction of one tenth of the duties above 20 per cent, ad 
valorem every two years, according to the provisious of the 
net of 2d of March, 1833, amounted to ?850,000. 

As scnaty as are these data, it is believed it may be 
safely anticipated that the average annual income of the 
period iu question will be equal, at least, to the income of 
the last year. Instead of entering into all the details through 
which your committee liave come to this conclusion, which 
would swell this Report to an unwieldy size, tliey will content 
themselves with simply giving the results of the causes which, 
as far as can be foreseen, may either increase or dimimsh 
the receipts of the customs for the next seven years as com- 
pared with the jtast year, accompanied by a statement of 
their probable effects in the (^regate. 

It will, however, bo previously necessary to inqmre 
whether the receipts from the customs during the last year, 
in fact, equalled the amount which the commercial transac- 
tions of the year, under oi\linary circumstances, ought to 
liave produced. It is not possible, in such an inquiry, to 
overlook the very unusual importation of the precious metals 
during the year, which, according to the statements from 
the Treasury Department, amounted to 816,572,58'2, — con- 
stituting, to that amount, a part of the articles imported in 
the year free of duty. The reshipment for the same period 
amounted to 81,076,208, leaving in the country, of the 
amount imported, 814,896,374; a sum greatly exceeding 
our annual consumption, which, in addition to the supplies 
from our own mines, probably falls short of 82,000,000 
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The cscees was doubtless caused by the peculiar condition 
of the country, in reference to its currency, during the year ; 
and would, iflider ordinary circumstances, have been im- 
[lorted in goods of various descriptions for the usual supply 
of the country, instead of gold and silver. Subtracting, 
then, the two millions from this sum, and the balance 
from the amount of the articles free of duty, which, ae 
stated, is 855,000.000, it would reduce the annual con- 
sumption of goods free of duty, including the precious met- 
als, to $42,103,626 ; and assuming the proportion between 
goods free of duty, and those liable to duty, to bo as that 
sum is to 847,000,000; and, also, that the excess of the 
supply of gold and silver imported during the year would, 
under ordinary circumstances, have returned in that propor- 
tion between the dutied and the free articles, it would add 
to the former 87,133,313, and, of course, increase the receipts 
from the customs in the same proporlion ; that is, it would 
make an addition to them of 82,150,000, and would have 
raised the receipts from customs during the year from 
814,220,000 to 816,370,000 ; which last, it is believed may 
be assuined, at the present rate of the duties, as the probable 
receipts, under ordinary circumstances, of an export and im- 
port trade equal to that of the last year. 

Let us now inquire into the causes which may tend to 
diminish or increase this estimated receipt during the next 
seven years, and their probable effects, in the a^^regate, on 
the income from the customs. 

The only cause, as is believed, that will tend to diminish 
the amount, as far as can now l»e foreseen, is the gradual re- 
duction of one tenth every two years, under the act of the 
2d of March, 1833, till the year 1841, as lias been stated. 
It will be seen, by reference to the statement from the 
Treasury already given, that this reduction last year, on an 
importation of 847,000,000 of dutiable articles, amounted to 
8850,000, If, however, instead of that amount, the importa- 
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tion of such articles had been 854,133,000, as it is assumed 
they would have been had not the derangement of the cur- 
rency prevented, the reduction on account of •the one tenth 
would have increased in the same proportion, and have, of 
course, amounted to ?975,000. 

Ajrainst this increased reduction there must be set off a 
probable gradual increase of the domestic exports of the 
countr}' ; and with them, as a necessary consequence, a cor- 
responding increase of the imports, — and with them the 
receipts from the customs. If we take the last six years, 
from 1828 to 1834, the last included, the average annual in- 
crease of domestic exports in the period is nearly $5,000,000, 
of which the increase in 1833 was $7,200,000, and in 1834, 
$9,600,000, making in the last two years an average increase 
of $8,800,000 : thus showing a much more rapid increase at 
the end than at the beginning of the series. If to this fact 
we add the effect which the decrease of duties under the act 
of the 2d of March, 1833, must have on the exports, the 
growing demand for the gi'cat staples of the country, and the 
vast amount of fertile and fresh lands brought into market 
within the last five years in the region most congenial to 
the growth of cotton, it is believed that it may be safely as- 
sumed the average annual increase of our domestic exports 
for the next seven years will, at least, equal $6,000,000. 
This increase must be followed by a corresponding increase 
of imports, and with them, as stated, of the receipts from 
the customs. Assuming that the proportion between the 
free and dutied articles, in consequence of this increase of im- 
ports, will be as has been estimated, it will add to the receipts 
from the customs an annual increase of $1,000,000, from 
which, however, must be deducted $59,000 on account of 
the biennial reduction of one tenth, which would reduce the 
increase to $941,000. If this be deducted from the average 
reduction of one tenth, as above ascertained, we shall have, 
taking the two causes together, — the increase of the customs 
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from iDCreascd imports, and the decreaao from the bicnuial re- 
duction of one tenth, — a decrease of revenue equal to 834,000 
annually : making, in seven years, 8238,000. 

But it must be taten into the estimate, that the increaac 
of revenue from the increase of exports is annually added, 
while the reduction on account of the one tenth is biennially. 
Taking this into the estimate, the increase of revenue on ac- 
count of the increase of the exports over the decrease, on ac- 
count of the biennial reduction of one tenth, will in the seven 
years eq,ual 83,298,500 ; from which take 8238,000, and 
it will leave an aggregate increase over the decrease of 
83,060,500. 

This conclusion, however, rests on the OBfiumption that 
the proportion between the free and dutied articles will re- 
main during the period the same as is estimated for last 
year ; but it is probable "that the reduction of the price of 
the free articles, in consequence of the repeal of the dutiesi 
will greatly increase their consumption, and, of course, have 
a corresponding effect in reducing the amount of the dutiable 
articles, and, with them, the receipts into the Treasury, It 
ie, however believed to be a safe estimate, that the reduction 
of the receipts from this cause will be more than coimtcr- 
balanced by the excess of the increase of income from the 
increase of exports over the reduction of one tenth biennially, 
as has been shown ; and that it may, therefore, be assumed 
with reasonable confidence, if no untoward event should in- 
tervene, that the average annual receipts from the customs 
will be equal to the sum of 816,370,000,— the sum which 
the commerce of last year ought to have yielded, as has been 
shown, under ordinary circumstances. 

Your committee will next inquire what will be the pro- 
bable amount of receipts from the public lands during the 
period in question. The receipts from that source during 
the last year, according to a statement from the Treasury, 
t-quallod 85,020,940. This, however, perhaps greatly exceeds 
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the permanent receipts from that source, as it wus causod, 
probably, by the great quantity of rich and valuable land 
thrown into tliL* market during the year. The receipts of 
1833 equalled 83,9G7,682, and those of the kat four years 
averaged §3,705,405. If Wc take into consideration, with 
these facts, t he rapid increase of our population, — the uteody 
rise in landed property generally, — the vaat quantity of lands 
lield by the Government, — it is believed to be a safe estimate, 
that the average annual income from tbta source, during the 
period in question, will be at least equal to §3, 500, 000. 

Of the remaining sources of revenue, the bank dividends 
is the only one that requires notice. They amounted in 
1833 to $450,000 f and it is probable that they will give 
an equal annual income till the expiration of its charter, in 
1836, after which time there will be a reduction from the 
income of the Government equal to the annual dividends ; 
but it is believed, by those who are most familiar with 
the subject, that a retrenchment in the colIoctioQ of the 
customs, by a reformation of that branch of the administra- 
tion, may be effected, at leaat equal to this reduction. It 
cost the Government the last year $1,350,000 to collect 
$14,222,448, which is more than equal to nine per cent. : 
a rate, considering the facility of collecting this branch of the 
revenue, and the decreased inducement to elude their \i&j~ 
ment in consequence of the great reduction in the rate of 
duties, altogether extravagant. 

If these cidculations should prove correct, the average in- 
come of the Government for the next seven years, not in- 
cluding incidental items, will equal $20,320,000, making in 
the whole period the aggregate sum of $142,240,000; to 
which, if we had the residue of the Government stock in the 
United States Bank, amounting to $6,343,400, and which 

lilt of dividends for IBS-t t:oiild not be oliUiined fro 
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must be paid into the Treasury at tlie expiration of its char- 
ter, and the surplus in the Treasurj- on the 31st of Decem- 
licr hist, which, aft^r deducting ?2, 000, 000, will anioimt to 
86.695,981, it will give an aggregate sum of ?14S,G79,381 ; 
which, divided by eevenj will make the average annual sum, 
subject to the disposition of the Government for the next 
seven years, amount to 821,239,911, 

Such being the probable average annual income and 
means of the Government for the seven ensuing ycacs, the next 
question which presents itself for consideration is, — What 
ought to be the avei'age expenditure for the same period ? 

The expenditure for the year 1834, as taken from the 
annual rejiort of the Secretary of the Treasury, equals 
^19,430,373, and for the preceding year 822,713,733 ; de- 
ducting in both cases the payments on account of the public 
debt. Your committee -are, however, of the opinion, that 
these amounts far exceed what ought to be the expenditure 
on a just and economical scale, and that it may be very 
greatly reduced without injury to the public service. They 
are also of opinion, that to this great and extravagant ex- 
penditure may bo attributed, in no small degree, the disease 
which now threatens so seriously the body politic. That a 
just cooeejition may be formed of this extraordinary increase, 
they have annexed a table of expenditures from the year 
1823 to 1833, — deducting the payment on account of the 
public debt, — by which it appears that, in this short period 
of ten years, the expenditure has risen from ?9,784,O0O to 
822,713,000, — being an increase in tho latter over the 
former of almost $3,000,000 beyond the whole expenditure 
of the Government in 1823, excluding, as stated, the public 
debt ; and this, too, during a period of profound peace, when 
not an event had occurred calcidated to warrant any unusual 
expenditure. Of this enormous increase tho greater part oc- 
curi-ed in tlie last three years, in which time the expenditure 
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has risen nearly $9,000^ 000, which may well account for the 
present dangerous symptoms. 

Your committee have not time to give that minute at- 
tention to the expenditures necessary to determine what 
particular items can or ought to be retrenched ; nor do they 
deem it important, at present^ to enter into so laborious an 
inquiry, even if time allowed. It is sufficient for their pur- 
pose to assume that the expenditures of 1823 were^ at the 
time, considered ample to meet all the just wants of the 
Government ; and that, so far from being a period distin- 
guished by parsimony, the then administration was thought, 
by many, to be unreasonably profuse, and was, accordingly,, 
the object of systematic attacks on account of its supposed ex- 
travagance. Assuming, then, the expenditure of 39,784,000 
to have been ample at that period, the question which pre- 
sents itself is, — What ought it to be at present, taking into 
consideration the necessity of increased expenditures in con- 
sequence of increased population ? 

They have already shown that the Government cannot 
bear a permanent increase of expenditure in proportion to 
the growth of the population, which may be estimated at 
about three per cent., without an increase of patronage which 
must, in its progress, inevitably prove fatal to the institu- 
tions and liberty of the country. On this principle, the ex- 
penditure, instead of increasing nearly thirteen millions in 
ten years, as it has, ought to have increased much less than 
three, and ought not, in the opinion of your committee, to 
have exceeded two millions at the farthest. Assuming that 
sum as a liberal allowance, and adding it to the expenditure 
of 1823, we shall have the sum of 811,784,000, beyond 
which the present expenditure ought not to have passed, 
including the pensions ; and, excluding them, $10,012,412, 
instead of ?22,713,000, the sum actually expended. 

But it is believed that this sum will very considerably 
exceed, on the basis assumed, what ought to be the average 
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annual expenditure for the next seven )-ear3. Of the items 
which compose the present expenditure, that for pensions 
coDStituted, last year, the sum of $3,341,877. Considering 
the advanced age of the pensioners, there ought to he, ac- 
cording to the annuity tobies, a decrease by deaths of four- 
teen per cent, annually ; which, in seven years, would 
diminish the expenditure for pensions, from the sum above 
mentioned, to ?1,040,802 annually, giving an annual aver- 
* age deduction of §328,725, — and would reduce the expen- 
diture on pensions for the ensuing seven years to an average 
sura of 82,048,000. Add this sum to *lb,012,412, the sum 
beyond which tlie present expenditure ought not to extend, 
excluding tlia pensions, and we shall have ?I2, 060,412, aa 
what the annual averago expenditure for the next seven years 
ought to be. 

Take this from the sum of ?21,239,911, which, as haa 
been shown, will be the probable average annual ineana of 
the Government for the same period, and it would leave 
§9,179,499 ; or, in round numbers, for the facility of calcu- 
lation, nine millions, as the average surplus means during 
the period at the disposition of the Government, on the sup- 
position that the expenditures will be reduced to the eco- 
nomical wants of the Government. 

Having shown what will be the probable surplus revenue 
should the expenditure be reduced to its proper limits, the 
committee propose next to consider whether, under existing 
circumstances, the revenue can be reduced. 

The two great sources of revenue are lands and customs. 
The others (not including the post-office, winch is a particu- 
lar fund) are of small amount. After a careful investigation, 
your committee are of opinion that the act of 2d of March, 
1833, has reduced the duties on impoiis, with some excep- 
tions, as llir as is practicable, imder existing circumstances, 
sonsistently with the intent and spirit of the act. 

The act provides, among other things, that after the 31st 
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day of December, 1833, in all cases where the duties shali 
exceed twenty per cent, ad valorem, one tenth part of such 
excess shall be reduced, and, in like manner, one tenth part 
every two years, till the 31st of December, 1839 ; and that, 
on the 31st of December, 1841, one half of the residue of 
such excess shall be deducted ; and on the 30th of June, 
1842, the residue. It also provides that, till the 30th of 
June, 1842, the duties imposed by the then existing law 
shall remain unchanged, except as provided in the sixth sec- ' 
tion. 

Your committee do not deem it necessary to inquire 
whether the circumstances under which it passed involves 
any thing in the nature of a pledge or contract, which would 
forbid any alterations of its provisions. It is sufficient for 
their purpose to state the fact, that the act is the result of 
a compromise between great sectional interests, brought into 
conflict under circumstances which threatened the peace and 
safety of the country ; and that it continues to be the only 
ground on which the adjustment of the controversy can stand. 
Under these circumstances, to disregard the provisions of the 
act would be to open a controversy which your committee 
hope is closed for ever : a controversy which, if renewed, would 
do more to increase the power and influence of the Executive 
than any other event that could occur. With the impres- 
sion, then, that the provisions of the act cannot be disturbed 
without endangering the peace of the country, and adding 
greatly, by its consequences, to Executive patronage, your 
committee have limited their inquiries to the reduction of the 
duties on such articles as, by the provisions of the act, are 
subject to be reduced ; and, after a careful investigation, they 
arc of the opinion that all the reductions which can be eflFect- 
ed, consistently with the spirit of the compromise, are incon* 
siderable ; and that, to make those that might be made, 
would require too much time and investigation to permit it 
*;o be done at this session, as will appear by a reference to the 
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tetter of the Secretary of the Treasury, licrcwith annexed ; 
but, in order that the subject may be taken up with full in- 
furmation at the ni'st sossion, they have inBtnicted their 
chairman to Bubmit a. resolution for the consideration of the 
Senate, directing the Secretary of the Treasury to report, at 
the comuienccnieut of the next session, what duties under 
twenty per cent, ad valorem may, with a due regard to the 
manufacturing interests ofthe country, be repealed or re- 
duced, with an estimate of the probable amount of the reduc- 
tion. 

In turning from the customs to the public lands, your 
committee find that the difficulty of reducing the revenue 
from that source is not less considerable than from that of 
the customs. They fully agree in that liberal policy in rela- 
tion to the public lands which regards them as the means of 
settlement, as well as a source of revenue ; and that they 
should be disposed of, accordingly, in the manner best calcu- 
lated to diffuse a flourishing and hajipy population over the 
vast regions placed under our dominion ; a policy, the wisdom 
of which is best illustrated by the wonderful succras with 
which it has been accomplished. It is an essential maxim 
of this noble and generous policy, that the price of the public 
lands should he fixed so low as to be accessible to the great 
mass of the citizens, and, at the same time, so high as not to 
subject them to the monopoly of the great capitalists of the 
country. Your committee are of opinion that ihia happy 
medium is attained by the present price ; and, judging from 
many indications of late, that no considerable reduction can 
be made in the price without making them the prey of hun- 
gry and voracious speculators and monopolists, to the great 
injury of the liouest and industrious portion of the community, 
as well OS to the jwrtion of the country where the lands may 
bo situftled. Be this, however, as it may, it is at least cer- 
tain that the iumiediate effect of reduction would be to in- 
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crease rather than diminish the revenue from lands^ and, of 
course, to augment instead of reducing the puhlic income. 

To this may be added another, and, under ordinary cir- 
cumstances, conclusive objection against the reduction. 

The reduction of the price of public lands, while it would 
act, in effect, as a bounty to the purchasers from the Govern- 
ment, by enabling them to acquire more land for the same 
sum of money, would act, at the same time, as a tax upon 
the entire body of landholders, who constitute the great mass 
of our population — a tax on them immeasurably greater than 
the bounty to the purchasers. 

The Government of the United States is, in fact, the 
great land dealer of the country, and, as such, has the power, 
by raising or reducing the price of its lands, to reduce or 
raise, in a greater or less degree, the value of lands every 
where, and, of course, to affect in the same degree the property 
of the landholders throughout the Union. • To what extent 
any given reduction of the price of public lands would affect 
the price of lands generally, would be difficult, if not impos- 
sible, to ascertain. It would be greater or less, according to 
the circumstances. The price of land in the adjacent portion 
of the country, or that from which emigration principally 
flowed, would be reduced nearly in the same proportion with 
that of the public lands ; that is, if the price of public lands 
be reduced one half, lands adjacent, or lying in the emigrat- 
ing portion of the country, would generally fall one half, while 
the more remote would be less affected, in proportion to dis- 
tance and the absence of emigration. But it may be safely 
assumed, taking the whole country, that the actual fall in the 
value of lands generally, in the hands of the holders, would 
greatly exceed the actual reduction of the price of public 
lands. To illustrate : if the price of the latter be reduced 
one half, which at present would be sixty-two and one half 
cents per acre, lands generally throughout the country would 
be reduced in value per acre much more than that sum ; and 
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if the fiir greater quantity held by the whole body of land 
proprietors, compared with the quantity sold by the Govern- 
ment, be taken into the estimate, some idea may be formetl 
how great the aggregate loss of the projirietors generally 
would he, oa any reduction of price, compared with the 
^gregate gain of the purchasera. As great, liowever, as it 
muBt be, none who know the public spirit and enlightened 
patriotism of that great and respectable portion of our citi- 
zens can doubt their cheerful acquiescence in the sacrifice, 
should the public interest, or the fundamental maxim which 
ought to govern in the disposition of the public lands, require 
it ; but, otherwise, it would be a i>Iain and imli)able sacrifice 
of one, and that the largest portion of the commimity, to the 
other, without a corresponding benefit. In presenting this 
view, it 18 not the intention of your committee to offer any 
opinion on the propriety of a graduated reduction, as a mea- 
sure of general policy, in the price of such public lands aa 
hare remained long in the market unsold, and of which there 
is no immediate prospect of making sale at the present price, 
because of their inferior quality. Their case is very distin- 
guishable from that of the great hody of the public lands ; 
but the immediate effects of such reduction would obviously 
be to raise instead of reduce the revenue, and would, of 
course, increase instead of diminish the difficulty under con- 
sideration. 

Having now shown that no other reduction of the revenue 
caa be effected, under existing circumstances, than the pro- 
gressive reduction already provided for by the act of March 
2d, 1833, in either of the great sources of our public income, 
with the exception already stated, your committee will next 
proceed to inquire whether Executive patronage can be re- 
duced by reducing the expenditures of the Government. 

The result of their investigation on this point is, that, for 
reasons which will hereafter be offered, a reduction of ex- 
penditure, under existing cireumstauces, would tend to in- 
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crease instead of reducing Executive patronage. But if it 
were otherwise, it would be found utterly impracticable^ for 
reasons already assigned, to reduce the expenditure much be- 
low the income. Experience has abithdantly proved that, so 
long as there is a large surplus in the Treasury, the interests 
in favor of its expenditure will ever be stronger than that op- 
posed to it ; and that no prudential consideration, arising 
from the necessity of accumulating funds to meet future 
wants, or the hazard of enlarging Executive patronage, or the 
danger of corrupting the political and public morals of the 
country by useless and profuse expenditure, or any other 
whatever, is sufficient to resist the temptation to expend. If 
one unworthy object of appropriation is defeated, another, 
with no greater claims on the public bounty or jastioe, will 
ever stand ready to urge its claims, till the frugal and patri- 
otic are wearied out with incessant and useless efforts to 
guard the Treasury. But were it practicable, with an over- 
flowing treasury, to bring the expenditures within proper 
limits, such is the present condition of things, that, to reduce 
expenditure would, as has been stated, increase the patronage 
of the Executive, and that to an extent so great that no ob- 
ject of expenditure can be suggested, having a plausible claim 
on the justice or bounty of the public, which would tend half 
so much to increase his patronage as leaving the public money 
unexpended, to accumulate as surplus revenue in the deposit 
banks. 

To realize the truth of this remark, it must be borne in 
mind that the deposits are under the exclusive control of the 
Executive ; that they are deposited in banks selected by him ; 
that they have the free use of them without compensation to 
the public ; and that they may be continued or dismissed 
as depositories of the public funds, at the pleasure of the 
Executive. 

With these facts before us, the result must be obvious. 
To accumulate a permanent surplus revenue in the banks is. 
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in fact, but to add so mucb additional bank capital — capital, 
ia this case, exclusively under Executive control, witliout 
check or limitation ; and, with its increaeing amount, daily 
giving to him a greater control over the deposit banks, and, 
through them, ovfir the banldng institutions of the country 
generally ; thus adding the deep and wide-spread influence 
of the banka to the already almost overwhelming patronage 
of the Executive. 

As the expenditure cannot be reduced, the nest inquiry 
is, whether some object of general utility, in which every 
portion of the country has an interest, may not be selected 
as a fixed and permauont object on which to expend the sur- 
plus revenue. 

Your committee admit that, if such an object of expendi- 
ture could be selected, under a well-regulated system of dis- 
bursements established by law,niuch of the patronage incident 
to the present looae and unregtdated disbursements might be 
curtailed ; but they are at a loss to find such an object. In- 
ternal improvement approaches the nearest ; but there are op- 
posed to it, with the object in view, insuperable objections. To 
pass by the formidable difficulty, the long-established diver- 
sity of opinion as to its constitutionality, which divides the two 
great sections of the country, experience has shown that there 
ia no expenditure so little susceptible of being regulated by 
law ; none calculated to excite dce[ier competition, or to en- 
list a greater number iu its favor, in proportion to the amount 
expended ; and, of course, calculated to add more to Execu- 
tive patronage. To these an additional objection of a recent 
origin may \ie added. Your committee allude to the Execu- 
tive veto, as applied to intemal improvements, the effect of 
which lias been to increase very considerably his power and 
patronage in reference to this branch of expenditure. The 
Executive, in his veto message, assumes the ground that in- 
ternal. in)provements may or may not be constitutional, ac- 
cording to the nature of each particular object ; the distinction 



180 REPORTS AND PUBLIC LETTERS. 

to be determined by him in the exercise of his constitutional 
function of giving or withholding his approval to acts of 
Congress ; the practical effect of which is to draw within his 
control the power and influence which appertain^ not only to 
the administrntion, but also to the enactment of the law ; 
and, of course, to increase in the same degree his influence 
and patronage in reference to internal improvements. 

In making these remarks, the object of your committee 
is not to call in question the motive of the Executive, or his 
right to draw what distinction he may think just and right 
in the exercise of his veto power, or the correctness of the 
distinctions in reference to the particular subject under con- 
sideration ; but simply to exhibit the full extent of the ob- 
jections to selecting it as the subject on which to expend the 
surplus revenue — objections, in their nature, incapable of 
being wholly removed even by an amendment of the Consti- 
tution, were an amendment practicable. ♦ 

But if no object of expenditure can be selected on which 
the surplus can bo safely expended, and if neither the revenue 
nor expenditure can, under existing circumstances, be reduced, 
the next inquiry is, What is to be done with the surplus ? 
which, as has been shown, will probably equal, on an average, 
for the next eight years, the sum of 89,000,000 beyond the 
just wants of the Government : a surjjlus of which, unless 
some safe disposition can be made, all other means of re- 
ducing the patronage of the Executive must prove ineffec- 
tual. 

Your committee are deeply sensible of the great difficulty 
of flnding any satisfactory solution of this question ; but, be- 
lieving that the very existence of our institutions, and, with 
them, the liberty of the country, may depend on the success 
of their investigation, they have carefully explored the whole 
ground, and the result of their inquiry is, that but one means 
has occurred to them holding out any reasonable prospect of 
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success. A few preliminary remnrka will be necessary to ex- 
plain their views. 

Amid nil the difflcultiea of our situation, there is one con- 
solation — that the danger from Executive patronage, as far 
as it depends on excess of revenue, must be temporary. As- 
suming that the act of 2d of March, 1833, will be left un- 
disturbed in its provisions, the income, after the year 1S42, 
is to be reduced to the economical wants of the Government. 
The Gloveroment, then, is in a state of passage from one 
where the revenue is excessive, to another in which, at a fixed 
and no distant period, it will bo reduced to its proper limits. 
The difiiculty, in the intermediate time, is, that the revenue 
cannot be brought down to the expenditure, nor the expendi- 
ture, without great danger, raised to the revenue, for reasons 
already explained. How is this difficulty to bo overcome ? 
It might seem that the simple and natural means would bo 
to vest the surplus in some safe and profitable stock, to ac- 
cumulate fur future use ; but the difficulty in such a course 
will, on examination, he found insuperable. 

At the very commencement, in selecting the stock, there 
would bo great, if not insurmountable difficulties. No one 
would think of investing the surplus in bank stock, against 
which there are so many, and such decisive reasons, that it 
is not deemed necessary to state them ; nor would the ob- 
jections be less decisive against vesting in the stock of the 
States, which would create the dangerous relation of debtor 
and creditor between the Government and the members of the 
Union. But suppose this difficulty surmounted, and that 
some stock, perfectly safe, was selected, there woidd still re- 
main another that could not be surmounted. There cannot 
1)8 found a stock with an interest in its favor sufficiently 
strong to compete with the interests which, with a large sur- 
plus revenue, will ever be found in favor of expenditures. It 
must be perfectly obvious to all who have the least expe- 
rience, or who will duly reflect on the subject, that, were a 
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fund selected in which to vest the surplus revenue for futon 
use, there would be found in practice a constant conflict be- 
tween the interest in favor of some local or favorite scheme 
of expenditure, and that in favor of the stock. Nor can it be 
less obvious that, in point of fact, the former would prove far 
stronger than the latter. The result is obvious. The sur- 
plus, be it ever so great, would be absorbed by appropriations 
instead of being vested in the stock, and the scheme, of coune, 
would, in practice, prove an abortion ; which brings us bock 
to the original inquiry. How is the surplus to be disposed ot 
until the excess shall be reduced to the just and economic&l 
wants of the Government ? 

After bestowing on this question, on the successful solu- 
tion of which so much depends, the most deliberate attentk»iy 
your committee, as they have already stated, can advise bat 
one means by which it can be effected ; and that is an 
amendment of the Constitution, authorizing the tempoiiuy 
distribution of the surplus revenue among the States till the 
year 1843, when, as has been shown, the income and expen- 
diture will be equalized. 

Your committee are fully aware of the many and fJEital 
objections to the distribution of the surplus revenue among 
the States, considered as a part of the ordinary and r^ular 
system of this Government. They admit them to be as great 
as can bo well imagined. The proposition itself, that the 
Government should collect money for the purpose cf such dis" 
tribiUion, or should distribute a surplus for the purpose otpcT' 
pduatimj taxes, is too absurd to require refutation ; and yet 
what would be, when applied, as supi>osed, so absurd and perni- 
cious, is, in the opinion of your committee, in the present ex- 
traonlinary and deeply-disordered state of our affiiirs, not on- 
ly useful and salutary, but indispensable to the restoration 
of the body politic to a sound condition : just as some potent 
medicine, which it would be dangerous and absurd to pre- 
scribe to the healthy, may, to the diseased^ be the only 
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means of arrostiDg the hand of death. Distribution, as jiro- 
posed, is not for the preposterous and dangerous purpose of 
raising a revenue for distribution, or of distributing tlic sur- 
plus as a, means of perpetuating a system of duties or taxes, 
but a temporary measure to disjwse of an unavoidable surphis 
while the revenue is in the course of reduction, and which 
cannot be otherwise disposed of without greatly aggi-avating 
a disease that threatens the most dangerous consequences ; 
and which holds out hope, not only of arresting its farther 
progress, but also of restoring the body politic to a state of 
health and vigor. The truth of this assertion a few obser^ 
vations will suffice to illustrate. 

It must be obvious, on a little reflection, that the effects 
of a distribution of the surplus would be to place the inter- 
ests of the States, on all questions of expenditure, in oppo- 
sition to expenditure, as every reduction of expense would 
necessarily increase the sum to be distributed among them. 
The effect of this would be to convert thera, through their 
interests, into faithful and vigilant sentinels on the side of 
economy and accountability in the expenditures of this Gov- 
ernment ; and would thus powerfully tend to restore the 
Government, in its fiscal action, to the honest simplicity of 
former days. 

It may, perhaps, be thought by some that the power 
which the distribution among the States would bring to bear 
against the expenditure, and its consequent tendency to re- 
trench the disbursements of the Government, would be so 
strong as not only to curtail useless or improper expenditure, 
but also the useful and necessary. Such, undoubtedly, would 
beHhe consequence if the process were too long continued ; 
but in the present irregular and excessive action of the sys- 
tem, when its centripetal force threatens to concentrate all 
its powers in a single department, the fear that the action 
of this Government will be too much reduced by the measure 
ander consideration, in the short, period to which it is pro- 
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posed to limit its operation, is without just foundattou. Ou 
the contrary, if the proi>osed mooBUre should be applied iu the 
present diseased state of the Goveraiuent, its effect would 
bo like tlitit of some powerful alterative medicine, operating 
just long enough to change the present morbid action, but 
not sufficiently long to superinduce another of an opposite 
character. 

But it may be objected, that, though the distribution 
might reduce all useless expenditure, it would, at the same 
time, give additional power to the iatereat in favor of taxa- 
tion. It is not denied that such would he its tendency ; and, 
if the danger from increased duties or taxes was at this 
time as great as that from a surplus revenue, the objection 
would be fatal ; but it is confidently believed that such is not 
the case. On the contrary, in proposing the measure, it is 
assumed that the act of March 2d, 1833, will remain undis- 
turbed. It is on the strength of this assumption that the 
measure is proposed, and, as it is believed, safely proposed. 

It may, however, be said that the distribntiou may cre- 
ate, ou the part of the States, an appetite in its favor which 
n.ay ultimately lend to its adoption as a permanent measure. 
It may, indeed, tend to excite such an appetite, short as is 
the perioil proposed for its ojicration ; hut it is obvious that 
this danger is fur more than countervailed by the fact, that 
the proposed amendment to the Constitution to authorize 
the distribution would place the power beyond the reach of 
legislative construction, and thus effectually prevent the pos- 
sibility of its adoption as a permanent measure, as it cannot 
he conceived that three fourths of the States will ever assent 
to an amendment of the Constitution to authorize a distribu- 
tion, except as an extraoidiuary measure, apjilicable to some 
extraordinary condition of the country like the present. 

Giving, however, to these, and other objections whlcli 
may he urgeil, all the force that can he claimed for them, 
it must be remembered, the question is not whether the 




REPORTS ASD POBLIC LETTERS. 



185 



measure proposed is or is not liable to this or tlmt objec- 
tion, but whether any other less objectionable can be devised ; 
or, rather, whether there is any otlier, which proitises the 
least prospect of relief, that can be applied. Let not the 
delusion prevail that the disease, after running through its 
natural course, will terminate of itself, without fatal conse- 
quences. Experience is opposed to such anticipations. Many 
and striking are the esamplcs of free States perishing under 
that excess of patronise which now afflicts ours. It may, in 
fact, be said with truth, that all, or nearly all, diseases which 
afflict free governments, may be traced directly or indirectly 
to excess of revenue and expenditure ; the effect of which is 
to rally around the government a powerful, corrupt, and sub- 
servient corps — a corps ever obedient to its will, and ready 
to sustain it in every measure, whether right or wrong, and 
which, if the cause of the disease be not eradicated, must ul- 
timately render the government stronger than the people. 

What progress this dangerous disease has already made 
inour country it is not for your committee to say ; but when 
they reflect on the present symptoms, on the almost unbound- 
ed extent of Executive jiatronage, wielded by a single wUI ; 
and the surplus revenue, which cannot be reduced within 
proper limits in less than seven years — a period which cov- 
ers two presidential elections, on both of which all this 
mighty power and influence will be hrouj-ht to bear — and 
when they consider that, with the vast patronage and influ- 
ence of this Government, those of all the titatea acting in 
concert with it will be combined, there are just grounds tc 
fear tliat the fate which has befallen so many other free 
governments must also befall ours, unless, indeed, some effectu- 
al remedy be forthwith applied. It la under this impression 
that your committee have suggested the one proposed, not 
as free from all objections, but as the only one of sufficient 
power to arrest the disease, and to restore the body politic 
to a sound condition ; and they have, accordingly, reported a 
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resolution so to amend the Constitation tliat the money re- 
maining in the Treasury at the end of each year, till the 1st 
of January, 1843, deducting therefrom the sum of $2,000,000 
to meet current and contingent expenses, shall annually be 
distributed among the States and territories, including the 
District of Columbia ; and, for that purpose, the sum to be 
distributed to be divided into as many shares as there are 
senators and representatives in Congress, adding two for each 
territory, and two for the District of Columbia ; and that 
there shall be allotted to each State a number of shares 
equal to its representation in both houses, and to the terri- 
tories, including the District of Columbia, two shares each. 
Supposing the surplus to be distributed should average 
39,000,000 annually, as estimated, it would give to each share 
$30,405 ; which, multiplied by the number of senators and 
representatives of any State, would show the sum to which 
it would be entitled. 

The reason for selecting the ratio of distribution proposed 
in the amendment is too obvious to require much illustration. 
It is that which indicates the relative political weight as- 
signed by the Constitution to the members of the confedera- 
cy respectively, and, it is believed, approaches as nearly to 
equality as any other that can be selected. It may be ob- 
jected that some States, under the distribution, may receive 
more, and others less than their actual contribution to the 
Treasury, under the existing system of revenue. The truth 
of the objection may be acknowledged, but it must also be 
acknowledged that the inequality is at least as great under 
the present system of disbursement, and would be as great un- 
der any other disposition of the surplus that can be adopted. 

But as effectual as the distribution must be, if adopted, 
to retrench improper expenditure, and reduce corresponding- 
ly the patronage of the Government, yet other means must 
be added to bring it within safe limits, and to prevent the re- 
currence hereafter of the danger which now threatens the in- 
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stittitioQB aod the liberty of the countty ; and, with this 
view, your committee have reported a bill to repeal the first 
and second sections of the act to limit the term of certain 
officers therein named, passed 13th of May, 1820 ; to make 
it the duty of the President to lay before Congress, on the 
first of January next, and on the first of January every 
fo»r years thereafter, the names of all defaulting officers 
and agents chained with the collection and disbursement of 
the public money, whose coraraisaions shall be vacated from 
and after the date of such message ; and also to make it his 
duty, in all cases of nomination to fill vacancies occasioned by 
removal fi'oia office, to assign the reason for which said officer 
may have been removed. 

The pvoviHions of this bill are the same as those con- 
tained in bill No, 2, reported to the Senate on the 4lh of May, 
1826, by a select committee appointed to " inquire into the 
expediency of reducing the patronage of the Government of 
the United States," and which was accompanied hy an ex- 
planatory- report, to which your committee would refer the 
Senate ; and, in order to facilitate the reference, they have 
instructed their Chairman to move to reprint the report for 
their use. 

But the great and alarming strides which patronage has 
made in the short period that lias interv-ened since the date 
of the report, have demonstrated the necessity of imposing 
other limitations on the discretionary powers of the Execu- 
tive, particularly in reference to the General Post-office and 
the public funds, on which important subject the Esecutive 
has an almost unlimited discretion as things now are. 

In a government like ours, liable to dangers so imminent 
from the access and abuse of patronage, it would seem ex- 
traordinarj- that a department of such vast powers, with an 
innual income and expenditure so great, and with a host of 
persons in its service, extending and ramifying itself to the 
remotest point, and into every neighborhood of the Unio 
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and having a control over the correspondence and interooiirBe oi 
the whole community, should be permitted to remain so long, 
without efficient checks or responsibility, under the almost 
unlimited control of the Executive. Such a power, wielded 
by^ single will, is sufficient of itself, when made an instru* 
ment of ambition, to contaminate the community, and to 
control, to a great extent, public opinion. To guard agai^t 
this danger, and to impose effectual restrictions on Execu- 
tive patronage, acting through this important department, 
your committee are of the opinion that an entire reorganiza- 
tion of the department is required ; but their labor, in refer- 
ence to this subject, has been superseded by the Committee 
on the Post-office, which has bestowed so much attention 
on it, and which is so much more minutely acquainted with 
the diseased state of the department than your committee 
can be, that it would be presumption on their part to at- 
tempt to add to their recommendation. 

But, as extensive and dangerous as is the patronage of 
the Executive through the Post-office Department, it is not 
much less so in reference to the public funds, over which, as 
has been stated, it now has unlimited control^ and, through 
them, over the entire banking system of the country. With 
a banking system spread from Maine to Louisiana, — ^from the 
Atlantic to the utmost West, — consisting of not less than five 
or six hundred banks, struggling among themselves for exist- 
ence and gain, — with an immense public fund under the con- 
trol of the Executive, to be deposited in whatever banks he 
may favor, or to be withdrawn at his pleasure, — ^it is im- 
possible for ingenuity to devise any scheme better calculated 
to convert the surplus revenue into a most potent engine of 
])ower and influence ; and, it may be added, of peculation, 
speculation, corruption, and fraud. The first and most de- 
cisive step against the danger is that already proposed, — of 
distributing the surplus revenue among the States, — which 
will prevent its growing accumulation in the banks^ and^ 
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with it, the corrcBponding increase of Executive power and in- 
fluence over the banking systcni. In addition, your committee 
have reported a bill to charge the deposit Lanka at the rate 
of per cent, per annum for the use of the public funda, 
to be calculated on the average monthly deposits; to pro- 
hibit transfers, except for the pm^sc of disbursements ; and 
to prevent a removal of the public funds from the banks in 
wliich they are now, or may hereafter be deposited, without 
the consent of Congress, except as is provided in the bill. 
The object of the bill is to secure to the Government an 
equivalent for the use of the public funds, — to prevent the 
abuses and influence incident to transfer- warrants, — and to 
place the deposit banks, as far as it may be practicable, be- 
yond the control of the Executive. 

In addition to these measures, there are, doubtless, many 
others connected with the customs — Indian afijiirs, public 
lands, army, navy, and other branches of the administration 
— into which, it is feared, there have crept many abuses, 
which have imnecessarily increased the expenditures and the 
number of j^rsons employed, and, with tbem, the Executive 
patronage ; but to reform which would require a more mi- 
nute investigation into the general state of the administration 
than your committee can at present bestow. Should the 
measures which they have recommended receive the sanction 
of Congress, they feel a strong conviction that they will 
greatly facilitate the work of canyiog accountability, re- 
trenchment, and economy through every branch of the ad- 
ministration, and thereby reduce the patronage of the Execu- 
tive to those safe and economical limits which are necessary to 
a complete restoration of the equilibrium of the system, now 
BO dangerously disturbed. Your committee are deeply im- 
pressed with the necessity of commencing early, and of car- 
rying through to its full and final completion, this great 
work of reform. 

The disease is daily becoming more aggravated and danger- 
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0U8, and, if it be permitted to advance for a few years longer 
with the rapidity with which it has of late, it will soon pass 
beyond the reach of remedy. This is no party question. 
Every lover of this country and of its institutions, be bis 
party what it may, must see and deplore the rapid growth 
of patronage, with all its attendant evils, and the certain 
catastrophe which awaits its further progress, if not timely 
arrested. The question now is not how, or where, or with 
whom the danger originated, but how it is to be arrested ; 
not the cause, but the remedy ; not how our institutions and 
liberty have been endangered, but how they are t/> be rescued. 



REPORT 

On that portion of the President's Message which 
related to the adoption of efficient measures to 
prevent the circulation of incendiary Abolition 
Petitions through the Mail, February 4th, 1836. 

The Select Committee to whom was referred that portion of 
the President's Message which relates to the attempts to 
circtUate, through the mail^ inflammatory appeals, to ex^ 
cite the slaves to insurrection, submit tlie following re- 
port ;— " 

The committee fully concur with the President as to the 
chai*acter and tendency of the papers which have been at- 
tempted to be circulated in the South through the mail, and 
participate with him in the indignant regret which he ex- 
presses at conduct so destructive of the peace and harmony 
of the country, and so repugnant to the Constitution and 
the dictates of humanity and religion. They also concur in 
the hope that^ if the strong tone of disapprobation which 
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these unconstitutioiial and wicked attempts have called 
forth, docs not arrest them, the non-alaveholding States will 
be prompt to exercise their powor to aupprcBa them, as far 
as their authority extends. But, while they agree with the 
President as to the evil and its highly dangerous tendency, 
and the necessity of arresting it, they have not been able to 
assent to the measure of redress which he recommends — that 
Congress should pass a law prohibiting, under severe penalty, 
the transmission of incendiary publications through the 
mail, intended to instigate the slaves to insurrection. 

After the most careful and deliberate investigation, they 
have been constrained to adopt the conclusion that Congress 
has not the power to jiass such a law ; that it would be a 
violation of one of the most sacred provisions of the Consti- 
tution, and subversive of reserved powers essential to the 
preservation of the domestic institutions of the slaveholding 
States, and, with them, their peace and secnrily. Concur- 
ring, OS they do, with the President in the magnitude of the 
evil, and the necessity of its suppression, it would have been 
the cause of deep regret to tho committee, if they thought 
the difference of opinion, as to the right of Congress, would 
deprive the slaveholding States of any portion of the pro- 
tection which tho measure recommended by the President 
was intended to afford them. On tho contrary, they believe 
all the protection intended may be afforde<l, according to the 
views they take of tho power of Congress, without infjjnging 
on any provision of the Constitution on one side, or the re- 
served rights of the States on the other. 

The committee, with these preliminary remarks, will now 
proceed to establish the positions which they liave assumed, 
beginning with the first — that the passage of a law would 
be A violation of an expi-ess provision of the Constitution. 

In the discussion of this point, the committee do not 
deem it necessary to inquire whether the right to pass such 
a law can bo derived from the power to establish post-offices 

L. J 
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and post-roads, or from the trust of " preserving the relation 
created by the Constitution between the States," as supposed 
by the President. However ingenious or plausible the argu- 
ments may be, by which it may be attempted to derive the 
right from these or any other sources, they must fall short 
of their object. The jealous spirit of liberty which charac- 
terized our ancestors at the period when the Constitution 
was adopted, for ever closed the door by which the right 
might be implied from any of the granted powers, or any 
other source, if there be any other. The committee refer to 
the amended article of the Constitution, which, among other 
things, provides that Congress shall pass no law which shall 
abridge the liberty of the press — a provision which inter- 
poses, as will be hereafter shown, an insuperable objection to 
the measure recommended by the President. That the true 
meaning of this provision may be fully comprehended, as 
bearing on the point under consideration, it will be neces- 
sary to recur briefly to the history of the adoption of the 
Constitution. 

It is well known that great opposition was made to the 
adoption of the Constitution. It was acknowledged on all 
sides, at the time, that the old confederation, fyom its weak- 
ness, had failed, and that something must be done to save 
the country from anarchy and convulsion ; yet, so high was 
the spirit of liberty — so jealous were our ancestors of that 
day of power, that the utmost efforts were necessaiy, under 
all the then existing pressure, to obtain the assent of the 
States to the ratification of the Constitution. Among the 
many objections to its adoption, none were more successfully 
urged than the absence, in the instrument, of those general 
provisions which experience had shown to be necessary to 
guard the outworks of liberty : such as the freedom of .the 
press and of speech, — the rights of conscience, — of trial by 
jury, and others of like character. It was the belief of 
those jealous and watchful guardians of liberty, who viewed 
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the adoption of the Constitution with so much ftpprehen- 
sion, thiit all these sacred harriers, without some jwsitive 
provision to protect tbem, would, hy the power of construc- 
tion, be undorniined iind prostrated. So strong was this aji- 
prehcnsion, that it was impossible to obtain a ratification of 
the instrument in many of the States without accompanying 
it with the recommendation to incorporate in the Constitu- 
tion various articles, as amendments, intended to remove 
this defect, and guard agninst the danger apprehended, by 
placing these iniiiortant rights beyond the possible encroach- 
ment of Congresa One of the most important of these is 
that which stands at the head of the list of amended arti- 
cles, and which, among other things, us has been stated, 
prohibits the passage of any law abridging the freedom of 
the press, and which left that important barrier i^ainst 
power under the exclusive authority and control of the 
SUtes." 

That it was the object of this provision to place the 
freedom of the press beyond the possible interference of 
Congress, is a doctrine not now advanced for the first time. 
It is the ground taken, and so ably sustained by Mr. Madi- 
son, in his celebrated report to the Virginia Legislature, in 
1799, against the alien and sedition law, and which conclu- 
sively settled the principle that Congress lias no right, in 
any form or in any manner, to interfere with the freedom of 
the press. The establishment of this principle not only 
overthrew the sedition act, but was the leading cause of the 
great political revolution which, in ISOl, brought the Re- 
publican party, with Mr, JefiFerson at its head, into power. 

With these remarks, the committee will turn to the se- 

• The article is in the following worda :— 

" CoDgrcsa shall make do law respectiog an establiBbmenC of reli- 
gion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or Hbridging the freedom 
of Bpeech, or of the press ; or the right of the people peaceably to as- 
semble, and petition the Gorcrniucnt for a redress of grievances." 
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dition act, in order to show the identity in principle between 
it and the act which the message recommends to be passed, 
as far as it relates to the freedom of the press. Among its 
other provisions, it inflicted punishment on all persons who 
should publish any false, scandalous, or malicious writing 
against the Government, with intent to defame the same, or 
bring it into contempt or disrepute. Assuming this provi- 
sion to be unconstitutional, as abridging the freedom of the 
press, which no one now doubts, it will not be difficult to 
show that if, instead of inflicting punishment for publishing, 
the act had inflicted punishment for circulating through the 
mail for the same oflence, it would have been equally un- 
constitutional. The one would have abridged the freedom 
of the press as efiectually as the other. The object of pub- 
lishing is circulation ; and to prohibit circulation is, in ef- 
fect, to prohibit publication. They both have a common 
object — the communication of sentiments and opinions to 
the public ; and the prohibition of one may as eflTectually 
suppress such communication as the prohilntion of the other ; 
and, of course, would as eflTectually interfere with the free- 
dom of the press, and be equally unconstitutional. 

But, to understand more fully the extent of the control 
which the right of prohibiting circulation throi^h the mail 
would give to the Government over the press, it must be 
borne in mind that the power of Congress over the post- 
office and the mail is an exclusive power. It roust also be 
remembeicd that Congress, in the exercise of this power, 
may declare any road or navigable water to be a post-road ; 
and that, by the act of 1825, it is provided " that no stage, 
or other vehicle which regularly performs trips on a post- 
road, or on a road i)arallel to it, shall carry letters.'' The 
same provision extends to packets, boats, or other vessels, 
on navigable waters. Like provision may be extended to 
newspapers and pamphlets ; which, if it be admitted that 
Congress has the right to discriminate in reference to their 
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character, what papers shall or what shall not he trnnsaut- 
ted by the mail, would subject the freedom of the press on 
all subjects, political, moral, and religious, completely to its 
will and pleasure. It would, io fact, in some respects, more 
effectually eontrol the freedom of the press than any sedition 
law, however severe its penalties. The mandate of the 
Government alone would be sufficient to close the door 
against circulation through the mail ; and thus, at its sole 
will and pleasure, might intercept all oommnnication be- 
tween the press and the people, — while it would require the 
intei-vention of courts and juries to enforce the provisions of 
a sedition law, which experience has shown are not always 
passive and willing instruments in the hands of government, 
where the free<lom of the press is concerned. 

From these remarks, it must be apparent that, to pro- 
hibit publication on one side, and circulation through the 
mail on the other, of any paper, on account of its religious, 
moral, or political character, rests on the same principle ; 
and that each is equally an ahridgment of the freedom of 
the press, and a violation of the Constitution. It would, 
indeed, have been but a iwor triumph for the cause of lib- 
erty, in the great contest of 1799, had the sedition law been 
put down on principles that would have left Congress free 
to suppress the circulation through the mail of the very pub- 
lications which that odious act was intended to prohibit. 
The authors of that memorable achievement would have 
had but slender claims on the gratitude of posterity, if their 
victory over the encroachment of power liad been left bo im- 
perfect. 

It will, after what has been said, require but few remarks 
to show that the samo principle which applied to the sedi- 
tion law would apply equally to a law punishing the circula- 
tion of such incendiary publications as are referred to in the 
message ; — and, of course, to the passage of a law prohibit- 
ing their transmission through the mail. The principle on 
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which the sedition act wna condemned as nnconstitiitional 
was a general one, and not limited, in its application, to that 
act. It withdraws from Congress all right of interference 
with the press, in any form or shape whatever ; and the se- 
dition law was put down as unconstitutional, not because it 
prohibited publications against the Government, hut because 
it interfered at all with the press. The prohibition of any 
publication on the ground of its .being immoral, in-eligious, 
or intended to excite rebellion or insurrection, would have 
been equally unconstitutional ; and, from parity of reason, 
the fiujipression of their circulation through the mail would 
be no less so. 

But, as conclusive aa these reasons are against the right, 
there are others not less so, — derived from the powers re- 
served to the States, which the committee will nest proceed 
to consider. 

The message, as has been stated, recommends that Con- 
gress should pass a law to punish the transmission, througli 
the mail, of incendiary publications intended to instigate the 
slaves to insurrection. It of course assumes for Congress a 
right to determine what papers are incendiary and intended 
to excite insurrection. The question, tlien, is, — Has Con- 
gress sucli a right ? A question of rital importance to the 
slaveholding States, as will appear in the course of the dis- 
cussion. 

After examining this question with due deliberation, in 
all its hearings, the committee are of opinion, not only that 
Congress has not the right, but that to admit it would be 
fatal to the States, Nothing is more clear than that the 
admission of the right, on the part of Congress, to deter- 
mine what papers are incendiary, and, as such, to prohibit 
their circulation through the mail, necessarily involves the 
right to determine what are not incendiary, and to enforce 
their circulation. Nor is it less certain that, to admit such 
a right, would be virtually to clothe Congress with the power 
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to abolish slavery, by giving it tho means of breaking down 
all the barriers which tho slaveholding States have erected 
for the protection of their lives and property. It would 
give Congress, without regard to the prohibition laws of the 
States, the authority to open the gates to the flooil of incen- 
diary publications which are ready to break into those States, 
and to punish all who dare resist as criminals. Fortunately, 
Congress has no sueh right. The internal peace and secu- 
rity of the States are under the protection of the States 
themselves, to the entire exclusion of all authority and con- 
trol on the part of Congress. It belongs to them, and not 
to Congress, to determine what is, or i.s not, calculated to 
disturb their peace and security ; and, of course, in the case 
under consideration, it belongs to the slaveholding States to 
determine what is incendiary and intended to incite to insur- 
rection, and to adopt such defensive measures as may be ne- 
cessary for their security, with unlimited means of carrying 
them into effect, except such as may be expressly inhibited 
to the States by the Constitution. To establish the truth 
of this position, so essential to tho safety of those States, it 
would seem suiHcient to appeal to their constant exercise of 
this right at all times, without restriction or question, both 
before and since the adoption of the Constitution. But, on 
ti point of so much importance, which may involve the 
safety, if not the existence itself, of an entire section of the 
Union, it will bo proper to trace it to its origin, iu order to 
place it on a more immovable foundation. 

That the States which form our Fedeml Union are sover- 
eign and independent communities, bound together by a con- 
stitutional compact, and possessed of all the powers belonging 
to distinct and separate States, e."(cepting such as are dele- 
gated to be exercised by the General Grovernment, is as- 
sumed as unquestionable. The compact itself expressly 
provides that all powers not delegated are reserved to the 
States and the people. To ascertain, then, whether the 
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power in (juestion is delegated or reserved, it ia only neces- 
sary to ascertain whether it is to be found among the enu- 
merated powers or not. If it be not among them, it belongs, 
of course, to the reserved powers. On turning to the Con- 
stitution, it will be seen that, while the power of defending 
the country against external danger is found among the 
enumerated, the instrument is wholly silent as to the power 
of defending the internal peace and security of the States ; 
and, of course, reserves to the States this important power, 
as it stood before the adoption of the Constitution, with no 
other limitation, as has been stated, except such as are ex- 
preesly prescribed by the instrument itself. From what has 
been stated, it may be inferred that the right of a State to 
defend itself against internal dangers ia a part of the great, 
primary, and inherent right of self-defence, which, by the 
laws of nature, belongs to all communities ; and so jealous 
were the States of this essential right, without which theii 
independence could not ho preserved, that it is expressly 
provided by the Constitution,*" that the General Government 
shall not assist a State, even in case of domestic violence, 
except on the application of the authorities of the State it- 
self : thus excluding, by a necessary consequence, its inter- 
ference in all other cases. 

Having now shown that it belongs to the slavohcddin^ 
States, whoso institutions are in danger, and not to Congress, 
as is supposed by the message, to determine what impers 
are inccndiaiy and intended to excite iasurreetion among 
the slaves, it remains to inquire, in the next place, what are 
the correapondiug duties of the General Government, and 
the other States, from within whose limits and jurisdiction 
their institutions are attacked ; a subject intimately con- 
nected with that with which the committee are immediately 
charged, and which, at the present juncture, ought to be 
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fully undurstood by all the partiea. The committee will he- 
gin with the first. 

It may not be entirely useless to ]>remise, that rights 
and duties are reciprocal — tho existence of a right always 
impljing a corresponding duty. If, consequently, the right 
to protect her internal peace and security belongs to a State, 
the General GJovemment is bound to respect the measures 
adopted by her for that purpose, and to co-operate in their 
execution, as far as its delegated powers may admit, or the 
measure may require. Thus, in the present case, the slave- 
holding States having the unquestionable right to pass all 
such laws as may be necessary to maintain the existing re- 
lation between master and slave in those States, their right, 
of course, to prohibit the circulation of any publication or 
any intercourse calculated to disturb or destroy that relation, 
is incontrovertible. In the execution of the measures which 
may be adopted by the States for this purpose, the powers 
of Congress over the mail, and of regulating commerce with 
foreign nations and between the States, may require co-op- 
eration on the part of tho General Government ; and it is 
bound, in conformity with the principle established, to re- 
spect the laws of the State in their exercise, and so to mod- 
ify its acts as not only not to violate those of the' States, 
but, as far aa practicable, to co-operate in their execution. 
The practice of the Government has been in conformity with 
these views. 

By the act of the 28th of February, 1803, entitled " An 
act to prevent the importation of certain persons into cer- 
tain States," where, by the laws of those States, their im- 
portation is prohibited, masters or captains of ships or ves- 
sels are forbidden, under severe penalty, " to import or bring, 
or cause to be imported or brought, any negro or mulatto, or 
person of color, not being a native or citizen, or registered 
seftnian of the United States, or seamen, natives of coun- 
tries beyond the Ca^w of Good Hope, into any port or place 
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which shall be situated in any State which, by law, has pro- 
hibitcd, or shall prohibit, the admission or importation of 
such negro, mulatto, or other person of color." This pro- 
vision speaks for itself, and requires no illustration. It is a 
case in point, and fully embraces the principle laid down. 
To the same effect is the act of the 25th of February, 1799, 
respecting quarantine and health laws, which, as belonging 
to the internal police of the States, stand on the same 
gi-ound. The act, among other things, " directs the collect- 
ors and all other revenue officers, the masters and crews of 
the revenue cutters, and the military officers in conmiand on 
the station, to co-operate faithfully in the execution of the 
quarantine and other restrictions which the health laws of 
the State may establish." 

The principles embraced by these acts, in relation to the 
commercial intercourse of the country, are equally applica- 
ble to the intercourse by mail. There may, indeed, be more 
difficulty in co-operating with the States in the latter than 
in the former, but that cannot possibly aflfect the principle. 
Regarding it, then, as established both by reason and pre- 
cedents, the committee, in conformity with it, have prepared 
a bill, and directed their chairman to report the same to the 
Senate, prohibiting, under the penalty of fine and dismission 
from office, any deputy postmaster in any State, Territory, 
or District, from knowingly receiving and putting into the 
mail any letter, packet, pamphlet, paper, or pictorial repre- 
sentation, directed to any post-office or person in a State, 
Territory, or District, by the laws of which the circulation 
of the same is forbidden ; and also prohibiting, under a like 
penalty, any deputy postmaster in said State, Territory, or 
District, from knowingly delivering the same, except to such 
persons as may be authorized to receive them by the civil 
authority of said State, Territory, or District. 

It remains next to inquire into the duty of the States^ 
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from within whose limita and jurisi-Uction the internal peace 
and security of the slaveholding States are endangered. 

Id order to comprehend more fully the nature and extent 
of their duty, it will be necessary to make a few remarks on 
the relations which exist between the States of our Federal 
Union, with the rights and obligatlona reciprocally resulting 
from 8uch relations. 

It has already been stated that the States which com- 
pose our Federal Union are sovereign and independent com- 
munities, united by a constitutional compact. Among its 
members the laws of nations are in fall force and obligation, 
except as altered or modified by the compact ; and, of 
course, the States possess, with that exception, all the rights, 
and arc subject to all the duties which separate and distinct 
communities possess, or to which they are subject. Among 
these are comprehended the obligation which all States are 
under to prevent their citizens from disturbing the jieace or 
endangering the security of other States ; and, in case of 
being disturbed or endangered, the right of the latter to de- 
mand of the former to adopt such measures as will prevent 
their recurrence ; and, if refused or neglected, to resort to 
such measures as its i)rotection may require. This right re- 
mains, of course, in force among the States of this Union, 
mth such limitations as are imposed expressly by the Con- 
stitution. Within their limits, the rights of the slavehold- 
ing States are as full to demand of the States within whose 
limits and jurisdiction their peace is assailed, to adopt the 
measures necessary to prevent the same, and, if refused or 
neglected, to resort to means to protect themselves, as if 
they were separate and indeiiendent communities. 

Those States, on the other hand, aro not only under all 
the obligations which independent communities would be to 
Hdopt such measures, but also under the obligation which 
the Constitution superadds, rendered more sacred, if possi- 
blsj by the fact that, while the Union imposes restrictions 
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on the right of the slnveholdiog States to defend themselves, 
it affords tlie medium through which thoir peace aud secu- 
rity are assitiled. It is not the intentioD of the committee 
to inquire what those restrictions are, and what are the 
means which, under the CouBtitution, are left to the slave- 
holding States to protect themselves. The period has not 
yet come, and they trust never will, when it may lie neces- 
sary to decide those questtoiiB ; but come it must, unless the 
States whoso duty it ia to suppress the danger shall see in 
time its magnitude, and the obligations which they are un- 
der to adopt speedy and effectual measures to arrest its far- 
ther progress. That the full force of this obligation may be 
understood by all parties, the committee propose, in conclu- 
sion, to touch briefly on the movements of the Abolition- 
ists, with the view of showing the dangerona consequences 
to which they must lead if not arrested. 

Their professed object is the emancipation of slaves in 
the Southern States, which they propose to accomplisli 
through the agency of organized societies, spread throughout 
the non-slave holding States, and a powerful press, directed 
mainly to excite in the other States hatred and abhorrence 
i^ainst the institutions and citizens of the slaveholding 
States, by addresses, lectures, and pictorial representations, 
abounding in false aad exaggerated statemeats. 

If the .magnitude of the mischief affords, in any degree, 
measure by which to judge of the criminality of a pro- 
ject, few have ever beeu devised to be comjjared with the 
present, whether the cud be regarded, or the means by 
which it is proposed to be accomplished. The blindness of 
fanaticism is proverbial. With more zeal than understand- 
ing, it constantly misconceives the nature of the object at 
which it aims, and towards which it rushes with lieadlong 
violence, regardless of the means by which it is to be ef- 
fected. Never was its character more fully exemplified than 
in the pretiont instance. Setting out with the abstract prin- 
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ciple that slavery is an evil, the fanatical zealots come at 
i>nce to tho concIusioD that it is their duty to abolish it, re- 
gardlesa of all the disasters which muat follow. Never was 
conclusion more false or dangerous. Admitting their as- 
Bumption, there are innumerable things which, regarded in 
the abstract, are evils, but ^hich it would be madness to at- 
tempt to abolish. Thus regarded, government itself is an 
evil, with most of its institutions intended to protect life and 
property, — comprehending the civil as well as the criminal 
andmititary coile, — which are tolerated only because to abolish 
them would be to increaae instead of diminishing the evil. 
The reason is equally applicable to the case under considera- 
tion : to illustrate which, a few remarks on slavery, as it 
actually exists in the Southern States, will be necessary. 

He who regards slavery in those States simply imder the 
relation of muster and slave, as important as that relation 
is, — viewed merely as a question of property to the slave- 
holding section of the Union, — lias a very imperfect concep- 
tion of the institution, and the impossibility of abolishing it 
without disasters unexampled in tho history of the world. 
To understand its nature and importance fully, it must be 
borne in mind that slavery, as it exists in tho Southern 
States (including under tho Southern all the slaveholding 
States), involves not only the relation of master and slave, 
but also the social and political relations of two races, of 
nearly equal numbers, from different quarters of the globe, 
and the most opposite of all others in every particular that 
distinguislies one race of men from another. Emancipation 
would destroy these relations- — ^woukl divest the masters of 
their property, and subvert the relation, social and political, 
that has existed between the races from almost the first set- 
tlement of the Southern States. 

It is not the intention of the committee to dwell on the 
pecnniivry aspect of this vital subject : the vast amount of 
property involved, equal, at least, to ?95O,0OO,000,— the 
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ruin of families and individuals, — the impoverishment and 
prostration of an entire section of the Union, — and the £Eital 
blow that would be given to the productions of the great 
agricultural staples, on which the commerce, the navigation, 
the manufactures, and the revenue of the country almost 
entirely depend. As great as these disasters would be, they 
are nothing compared to what must foUow the sabversion 
of the existing relation between the two races, to which the 
committee will confine their remarks. 

Under this relation the two races have long lived in 
peace and prosperity, and, if not di8tiu*bed, would long con- 
tinue so to live. While the European race has rapidly in- 
creased in wealth and numbers, and, at the same time, has 
maintained an equality, at least morally and intellectually, 
with their brethren of the non-slaveholding States, the Af- 
rican race has multiplied with not less rapidity, accompanied 
by great impix)vemcnt, physically and intellectually, and a 
degree of comfort which the laboring classes in few other 
countries enjoy, and confessedly greatly superior to what the 
free people of the same race possess in the non-slaveholding 
States. It may, indeed, be safely asserted, that there is no 
example in history in which a savage people, such as their 
ancestors were when brought into the country, have ever ad- 
vanced in the same period so rapidly in numbers and im- 
provement. 

To destroy the existing relations, would be to destroy 
this prosperity, and to place the two races in a state of con- 
flict, which must end in the expulsion or extirpation of one 
or the other. No other can be substituted compatible with 
their peace or security. The difficulty is in the diversity of 
the races. So strongly drawn is the line between the two 
in consequence, and so strengthened by the force of habit 
and education, that it is impossible for them to exist to- 
gether in the same community, where their numbers are so 
nearly equal as in the slaveholding States, under any other 
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relation than that which now exists. Social and political 
equality between them is imposBible. No power on earth 
can overcome the difficulty. The causes lie too deep in the 
principles of onr nature to be eurmountcd. But, without 
6ucb equality, to change the present condition of the Afii- 
caa race, were it possible, would be but to change the form 
of slavery. It would make them the slaves of the commu- 
nity instead of the slaves of individuals, with less responsi- 
bihty and interest in their welfare on the part of the com- 
munity than is felt by their present masters ; while it would 
destroy the security and independence of the European race, 
if the African Bhould be permitted to continuo in their 
changed condition within the limits of those States. They 
would look to the other States for support and protection, 
and would become, virtually, their allies and dependants ; 
and thus place in the hands of those States the most eSec- 
toal instnmient to destroy the influence and control the des- 
tiny of the rest of the Union. 

It is against this relation between the two races that the 
blind and criminal zeal of the Abolitionists is directed — a 
relation that now preserves in quiet and security more than 
6,500,000 human beings, and which cannot be destroyed 
without destroying the peace and prosperity of nearly half 
the States of the "Union, and involving their entire popula- 
tion in a deadly conflict, that must terminate either in the 
expulsion or extirpation of those who are the object of the 
mi^uided and false humanity of those who claim to he their 
friends. 

He must be blind, indeed, who does not perceive that 
the subversion of a relotion which must bo followed with 
such disastrous consequences, can only be effected by convul- 
uons that would devostato the countrj-, — burst asunder the 
bonds of the Union, — and ingulf, in a sea of blood, the in- 
stitutions of the country. It is madness to suppose that 
the slaveholding States would quietly submit to be Eacri- 
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ficed. Every coDsidomtioD — interest, duty, and humaaitr, 
— the lore of countr)-, — the sense of wrong, — ^liotrL-d of op- 
pressors, — and trenchemus and faitliiess confedomtes, — and, 
tinally, despair — wotdd iiD|)el them to the most daring and 
desperate I'esislance in defence of property, fiiraJIy, countir, 
liberty, and existence. 

But wicked and cmel as is the end aimed at, it is fUQy 
equalled by the criminality of the moans by which it is pro- 
posed to be accomplished. These, as has been etatctl, oon- 
eist in organized societies and a powerful press, directH 
mainly with a view to excito the bitterest animo^ty and ha- 
tred of the people of tlie non-slaveholdlug States against 
the citizens and institutions of the slaveholding States. It 
is easy to sco to what disastrons residts such means must 
tend, Pftssinjf over tbo more obvious effects, their tendency 
to excite to insurrection and senile war, with all it.s horrors, 
and the necessity which snch tendency must imposo on the 
slaveholding States to resort to the most rigid discijillne and 
severe police, to the great injury of the present condition of 
the slaves, there remains another, threatening incalculaUe 
mischief to the country. 

The inevitable tendency of the means to which the Abo- 
litionists have resorted to effect their object must, if per- 
sisted in, end in completely alienating the two great eectiODs 
of the Union. The incessant action of hundreds of socie- 
ties, and a vast printing establishment, throwing out daily 
thousands of artful and inflammatory publications, mu&t 
make, in time, a deep impression on the section of the Union 
whero they freely circulate, and are mainly designed to have 
effect. The well-informed and thoughtful may bold them 
in contempt, but the young, the ine.'cperienced, the ignorant, 
and thoughtless will receive the poison. In process of time, 
when the number of proselytes is sufficiently multiplied, the 
artful and profligate, who are ever on the watch to aviza on 
any means, however wicked and dangerous, will unite with 
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the fanatics, and make their movementH the basis oi" a pow- 
erful political party, that will seek advancement by diffusing, 
as widely as possible, hatred against the slaveholding States. 
But, as hatred begets hatred, and animosity animosity, these 
feelings would become reciprocal, till every vestige of attach- 
ment would cease to exist between the two sections ; when 
the Union and the Constitution, the offspring of mutual af- 
fection anJ confidence, would for ever perish. 

Such is the danger to which the movements of the Abo- 
litionists e-tpose the country. If the force of the obligation 
is in proportion to the magnitude of the danger, stronger 
cannot be imposed than is at present on the States within 
whose limits the danger originates, to arrest its farther pro- 
gress — a duty they owe, not only to the States whose insti- 
tutions are assailed, but to the Union aud Constitution, as 
has been shown, and, it may be added, to themselves. The 
sober and considerate portions of citizens of the non-slave- 
holding States, who have a deep stake in the existing insti- 
tutions of the country, would have little forecast not to see 
that the assaults which arc now directed against the institu- 
tions of the Southern States may be very easily directed 
against those which uphold their own property and security. 
A very slight moditication of the arguments used against 
the institutions which sustain the property and security of 
the South would make them eiiually effectual against the 
institutious of the North, including banking, iu which so 
vast BQ amount of its property and capital is invested. It 
would be well for those interested to reflect whether there 
now exists, or ever has existed, a wealthy and civilized com- 
munity in which one portion did not live on the labor of 
another ; and whether the form in which slavery exists in 
the South is not but one motUfication of this universid con- 
dition ; and, finally, whether any other, imder ail the cir- 
cumstances (if the ease, is more defcnaklo, or stands on 
■tronger ground of necessity. It is time to look these ques- 
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tioDs in the face. Let those who are interested remembei 
that labor is the only source of wealth, and how small a por- 
tion of it, in all old and civilized countries, even the best 
governed, is left to those by whose labor wealth is created. 
Let them also reflect how little volition or agency the opera- 
tives in any country have in the question of its distribution 
— as little, with a few exceptions, as the African of the 
slaveholding States has in the distribution of the proceeds 
of his labor. Nor is it the less oppressive, that, in the one 
case, it is effected by the stem and powerful will of the 
Government, and in the other by the more feeble and flexi- 
ble will of a master. If one be an evil, so is the other. 
The only difference is the amount and mode of the exaction 
and distribution, and the agency by which they are effected 



REPORT 

On the Public Lands, submitted to the Senate, 

May 13th, 1840. 

Mr. NoRVELL made the followlDg Report. 

The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was re/erred the 
bill introduced by Mr, Calhoun, of South Carolina, to 
cede the public lands to the States within ivhose limits they 
respectively lie, on certain conditions, report : — 

This bill provides that the public lands lying within the 
States of Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Mis- 
souri, Illinois, Michigan, Ohio, and Indiana, excepting sites 
for forts, navy and dock yards, arsenals, magazines, and 
other public buildings, shall be ceded to the States within 
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which they i-esix^Jtively lie, after the 30tli of June, 1842, on 
the following conditiona : — 

1. Tliat the States shall pass acta, to bo irrevocable, pledg- 
ing their faith to pay to the United States one half of the 
gross proceeds of the lands on or before the first day of Feb- 
ruary, in each year, 

2. That the miaimum price per acre, now fixed by law, 
shall not be reduced, except according to the scale of reduc- 
tion Hxed in the bill. 

3. That the land la^rs now in force, and as modified by 
this bill, shall remain unclianged, witliout the consent of 
Congress. 

4. That the cession sliall be in full of the five per cent. 
fund, or any portion of it ; and that thu States shall be ex- 
clusively liable for costs of surveys, sales, extinction of Indian 
titles, and management generally. 

5. That, on failure to comply with any of these con- 
ditions, the cession to the State so failing shall be abrogated ; 
and all grants or titles on the part of the State, for land 
thereafter sold, to be null and void. 

The bill also provides that the President of the United 
States, when officially notified of the [lassage of an act of any 
one of the States, in compliance with the above conditions, 
shall adopt such measures as he shall deem advisable to close 
the land offices within the States, including the surveying 
department ; and that the commissions of all officers con- 
nected therewith shall expire on a day to be fixed by bim, 
but not beyond six months from the time. 

It moreover provides that, on such compliance and noti- 
fication, the State shall be released from all compacts or or- 
dinances that impose restrictions on her right to ta.x the 
lands thereafter sold ; and that all maps, titles, records, 
books, documents, and papers, in the General Land Office, 
ahall be subject to the order and disposition of the Executive 
of the State. 
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It also provides that the public lands in Tennessee^ with 
the exceptions contained in the first section, shall be ceded 
to that State. 

Such are the provisions of the bill, as it now stands. 
The amendments proposed by the committee will be noticed 
in the proper place. 

A cursory examination of the above provisions will suffice 
to show that the proposed cession would be, in reality, but 
a sale of the public lands to the States in which they lie, 
subject to the conditions contained in the bill. The right 
to make such sale would seem unquestionable. The lands 
are held by Congress as common property, for the benefit of 
the whole Union, with express authority by the Constitution 
to dispose of them, without making any distinction between 
sales to States and to individuals, or prescribing the tenns 
on which they shall be sold. Begarding it, then, as a mere 
question of discretion, — to whom and on what terms and 
conditions the lands should be sold, — the committee propose 
to consider the measure simply in reference to its expediency ; 
but it will be necessary, as a preliminary step to the discus- 
sion of its general merits, to ascertain what portion of the 
public domain would be subject to the operation of the bDl, 
should it pass, and the true amount of its value. 

It appears from a report of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office (see Doc. 46, 3d session 25th Congress), 
that the whole quantity in acres of the public domain, on tho 
30th of September, 1838, to which the Indian title was not 
extinguished, amounted to seven hundred and sixty*siz 
millions, in round numbers. There were, at the same time, 
as appears by the same report, in the States and Territories, 
three hundred and nineteen millions of acres, to which thfi 
Indian title was extinguished ; making the whole public do- 
main in the aggregate, at that time, to be ten hundred and 
eighty-fiw millions of acres ; from which about five millioBS 
of acres may be deducted for sales since made, leaving now 
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about ten hiindred and eighty millions of acres. By table 
marked A, herewith annexed, it appears that, on the 1st of 
January last, there were in the new States ono hundred and 
fifty-fi>ar millions of acres, to which the Indian titles were 
extinguished ; and nine millions five hundred thousand acres, 
to which the Indian title was not extinguished : mailing, in 
the aggregate, one liundred and sixty-three millions five 
hundred thousand acres. From this deduct, — for disputed 
grants, many of which are largo, to which the right of the 
Government may not he established, — three millions and a 
half of acres, which would leave ono hundred and sixty mil- 
lions subject to the operation of this bill ; being less than 
one sixth of the whole public domain. 

Those who have not reflected on the subject are liable to 
form very erroneous estimates of the true value of tho public 
lands. It is very natural to conclude that, as none are sold 
for less than one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, the 
one hundred and sixty millions of acres unsold in the new 
Htates are worth two hundred millions of dollars ; but such 
a conclusion would bo utterly fallacious. If the whole could 
be sold at once, at that price, for cash in hand, or on per- 
fectly safe security, with interest, and without expense, the 
conclusion would be correct ; but such is far from being the 
case. They can only be sold at that price, through a long 
period of years, in small portions at a time, and at a heavy 
expense ; all of which must bo taken into the estimate to 
form a correct opinion of their real value, or, to express the 
idea differently, their actual pa'sent value. 

In order to determine what that really is, it will be neces- 
sary to assume what would probably be the gross annual pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the publiu lands embraced by the bill, on 
the supposition that the present prii'e, and the land system, 
as it now stands, will be continued. The committee are fully 
ftwaro that the assumption must be, iu a great measure, con- 
jectuiaL There are not, and cannot be, from the nature of 
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the subject, any certain data on which to rest calculation 
All that can be done ia, to assume a sum BufSciently liberal 
to guaiil against the possibility of an nnder-estiniate ; and 
proceeding on tliat principle, after a full consideration of the 
whole ground, the committee have cume to the conclusion 
that it would be a liberal assumption to take the sum of two 
millions five hundred thousand dollars as their average gross 
annual income, on the supposition of the continuance of the 
Bystem till tbe whole shall be sold. The assumption sup- 
poses th.it tbe whole of the lands embraced in the bill will 
be sold at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, and 
that tbe average sales annually will yield two millions five 
hundred thousand dollars till the last acre is sold ; an as- 
sumption which all, the least conversant with the subject, 
will readily allow to be ample. 

Taking, then, that sum as tbe annual gross income, it is 
clear that tbe real value of the lands in question cannot ex- 
ceed a sum which, at the legal interest of sis per cent., 
would give an annual income of two millions five hundred 
thousand dollars ; or, to express it differently, cannot ex- 
ceed the present value ofa permanent annuity of that amount; 
that is, a fraction over forty-one millions of dollars. 

So far is clear ; and it is equally so that it must be less 
than that sum, Tho reason is obvious : To derive an income 
of two millions live hundred thousand dollars from lands at 
one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, there must be an- 
nually sold two millions of acres, which would dispose, at 
that rate, of the whole one hundred and sixty millions of 
acres in eighty years. It follows, of course, that their true 
present value, instead of being worth a permanent annuity 
of two millions five hundred thousand dollars, would be 
worth one of that amount for eighty years only, which is 
little more than thirty-four millions. That sum, then, it is 
manifest, would be the true present value of all the unsold 
londd in the new States, on tho data assumed, provided thej 
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conld be sold without expense, trouble, or cost by the 
Gktverument ; but, as that cannot be, it becomes necessary' 
to determine what deductioa ought to be made on that 
account — to ascertain what, in fact, is their real present 
value. 

lu determining this, the committee have taken expe- 
rience as their guide, They have carefidly ascertained, under 
the actual operation of the system to the jiresent time, what 
deductions ought to be made under all the various heads, as 
incident to the system, on the actual quantity of lands sold 
by the Government ; and have apportioned them ratably on 
the lands to be sold, on the supposition that what remains 
to bo sold will be subject to as great a reduction, in propor- 
tion, as that wliich has been ; in other words, that the ad- 
ministration of the public lands hereafter, if the present 
system should be continued as it stands, would he neither 
more nor less economical or prudent than it has been. In 
making their estimate, they have included, under expense, 
not only what is appropriately comprehended under it, but 
whatever goes to diminish the net income from the lands — 
tiuch as grants and donations, other than the sixteenth section 
reserved for schools ; the two and three per cent, fund re- 
served out of the sales for internal improvement ; the expendi- 
tures on internal improvement incident to the public domain, 
but not charged to that fund ; and the increased expense of 
legislation, as will more fidly appear by reference to Table B. 
containing the estimates, and hereto annexed. 

The result is, that the expense of the management of 
the public lands embraced in the bill, — on the sujiposition 
that the administration will be neifher more nor less eco- 
nomical than the past, and that they will yield annually the 
sum supposed, and of course Ira sold in the peiiod assigned, 
— would amount to a fraction over forty-four millions of 
dollars, which, divided by eighty, the number of years re- 
quired to dispose of the lands, would give five hundred and 
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fifty lliousiind doUai-s as the nverago antiual expense, Thi« 
sum, regardwl as un annuity for eighty years aud estimated 
us a present cliarge, would make a fraction less than seven 
millions six hundred, thousand dollars, which, deducted from 
the sum of thirty-four millions of dollars, the present value 
of the lands, without estimating expenses, would give for 
the actual present value of the lands the sura of twenty-sii 
mtllioDs four hundred thousand dollars. 

But, US small as this gum may appear to many, the com- 
mittee believe that it is over, rather tlian under, the true es- 
timate. It makes no allowance for defalcations and losses 
incident to the management of the fiscal concerns of the land 
syBtcm, and assumes that eveiy acre will be sold at one dol- 
lar and twenty-five cents per acre, which no one can exjjcct 
who will recollect that a largo portion is sterile and worth- 
less, consisting of pine barrens, swamps, unproductive prairies, 
and stony and mounlainoits tracts, which are at present un- 
salable at any price, and will be so for a long time to come. 
To this may be added, that more than one half has been in 
mnrket for five, ten, fifteen, and twenty years, and upwards 
(as will be seen in Table C, annexed), without being sold, 
and arc the remnants left after the repeated selections of all 
that were considered as valuable, even under the late rage for 
speculation, stimulated to the greatest excess by a bloated 
currency. Against this, it is admitted that there is a con- 
siderable quantity not yet surveyed and brought into market 
(sec Table A), of which a portion may sell for more than one 
dollar and twenty-five cents per acre ; but exjierience shows 
that the quantity sold above that price is so small, that its 
efiect on the general average price does not exceed two and 
four fifths cents jKir acre, and is too inconsiderable to take 
into the estimate. 

Taking, then, all circumstances into consideration, the 
committee feel assured that the result to which they have 
been brought is too high, rather than too low ; but they do 



REPORTS ASD PUBLIC LETTERS. 



215 



not deem it material whether it be, in truth, n few luillions 
more or less. Their object is not perfect precision, but to 
give a correct general impression of the value of the lands 
embraced in the bill, in order to correct the utterly fallaeious 
conception which even many of the well-informed entertain 
on the subject. So lung as the value of the lands embraced 
in the bill is estimated at hundreds of millions of dollars, 
instead of the few millions which they aio really worth, so 
long it will be impossible to obtain for the measure which it 
proposes that impartial and deliberate consideration neces* 
sary to a correct decision ; and hence the necessity of re- 
moving such erroneous impressions, preliminary to the dis- 
cussion of the general merits of the bill, to which the com- 
mittee will now iiroce^Ki. 

One of the first and most obvious consequences which 
would follow the adoption of the measure, would be a groat 
reduction of the patronage of the Government, There are 
spread over the new States fifty-nine land offices ; connected 
with which there are one hundred and eighteen registers and 
receivers, eight surveyors general, with a host of deputies, 
clerks, draughtsmen, chain- carriers and axemen, at an ^- 
gregate annual expense of upwards of 8334,000, on an 
averse of the last two years. But as considerable as are 
their number and expense, these give a very inadequate con- 
ception of the real extent of the prtronage of the Govern- 
ment. Few places under it afford such ready and certain 
means of acquiring fortunes, and of extending favors and 
accommodation to a large and iufiucntial portion of the com- 
munity, as those attached to the land system. The thorough 
knowledge which those who hold them have of all that relates 
to the public lands, makes their good-will of great impor- 
tance to the numerous body of individuals annually emigrat- 
ing to the West, or engaged in investing or siwciilating in 
the public lands. The extent of the influence which the 
Government might exercise, whenever it thinks proper. 
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through so many of its dependants, with such ample means 
of acting upon public opinion, can be more readily conceived 
than estimated ; the whole of which, with at least one half 
of the patronage dependent on the General Land Ofl&ce at 
the seat of Government, would be cut off at a single blow 
should the bill become a law. 

Should the question be put, — ^whether such a result is 
desirable, — ^let the denunciations daily heard against Execu- 
tive patronage furnish the answer. If that be not sufficient, 
let the all-absorbing character of the Presidential contest, 
over-riding and controlling all other questions, respond. If 
the deep and agitating excitement, consequent on the contest, 
be not sufficient to condnce all who reflect, that it is time to 
lop off every branch of jiatronage that can be spared, without 
impairing the proper efficiency of the Government, in order 
to preserve our present free system of electing the Chief 
Magistrate, the committee despair that any thing they could 
say would have that effect. It may, in truth, be laid down 
as a maxim in our Government, never to be departed from, 
and which jcannot be disregarded with impunity, that there 
should be no more patronage than what is necessary to ac- 
complish efficiently the objects for which it was created, and 
that all beyond that ought to be lopped off Unless this 
maxim be rigidly enforced, it may be regarded as certain that 
the patronage and influence of the Gt)vernment, increasing 
with the growth, population, and wealth of the country, will 
become too great, in time, for its liberty. The committee 
cannot doubt that it may be safely. applied, as proposed by 
the bill, to this great and influential branch of patronage, 
without in any degree weakening the Gt)vemment, or ren- 
dering it less efficient, except by a triffing reduction of reve- 
nue, which would be greatly outweighed by other advantages, 
as will be made manifest in the sequel 

Among the more immediate of these, but not the most 
prominent, would be the shortening of the sessions of Con- 
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gress; the beneficial effects of which, in reduciug the ex- 
peoses of the Grnvernnient, have been nlready estimated. 
But, as considerable as that is, it would be the least of its 
advantages. The sessions of Congress are already bo long, 
that it may be regarded as a great public grievance. It de- 
prives the country of the services of many who arc the best 
qualified to promote its prosperity, but who are either driven 
from the public councils, or deterred from entering them, by 
the heavy pecuniary lose and the sacrifice of domestic happi- 
ness, incident to such long separations from their business 
and families. The evil is still on the increase, with a corres- 
ponding loss and sacrifice ; and, if not corrected, will con- 
tinue to increase with our population and wealth, until it 
terminates in perpetual sessions. This bill would do much 
to put a stop to the evil. It would probably diminish the 
business of Congress a third or a fourth, and shorten the 
sessions in the same proportion, and, if followed up by other 
measures originating in the same Bpirit, the evil may be kept 
within reasoniible boimds, notwithstanding our great and 
rapid growth. It ought ever to be borne in mind that this 
growth, to which no limits can be assigned, is at once our 
glory and our danger ; while it increases our importance and 
elevates our pride, it swells, at the same time, the patronage 
of the Government, and strengthens its central tendency, 
which, if not resisted, must end in consolidation, by drawing 
the whole powers of the system to the centre. Hence the 
importance of the principle of rigidly holding this Government 
to the few great objects for which it was created, and lopping 
off patronage wherever it can be done safely. The less this 
Government interferes with local concerns, and with what 
■ can be properly done by the States, the more it will act in 
H accordance with the true genius of our political system, and 
H the more certainly accomplish the objects for which it was 
H instituted. 
H But other consequences would follow, not less important ; 
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one of the most iirominent of which would Iw to phice the 
new States on an equality with the olil. Acconling to the 
theory of our jHiiitical system, the General GovcTnineut is but 
the common ngc'nt of the States, creuted by their authority, 
for tlie regulation of their mutual interests, leaving all sub- 
jects of a peculiar or local character to be regulated by their 
separate local Governments. In this distribution, the land 
or teiTitory fell to the State Governments, as far as the 
original States were concerned. But the fact is different as 
to the new States wliich have grown up on the public domain, 
and been admitted into the Union since the adoption of the 
Constitution. In their case, the unsold lands, and, to a cer- 
tain extent, the sold, are not subject to the control and ad- 
ministration of the new States, but to the General Govern- 
ment — forming an anomaly certainly not in strict conformity 
with the true theory of our political system. It is, indeed, 
BO little so, that many distinguished citizens of the new States 
have believed it to he inconsistent with the Constitution, and 
maintained lliat the very fact of the admission of a State di- 
vested the Government of its right to the unsold lauds within 
its territorial limits, and transferred them to tlie State, In 
maintaining this [Hiaition, they assumo the ground, that the 
control of the domain of a State constitutes a portion of its 
sovei-cignty ; an essential portion, of which it cannot be di- 
vested ; and that stipulations in the act of admission, in de- 
rogation of an essential attribute of sovereignty, are null and 
void. 

It is not the intention of the committee to enter into the 
discussion of this question at this time, or to undertake to 
support or refute the arguments by which it is countenanced. 
It is sufficient to Siiy, that those who fake a different view 
believe that the position is erroneous, and that the cause of 
error consists in not making the proper distinction between 
what is called the eminent domain and the rights of property 
in land, and in misconceiving the true relation, in our com- 
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jilex system, between the General Go\'emment and the 
States. But all must admit, whatever may be their opinions 
as to these different views, not only the incongruity of the 
anomaly with the genius of our system, but its mischievoua 
influence, and the expediency of removing it, as soon aa it 
can be douo on fair and equitable terms. 

Among the mischievous effects of the anomaly to which 
the committee have referred, may be enumerated the state 
of dependence in which it places the new States, and their 
Representatives in Congress, in relation to this Govemraent ; 
and its tendency, in consequence, to disturb its action, and 
turn it from the course bfst calculated to accomplish the ob- 
jects for which it was created. That it, in fact, causes such 
dependence, no one acquainted with the proceedings of Con- 
gress will deny. The great and disproportionate number of 
petitions fi-om the new States, seeking either justice or some 
special favor from the Government ; the large portion of tJie 
Bcasiuns spent on business in which they have a peculiar in- 
terest ; the immense con-eapondencc of their Ke|)reaentative8, 
growing out of their attention to the interests of their consti- 
tuents, both in Congi'ess and at the Departments — all attest 
the fact. How could it be otherwise, when one hundred and 
sixty millions of acres of land, lying in the territories of those 
States, are still held by the Government ; when all claims 
growing out of the lands granted and sold are referred to it 
for decision ; when scarcely a road, or canal, can be con- 
structed without passing through the public lands, and re- 
quiring the assent or aid of Congress ; and when all the lawa 
relating to the public lands, either to retain or modify the 
existing laws, or to enact new ones, depend on the same 
authority? It is not poseible but that a dependence so 
general, co-operating with the extensive patronage of the 
Government, through its numerous officers, must bo sensibly 
and perniciously felt, in its reaction on the course of the 
Government. Those who are dependants naturally lean to 
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the side of power ; while power as naturally seeks their sup- 
port, as the means of strengthening and supporting itself. 
Acting in obedience to this principle, it is not a matter of 
surprise that the new States, in their solicitude to carry favor- 
ite measures, or to obtain some special favor, should, tempo- 
rarily at least, seek the aid of the dominant party of the day 
in the General Govci-nment ; and, on the other side, that 
such party, with the view of strengthening itself, should favor 
the wishes of the States on local questions, with little regard 
to the general interest. It is thus, by the reciprocal action 
and reaction resulting ironi this state of dependence, the 
movements of the General Government may be disturbed and 
tnmed from the objects for which it was instituted, to inter- 
meddling and wasting its resources on objects with which it 
has no concern. That such has been the case, the history of 
our legislation but too often and too clearly attests. Against 
this, there is but one remedy ; and that is, to place the new 
States, in reference to their domain, in the same independent 
condition with the old. So long as the present state of de- 
pendence, so humiliating to the new States, and corrupting 
in its tendency to both old and new, continues, so long will 
its mischievous influence over the action of the Government 
be felt. Tlie pasaige of tlds bill would apply an appropriate 
and effectual remedy, and the only one that can be devised. 

There still remains another and strong objection against 
the continuance of the present system, and in favor of the 
proposed measure. It belongs to the nature of things that 
the old and new States should take different views, have 
different feelings, and favor a different course of policy, in 
reference to the lands within their limits. It is natural for 
the one to regard them chiefly as a source of revenue, and to 
estimate them according to the amount of the income annually 
derived from them ; while the other as naturally regards them, 
almost exclusively, as a portion of their domain, and as the 
foundation of their population, wealth, power, and impor- 
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tance. They have more emphatically the feeliogs of ownership, 
accompanied by the impression that they ought to have the 
principal control, and the greater share of benefitB derived 
from tliem. To their labor, enterprise, and exposure, they 
trace the magic effects which, in a few years, have changed 
a wilderness into well-cultivated regions, studded with beauti- 
ful towns, villages, and farms, penetrated by canals, and in- 
tersected by roads in all directions, giving value to the more 
inferior and inaccessible ]>ortions of the lands yet unsold and 
held by the Government, Seeing all this, and feeling more 
intensely what their interests and wants demand, than can 
possibly be seen or felt by those who are remote and ignorant 
of the real condition of things, it is not at all wonderful that 
such opposite and conflicting views should eo frequently he 
taken, by the new and old States, of the policy that should 
be pursued in reference to the public lands. These conflict- 
ing views must lead to conflicting measures, increasing in 
violence as the population and the political weight of the new 
and old States approach nearer to equality. Like all other 
conflicts of the kind, they will run into the Presidential con- 
test, adding to its violence, and, through it, influencing and 
disturbing the general policy of the Government. 

That there is, in fact, a growing tendency to conflict, and 
that its force has iucreased with the growth of the new States, 
will not be denied by any conversant with the proceedings of 
Congress for the last ten or twelve years, and who have 
witnessed the increase, both in numbers and excitement, of 
questions growing out of the public lands. The cause in 
which it originates will continue to act with increased strength, 
jnst in proportion as the new States become more capable of 
Bsserting with effect their views of tlie policy which ought to 
prevail in reference to the lands, till they shall have attained 
an ascendency in the councils of the Union, whea they will 
demand, as a right, much more than what they would now 
readily accept as a satisfactory adjustment. That period is 
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not remote. Under the census of the present jear, they will 
probably have two fiftlis of the House of Representatives, 
In two or three years, three or four additional States will he 
admitted into the Union ; which will give the new States 
twenty-six out of the sixty members of the Senate ; and they 
will then have a1>out one third of the electoral college. In 
ten years more, under the census of 1850, they will not im- 
probably have an ascendency iu the Union. It is not. diffi- 
cult to foresee that, if nothing sliould be done, the whole of 
the intervening period will be one of agitation and conflict 
in reference to the public lands, rendered more violent by the 
misehievona and dangerous influence it would exercise over 
the Presidential question ; and that the longer the adjust- 
ment of the subject is delayed, the more the passions will be 
excited, and the more dilRcnlt it will be to reconcile opiweing 
demands. Surely, then, it is the part of wisdom and patriot- 
ism to adjust the question while it can be done quietly and 
easily, and on fair and equitable terras, to the mutual henelit 
of all, instead of leaving it open, at the hazai-d of losing the 
whole of the public lands, with all the mischievous and 
dangerous consequences that would flow from the stru^le. 

Having now presented the reasons for the passage of the 
bill, the committee will next proceed to consider the objections 
against it. At their head stands the objection that the ces- 
sion would, in fact, prove to he but a surrender of the lands 
to the States. It assumes that the States would not comply 
with the conditions of the cession ; that they would neglect 
or refuse to pay over to the Government its share of the pur- 
chase money ; that there would be no way of enforcing pay- 
ment ; and that, in the end, the lands would be lost without 
compensation. It will not he denied that it is possible that 
Buch might prove to be the case ; but, it may be asked, is 
there not also a possibility that the lands may be lost if 
nothing should be done P It is, at the worst, hazard against 
hazard ; and the only question is, which is the greater F 
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Wliether it is more prolmble that the States would violate 
their plighted faith, sclemDly given to an arningemi."nt at once 
just and liberal, snpirorted by their votes, and in the observ- 
ance of which they would have a strong interest ; or, that in 
the struggle resulting from conflicting views of policy in refer- 
ence to the public lands, they would be lost in the violence 
of the conflict, if something be not done to prevent it ? It 
is, in reality, a question of probability between the deliberate 
violation of faith, the utter want of a sense of justice on the 
port of the States, and that of taking justice into their own 
hands, under a feeling of resentment resulting from the im- 
pression of wrong, well or ill founded. In weigliing these 
probabilities, it may be asked, whether tliere is any just cause 
to distrust the good faith of the new States ? They have all 
pledged their faith to the Government, in reference to these 
lands, in assenting to the conditions of their admission into 
the Union ; pledged, among other things, not to tax them 
till five years after they are sold. Have they violated this, 
or any other pledge, in a single instance ? Has it not, on 
the contrary, been faitiifiilly observed, under much pecuniary 
and fiscal embarrassment on the part of many of the States, 
when the exercise of the power of taxing would have afforded 
-substantial relief? Why, then, doubt their good feith in 
reference to the proposed arrangement ? But a much deeper 
and move comprehensive question may be propounded, If 
the faith of the States is not to be trusted, what becomes of 
our system of Government ? On what other foundation does 
it rest, but on their fidelity to their engagements ? What 
is our Constitution, but a compact between the States rest- 
ing on their plighted faith ? What is this Government, 
bat the otfajiring of that pledge ? And is it becoming in us, 
who derive our existence from it, to estimate lightly the faith 
of the States ? 

But the bill docs not rely simply on their good faith for 
the observance of the conditions of the cession, sacred as it 
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ought to bo regarded. It provides tbat the violation of any 
of the conditions, and, among othere, that of pnying over to 
the Government its shnre of the annual (jfoceeds of the Bales 
of the public lands, at the time fixetl, ehall work a forfeiture 
of the cession ; and that all grants from the State, for lands 
sold subsequent to such violation, shall bo mill and void : 
thus placing the whole under the jurisdiction of the courts, 
and making it the interest of the State and its citizens to ad- 
here to the conditions. A violation would have the effect of 
arresting the sales of the land within the State. No one 
would bo willing to purchase under a doubtful title ; and it is 
not probable that a State, for the sake of the inconsiderable sum 
to be gained by retaining thp Government share of the sales 
of the preceding year, would expose itself and its citizens to 
the enibarraasment and loss which would result from the 
stopple of the sales. Add to these consldcratious the effect 
which the liberal and generous policy proposed by the bill 
must have in binding the States to the faithful observance 
of their engagements, and the committee feel convinced that 
there is, to say the least, a reasonable assurance, such as the 
wise and prudent rely on in the business transactions of life, 
that the States woidd faithfully abide by the conditions of 
the cession, should the bill pass ; and that there would bo 
far less hazard of losing their lands, than under the system 
as it now stands. 

But it may be asserted, that the relation of debtor and cred- 
itor between the States and this Government is dangerous, 
and ought to be avoided. The committee do not think that 
this bill establishes such relation ; but, admitting the objection 
in its full force, may it not be asked, in turn, if the present 
relation of landlord, which the Government bears to the new 
States, is not one equally objectionable and dangerous, and 
more difBcult to reconcile with the principles of our govern- 
ment ? If the choice were between them, the simple ques- 
tion would be, which is preferable — that the new States 
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should become debtora to the Government, ho far as to be 
obligated to pay over to it annually, out of the unappropria- 
ted proceeds of an existing fund in hand, derived from the 
ceded lands tlicmselves, the sum of one or two hundred thou- 
sand dollars each ; or, that they should have about two 
thirds of their domain under its exclusive I'egulation and 
control, with the dependence it creates, and all its humiliating 
and mischievous consequences ? The committee would not 
consent to place the States, with their views, in the relation 
of debtora to this Government, without strong reasons ; but 
they cannot doubt that, in this case, it is far better for both 
that the present relation should be superseded, even' were 
that of debtor and creditor substituted, in the mollified form 
proposed by this bill. 

But it may be objected by some, that the lands would 
not be as prudently and faithfully managed by the States, if 
placed under their administration, as they now are. It is not 
to be disguised, that there would be great difficulty in the 
way of their management if the cession should be absolute, 
leaving the lands to be disposed of by the States, without 
limitation or restriction. It is easy to see that, in such case, 
there would spring up a competition between the States; 
each striving to turn the tide of immigration in its favor, by 
lowering the price of lands, or making the terras of sale more 
favorable, or granting them away on the simple condition of 
settlement. If one State should commence the policy, all 
would be compelled to follow it ; and the consequence would 
be, that the whole system would fall into confusion, to be 
followed by the loss of the lands, and 0[>ening a wide field 
for speculation and monopoly. But efi'ectual guards are 
provided against this danger by adopting the present system, 
in all its parts, as modified by the bill, with the provision 
that it' shall not be altered but by the consent of Congress ; 
thus giving the system equal uniformity with the present, 
with increased stability. With these guards, there can be 
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no rationftl doubt of the perfect competency of tlio States t« 
manage Bucccssfully the administration of the public lands. 
They nre more familiar with tho subjects than Congress ; 
would have more leisure to bestow on them ; and be much 
less liable to be influenced in their administration by otlic^ 
and distracting intoresta. It is a fact, which will not be con- 
lested, that Congress, taken as a body, is more dcfi(;ient in 
knowledge in relation to the public lands, than any other 
subject on which it is called to act ; and this is not surpris- 
ing, when the voluminous legislation, and the vast and mul- 
tifarious character of the subject, are taken into considem- 
tion. It is notorious, that, on most subjects connected with 
the public lands, particularly that of claims, a large portion 
of both Houses have to act more on faith in the few who are 
acquainted with the subject, than on their own knowledge. 
Far difierent would be the case with the Legislatures of the 
new States ; each would be familiar with the subject within 
the limits of the State ; and as questions growing out of the 
lands would be the important and leading ones, the members 
desirous of reputation or influence would take care to moke 
themselves thoroughly acquainted with them. To sum up 
the whole in a few words : Of all subjects of legislation, 
land is that which more emphatically requires a local super- 
intendence and administration ; and, therefore, ought pre- 
tty to belong, under our system, to State legislation ; 
to which this bill proposes to subject it exclusively in the 
new States, as it always has been in the old. 

But another question, in this connection, remains to be 
considered. To insure a judicious and faithful administration 
of the lands, the States must not only be competent, but al- 
so be attentive and vigilant in their administration ; which 
presents the questiou, — Is there any assurance that such 
would be the case ? The answer to this question wilt depend 
chiefly on the interest they may have in their management ; 
anil that, again, on the share of the proceeds of the sales of 
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the laode to be left with them, as a componsation for their 
expense, trouble, and responsibility ; and that brings up the 
inquiry, — What ought the compensation to be ? It is easy 
to decide the question in the abstnvct, but not a little di£&- 
calt to fix on the precise amount. There can be no doubt 
that it ought to be sufficiently large to identify completely 
the interest ol" the States and tlie Government. Such a 
compensation would unite their intereat and the weight of 
their joint authority iu favor of a judicious and faithful ad- 
ministration, by which the revenue derived from the lands 
would be increased, to their mutual profit, and give stability 
and euccesa to the measure. 

Coming, as a majority of the committee do, from the new 
States, they are restrained by a feeling of delicacy from offer- 
ing an opinion wi to the precise compensation that would be 
sufficient to secure these important advantages. Tbc hill, 
as introduced, provides for the pajinent of one half of the 
gross annual proceeds to the. Government ; leaving the otiwr 
to the States, for the expense, trouble, and responsibility. 
Without undertaking the inquiry, whether it would or would 
not be a sufficient allowance, they propose to strike out 
that portion of the bill, so as to leave it in blank, to be ffiled 
by the Senate, after full deliberation ; and have, nccoiilingly, 
reported an amendment to that effect. 

In order to aid its deliberation in this particular, it may 
be proper to repeat, that the gross average amount of income 
from the lands embnicod in the bill has been assumed to be 
two millions five hundred thousand dollars ; and the annual 
expense, taken iu the brood sense already explained, has been 
estimated at five hundred and fifty thousand dollars ; which 
would be twenty-two percent, on the gross income as assumed, 
and which, it is presumed, all will admit ought at least to be 
idlowed. The only question that remains, is, wLat addition- 
al sum ought to be allowed, in order to insure that identity 
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of intcre8t which is indispensable to the proper working and 
the complete success of the measure ? 

It may possibly throw some light on the subject, and 
facilitate the decision, to state, that the bill to appropriate, 
for a limited time, the proceeds of the sales of the pubh'c 
lands of the United States, and for granting certain lands to 
certain States, which was introduced in 1832, and passed, 
but was vetoed by the President, allowed, in addition to the 
five per cent, fund, twelve and a half per cent, of the proceeds 
of the sales to the States within which the lands were situat- 
ed, over and above their equal distributive share with the 
pther States, of the remaining portion of their proceeds. 
Should that per cent, be considered by the Senate as a suf- 
ficient additional compensation, it would raise the amount 
retained by the States out of the gross proceeds, for their 
compensation, to thirty-four and a half per cent. ; and, con* 
sequently, increase the amount proposed, by the bill as it 
stands, to be paid by the States to the Government, from 
fifty to sixty-five and a half per cent. But, whether that 
ought to be allowed, or the one proposed in the bill, or some 
other intermediate one, the committee do not undertake to 
decide. Their object is simply to give results, in order to 
afford the Senate the means of judging. But they feel as- 
sured that true policy requires that the compensation should be 
liberal, and that however liberal it may be, within the bounds 
of justice and reason, the Government will be much more than 
compensated for any supposed loss in its finances, by the many 
and great advantages which would follow, in other respects. 

The committee have now, after a full and calm investi- 
gation, presented the opinion they have formed of the general 
merits of the bill ; but, as decisive as it is in its favor, com- 
pared with the existing system, they feel that they have not 
yet completed their task. In order to justify a recommen- 
dation of its adoption, they must go one step farther, and 
show that it is preferable to the only other measure which 
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has been proposed on the same subject : they refer to the 
scheme of distributiag the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lic lands among the States. They do not intend to enter 
into an elaborate examination of the merits of that scheme ; 
it would bo superfluous, after the full and able discusaion of 
the subject on a recent occasion. Their object is suuply to 
compare, briefly, the two measures, in reference to their more 
.prominent features. 

Of the two, then, the scheme of distribution is by far the 
most comprehensive and sweeping. It extends to the wholo 
of the public domain, as well to that lying in the new States, 
as that in the territories and beyond, reaching to the Pacific 
Ocean, containing, as has been stated, ten hundrei.1 and eighty- 
five millions of acres, It proposes, as the committee under- 
stand the scheme, apparently to transfer for a limited time, 
' but in fact for ever, the whole proceeds of this vast domain 
from the public treasury to the separate use of the States, 
without compensation. It would be, in fact, a gratuitous 
and unconditional cession of the whole public domain to the 

I States, in their separate capacity. The loss of revenue to 
the Government from that source would be total — not less 
than five or six millions annually, instead of a few hundred 
thousands only. After what has been stated, little need be 
said in reference to the bill, to show the difference, in these 
' respects, between the two measures. It is sufficient to re- 
peat, that the bill embraces less than one sixth part of the 
public domain, and that, for the most part, mere remnants 

I of an inferior quality ; that the cession is, in fact, not a gift, 
but a conditional sale for an adequate compensation ; and 
that its efiects on tlie finances of the Government would be 
inconsiderable, even if fixed at what is proposed by the bill. 

In a political point of view, the contrast is not less strik- 
ing. The scheme of distribution, regarded in that aspect, 
jL would not be accompanied by a single compensation for the 
m heavy loss to the public treasury. The business of Congress 
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would not be in the least contracted, nor the sessions short* 
ened, nor the patronage of the Government diminished, nor 
the dependence of the new States reduced, nor the tendency 
to conflict between them and the old States arrest^ ; and, so 
far from lessening the hazard of losing the public lands, it 
would bo greatly increased, by bringing their interests into 
more direct and intense conflict. 

Nor is the contrast, as to the objects of the two measures, 
less striking. That of distribution is to pervert a common 
benefit of the States in their united federative charact^, to 
the separate use of the States, in their individual character, 
as distinct comtnunities ; while, on the contrary, the object 
of this bill is to dispose of the common fund to the best ad- 
vantage, regarding the States in their united Jederal charao* 
ter, and making no change, nor any reduction in the income 
from the lands, but such as a just regard to sound policy ma} 
demand. 

The committee will conclude their report on this impor- 
tant measure by a few brief remarks on the only material 
amendment which they have proposed to the bill — that of add- 
ing a section authorizing the States, at their discretion, and 
within certain limits, to pass pre-emption acts. It provides 
that the States may, at the several stages of graduation, as 
provided for in the bill, give a preference to actual settlers on 
the land at the time of graduating, and at the graduated 
price, if they should enter and pay for the same within three 
months. They have reported this amendment from a deep 
conviction that the principles both of graduation and pre- 
emption are necessary, under existing circumstances, to the 
successful operation of the land system, and that, without 
them, this measure would be imperfect. The necessity ori- 
ginates in the great extent of the public domain to which the 
Indian titles are extinguished, and which lies open and ready 
to be occupied by the first comer. By reference to table 
marked D, it will be seen that the whole quantity of lands 
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to which the Indian titles hare heen extinguished, from the 
begianisg of tho Government to the Ist of January lust, is 
319,736,312 acres ; of which there have been sold by the 
Government 81,083,191 acres, and granted to the States and 
individuals 12.690,334 acres ; leaving yet unsold 225;962,787 
acres. 

la addition, it must be borne in mind that the unsold 
lands to which the Indian titles have been extinguished lie in ■ 
terspersed among the sold, and that they are scattered over a 
vast region of about five hnndrcd and forty six thousand five 
hondred square miles — the extent of the new States and 
Territories ; a surface equal to more than eight times that 
of Virginia. If to these facts wo a*.ld the strong disposition 
that our people have to emigration, particularly the poorer 
and more enterprising classes, with the view of finding an 
independent home, and bettering their condition ; and how 
many are without the present means of purchasing, as well 
as how much of the unsold land is worth loss than the mini- 
mum price, — some conception may be formed of the great 
numbers who must in time settle on the public lands without 
purchasing, or jiosseBsiag a legal title. It requires but little 
reflection to see that occupation and improvement will, in a 
short time, attach the feeling of property to their possessions. 
They, in fact, constitute tho primitive right to tho lands 
— a right preceding all paper grants or titles, and derived 
directly from tho Author of our being. With the growth of 
that feeling, the right of each occupant would bo regarded 
by all others as sacred, and not to be disturbed. It would 
become so strong with time, and with the growing numbers 
and strength of the settlers, that no one would dare to enter 
or purchase the land occupied. It would outrage the sense 
of justice of tho whole body of occujiants, who would make 
common cause, so as to endanger the safety of the bold in- 
truder. As soon as that point is reached, no other title to 
the public lands would be sought or desired, but possession and 
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improvement ; when all sales would cease, and when the right 
of the Government to the lands would be disregarded, and vir- 
tually superseded. The evil would be beyond the civil power ; 
and the nature of our Government and a feeling of sympathy 
would forbid expulsion by military force. It will be readily 
perceived that this process would be accelerated and strength- 
ened by the fact that the occupants would, under the consti- 
tutions of the States, be citizens entitled to vote for the 
members of their Legislatures and of the popular branch of 
Congress, and would thus constitute a great and powerful 
portion of their constituents, united in one compact body, 
and having one absorbing interest, directed exclusively to 
securing their right to the lands occupied, to the great dis- 
turbance of the regular course of legislation, both of Congress 
and of the State Legislatures. 

That such would be the result, unless something should 
be done to prevent it, cannot be doubted ; and the only 
question is, what can be done ? 

The first and most natural impression is, to prevent the 
occupation of the unsold lands. It seems contrary, at first 
glance, to the feelings of justice, that individuals should be 
permitted to occupy and use, as their own, what belongs to 
the whole community ; and still more so, that those who are 
intruders and trespassers should profit by their intrusions and 
trespasses ; and it is natural to conclude, that intruders ought 
to be kept off, or expelled if they take possession. But a 
little reflection will be sufficient to show the impracticability of 
this course. The vast amount of these unsold lands, extend- 
ing over limits sufiicient for an empire, places it beyond the 
civil power of the Government, or any other which would 
or ought to be put into its possession. It would take a 
whole army of marshals and deputies to be constantly em- 
ployed. To think of the military power, would be out of 
the question. To effect it by the army, the present estab- 
lishment would have to be more than doubled, at an expense 
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greatly exceeding the worth of the lands, to say nothing of 
the objectious to the use of such force against a portion of 
our own fellow-citizens, in other [winta of view. 

As it ia, then, impracticable to prevent the occupation of 
the niiBold lands of the Government by Bettlers, it only re- 
mains to mitigate an evil, if such it may he, that cannot be 
prevented. The committee can perceive no other means of 
doing it, than by a judicious system of pre-emption, and re- 
duction of price, combined ; the cfl'ect of which would be, 
from time to time, to induce the settlers to purchase, both 
by bringing the price within thuir means, and exciting 
them, from the fear of losing their settlements, to raise the 
purchase money by industry and economy. Hence the poli- 
cy of limiting, as is provided in the amendment, the right 
of pre-emption, not only to lands subject to graduation, but 
to the respective periods of graduating. It is thus, if any 
way, that the number of occupants without legal titles may 
be reduced, and the inducements to form a combined body 
to maintain their possessions weakened ; the evil thereby be 
brought within moderate limits, and the loss of the lands 
prevented. 

The committee are of the opinion that no measure can 
be devised so well calculated to effect these important ob- 
jects as that embraced by the bill, with the proposed amend- 
ment. It would unite the joint interest and authority of 
the Government and the States to maintain the system as 
modified by the bill ; while the right secured to the States 
to reduce prices and grant pre-emptions, at their discretion, 
would place tlie exercise of the power in the hands of those 
most competent, from their knowledge of the subject, to ex- 
ercise it with skill and fidelity. Each State would judge 
and act for itself, within the prcscribed limits, without hav- 
ing any motive to accelerate or retard the progress of gradua- 
ting, or to extend pre-emptions beyond what its interest would 
demand. The great advantage of this local discretion and 
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action will be readily understood by adverting to the great 
difference in the character and quality of the lands in the 
West and South-west, compared with the North-west, and 
how differently the power should be applied in the two cases. 
The former are covered with large and unproductive tractf 
of pine ban*ens and swamps, with a very small portion of 
good lands interspersed ; while the great body of the oth^ 
is fertile, and that which is not is, for the most part, adja- 
cent to that which is, and has, in consequence, a value im- 
parted to it for residence, timber, or other materials. In 
the one case, redaction and pre-emption may be necessary 
to the full extent provided for by the bill as amended ; while, 
in the other, they may either not be applied at all, or much 
more sparingly. This flexibility in the application of the 
principle, adjusting itself to the local and peculiar condition 
of each State, gives a great and decided advantage, in this 
respect, to the arrangement embraced in the bill, over the 
inflexible and uniform application of the same scale of re- 
duction and pre-emption to States so differently situated, 
and having such different interests, as would be the case un- 
der the existing land system. 

The committee, having- presented the result of their de- 
liberations on the general merits of the measure proposed, 
have, in conclusion, to state that their report has been drawn 
up on the supposition that expenditures in the new States, 
by this Government, for internal improvements, would cease 
should the bill pass ; and have, accordingly, included them, 
in the estimates of expenditures, as constituting a corres- 
ponding saving to the General Government. 
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B. 

Esthnate of the probable expense incident to the management 
of the public lands embraced in the bill, if the present 
system should continue, based on data derived from its 
past operations. 

For surveving and selling (see annexed esti- 
mate, No. 1), ?S,112,251 

For extinguishing Indian titles (see annexed 

statement, No. 2), .... 2,841,236 

For grants and donations, except eveiy 16th 
. section for school lands, based on the actoal 
quantity heretofore granted, estimated at 
$1 25 per acre, and on the supposition that 
the grants and donations will be as great 
hereafter, in proportion to the quantity to 
be sold, as they have been for that sold, . 7,017,540 

For internal improvements, excluding expendi- 
tures on the Mississippi and Ohio, and in- 
cluding the Cumberland road, deducting 
the two per cent, fund applicable to that 
road, 6,939,274 

For additional expense of Ciongress in l^isla- 
ting for the new States, based on the aver- 
age expense of the last ten years, amount- 
ing to a fraction over 8770,000 annually 
(see annexed statement. No. 3) ; and on the 
supposition that one seventh of the expense 
was chargeable to that branch of legisla- 
tion, which would make annually $110,000, 
and, multiplied by 80, the number of years 
required to dispose of the lands embraced 
in the bill, woidd amount to . . • 8,800,000 

Add for 5 per cent, fund, proposed by the IhU 
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to be Burrendered bj the States, on the sum 
of $204,285,256, the estimated amomit of 
unsold lands in the new States, at $1 25 
per acre (see annexed statement bj the 
Commissioner), . . » . . 10,214,262 



Making a total expenditure, including the 5 
per cent, fund, for the 80 years required for 
selling the public lands in the new States, of $44,094,563 



Which, divided by 80, the length of time supposed to 
be necessary to dispose of the whole lands embraced in the 
bill, would give for the average annual sum a fraction above 
$550,000. 



No. 1. 

Estimate of the expenses for surveying and selling the lands 
yet remaining in the States^ made by the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office. 

Cost of surveying and platting *62,139,564 

acres, at $1 96, .... $1,216,935 45 

Compensation of the registers and receivers 

on 163,430,205 acres, at $1 25 — 

<»204,285,256 acres, at $3 05, . 6,230,700 31 

Expenditures of the General Land Office on 

<»163,430,205 acres, at 4yV mills, . 664,616 17 



Total, . . . • . $8,112,251 93 



* These amoants inclade the 8,982,440 acres not yet ceded hi Michigan. 
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To which should be added the probable ooet of purchasiDg 
the Indian title to 8,932,440 aoies in Michigaiii. 



No. 2. 

Wax Depaktmbit, CffieeJmdian Affmn, April lUk^l940. 

SiB, — ^In reply to your note of this date, I have the 
honor to state, that ^^ the probable expense of extingoishiiig 
the'' titles of the Wyandots to the lands now ocoopied by 
them in Ohio is estimated at (134,770 ; of the Miiooies, to 
their lands in Indiana, $1,009,600 ; and of the Chippewas^ 
to their lands in Michigan, $1,339,866. In making these 
estimates, I have been guided by the amounts lately paid to 
the several tribes for cessions of similar lands. 

The cost of emigrating the Wyandots, who number about 
600, is estimated at $33,000, or $55 per head ; and of sub- 
sisting them for one year in their new country West, $20,000 : 
for the emigration of the Miamies, about 1,100 in number, 
at $50 per bead, $55,000 ; and subsistence, $36,666| : for 
the emigration of the Chippewas, who are supposed to num- 
ber about 1,200, at $60 per head, $72,000 ; and subsist- 
ence, $40,000. I have embraced the cost of subsistence in 
this statement, as this expense, of late years, has invariably 
attended the removal of Indian tribes. No computation has 
been made of the value of lands which must necessarily be 
assigned to them West. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

T. Habtlby Cbawfobd. 
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No. 3. 
Trbasubt DEPAKntdT, Rtgitttr'i Office, April 18(A, 1840. 

Sib, — The amount drawn from the Treasnrj, daring the 
last ten years, on account of the compensation and mileage 
of the members of the two Houses of Congress, the salaries 
of their officers, for their contingent and all other expenses, 
inclading the library, was as follows, y\z. : 

In 1830, .... ?692,754 16 

1831, .... 394,282 42 

1832, .... 871,813 68 

1833, .... 469,073 83 

1834, .... 943,151 13 

1835, .... 729,317 28 

1836, .... 916,819 86 

1837, .... 903,754 5S 

1838, .... 1,289,286 50 

1839, .... 502,543 14 

17,712,796 58 

I hav<) the honor to be, sir, your ob«dient servant, 

T. L. Shitr. 
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War DEPABTMETr, Office of Indian Affair; April 27**, 184a 

Dear Sir, — In reply to your note of this date, I have 
the honor to state that, since September, 1838, and prior to 
January Ist, 1840, the Indian title to 200,080 acres of land 
was extinguished, viz. : 177,000 acres in Indiana, by the 
treaty of November, 1838, with the Miamies ; 40 acres in 
Michigan, by the treaty of Febniary, 1839, with the Saginaw 
tribe of Chippewas ; and 23,040 acres in Wisconsin : to 
which a fee-simple title was given to the Brothertown Indians 
by the act of the 3d of March, 1839. 

Respectfully and truly yours, 

T. Hartley Cbawfobd. 

lion. John Norvell, Senat9 of the United Statu, 



MR. CALHOUN'S LAND BILL. 

A Bill to cede the public lands within the limits of 
the new States, on certain conditions therein 
mentioned. 

Be it cnacUd by the Senate and House of Mepresentatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled^ That 
all the public lands within the States of Alabama, Mississippi, 
Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and 
Michigan, with the exceptions of the sites of fortifications, 
navy and dock yards, arsenals, magazines, and all other pub- 
lic buildings, shall, after the thirtieth day of June, eighteen 
hundred and forty-two, be ceded to the States within the 
limits of which they are respectively situated, they having 
previously complied with the following conditions : 

First. That the said States shall severally pass acts, to 
be irrevocable, that they will annually pay to the United 
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States [fifty] per cent, on the groBs amount of the ealcs of 
Biich lands, including under Bales, grants, and donationa by 
the States, estimating the lands at the selling price at the 
time of the grant or donation, on or before the first day of 
Febniary of each succeeding year. 

Secondly. That the minimum price, as now fixed by law, 
shall remain unchanged until the thirtieth day of June, 
aforesaid ; but after that period the price may be reduced by 
the States respectively, according to the following scale ; all 
lands theretofore offered at public dale, and then remaining 
nusold ten years or upward, preceding tlie thirtieth day of 
June, aforesaid, may be reduced by said States to a price not 
less than one dollar per aero ; and all lands that may have 
been offered at public sale, and remaining unsold fifteen years 
or upward, preceding the said thirtieth day of June, eighteen 
hundred and forty-two, may thereafter be reduced by said 
Btatea to a price not less than seventy-five cents per acre ; 
Bnd all lands that may have been offered at public sale, and 
remaining unsold twenty years or upward, preceding the said 
thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and forty-two, may 
then be reduced by said States to a price not less than fifty 
cents per acre ; and all lands that may have been offered at 
public sale, and remaining unsold twenty-five years or upward, 
preceding the said thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred 
and forty-two, may thereafter be reduced by said States to a 
price not less than twenty-five cents per acre ; and all Innds 
that may have been offered at public sale, and remaining un- 
sold thirty years or upward, preceding the said thirtieth day 
of Jane, eighteen hundretl and forty-two, shall be ceded im- 
mediately to the States in which said lands are situate : 
Provided, That all lands which shall remain unsold after 
having been offered at public sale for ten years, and which do 
not come under the above provisions, shall be subject ta the 
provisions of graduation and cession aforesaid, at the rcepec- 
tive jieriods of ten, fifteen, twenty, twenty-live, and thirty 
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years^ after said sale, commencing from the expiration of ten 
years after the same had been offered at public sale. 

Thirdly. That the lands shall be subject to the same 
legal subdivisions in the sale and survey as is now provided 
by law, reserving for each township the sixteenth section, or 
the substitute, as heretofore provided by law ; and the land 
not yet offered for sale shall be first offered by the State at 
public auction, and be sold for cash only, in the manner now 
provided by law. And any land now or hereafter remaining 
unsold after the same shall have been offered for sale at pub- 
lic auction, shall be subject to entry for cash only, according 
to the graduation which may be fixed by the States respec- 
tively, under the provisions of this act ; and that the acts of 
Congress which may be in force at the time of assenting to 
this act shall remain imchanged, except as modified by this 
act, unless with the assent of Congress. 

Fourth. This cession, together with the portion of the 
sales to be retained by the States respectively, under the pro- 
visions of this act, shall be in full of the five per cent, fund, 
or any part thereof, not already accrued to any State ; and 
the said States shall be exclusively liable for all chaiges that 
may hereafter arise from the surveys, sales, and managjpment 
of the public lands, and extinguishment of Indian title, within 
the limits of said States respectively. 

Fifth. That, on a failure to comply with any of the above 
conditions, or a violation of the same, on the part of any of 
the said States, the cession herein made to the State failing 
to comply with or violating said conditions, shall be thereby 
rendered null and void ; and all grants or titles thereafter 
made by said State, for any portion of the public lands 
within the limits of the same, ceded by this act, shall be, and 
are hereby declared to be, null and void, and of no effect 
whatever^ 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted^ That, upon every re- 
duction in the prices of said lands which shall take place by 
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the graduating process of this bill, the Legislatures of the 
several States in which the lands arc situated shall, at their 

discretion, have power to grant to the respective occupants 
or settlers «pon any of said lands rights of pre-emption at 
such graduated or reduced prices ; which rights shall extend 
to a period of ninety days from and after the dates at which 
the respective graduations shall take place ; and any lands 
not taken up by the rcH])ectivc occupants or settlers within 
that period, shall be liable to be entered or purchased by any 
other person until the nest graduation or reduction in price 
shall take place, when it shall, if not previously purchased, 
be again subject to the right of pre-emption for ninety days 
as before, and so on from time to time as said reductions shall 
take place. 

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That whenever the 
President of the United States shall be officially notified that 
any of tlic States aforesaid has passed an act in compliance 
with the above conditions, it shall be his duty, after the 
thirtieth day of June aforesaid, or forthwith after the passage 
of said act, if passed subsequent to that period, to adopt such 
measures aa he shall think proper to close the land offices, in- 
cluding the surveying department, within the limits of said 
State ; and that the commissions of all officers connected 
therewith fiball expire on a day to be fixed by him, but which 
day shall not be beyond six months after the thirtieth day 
of June aforesaid, or, if subsequent thereto, from the day he 
received the official notification of the passage of said act. 

Sec 4. And he it further enacted, That on such notifi- 
cation being matle, the said State shall be relieved from all 
compacts, acts, or ordinances inifxising restrictions on the 
right of said State to tax any lands by her authority subse- 
quent to the sale thereof, ceded by this act ; and all maps, 
titles, records, books, documents, and papers, in the General 
Land Office at Washington, relative to said lands, shall be 
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subject to the order and disposition of the Executive of said 
State. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all lands of the 
United States within the limits of the State of Tennessee, 
with the exceptions enumerated in the first section of this act, 
shall be, and the same are hereby, ceded to said State. 



REPORT 

On the Memphis Memorial, submitted to the Senate, 

June 26th, 1846. 

The Special Committee^ to whom was referred the memoiiai 
of the Memphis Convention, have had the same under 
consideration, and submit for the consideration of the 

Senate tlie foUomng repoH : — 

t 

It appears, from the memorial, that the convention met 
in Memphis, Tennessee, in November last ; that it consisted 
of five hundred and eighty-three members from the States of 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, the two Carolinas, Florida, Alabama, 
Louisiana, Texas, Mississ^)pi, Tennessee, Arkansas, Missouri, 
Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and the Territory of Iowa, 
making sixteen States and one Territory ; and that its object 
was to confer on the measures which should be adopted for 
the development of the resources of the valley of thfe Missis- 
sippi, and the adjacent States on the Gulf of Mexico and the 
Atlantic coast. It also appears that its dehberations termi- 
nated in the adoption of twenty resolutions, among which 
the most prominent relates to the improvement of the navi- 
gation of the Mississippi and its great navigable tributaries, 
including the deepening of the bar at its mouth, and its con- 
nection with the lakes by a ship canal ; the security and de- 
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feace of the coniraerce between the Gulf of Mexico and the 
Atlantic coast ; the reclamfttion, by embankments, of the 
public lands subject to inundations on tlie Mississippi and its 
tributaries, and the connection of its valley and the southern 
Atlantic States by a syHtom of railroads. 

What your committee propose is to present its views on 
each of these subjects, taking them in the order in which 
they stand. 

Of these several objects, the improvement of the navi- 
gation of the Mississippi, including its great navigable tribu- 
taries, is by far the most important, and has accordingly re- 
ceived their particular attention. That great stream is the 
channel through which, by the aid of steam, cheap and speedy 
transit and intercourse are effected, not only between all parts 
of its immense valley, but also between it and the rest of the 
Union and the commercial world : and to this cheap and 
speedy transit and intercourse are to be attributed, even more 
than to its fertile soil and great resourcea, its almost miracu- 
lous increase in population, wealth, and improvement. So 
great have they been, that what, sixty years ago, was one 
vast region, with little exception, of forest and prairie, over 
which a few Imndred thousand savages wandered, has now a 
population of hut little less than nine millions, with great and 
flourishing cities, abounding in opulence, refined in manners, 
and possessed of all the comforts and even elegances of old 
sad polished communities. 

But, as great as thi? increase and improvement have been, 
they are nothing compared with what may be expected in 
the next sixty years. They advance with an accelerated 
rapidity. The whole population in the entire region drained 
by the Missiflsijipi did not, according to the first census 
(1790), exceed 200,000. According to that of 1800 it had 
increased, in round numbers, to 560,000. In 1810 it had 
increftBed, in like numbers, to 1,370,000; in 1820, to 
2,580,000 ; in 1830, to 4,190,000 ; in 1840, to 6,370,000 { 
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and in 1846, to 8,920,000, estimated according to the ratio 
of increase between the census of 1830 and that of 1840. 
Estimating it at the same rate, it would in 1856 exceed 
twenty millions ; and in 1866, forty millions. It is, howeyer, 
scarcely possible for the increase to keep pace with the pre- 
sent ratio ; but, after making ample allowance for its re- 
tardation with the increase of population, it may be r^;arded 
as a safe calculation that the population of the valley will 
reach twenty-five millions in the next twenty years, forty in 
the next forty years, and sixty in the next sixty years, unless 
some shock should occur which would convulse or overthrow 
our political institutions. 

But, as rapid as has been the increase of its population, 
its commerce has been still more so. It is stated, on what may 
be regarded as good authority,^ that, so late as 1817, "the 
whole commerce from New Orleans to the upper country was 
transported in about twenty barges of one hundred tons each, 
and making but one trip per year. The number of keel- 
boats employed on the upper Ohio could not have exceeded 
one hundred and fifty, of thirty tons each, and making the 
trip from Pittsburg to Louisville and back again in two 
months, and about thrice in the season. The tonnage of all 
bouts ascending the Ohio and the lower Mississippi was then 
about 6,500." The same authority states the number of 
steamboats employed in navigating the Mississippi and its 
tributaries iu 1843 to be four hundred and fifty ; their average 
tonnage to be about two hundred ; their aggregate tonnage 
to be ninety thousand ; their value per ton to be eighty dol- 
lars ; their aggregate value to be seven million two hundred 
thousand dollars ; the persons engaged in navigating them to 
be fifteen thousand seven hundred and fifty ; and the ex- 

* Tlio memorial of the citizens of Cincinnati, relative to the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers, 8d 
*ion 27th Congress, II^R. Doc. No. 124. . 
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penses incidental to tlieir navigation to be twelve raillioa two 
liimdrcd and eighty thousand dollars. It estimatos tho num- 
ber of flat-boats engaged in the same navigation at four 
thousand, and the persons employed in navigating them at 
twenty tliousaud, and the annual coat and expense of build- 
ing and navigating tbem at one million three hundred and 
eighty thousand dollars. It also estimates the amount of 
freight, on the supposition tlio boats go full freighted, at 
82,000,000 animully, and the annual value of the products 
of the valley transported on the river and its tributaries at 
8120,000,000, and that from other portions of the Union and 
foreign countries at 8100,000,000 ; making, in the a^regate, 
8220,000,000. 

Such was the estimate of the commerce of the Mississippi, 
including its tributaries, made by nn intelligent committee 
to the citizens of Cinciunati, at the beginning of the year 
1843. It has greatly increased since, short as is the inter- 
val, with the rapidly incroasiDg population and wealth of 
its valley. It appears, by the last annual report of tho 
Treasury Department on the Commerce and Navigation of 
the United States, that tlieir steamboat tonnage on the 
western waters on the last of June, 1845, was 159,713 tons. 
It appears, from the same document, that the number built 
during the year ending the 30th June, 1845, on those waters, 
■was 119; making, in the a^regate, 19,633 tons, and an 
average of a fraction more than 173 to a boat, instead of 200, 
as estimated by the Cincinnati committee. Assuming that 
to be tho average tonnage of the boats belonging to the river, 
their number then would be 888, and tlieir number now may 
be estimated safely at 900 boats, and tlidr tonnage at 
161,787. 

Assuming, then, the number of persons employed in 
navigating tho Mississippi and its tributaries, and the ex- 
pense of the navigation, and the value of the boats and car- 
goes, to be what tho Cincinnati estimates make it, and that 
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their estimates are correct| the present annual thIqc ii the 
coQimerce of the river and its tributaries would exceed three 
hundred millions of dollars. Bat however great it may b^ 
it is but the beginning. If the commerce of the ralley shall 
increase in proportion with its population, and nothing shonld 
occur to impede that, it will in a short time be more than 
quadrupled. Looking beyond, to a not very distant fotnre, 
when this immense valley, containing within its limits* 
1,200,000 square miles ; lying, in its whole extent, in the 
temperate zone, and occupying a position midway between 
the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans ; unequalled in fertility and 
the divernty of its productions ; intersected in every directicm 
by this mighty stream (including its tributaries), by which it 
is drained, and which supply a continuous navigation of up- 
wards of 10,000 miles, — with a coast, including both banks^ 
of twice that length, — shall be crowded with population, and 
its resources fully developed, imagination itself is taxed in 
the attempt to realize the magnitude of its commerce. Such 
is the present state of the commerce of the Mississippi, in- 
cluding its tributaries, according to the best data that am 
be obtained, and such its future prospects. 

But as great as are the advantages which its waters afford 
to the transit and intercourse of its vast valley, its navigation 
is subject to serious and heavy drawbacks. Few rivers are 
more rapid and dangerous. It is obstructed, not only by 
obstacles common to almost all streams — shoals and sand-bars 
— but its channel is thick set, in many places and for a long 
distance, with trunks of trees, called snags, firmly fixed in 
the bed of the river, with their points projecting at an angle 
well calculated to penetrate the bottom of a vessel which may 
be so unfortunate as to strike against them. And what adds 
to the danger, many of them have their points so far below 

'*' This, and all other statistical estimates where the authority is not 
stated, were obtaiuod from the appropriate department of tho Govern- 
ment. 
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the eurfkce as not to be visible, but at the flame time bo neai 
as to pierce the vessel which may come into contJict with 
them. From these and other causes, the aunual loss by the 
destruction of boats, with their cargoes, or from damage to 
both, including the loss of life on the part of passengers and 
crew, is verj' greal. 

I It is much to be regretted that no certain information can 
be had of the amount of etther loss or damage. The fullest 
and most satisfactory data which your committee has been 
able to obtain, is contained in a supplemental statement of 
a report of the Secretary of tho Treasury, transmitting a 
copy of a letter from the surveyor of the port of St. Louis.* 
It appears from this letter, that, of tho 126 steamboats 
enrolled at St. Louis, and trading m.(h that port during 
the years 1841 and 1842, 29 were lost. Of these, 25 were 
sunk ; and of them 20 proved a total loss, and 5 were 
raised. Of the 29 lost, 16 were sunk by snags, 4 by rocks, 
and 2 by ice, 1 by storm, 2 by collision, I hy log, and 3 
burnt. The total loss is estimated, including destruction and 
damage of boats and cargoes, at 587C,'700, and the loss of 
lives at 42. The value of the boats is put down at $l,529j200 
(but this is stated to be much short of their real value), and 
the number of hands employed at 2,916. There is no esti- 
mate made of the value of the cargoes. Assuming the state- 
ment to he correct, and that the hazard of the two years rep- 
resents lairly the general hazard of the steamboat navigation 
of St. Louis, and that again the general hazard of the navi- 
gation of the Mississippi, including its tributaries, which, 
from its position, and the wide extent of its commerce, is 
probably not far from the truth, it would make the total av- 
erage annual loss of steamboats engaged iu its navigation to 
be a very small fraction less tlian 11 J per cent. ; the loss by 
sni^B to be a little less than 6 J per cent. ; and that by sui^, 
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rocks, and logs (that is, of obstructions susceptible of 
being removed), to be very nearly 8 per cent. These data 
would make the annual aggregate loss of boats navigating 
the Mississippi and its waters at the present time (esti- 
mating the number at 900) to be 107J from all causes ; 
of which 57 would be from snags, and 75 from snags, logs, 
and rocks. Estimating the average value to be 912,136 
per boat (the average of the St. Louis estimate), it would 
make the annual aggregate loss to be $1,306,100 from all 
causes ; of which $606,800 would be from snags, and 
$910,200 from snags, logs, and rocks. Assuming the loss 
and damage of the cargo to be equal to the loss of the boat 
(it is put down as rather more in the St. Louis estimate), it 
would make the aggiegate annual loss from all causes 
$2,601,200 ; from snags, $1,203,600 ; and from snags, rocks, 
and logs^ $1,820,200. 

As great as the amount of these losses may appear to be, 
they would seem to be under, rather than above, the reality, 
when compared with the estimate of the Cincinnati com- 
mittee, after making due allowance for the increase of the 
commerce of the Mississippi and the number of steamboats 
employed in transporting it since the time they made their 
report, as the following extract will show. It states that 
" between the 11th of September and the 15th of October in 
the present year (1843) the losses on the Mississippi, between 
St. Louis and the mouth of the Ohio, a distance of only 180 
miles, were $234,000. Within the last seventeen months 
there have been lost 72 steamboats, worth $1,200,000, be- 
sides their cargoes, which were of great value. 

" The losses paid by the insurance offices in Cincinnati 
alone, on boats and cargoes, during a period of five years 
from November, 1837, to November, 1842, including only 
the losses by obstructions in the navigation, and excluding 
all losses by explosion, collision, fire, and other causes, have 
been $442,930 89. As insurance is made also at Pittsburg, 
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Louisville, Nashville, St. Louis, Wheeling, Natcliez, New 
Orleans, and at some of the amaller towns, the above budi 
might be multiplied by seven, to arrive at Bomethiog like a 
fair approximation of the losses sustained by underwriters 
from the dangerous condition of the navigation ; and the re- 
sult would be three millions of dollars, — or sis hundred 
thousand dollars per annum. If to this be added the losses 
from the same cause, on which there was no insurance, the 
amount would bo not less than one million of dollars per an- 
num. One million of dollars per annum is actually taxed on 
the commerce of the West for losses sustained in consequence 
of obstructions which might bo wholly removed by an appro- 
priation by Congress of a comparatively trifling sum ! An 
additional fact, showing the danger of this navigation, is, 
that many offices have declined to insuru the hulls of boats, 
and such risks are only taken on the best boats, and at rates 
varying from 12 to 18 per cent. The insurers are said to 
lose money at even these enormous rates. The amount, 
then, of the annual risk on the $7,200,000 invested on 
Bteambonts alone, is more than one million of dollars," 

If there was no other evidence of the vast amount lost, 
the high rate of insurance, which is stated at from 12 to 18 
per cent, per annum on boats, — and in reference to which 
there can be no material error, — would of itself conclusively 
show that the data furnished by the St. Louis statement do 
not make the annual loss greater than the reality. The 
lowest rate per cent, of insurance would indicate a loss an- 
nually of 83,600,000 on the estimated amount of the com- 
merce of the river. 

To this great loss of property must be added that of lives 
from the hazard of its navigation ; but the means for mak- 
ing an estimate any thing like approaching accuracy arc 
BO imperfect, that it will not be attempted. It is known 
to be very considerable. The St. Louis statement gives 
21 per annum for 126 boats, which would make about 135, 



m 



J 



254 REPOBTS AKD PUBUC LETTKBa 

on the estimated number of boats now engaged in navigating 
the Mississippi and its waters. 

This great loss, both of property and life, will go on pro- 
gressively increasing with the commerce of the valley, unless 
something should be done to render the navigation of the 
river more safe. Assuming that its commerce will keep 
pace with the increase of population, and that the hazard 
will continue to be as great as it now is, the annual loss wxHild 
be, in all probability, three times as great at the end of the 
next twenty, and five times at the end of the next forty 
years. 

That the navigation of the river should be rendered more 
safe, and that the present heavy loss-^-and the still heavier 
which may be anticipated hereafter, with the increase of its 
commerce — should be lessened by the removal of the causes of 
the danger, if it be practicable, will be readily admitted by aH 
That the principal causes^— snags, logs, and rocks-— can be 
removed in part, or whole, and that their removal would 
greatly diminish the hazard of its navigation, and facilitate 
its commerce, is unquestionable. Much, indeed, has been 
done already, and with highly beneficial results, in removing 
the greatest, by far, of all the causes of danger — snags — as 
the following extract from the Cincinnati report will show : — 

"This branch of the subject" (removal of snags) ^'has 
already received the attention of the Government, and the 
results of the experiments instituted have been entirely satis- 
factory. The snag-boat constructed under the direction of 
the Government has been successful in removing these ob- 
stacles at a very trifling expense, and with great facility. 
The boat is of simple construction, yet has such power that 
the largest tree, however firmly fixed, is removed in a few 
minutee. A number of these ingenious vessels were em- 
ployed for several years with such success that thousands of 
snags were removed from the Ohio and Mississippi, the most 
dangerous places were rendered perfectly safe, and the whole 
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navigation made completely free from this formidable eril. 
In the year ending in September, 1833, 1,960 snags were 
taken up from the MissiHsippi, and the chances of danger 
diminished by at least that number. The crews of the boats 
were employetl wiihin the same year, when the water was 
too high to penait tlieir working on the bed of the river, in 
felling the overhanging trees which stood on banks liable to 
be undermined, and removed 10,000 trees, which must soon 
have been precipitated into the current. 

"From 182-2 to 1827, the loss of property on the Ohio 
and MissisBippi by snags alone, including steam and flat boats, 
and their cargoes, amounted to $1,362,500. The losses on 
the same items from 1827 to 1832 were reduced fo 8381,000, 
in consequence of the beneficial action of the snag-boats ; 
and those losses were still further reduced in the years im- 
mediately succeeding by the diligent prosecution of the same 
service. 

" We are not aware of the causes which have induced to 
the discontinuance of this valuable service, but we know that 
the consequences have been most disastrous. For several 
years past the appropriations for the suag-boats have been 
BO small as to render that service wholly inefficient ; and the 
snags have accumulated with fearful rapidity in all the 
western rivers, while the increasing amount of commerce 
and number of boats have swelled the danger and the losses 
to an appalling extent. The most fruitful causes of these 
losses are the snags, a species of obstruction which we have 
shown to bo completely within the control of the Grovem- 
ment ; and we therePire resjiectfully urge the propriety of an 
immediate and energetic action by the Government, in ref- 
erence to this subject, by the construction of as many snag- 
boats as may be necessary, and an annual appropriation for 
keeping these boats in the regular service of the nation from 
year to year." 

Your committee regard the facts staled by the abstract 
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coDclasive as to the practicability and great benefit of freeing 
the navigation of the Mississippi, including its tributaries, of 
snags. If limited appropriations for a few years could so 
greatly lessen the (Janger, and do so much for the safety of 
its commerce, by their removal, it cannot be doubted that 
larger appropriations, continually, systematically, and judi- 
ciously applied, could free it altogether, or nearly so, from all 
danger of the kind. Nor can it be doubted that the same 
power which could free it of danger from snags could also from 
that of logs. Nor would it seem impracticable to free its 
channel, by blasting or some other way, of occasional rocks, 
which in places endanger its navigation. The joint effect 
of the whole would diminish the hazard of its navigation 75 
per cent., according to the St. Louis estimate, while it would, 
at the same time, add greatly to its facility and speed, and 
thereby, as well as from its greater safety, lessen greatly the 
cost of freight and passage. 

Having now shown the vast and rapidly increasing value 
of the commerce of the Mississippi, including its tributaries, 
— the very great losses to which it is subject, — the practi- 
cability of removing the principal causes of them, and there- 
by greatly increasing the safety and facility of its navigation, 
— ^your committee are brought to the important question, — 
By whom are they to be removed ? or, to express it more 
broadly and fully, — Who has the power, and whose duty is 
it, to improve the navigation of the Mississippi and its great 
tributaries ? 

It is certainly not that of individuals. Its improvement 
is beyond the reach of their means and power. Nor is it that 
of the several States bordering on its navigable waters : it is 
also beyond their means and power, acting separately. Nor 
can it be done by their united and joint action. There are 
sixteen Stat;es, and two Territories £)iat soon will be States, 
lying either wholly or partly within the valley of the Missis- 
sippi, and there still is ample space for several more. These 
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all havG a common interest in its commerce. Their united 
and joiut action would l>e requisite for the impravemeat of 
ita navigation. But the only meana by which that could be 
obtained is expri-'ssly pi-uhibited by the 10th section, lat 
article, of the Constitution, which provides that "no State 
sliall enter into any treaty, alliance, or conf'udnration." But 
if neither iudividuals, nor States acting separately or jointly, 
have the power to improve its navigation, it must belong to 
■the Federal Government, if the power e-tlsts at all ; as there 
is no other agency or authority in our system of government 
by which it could be exercised. But if it does, it nmst be com- 
prised among the expressly granted and enumerated powers, 
or among those necessary and proj^r to carry them into 
effect, aa under the one or the other all the powers belonging 
to it are to be found. And thus the ijuestion is presented for 
consideration, — Is it to be found in cither? The decision 
involves important consequences. If it ia not, then this 
great branch of our commerce — already among the greatest, 
and destined, in a short time, far to exceed every other — 
will be left e.vposed to the great hazard and enormous losses 
to which it has been shown to be subjected, without any 
.power in the system any where to provide for its safety, al- 
though millions might bo annually saved by a comparatively 
flmall expenditure, as experience has proved. Whether such 
be the case or not, your committee will ne.xt proceed to con- 
dder. 

Whether the Federal Government possesses the power 
or not, it is certain it has heretofore acted on the supposition 
that it did, as the numerous acts of Congress for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Mississippi, including ita prin- 
cipal tributaries, abundantly prove. Under what power the 
.Appropriations were made, and the money expended, does 
not distinctly appear ; but it is believed that it was under, 
what is usually called, the money jiower — that is, the power 
delegated to Congress "to lay and collect taxes, duties, im- 
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posts, and excises ; to pay the debts and provide for the 
common defence and general welfare of the United States."* 
Your committee, after the most matm« deliberation, are 
of the opinion that this power does not aathorize Congress 
to appiopriate and expend money, except as a means to 
carry into effect some other specifically delegated. In com- 
ing to tliis conclusion, they concede that the provision not 
only delegates the power to lay and collect taxes^ but also 
that to appropriate and expend the money collected to pay the 
debts and provide for the conmion defence and the general 
welfare of the United States. Such they believe to be the 
plain import of the words. Indeed, they carmot see how any 
other construction can be put on them without distorting 
their meaning. But they deny that there is, in constitutional 
language, any general welfiire of the United States but such 
as belongs to them in their united or federal character as 
members of the Union. The general wel&re, in that lan- 
guage, is the welfare which appertains to them in that char- 
acter, in ci^ntradistinction to their welfare as separate and 
individual States, Thus interpreted, the general welfare of 
the United States cannot extend beyond the powers delat- 
ed by the Constitution, as it is only to that extent that they 
are united or have a fodersd character. Beyond this they 
constitute sejxirare and distinct communities, and,^as such, 
have no union, nor common defence, nor general welfare, to 
bo provided for. It follows, txs a necessary consequence, that 
no jK^wer ain bo derived from the provision which would au- 
thorize the appi\>priation or application of money by Con- 
gressj except to ciirrj- into effect the powers delegated. 
Money, indeed, R the great and almost universal power, 
or rather means by which others are carried into execution ; 
and, because it is so, is the reason why the power to raise 
and appropriate it was sj^fically delegated, instead of be- 

♦I0;h sevtJon, l<t article, Constitatiim. 
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ing left to be inferred, like the other implied powers, oi 
means to carry the delegated into esecution. It -was in a 
word too great and important, viewed aa means, to be left to 
inference. Without it the Government could not be carrial 
on. Viewed, on the contrary, as a power to be used without 
reference to the powers specifieally delegated to carry into ex- 
ecution whatever Congress, in its discretion, may think to bo 
calculated to provide for the common defence, or genera! 
welfare, would not only reverse what was intended in dele- 
gating it, but make the Government, in practice, one of un- 
Umited jrowers. 

Nor would it weaken the force of the argument to sub- 
stitute "national objects" for the general welfare, as is 
usually done by those who believe the power to extend beyond 
the limits which your coramittco have assigned. It is, indeed, 
but the substitution of an expression, unknown to the Con- 
stitution, for the one which it uses, and which is not consist- 
ent with the charaeter of the system of government it con- 
etituted. Ours is a union of sovereign States for siiecific 
objects. As members of the Union, they constitute not a 
single State or nation, but a constellation of States or 
nations ; and hence its powers, and the objects for which it 
was formed, are appropriately called federal, and not national. 
But, whether the one or the other term be used, the reason 
already assigned to show why the general welfare, in consti- 
tutional language, does not extend beyond the welfare of the 
States in their united or federal character, that is, beyond 
the powers delegated by the Constitution, is equally appli- 
cable. Nor would it be less applicable, bo the character of 
the Government what it may, whether federal or national, or 
jiartly federal and jiartly national. Be it one or Ihe other, it 
is 80 only to the extent of the powers delegated, and to that 
extent only, — be it which it may, — is there a general wel- 
fare or a common defence to be provided for. All beyond 
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X . r can T'>g; octuklrtee oxKur m the ofiiiuoii of the 
3Ir^ii.:''Li« CvaTcntija. ib^ to pioviJe tor ^the defence of the 
C':<ur.:r^ in tlio^ 'A var." or. t«> express it in oonstitntional 
Iauz^^j:^. ":r> f*r>fi>le tt tke* oosmKn defence," aothorizes 
the eivriise «>f tLe f*>wer. Tber legiaid the expieaaoo, like 
tha: •*:> rrjvide f:r tLe general weluie," lo be not a dde- 
«raci>Q '>f p>wer. iKit a mere general designation of the 
[over^ speeifioallj dele^te»i to the GoTemment for the 
f arj:»:«s;: of defending iLe onnrry, and which are enumerated 
in the after fian of the same secti*>n. They are, to declare 
war ; grant letters uf mapjue and reprisals ; to make roles 
for captures c*n land and water ; to provide and maintain a 
nary : to raise and support armies ; to make rules for the 
government of the land and naval forces ; to provide for 
calling forth the militia, to execute the laws of the Union, 
sappresn insurrections, and repel invasions ; to provide for 
organizing the army and disciplining the militia, and for 
g^jveming such part of them as may be employed in the 
service of the United States ; to exercise authority over all 
places I'urchased, with the o>nsent of the legislature of the 
State in which the same shall be, for the erection of forts, 
ma<::azines, ai^nals. dock-vards, and other needful buildings. 

Such are the powers conferred on Congress for the pur- 
pose of providing for the common defenje. On a careful ex- 
amination of the whole, your committee are not able to desig- 
nate one. the carrving of which into execution would authorize 
the appropriation and expenditure of money for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Mississippi or any other stream. 
That its improvement would aid materially in the defence of 
the country, they readily admit ; but so would a good system 
of railTx>ads, or any measure which would contribute to de- 
velope the resources and capacity of the countiy, physically, 
intellectuallv, or morallv. There can no addition be made 
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to the wealth of the conntry, the increase of its intelligence, 
or the imprciveraent of its morals, which would not add to its 
capacity to defend itself. But it is obvious that, to admit a 
construction which would have the effect to embrace all 
measures calculated to have such effect, under any or all of 
these powers, would be to confer on the Feder^ GJovemment 
unlimited powers. 

Having now shown that the power to raise money and to 
appropriate and expend it is confined to carrying into exocu- 
tion the delegated powers, it remains to he considered whether 
there is any power delegated to the Federal Grovemment, the 
carrying of which into execution would authoiize appropri- 
ations and expenditures for the improvement of the navigation 
of the Iilississippi and its waters ? 

Your eoraniittee, after full and mature consideration of 
the subject, are of the opinion that there ia, and. that it is to 
be found in the power " to regulate commerce with foreign 
nations and among the several States," and more specifically 
in that to regulate it among the States. In order to under- 
stand the reasons which have brought them to this conclusion, 
it will be necessary to explain what they believe to be the 
nature and extent of the power conferred on CongreBH by the 
provision to regulate commerce among the States ; which, 
without further preliminary remarks, they will next proceed 
to do. 

They, then, are of the opinion, that whatever may be the 
extent of the power conferred by the terms " to regulate com- 
merce," which they will consider hereafter, the words " among 
the States " restrict the power to the regulation of the com- 
merce of the States with each other, na separate and distinct 
Communities, to the exclusion of its regulation withiu their 
respective limits, except so far as may be indispensable to its 
due exercise. Their effect, in other words, is to restrict tha 
power delegated to Congress, to regulate commerce among 
tlie States, to their external commerce with each otiier as 
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States, and to leave their internal commerce, with the ex* 
ception above stated, under the exclusive control of the 
several States respectively. Such, in their opinion, is the 
plain and literal meaning of the words. That they are in- 
tended to restrict the power, is certain ; but, if that be ad- 
mitted, it would seem impossible to give any other construc- 
tion to them, which would not be either so rigid, on the one 
side, as to deprive them of all meaning, or, on the other, so 
liberal as to subject the entire commerce of the States, in- 
ternal as well as external, to the control of Congress. To 
this it may be added, that the construction which they ^ve 
accords with the reasons which governed the framers of the 
Constitution in delegating the power to regulate commerce 
with foreign nations and among the States, as a recurrence 
to the history of the causes which led to its formation will 
clearly show. 

It is well known that the present Constitution was adopted 
to remedy the defects of the old articles of confederation. 
Among them, none were found more embarrassing, or having 
a stronger tendency to weaken the Union in its foreign rela- 
tions, or to alienate the attachment of the States from each 
other, and bring them into collision, than the power they 
possessed under the confederation of regulating conmiercej 
with tlie exception that no State should enter into any treaty^ 
confederation, agreement, or alliance, with any foreign power 
or other State, without the consent of Congress, or should 
lay imposts or duties which may interfere with treaties en- 
tered into between the United States and foreign powers. 
Even this was qualified by a proviso, which prohibited Con- 
gress from making any treaty, by >vhich the States would be 
prevented from laying such imposts and duties as they 
might think proper to impose on their own citizens, or from 
prohibiting the exportation of any species of goods or com- 
modities whatever. 

The embarrassments, distraction, and hazard of collisions, 
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growing out of the exercjse of the power thus reson'cd to the 
States respectively to regulate their commerce with foreign 
URtiona and with each other, were so great and alarming, as, 
ill the opinion of (ho reflecting and patriotic, to demand a 
speedy and effectual remedy, and coatribiited, more than any 
other cause, to the calling of the convention which formed the 
Constitution, as ia well known. Care was accordingly taken 
to apply effectual remedies, as might be expected, by delega- 
ting to the newly formed government the exclusive power of 
regulating the commerce of tho States with foreign nations 
and with one another, and prohibiting, without qualification, 
the States from entering into any treaty, alliance, or con- 
federation, OS has been stated. But equal eare was at the 
same time taken not to extend the remedy hej'ond the evil. 
And hence the restriction which limits the power to regulate 
commerce to the external relations of the States with foreign 
nations and each other, to the exclusion of their internal 
commerce, as the evil to be remedied, resulted wholly from 
the one, and not at nil from the other. 

Having now shown what is the restriction imposed on 
the power by the terms " among the States," your committee 
will next proceed to consider what power is conferred on« 
Congress within that restriction by the terms " to regulate 
commerce." 

They are of the opinion, after due reflection, that they 
confer on it all tho powers which, by a fair inteqiretation, 
belonged to them, as fully as the States themselves possessed 
it, except such, if there be any, as may be prohibited by the 
Constitution from being exercised, either expressly or im- 
pliedly. That they confer on Congress all the power to reg- 
ulate commerce with each other, with that exception, would 
Beem to be so clear as liardly to admit of doubt, as the words 
by which it is delegated are used without qualification or 
condition. But, if there should be room for doubt, it would 
be removed by adverting to t!ie reason for delegating the 



k 



1 



2G4 REPORTS AND PUBLIC LETTERS. 

power. It was not to limit or prohibit it as a power of a 
dangerous character, and which, on that account, ought to 
be restricted or prohibited. On the contrary, it was regarded 
as one of the utmost utility, and on the proper control of 
which the prosperity of the States essentially depended ; and 
it was accordingly for the purpose of obtaining such control, 
as well as to prevent collision among the States, and not to 
restrict or prohibit it, that it was delegated to the Federal 
Government, as their copimon representative and organ, in 
their external relations with each other and foreign nations. 
When it is added that such is admitted to be the true con- 
struction in reference to the latter, and that the phraseology 
is the same in reference to both, it would seem to exclude the 
possibility of doubt as to its being so, also, in reference to 
the former. The only difference between the two cases is, 
that the power is divided in its exercise between the law- 
making and treaty-making organs of the Government in re- 
gulating commerce with foreign nations, while, in that of 
regulating it among the States, it is vested exclusively in the 
law-making, as from necessity it must be, where the treaty- 
making power among federal States is delegated to their 
common Government. 

It remains now to be considered what power would a fair 
interpretation of the terms "regulate commerce" confer on 
Congress ? Or, to express it more fully, what power did the 
framers of the Constitution intend to delegate to it in using 
those terms ? Your committee regard it as fortunate that, 
in their endeavor to ascertain what power they intended to 
delegate, they are not thrown on the vague meaning of the 
terms as used in common parlance. There are few words in 
the language, when thus used, more vague than the verb to 
reguiate. It has, as commonly used, all the shades of mean- 
ing, from the mere power of prescribing rules to that of 
having absolute and unlimited control over the subject tc 
"•hich it is applied. Nor is the term commerce free from 
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ambignity when so useil. It somelimes moans traije simply ; 
and at others, trade and transit, or na^^gation when the transit 
ia by water. But the case ia different when tliey are applied 
to constitutional or logal subjects. When so applied, their 
meaning is so much n]ore precise that tliey may be regarded 
as almost technical. They occiijiy a large space both in our 
own code of laws, and that of the country from which we de- 
riv» ottr origin and language. And what contributes still 
more to the precision of their meaning is, that they occupied 
a prominent place in the discussion which preceded and led 
to the Revolution that separated the two countries, partic- 
ularly as it relates to the distinction between the power to 
lay taxes and that to regulate commerce. The latter, it was 
admitted, belonged to the parent countrj', wliile the former 
was denied and resisted. Many of the framers of the Con- 
stitution, who were able statesmen and learned lawyers, took 
an active part in this discussion, and were familiar with the 
meaning of the terms, as politically and legally applied at 
the time. Under sucli circumstances, it ia a fair presumption 
that in using them, in delegating the power, they intended 
to attach a meaning to them similar to that in wlfich they 
had been in the habit of employing them in their political 
discussions, and in which the States had been accustomed to 
use them in legislating on the subject of regulating commerce 
prior to, and fiubsef[uent to, the Revolution. 

Assuming sucli to he the case, your committee are 
brought to the question, — What powers were the States ac- 
customed to exercise in regulating their commerce before and 
at the time of the adoption of the Constitution, as fur as they 
relate to its safety and facility ? The answer will solve the 
questioit as to the true meaning of the terms, and the kind 
of powers intended to bo delegated to Congress in reference 
to them. 

In order to understand why the States exercised the kind 
of powers they were accustomed to do, at and before the 
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adoption of the Constitution, for the safety and facility of 
their commerce, it is necessary to bear in mind that they 
were then confined to the Atlantic coast, along which they 
extended from New Brunswick to Florida ; and that their 
commerce with each other was confined to the coast aud its 
bays. On turning to their legislation during that period, it 
will be found that the powers they exercised for that purpose 
were restricted to the establishment of light-houses, buoys, 
beacons, and pubHc piers. They are all of a description well 
adapted and necessary to guard against the dangers and im- 
pediments to which such a commerce as they then carried on 
was exposed ; while they were, at the same time, such as 
would be neglected, or not established at all, unless the pub- 
lic took charge of them ; because individuals had ueithcr 
adequate motive nor power to establish or attend to them. 
That the power to establish them refers to that of regulating 
commerce, may be certainly inferred from the motives and 
objects of their establishment ; and that commerce, in legal 
language, embraces navigation as well as trade, may, with 
not less certainty, be inferred from the same circumstance, as 
they relate directly and exclusively to navigation. If we 
tura from the legislation of the SUites, prior to the adoption 
of the Constitution, to that of the Federal Government, it 
will be found that it confirms not only the correctness of 
these inferences, but all that your committee have stated iu 
this connection, as they will next proceed to show. 

So important was the power to regulate commerce— es- 
pecially among the States — regarded, that it was amouo- the 
first subjects which claimed the attention of the Government 
after it went into openition. On the 7th of April, 1789, just 
a month after the commencement of the Government, an act 
of Congress became a law by the approval of the President 
entitled " An act for the establishment of light-houses, buoys, 
beacons, and i)ublic piers ; " that is, moles raised for the 
shelter of vessels against storms or ice. It provides that all 
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Ihe expenses, -wliich shall accrue for the support and main- 
tcoaDce and repairs of such aa were erected, placed, or sunk 
by tlic States, before the passing of the act for the safety and 
ease (facility) of navigation, stall be defrayed out of the 
Treasuiy of the United States ; with the proviso that the ex- 
pense should not be paid by the United States after one year, 
unless they should he ceded and vested in the United States 
by the States to which they belong, with the lands and tene- 
ments appertaining to them. It also provided for the erect- 
ing of a light-house near the entmnce of the Cliesapeake Bay, 
and for the expense of keeping, rebuilding, and repairing 
the establishment. Those provisions furnish conclusive proof 
that the States, under the power to regulate commerce, es- 
tablished light-houses, buoys, beacons, and public piers ; that 
Congress regarded the power as delegated to it, to the same 
extent ; that the object of the power was the increased safe- 
ty and facility of commerce along the coast ; tliat it apper- 
tained ca'pecially to the regulation of commerce among the 
States, as the portion of the ocean in its vicinity is the great 
common highway of the commerce of the States bordering on 
it : and that it embraced navigation as well aa trade. It may 
be added, in confirmation of the construction which places 
this establishment under the control of the Government, that 
it accords with the practice of the Government of the country 
from which we derive our language and origin; with this 
difference, that there the establishment was principally under 
the control of incorporated companies or individuals, but sub- 
ject to the legislation of Parliament, as must have been well 
known to the framera of our Constitution. 

In carrying the power into execution, Congress baa stud- 
ded the coast with light-houses and beacon lights, to guide 
in safety the mariner by night on his voyage, against the 
danger of cajies, reefs, and shallows ; and has thickly planted 
buoys at the mouths of harbors and inlets, to point out thti 
narrow channels through which he may safely pass into them 
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It has gone further^ and constructed public piers (iacludiug 
harbors of protection), where vessels can take shelter against 
storms and ice, and annually expends a large sum in repair- 
ing, supporting, and enlarging the establishment. To this add 
that the power, to this extent, has been exercised by Congress 
from the beginning of the Grovemment until the present time, 
without interruption cr being seriously questioned as to its 
constitutionality, either in or out of Congress, during that 
long period, and it may be safely inferred that they have not 
erred in placing the construction they have on it. 

Having now shown that the power to regulate commerce, 
fairly construed, embraces the establishment of light-houses, 
buoys, beacons, and public piers, for the increased' safety and 
facility of the commerce of the Atlantic coast, your com- 
mittee will next proceed to consider the question, whether it 
may not be constitutionally applied to increase the safety 
and facility of the commerce of the Mississippi and it^ 
waters. 

It is admitted that the framers of the Constitution, in 
delegating the power, had in contemplation the Atlantic coast 
only. At the time, but a very small portion of our popula- 
tion had passed the Alleghany Mountains into the valley of 
the Mississippi, as has been stated, and none had reached 
the St. Lawrence and its lakes. There was not a single 
State situated wholly within the valley. Indeed, the great- 
er part, including the whole of its right bank, and all on 
both banks below the thirty-first parallel, belonged to Spain, 
who claimed the exclusive right to navigate the river to the 
south of it, and a right in common with us to the residue. 
In such a state of things, it is not probable that the naviga- 
tion of a river so full of obstructions, and with a current too 
rapid for ascending navigation, with the power then used for 
propelling vessels on its waters, ever occurred to the framers 
of the Constitution, while deliberating on delegating the 
power in question. But, although their attention was di- 
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lected to a particular case, they were too irise to provide a 
remedy applicable escliiaively to it, by restricting it to tUo 
coast navigatioD, or to tlie eBtabliabmeat of light-bouses, 
buoya, beacons, and pulilic piers. They looked to the future, 
and provided one of a more comprehensive character, and cal- 
culated to remedy the evil in whatever form it might appear. 

Great changes have since occurred. "We have acquired 
the entire valley of the Mississippi, and have the exclusive con- 
trol of its commerce. What was then au almost uninhabited 
wilderness, now contains nearly ono half of the population of 
the whole Union, and many great and flourishing States. Its 
commerce, then of small amount, and carried on in trail 
boats of small tonnage, and impelled by a power too weak to 
ascend its stream, now rivals that of the coast in amount, the 
cost and size of the vessels by which transported, cheapness of 
freight, rapidity of transit, and the force by which they are 
impelled — a force bo great as to completely overcome its 
turbid and rapid current. It has done more. It lias bo in- 
timately united the navigation of the river and the gulf, that 
vessels navigating the one may the other, so as to pass and 
repass to and from each other in one continuous voyage ; just 
as if (for all practical purposes) the Mississippi was a part of 
the gulf, or an inland sea. 

In consequence of these great changes, the reasons which 
influenced the fraraers of the Constitution to delegate to 
Congress the power to regulate commerce among the States 
are now as applicable to the States bordering on the Missis- 
sippi and its great tributaries, as it was then to those border- 
ing on the Atlantic coast. If it was necessary to delegate it 
in reference to the latter, to prevent embarrassment and 
collision between thfem in consequence of each regulating its 
commerce with the other, the necessity is equally urgent in 
reference to those bordering on the Mississippi, for the same 
reasons. Indeed, it may be said to be more bo ; because nu- 
merous States grouped together on a large stream and its 
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tributaries, and depending' on its navigation exclusively, at 
the medium of their commerce with each other and the rest 
of the world, would be much more exposed to embarrassments 
and collisions, without a common power to regulate their 
commerce, than those stretched out on a long line of sea- 
coast. The latter might possibly manage each to regulate its 
own commerce, without a common power ; but without such 
a power the former would almost necessarily be involved in con- 
tinued conflict and hostilities. So, again, the necessity of a 
common power to regulate commerce among them, in reference 
to the safety and facility of its navigation, is greater in relation 
to the States on the borders of the Mississippi, including its tri- 
butaries, than on the coast ; as the dangers and impediments to 
which it is exposed are greater, while, from their character, they 
may be more efiectually guarded against by being removed. 

So urgent, indeed, is the necessity of a common power to 
regulate its commerce, that it may be safely affirmed it 
would require a confederation among the States on its bor- 
ders for that purpose, as the only means of preserving peace 
and preventing the most deadly conflicts among them, de- 
structive alike to their commerce and prosperity, had not the 
Constitution devested the States of the power, and delegated 
it to the Federal Government. If to these urgent reasons 
for a common power to regulate the commerce of the Mis- 
sissippi, including its great tributaries, we add, that the 
States directly interested are positively prohibited by the 
Constitution from entering into any treaty, alliance, or con- 
federation, and, of course, from adopting the only means by 
which such a power could be created by them ; and that the 
river is made, by the same instrument, the common highway 
in fact for all their vessels and those of the whole Union nav- 
igating it, by providing that " vessels bound to or from one 
State shall not be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in 
another," * the conclusion is irresistible, that its commerce 

* 9th section, 1st article, ConstitatioD. 
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comes as fully within the power to regulato comiuerce as 
that of the coast itself. There is, indeed, nothing in tlie 
terms by which it is delegated, or in the nature of the 
power, or the reasons for delegating it, which can possibly 
exclude it. 

Assuming it, then, as unquestionable, that the power is as 
applicable to the one as the other, it follows necessarily that 
the right of Congress to establish light-houses, buoys, bea- 
cons, and public piers, as far as they may lie necessary for 
the safety and facility of navigation, is as full and perfect in 
reference to the Mississippi, as to the Atlantic coast. Thus 
far, there can be no doubt. Indeed, they have been estab- 
lished on the lakes of the St. Lawrence, where they are as 
necessary as on the coast, without objection or question, al- 
though their commerce was as little in eonteraplation of the 
fraraere of the Constitution, as has been stated, as was that 
of the Mississippi. 

The doubt, then, if doubt there be, is reduced to the 
single point, — that the dangers to which the navigation of 
the Mississippi is exposed are, from their character, such as 
cannot be guardetl against by light-bouses, bnoya, beacons, 
and public piers, except to a very limited extent. They con- 
Bist of obstructions in its channel, and can only be well guard- 
ed gainst by removing them. The question, then, is, whether 
the power to regulate commerce among the States, which 
authorizes the establishment of light-houses, buoys, beacons, 
and public piers on the coast of the Atlantic and the lakes, 
with their gulfs and bays, does not also authorize the remov- 
al of snags, logs, and other obstructions, which endanger or 
impede the navigation of the Mississippi. 

Tour committee, after full and impartial consideration, 
can see no reason which would authorize the one, that would 
not the olher. The dangers to be guarded against are not 
only as great in reference to the navigation of the Mississippi, 
as has been shown, but the reason why the Government 
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sbould have charge of its improvement is not less strong. If 
light-houses, buoys, beacons, and public piers^ would be neg« 
lected, if not placed under its charge, because neither individ- 
uals nor States would have adequate inducement or power 
to establish them ; so likewise the removal of snags, and 
other obstructions, which endanger or impede its navigation, 
would be neglected, and for the same reason, if not put also 
under its charge. The only difference, indeed, between them, 
is, that in the one case the money is appropriated to make 
visible, or designate, the causes of danger, by establishing 
light-houses, beacons, or buoys, while in the other it is ap- 
propriated to remove them. But it would seem impossible 
to doubt that the right to make them visible, or to designate 
their place, in order that they may be avoided, involves that 
of removing them where practicable ; and that the right of 
removing them involves that of pointing them out to be 
avoided. Wliether the one or the other should be adopted 
in either case, is not a question of right, but one of expediency, 
depending on their respective practicability, cheapness and 
eflSciency. Reverse the cases, and who can doubt, if the 
dangers against which light-houses, buoys, and beacons, were 
intended to warn, were of a nature that they could be re- 
moved as cheaply, or more so, than they could be pointed out, 
but that the same power which would authorize the former 
would also authorize the latter ; or that the power to remove 
the cause of danger, would not authorize the warning against 
it, if it could not be removed ? 

Having now shown that the power to regulate conuneroe 
among the States is as applicable to the commerce of the 
Mississippi as it is to that of the Atlantic coast, and that 
the removal of the obstructions which endanger or impede 
its navigation is as fully embraced by it. as the establishment 
of light-houses, buoys, beacons, and public piers, your com- 
mittee will next proceed to consider how far that power, as 
applied to the improvement of its navigation, extends. 
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They are of the opinion it extends to the removing of all 
obstruetions within its channel, the .removal of which would 
add to the safety and facility of its navigation ; including 
such as might endanger or impede it by sliding in or project- 
ing from its bank, or islands, over the channel It includes 
(to be more specific) the removal of snags, logs, rocks, shoals, 
sand-banks, bars, including the one at ila mouth, and trees 
projecting over or liable to alido into its channel, where the 
removal would improve or secure its navigation. These all 
are either within the channel of the river, or hang over it, 
or ia danger of sliding into it, so aa to obstuct it aB the com- 
mon highway of the commerce of tlie States on its borders ; 
and, as it may truly be nddeil now, through the power of 
steam, of the States having intercourse by continuous navi- 
gation with them, on the gulf and oven Atlantic coast. 

They are also of the opinion it extends to the removal 
of like obstmctinns in its great navigable tributaries, includ- 
ing such as have three or more States bordering on their 
navigable waters ; but not to those whoso navigable waters 
are embraced within one, or, at farthest, two States. Why 
the former is embraced, and the latter not, they will nest 
proceed to consider, beginning with the case of rivcra whoso 
navigable waters are confined to a single State. 

They are not embraced, because, in the first place, the 
power, as has been shown, is restricted to the regulation of 
the external commerce of the States with each other, to the 
exclusion of their internal. And, in the next, because the 
commerce of such rivers is under the exclusive control of the 
States within whose limits their navigable waters are confined, 
except that no vessel from another State, coming or go- 
ing, can be compelled to enter, clear, or pay duties, under 
the provisions of the Constitution alrea<ly (luotod ; and ex- 
cept, also, that vessels from other States shall not be subject 
to any regidafion or law in navigating them, to which the 
vessels of the State to which they belong are not, under the 
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provisions of the same instrument, which secures to. the citi- 
zens of each State, in all others, ^^all the privileges and 
immunities to which their own citizens are entitled." * 
With these exceptions, the navigation of all such rivers, as 
far as commerce is concerned, is as much under the control 
of the State within which its navigable waters are confined, 
as its canals, railroads, or turnpikes. Indeed, these are sub- 
ject to the latter exception, and not to the former, only be- 
cause not applicable. 

The case of a river whose navigable waters are confined to 
two States, whether by dividing or flowing through them, 
requires more particular and full explanation. The provision 
of the Constitution already cited, which exempts Vessels 
bound to or from one State from entering, clearing, or pay- 
ing duties in another, would make all such streams, in effect, 
common highways of all the States, and bring them exclu- 
sively under the control of the Federal Grovemment, as fiur 
as the power to regulate commerce among the States is con- 
cerned ; as much so, indeed, as the Mississippi itself, were it 
not for another provision in the same instrument. They allude 
to that which provides that " no State shall, without the 
consent of Congress, enter into any agreement or compact 
with another State ;"t and which of course permits (with 
such consent) ojie State to enter into compact or agreement 
with another. 

To understand the intention of the framers of the Con- 
stitution for inserting this provision, and its bearing on the 
point under consideration, it is necessary to view it in con- 
nection with another provision of the instrument, already 
cited. They refer to that which prohibits the States from 
entering into any treaty, alliance, or confederation, in any 
Ciise whatever ; plainly because it would be both dangerous 
and inconsistent with their federal relations to permit it Id 

* 2d section, 4th article Constitution. 
1 16th section, 1st article, Oonstitntion. 
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order to prevent bo important a proi-iston from being eluded, 
the provision immediately under consideration was inserted, 
prohibiting the States from entering into i^reements or com- 
pacts in any case whatever, except one State with anuther 
State, or with a foreign power ; and to prevent tho abuse 
oven of that limited power, the consent of Congress is re- 
quired. Such is the prohibition, and the reason for it. The 
reason for the exception is, that without it tho proliibition 
would substitute the federal authority for that of the States, 
for the adju3tment and regulation of all the various subjects 
in which the several States may have a mutual interest in 
adjusting and regulating, including such as the one under 
consideration, and thereby would give greater extension and 
minuteness to the authority of the Federal Government than 
was desirable or consistent with the objects for which it was 
instituted. Under the exception it is left to tho States, 
when only two are interested in the navigation of a river, or 
any other object, to take it under tlieir own exclusive juris- 
diction and control by an agreement or compact between 
them, with the consent of Congress ; as much ao as it would 
be under that of one, if it was confined exclusively to one 
instead of extending to two. 

The case is diSerent where three or more States may be 
directly interested in the navigation of a river. Such cases 
are withdrawn from the control of the States, and are em- 
braced by the power of Congress to regulate commerce among 
the States, for reasons too obvious to repeat, after what has 
been stated. It is only necessary to add, in this connection, 
the reasons are as applicable to the rivers falling into the 
ocean and the lakes, including their gulfa md Imys, as to 
those falling into the Mississippi and its tributaries. 

Your committee will nest proceed to consider whether 
harbors or canals around titlls or other obstructious of the 
JUjBsissippi, including its great tributaries (meaning there- 
by those in whose navigation three or more States are in- 
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terested), are embraced in the power, taking theia iu the 
order they stand. 

They are of the opinion that harbors, except for shelter 
or naval stations, are not. Their reason for thinking so is, 
in the first place, because, as far as they have been able to 
ascertain, the States, in the exercise of the i>ower of regulat- 
ing commerce, never extended it to the improvement or con- 
struction of harbors for commerce, neither subsequent to nor 
before the Revolution, while colonies. They have not been 
able to find a single instance of the exercise of the power on 
their part which would warrant the conclusion that such 
harbors were included in the power, and, they may add as 
pertinent to the subject, very few cases in the legislation of 
the country from which we drew our origin and language, 
that countenances an extension of the power, so far as to 
embrace them ; and in the next, that the early acts of Con- 
gress ajQTord no evidence that it regarded harbors of commerce 
to be embraced in it. The first approi^riation they have 
been able to find even for harbors for shelter, was made in 
1822, more than thirty years after the commencement of the 
Government ; and that, at first, only authorized " the con- 
struction of two public piers, of sufficient dimensions to be a 
shelter to vessels from ice." They refer to the breakwater 
near the mouth of tlie Delaware. The next appropriation 
was in 1823, to survey the entrance of the harbor of Presque 
Isle, on Lake Erie, with the view of removing obstructions 
at its mouth. It was not until 1827 that appropriations 
were made professedly for the improvement of harbors and 
not till 1828 when a regular and expensive system was com- 
menced of constructing and improving them as a part of the 
system of internal improvement. 

But as strong as these reasons are, there is another still 
more so, drawn from the nature of the power and the earlv 
practice of the Government. The power, as has been stated 
is restricted exclusively to the regulation of the external 
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commerce of the States with each other, as separate and 
distinct communities ; and cannot, as such, act within the 
limits of the States beyond what ia indispensable to its ex- 
ecution. But so careful were the fmmers of the Constitution 
to gtiard against the abuse of power, that they have not left 
it to inference to determine to what extent it is indispensable 
for that purpose. Tliey have, by a provision of the instru- 
ment, fixed the precise limits. Your committee refer to that 
already cited, which exempts vessels bound to or from one 
State from being obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in 
another ; and thereby securing to tliat extent, and no fur- 
ther, a free ingress and egress of the vessels of all the States 
within and from the limits of each other. But, with that 
exception, the harbors of a State are as completely under the 
control of the State, and as subjccf; to its laws and legisla- 
tion, as any other portion of its territory ; and the vessels of 
other States are as subject to them as those belonging to their 
own citizens. Strictly speaking, then, the power to regulate 
commerce among the States is a power wholly inter alios ; 
HO much so, indeed, as to require this additional, or, as it may 
he fairly called, supplemental power, to secure to the vessels 
of other States the right to enter, to clear, and be exempt 
from duty, both in their ingress and egress. The conclusion 
would seem to follow, irresistibly, that a power so strictly 
inter alios cannot be extended so as to embrace the improve- 
ment or construction of commercial harbors. The case of 
harbors for shelter is different. They relate directly to 
the safety of commerce, in its transit from State to State, 
and are in character and object the same as public piers, and 
come, 83 Hucb, fairly under the power to regulate commerce. 
The case is also different in reference to naval stnttons or 
harbors. They come under another power — that " to provide 
and maintain a navy." 

But if additional evidence should be requii-ed to show 
that commercial harbors are not embraced by the power, 
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another provision of the Constitution, and the practice of the 
Government under it, will furnish conclusive proof. Your 
committee refer to that which provides that "no State shall, 
without the consent of Congress, lay any imposts or duties 
on imports or exports, except what may be absolutely neces- 
sary for executing its inspection laws ; and the net produce 
of all duties and imposts laid by any State on imports or 
exports shall be for the use of the Treasury of the United 
States ; and all such laws shall be subject to the revision 
and control of the Congress. No State shall, without the 
consent of Congress, lay any duty on tonnage." We find in 
this provision a material difference between the power re- 
served to the States to lay, with the consent of Congress, 
duties on imports and exports, on the one hand, and on ton- 
nage on the other. In the former it is expressly provided 
that the proceeds shall pass into the Treasury of the United 
States, while in the other it is left without any such provision 
at the disposal of the State imposing them. There must 
be a reason for the distinction ; and it would be difficult to 
assign any other than that it was intended to reserve to the 
States the power to collect duties on tonnage, with the con- 
sent of Congress, in order to leave at their disposal the money 
collected, to enable them to raise funds for some improve- 
ment intimately connected with the convenience of vessels 
in port, or to designate any one more so than the iriiprove- 
roent of the harbor or port itself. We find, accordingly, that 
the power, as far as it has ever been used by the States, has 
been exercised exclusively to raise funds for that purpose^ 
and that the consent of Congress has been freely given to acts 
of State legislatures for such purpose. As early as 1800, the 
consent of Congress was given to an act of the general as- 
sembly of Maryland, which authorized the wardens of the 
port of Baltimore to collect a duty on any vessel arriving at 
the same, of sixty tons or more, of a sum not exceeding two 
cents, for the purpose of improving the harbor and port ; and 
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also ta 80 much of aD act of tbe State of Georgia, passed 
1787, entitled "An act ftir regulating the trade and laying 
duties on all goods, wares, and merchandise, and negroes im- 
ported into the State, and also an impost on tonnage of ship- 
ping, and other purposes therein mentioned, as authorizes a 
duty of threepence per ton on all shipping entering the port 
of Savannah to be set apart as a fund for clearing the river 
Savannah." The act giving consent was to continue in force 
for eight years. It has been renewed several times as to the 
acts of both of the States, and that of Maryland is now in 
force by a renewal so late as 1843. These acts, both of the 
State legislatures and Congress, afford conclusive proof that 
the intention which they have assigned to the framers of the 
Constitution for reserving the power to be exercised by the 
States with the consent of Congress is the one which governed 
them. 

Having now shown, as they trust, conclusively, that the 
power excludes the construction or impravement of harbors of 
commerce, in conti'adistinction to hfurbors for shelter and the 
navy, it wUl not be difficult to show that it also excludes the 
cutting of canals or the construction of mads around shnals, 
falls, or other impediments to the navigation of the river or 
its tributaries, as the reasons applicable to the one are mostly 
equally so to the other. Thus, if there bo nothing in the 
practice of the Governments of the States, at or before the 
adoption of the Oonatitiition, or in the early practice of the 
Federal Govenimont, to justify it in the one case, bo there 
is nothing in the other. So, likewise, the reasons deduced 
from the nature of the power, that it is strictly inter alios, 
so much so as to require a supplemental power exempting 
vessels, on going in or out of a State, from entering, clearing 
and paying duties, are equally applicable to both. Indeed, 
it applies, if possible, more strongly, as they are more strictly 
inter alioa in reference to such works, than to harbors ; and 
it may bo added, as an additional reason, that individual 
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inducement and power are alike adequate to both. It is 
proper to add, also, that all they^ave stated in this con- 
nection are applicable to harbors and works of the kind 
wherever found, whether on the Atlantic, the gulf, the lakes, 
or rivers falling into them. 

Having now shown what objects are embraced* by the 
power, and what not, in reference to the Mississippi and its 
tributaries, your committee will dismiss this portion of their 
labor with a brief consideration of a few restrictions of a 
more general character, to which the power is subject. 

It has been stated that commerce, in legal and consti- 
tutional language, includes transit or navigation as well as 
trade. It may well be questioned whether it was not in- 
tended by the Constitution, as far as it relates to commerce 
among the States, to restrict it entirely to the letter — ^that is, 
transit by vessels on water. Certain it is, that the provisions 
connected with, and having reference to it, would indicate 
that it was so intended ; and it may be added, that the 
legislation of Congress, in carrying the power into eflTect, as 
far as your committee is informed, is confined to the regula- 
tion of transit by water, to the exclusion of that by land- 
They of course exclude acts passed for the enforcement of 
the collection of duties and embargoes, and other restrictive 
measures of the kind, which relate to the revenue power, and 
questions connected with the foreign relations of the country. 
Indeed it is difficult to imagine how the power to regulate 
commerce among the States, restricted as it is to their ex- 
ternal trade with each other, as separate and distinct com- 
munities, can be exercised, except where there is a common 
highway between them not subject to the exclusive control 
of any one, as is the case of the coast, of the lakes, and of 
the Mississippi. Where that is not the case, and a mere Une 
divides States, the trade between them, in every period of its 
transit from one to the other, is under the exclusive control 
cf one or the other, in whichever it may be for the time. 
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Indeed, the clause of tho Constitutioa already referred to, 
which provides that "the citizens of each State shall be en- 
titled to all the privileges and immtimties of the citizens m 
the several States," would seem to supersede the necessity of 
extendiog the power to the inland trade araoug the States, as it 
secures to the citizens of all the States all the immunities and 
privileges of the citizens of whatever State they may be in. 

There are other regtrictions of a still more general char- 
acter, desen'ing of notice, dcduciblc from the nature of the 
power. As a power to regulate the externiil commerce of 
the States with each other, it is restricted from interfering 
with their internal concerns beyond tlie limits already stated ; 
and, of course, is excluded from interfering with laws and reg- 
ulations touching the health of their citizens, the peace and 
security of the States, and their police and institutions 
generally. Nor can any right be deduced from the power, 
regarded in the same light, to authorize tho Federal Govern- 
ment to construct roads and canals, or any work of internal 
improvement in a State. 

There is one more resfrictioa to wliich it is subject, in 
common with all the powers delegated to tho Government. 
It is held, like all its other powers, not absolutely, but as a 
trust, and as such it is limited in its exercise strictly to the 
nature and object of the trust. Thus regardeil, it is restricted 
not only to the regulation of commerce, and commerce among 
the States, but to regulate it so as to preserve harmony, as 
far as practicable, among them, and to promote tho prosper- 
ity of their mutual commerce with each other, as far as the 
nature and extent of the power may admit ; these being the 
great objects for which it was delegated. 

Tour committee * have now shown what power it is that 
authorizes tlie Federal Government to appropriate money to 
improve the navigation of the Mississippi, including its great 
tributaries, the objects it embraces, and the restrictions to 
which it is subjected. It remains to consider what annual ap- 
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propriatiuns and expenditures would probably be required to 
remove all obstructions, susceptible of being removed, whidi 
endanger and impede its navigation, and what prcparatoiy 
step should be taken to insure a proper and efficient applica- 
tion of the money which may be appropriatetl. 

They arc aware that the great objection, practically, to 
the execution of the power, originates in the impressioa that 
vast sums have already been appropriated and expended in 
the improvement of its navigation, and that their amount 
would be greatly increased if it should be admitted that the 
Federal Governmcut posscaaea the power. What they pro- 
pose is, to show that this is a very erroneous impression as 
to the amount of past appropriations and expenditures, and 
as to the probable amount that would ho required, should 
the power to make them bo admitted to be constitutional. 

So far from being vast or extravagant, they have been 
moderate, whether regard he had to the great extent of the 
navigation of tlio river, including its tributaries, or the mag- 
nitude of its commerce, compared with that of the Atlantic 
or the lakes. The aggregate amount of appropriations of 
every description, for the improvement of the navigation of 
the Mis8i)«ippi and its waters, from its commencement in 
1824 until the present year, is ?2,528,800. For the same 
period, the amount for the coast of the Atlantic ami the 
gulf, including appropriations for harbors, is §12,901,123 ;* 
of which 88,485,940 have been for the estahhsliment of 
light-houses, buoys, beacons, and piers, and the residue for 
harbors. Tho appropriations for the improvement of the 
navigation of the lakes, for the same period, amounted to 
83,119,757 ; of which $2,861,964 39 wre fur harbors, and 
the residue for the establishment of light-houses, buoys, bea- 
cons, and piers. It thus appears that the appropriations for 
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I 



REPORTS AKD PCBLIC LETTERS. 283 

im proven) euta on the coast, including the Atlantic and gulf, 
have been, in the last twenty-four years, nearly five times 
greater tlian those for the Mississippi and its waters, not- 
withstanding the previous large appropriations for the former 
during the long antecedent period extending back to the 
commencement of the Government, Compared with tlie 
respective amount of the value of their commerce and ton- 
nage, and the length of their line of navigation, it may ba 
safely asserted, without going into any minute or exact cal- 
culation, that the appropriations during the same period for 
the coast are many times greater than for the Mississippi 
and its waters. Compared with the lakes, tlie dispropor- 
tion, aitliough great, is not equally so as that with the coast. 
Taking their tonnage as the standard of comparison, and 
estimating their respective amounts by the last official re- 
turns, the appropriations for the lake-s including the upper 
and lower, are more than double those for the Mississii)pi 
and its waters. 

If harbors be excluded as not properly belonging to the 
power to regulate commerce, hut to internal improvement, 
even then the average amount of the appropriations for the 
coast will be more than three times that for the Mississippi ; 
the former being, on an average for the period, $353,742 an- 
nually, and the latter only 5109,947. 

Turning from the past to the future, and assuming that 
the appropriations hereafter shall he strictly confined to ob- 
jects fairly embraced by the power in reference to both, your 
committee feel assured that the sum annually reijqiied for 
the coast will be amply sufficient for the Mlssissijipi, inclu- 
ding its great tributaries ; and much more than sufficient 
after the obstructions, which now endanger and impede its 
navigation, are effectually removed, as they may be in a few 
years, if a sum cijual to that for light-houses should be an- 
nually appropriated and properly applied. Nor will the 
power be more liable to abuse in practice in reference to the 



L 



284 REPORTS AND PUBLIC LETTERS. 

Mississippi than to the coast, as seems to be apprehended by 
many. No good reason can be assigned why it should be, 
while very good ones may be why it should not. The re- 
moval of the obstructions to the navigation of the Missis- 
sippi must, from the machinery necessary for the purpose 
and the character of the work, be under a general superin- 
tendence and control ; and, on that account, far less liable 
to be influenced by the interests of individuals, and exposed 
to the frauds incident to jobs and contracts, than that of 
building light-houses, including the purchase of lands, keep- 
ing them in repair, and furnishing supplies to keep up their 
lights. They cannot doubt that to this diflference it is to be 
attributed, in a great degree, that the appropriations for the 
improvement of the Mississippi have been so moderate, and 
have had so little tendency to increase, when compared with 
that of the coast and lakes. The avidity, zeal, and perti- 
nacity of private interests and the hope of profitable jobs, 
incident to the latter, are far more potent in forcing through 
appropriations, than the far greater but more general and 
diflfused interests to be benefited by the former. 

Nor will it be more liable to abuse by being improperly 
extended to the improvement of its smaller tributaries, 
which, as has been shown, are not embraced in it, than it 
will be by extending it to like streams falling into the At- 
lantic or the lakes. The principle which prevents the power 
from embracing the one, equally prevents it from embracing 
the other, and is equally as clear and well defined in the one, 
as the other. If the objection be good in the one casc^ it is 
in the other ; and if the liability to abuse be a good reason 
for abandoning the improvement of the navigation of the 
Mississippi, it is at least as good for abandoning that of the 
coast and the lakes. 

But there is not the least probability that Congress will 
ever abandon the exercise of the power. It has not only 
the right, as has been shown, but it is its duty to exercise 
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it ; a duty, under the Constitution, to the States imme- 
diately interested, and which are, by one of its provisions, 
prohibited from adopting the only means by which they 
could tliemselvcs regulate their commerce with each other. 
Indeed, the States directly interested in its exercise are loo 
numerous and strong to permit the power to be abandoned, 
or lie dormant ; and all attempts to prevent its due exercise 
on the part of thoso who may dread its abuse, or who may 
be averse to its exercisG from other causes, would have no 
other effect but to compel the more moderate and scrupu- 
lous of those directly interested in its due exercise to unite 
with the less moderate and scnipuloua in their own and 
other portions of the Union, and thereby place the power 
under the exclusive control of those who would exercise it 
without regard to abuses, or the restrictions imjiosed by the 
Constitution. On the contrary, by admitting the power, and 
supporting its due exercise, and directing their efforts to 
confining it within its proper constitutional limits, the united 
efforts of the moderate of every portion of the Union might 
succeed in preventing abuses, and carrying, at the same 
time, into full effect the intention of the framers of the 
Constitution in delegating the power. But, if such efforts 
should fail to prevent extravagant and unwarranted appro- 
priations and expenditures, there remains a certain correct- 
ive to both — perhaps the only certain one — against the 
abuses incident to appropriations and expenditures of a gen- 
eral fund on local objects, which, by united efforts, they 
might succeed in applying. It is that of raising tlie sum to 
be expended, from the interest to be benefited by the expen- 
diture ; that is, iu this case, by a moderate duty on light 
and tonnage, on vessels engaged in navigating the coast, the 
lakes, and the Mississippi, and other rivers embraced by the 
power ; and by applying the sum so raised ti'om each to the 
L improvement of its navigation. The same mode of raising 
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streams, might be adopted by the States interested, nt least 
as far 'as tonnage duties are eoncernoJ, with the consent of 
Congress. It la the equitable and fair mode which was prac- 
tised by the States before the adoption of the Constitntion, 
and which is practised by the Government of the country 
from which we derive our origin and language, as has been 
stated. It was also the mode practised in its early stages 
by the Federal Gkivemment ; with, however, this radical de- 
fect, that the sums raised, instead of 'oeing kept as a sepa- 
rate fund to be applied to its specific and appropriate ob- 
jects, were blended with the general funds of the Treasury. 
The duty imposed would, of course, constitute a genera] 
charge on the commerce on which it would fall ; but when 
the vast amount of that of the coast, the Mississippi, and 
the lakes is taken into the estimate, and the strict economy 
to which the modeof raising and applying the fund would 
lead in the expenditures, there can be no doubt the charge 
would be far more than compensated by the reduction of the 
rates of insurance. 

Such are the conclusions to wliich your coramitteo have 
been brought, ia reference to the portion of the memorial 
which relates to the improvement of the navigation of the 
Mississippi and its great tributaries. It remains, before con- 
cluding, to consider what preparatory measures should be 
adopted in order to insure a systematic, judicious, and efficient 
expenditure of the money which may be appropriated to carry 
the power into effect, should Congress concur in their views 
In relation to it. 

They are of the opinion it is indispensable, for that pur- 
pose, to constitute a board of able and experienced engineers, 
whose duty it should be to make, under the direction of the 
Secretary of War, a careful examination and survey of the 
Mississippi, including its great tributaries ; to report their 
opinion in detail as to the present condition of its navigation ; 
the character of the obstructions which endanger or imi>edo 
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its navigation ; to wliat extent they can bo removed ; what 
would be the effect of their removal in diminishing the hazard 
to which it is exposed, and increasing its expedition : what 
means ought to bu adopted for their removal ; what sum 
would it be advisablo to appropriate annually for the purpose 
of removing them ; what sum would probably be required 
annually to keep its navigation in a safe and gooii condition, 
when once removed ; and, finally, what means ought to be 
adopted to insure an efficient and economical expenditure of 
the money which may bo appropriated. Your committee are 
further of the opinion that it would be advisable that the 
board should consist of three engineers, one militaiy and two 
civil ; and that in the mean time, until they can report, a 
moderate sum should be appropriated to remove the more 
dangerous obstructions. 

Having now finished the portion of their i-eport which re- 
lates to the improvement of the navigation of the Mississippi, 
including its great tributaries, your committee will next pro- 
ceed to the consideration of that portion of the memorial 
which relates to the reclaiming, by embankments, the public 
lands, which, in consequence of being subject to its inunda- 
tions, are not fit for cultivation, 

The subject is one of no small importance. The Missis- 
sippi, like most of the other great rivers, has formed by its 
deposits, in the long course of years, a tract of great extent 
and fertility in its approach to the ocean, and which is subject 
to inundations by its floods. There is no data by wliich the 
extent of this tract can be ascertained with any accuracy, but 
*t is estimated, from the best attainable data by the proper 
department, to contain about 33,075,000 acres, or 51,670 
square miles, lying in the States of Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Arkansas, Missouri, and Illinois. 

It is believed by far the greater part may be reclaimed by 
a proper system of embankment. It is more difficult to esti- 
mate with any precision what portion of it is still public land. 
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They have not been able to obtain any document that may 
be relied on as approaching accuracy in that respect, except 
in reference to the portion of the tract lying in the State of 
Louisiana. It appears by a report of the surveyor-general of 
that State, made in October, 1845, that there is of overflowed 
and swamp laud in that State 8,505,505 acres ; of which 
there are subject to private claims 798,763 acres ; granted 
for schools and other purposes, 378,743 ; sold prior to the 
30th September of that year, 1,635,458 ; and unsold, or pub- 
lic lands, 5,692,836, making nearly three quarters of the 
whole. Assuming the same proportion to remain unsold in 
the other States, the aggregate amount still belonging to the 
public would be 24,850,000 acres. 

As fertile as this great body of land is, by far the greater 
part is, at present, of little or no value, in consequence of its 
swampy character and being subject to inundation, and must 
remain so ; alike unpfofitable to the public and individuals, 
so long as it may remain in its present condition. But it 
must remain so until reclaimed by embankments. To meet 
the expense of making them, the convention recommends 
the grant of lands, or appropriation of money by Concrress. 

Your committee are of the opinion that soinethintr ou<^ht 
to be done towards bringing this great body of fertile land 
into cultivation. While it remains in its present state with 
one, and that the larger portion, held by the Union, another 
(that granted fur schools and other pur^^oses) by the States, 
and a third by individuals, and these several portions not 
held in parcels, or bodies, separate and distinct from each 
other, but intermixed one with the other, nothing can well 
Im) done towards reclaiming them. It would require the co- 
operation of the parties interested, each in proportion to the 
extent of his interest, to accomplish the object. To obtain 
such co-operation, and fix satisfactorily the amount that each 
should contribute towards making the necessary embankments 
would obviously be a work of too much difficulty and compli- 
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uatioD to be undertakea. The only remedy is to diiainish 
the number of the parties interested ; and for that purpose, 
your committee are of the opinion tliat CoogruBS ought to 
adopt menaureB to diBpose of ita portion of thesti lands, with 
as little delay as a just regard to the public iuterests will 
permit. And to effect this, they are of the opinion the most 
adnsable course would Iw, to reduce the price of the portion 
belonging to the public, gradually : say at the rate of one 
fifth, at intervals of four years, until it shall bo reduced to 
the rate of 25 cents an acre ; and to cede lo the- States in 
which they may respectively lie all not sold at the expiration 
of four years thereafter. 

Your comTuittcc will next proceed to consider that por- 
tion of the memorial which relates to the commimication by 
railroads between the valley of the JlissiBBippi and the 
southern Atlantic States. They regard works of the kind as 
belonging to internal improvements (that is, improvements 
within the body of the States), and as such, are, in their 
opinion, not embraced in the jrower to regulate commerce. 
But they are, nevertheless, of the opinion that where such 
roads, or other works of internal improvements, may pass 
through public lands, the United States may contribute to 
their construction in their character of proprietorH, to the ex- 
tent that tliey may be enhanced in price thereby. This has 
usually been done by ceding alternate seclions on the pro- 
jected lino of such works ; and it is believed that no mode of 
contributing, more fair or better calculated to guard against 
abuseSj can he devised. That Congress has a right to make 
such contributions, where there is reasomihle ground to be- 
lieve that the public lands will be enhanced in jiroportion, 
nader its right to dispose of the " territory and other public 
property of the United States," your, committee cannot 
doubt. In making this assertion they hold to the rule of 
L strict construction, and that this power, like all the other 
I powers of the Government, is a trust power, and, as such is 
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strictly limited by the nature and object of the trost. lu thii 
case the rule requires that the lands^ and other public pro- 
perty of the United States, should be disposed of to the best 
advantage ; and where that can be done by contributing a 
portion to works which would make the residue equally or 
more valuable than the whole would be without it, as is sup- 
posed, they hold it would bo strictly within the rule. Your 
committee go further. They are of the opinion, not only that 
Congress has the right to contribute to the extent stated, io 
such cases, but that it is in duty bound to do so, as the rep- 
resentative of a part of the proprietors of the land to be 
benefited. It would be neither just nor fair for it to stand by 
and realize the advantage they would derive from the work, 
without contributing a due proportion towards its construc- 
tion. It would be still less justifiable to refuse to contribute, 
if its effects should be to defeat a work, the construction of 
which, while it would enhance the value of the land bdoDg- 
ing to the public, and that of individual proprietors, woukl 
promote the prosperity of the country generally. 

But however clear the power, or however liberally it may 
1)0 exercised, it can do but little towards the construction of 
the projected railroads between the valley of the Mississippi 
and the southern Atlantic ports. They will pass through 
comparatively but a small portion of the public lands, and 
that a remnant which has been long in market, and has re- 
mained unjiold, because of a very inferior quality. But it 
does not follow that the Federal Government cannot render 
efficient aid towards their construction, because it can do lit- 
tle by direct contribution. It can, notwithstanding, do 
much — if not in that way, in another not less effectual — ^by 
the removal of the heavy burden imposed on their construc- 
tion by its own acts : they refer to the duty on iron. 

It is well known that the cost of iron is one of the heaviest 
items every where in the expense of constructing railroads. 
In constructing those projected between the southern Atlantic 
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Stntes and the valley of the MisBi38i[ipi, wliicli, for the most 
part, will pass through a level country, abounding in good 
timber, and requiring but little grading or cxpoiiditnrc, to 
afitjuire the right of way, it ia by far the heaviest of all the 
items. The duty on iron of a description calculated to form 
a Bubstantial and durable road (T iron), is itself a charge of 
upwards of 82,000 the mile — a sum equal to about onC sixth 
of what would probably be the average n^regatft cost per 
mile of constmcting those roads. 

It ia this heavy buixlen which retards the completion of a 
system of railroads, which, when completed, will do so much 
not only for the mutual prosperity and defence of the States 
immediately interested, but for that of the whole Union. 
Thus regarding it, your committee are of opinion that, on 
every principle of exi>ed!ency and fairness, not to say justice, 
this burden ought to be cither wholly removed, or at least 
reduced to the rate which n strict regard to revenue principles 
would demand. They believe that neither would materially 
affect the jirosperity of that branch of our manufactures. 
The increased impulse which it would give to the construction 
of railroads over the wholo Union, and the impulse which 
their construction would, in turn, give to the general pros 
perity, by cheapening the cost of transportation, and enlarg- 
ing the sphere of demand, would, in their opinion, in a great 
measure if not altogether, compensate the loss which might 
result to the manufacturers of iron, by a greatly increased 
demand for other descriptions of iron. But, whether such 
would be the case or not, certain it is that all other interests 
— agricultural, commercial, and even manufacturing — would 
be very greatly benefited by the increased rapidity and cheap- 
ness of transportation. If to this be added the still more 
important considerations — the groat and happy influence it 
would have in a political and social point of view, and the 
increasetl salVty of the country from the vastly increased 
means of defence which a widely extended system of railroad 
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would furnish — it would seem almost impossible to doubt the 
expediency of wholly removing or greatly reducing this heavy 
burden on their construction. They accordingly recommend 
that the present duty be either wholly repealed, or reduced 
to the rate which a strict and exclusive regard to revenue 
would require. 

In reference to that portion of the memorial which relates 
to the connection of the Mississippi and the lakes by a canal^ 
which would admit ships of the largest class, navigating 
either, to pass from one to the other, your committee fully 
concur in all which it states in reference to its importance ; 
but they are of the opinion that Congress has no power under 
the Constitution to construct such a work. It stands, in 
that respect, on the same ground with railroads and other works 
of internal improvement ; and, like them, it may be aided 
directly by Congress, should it pass through the public do- 
main, by the grant of alternate sections, but no further. 

Your committee also fully concur in all that is stated by 
the memorial in reference to the importance of keeping open 
the communication by sea between the Gulf of Mexico and 
the Atlantic coast, and the means it recommends for that 
purpose, both military and naval. It is the great thorough- 
fare of the Union, and cannot be closed, even for a short time, 
without convulsing its commerce and business operations in 
every department, and throughout the whole Union. Nothing, 
in their opinion, short of a strong naval force, sustained by a 
permanent naval station of the first class at Pen§acola, or 
some other port in the gulf, and suitable fortifications to de* 
fend and secure the pass between Florida on the one side, 
and Cuba and the Bahama Islands on the other, can keep it 
open at all times, in war as well as peace, free from dangers ; 
and they accordingly recommend to the early attention of 
Congress the establishment of such a station, with all suitable 
means for building and repairing vessels of war, with an ade- 
quate portion of the navy permanently stationed there, and 
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the speedy completion of the fortifications already commenced 
to defend and secure the pass. 



MEMORIAL, ETC. 

To the Honorable the. Senate and House (f Heprescnfatives 
in Congress asaemhled. 



The undersigned, a committee appointed to memorialize 
the Congress of the United States on the vaiious topics em- 
braced in resolutions passed at the Memphis Convention, 
most respectfiilly represent : That, at ft convention held at 
the city of Memphis, iu the State of Tennessee, on 12tU 
November, 1845, there were 583 representatives assembled, 
from the States of Pennsylvania, Virginia, North and South 
Carolina, Florida, Alabama, Louisiana, Texaa, Mississippi, 
Tennessee, Arkansas, Missouri, Kentucky, lUinoia, Indiana, 
Ohio, and Iowa ; that the object of the meeting was to con- 
fer on the important agricultural, commercial, social, and 
political relations of the South-western States, and of the 
valley of the Mississippi, with the other portions of the 
American republic, and to consult on the measures necessary 
to advance and protect these relations as interests in com- 
mon to the whole Union. At an early period of the meet- 
ing, it was decided, and with great utmnimity, that no 
questions should be entertained, on which the action of the 
General Government was to be invoked, which involved any 
political differences of opinion as to the powers of the General 
Gover7tment ; and, in conformity with this resolve, a general 
committee, appointed to supervise the proceedings, presented 
the following resolutions as extracted from the documents 
and reports of tho different committees on the respective 
subjects submitted to their consideration : — 

1st. Resolved, That the report of the various committees 
presented to the convention be printed, together with such 
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documents accompanying them as the cotnmittee appointed 
to supervise the printing of the proceedings of the conven* 
tion shall deem necessary. 

2d. liesolved, That safe communication between the 
Gulf of Mexico and the interior, affonled by the navigation 
of the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers, and their principal tribu- 
taries, is indispensable to the defence of the country, in time 
of war, and essential also to its commerce. 

3d. Resolved, That the improvement and preservation 
of the navigation of those great rivers are objects as strictly 
national as any other preparation for the defence of the coun- 
try ; and that such improvements are deemed by this con- 
vention impracticable by the States or individual enterprise, 
and call for the appropriations of money for the same by the 
General Government. 

4th. Eesolvedy That the deepening of the mouth of the 
Mississippi, so as to pass ships of the largest class — cost 
what it may — ^is a work worthy of the nation, and will 
greatly promote the general prosperity. 

5th. Resolvedj That, if the policy of reinforcing our navy 
with war steamers be adopted, the western waters are proper 
sources of supply, as they abound in iron, the best material 
for their construction, and in lead and copper, important 
materials for munitions of war ; provisions also being cheap, 
and the skill reqtRsite for their construction and navigation 
being ample in this region, which already possesses the lar- 
gest steam commercial marine in the world. 

6th. Resolved, That the project of connecting the Mis- 
sissippi Biver with the lakes of the North, by a ship canal, 
and thus with the Atlantic Ocean, is a measure worthy of 
the enlightened consideration of Congress. 

7th. Resolved, That the intercourse between the Gulf of 
Mexico and the Atlantic coast ought to be preserved unim- 
paired, and ample military and naval defence, and additional 
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ligLt-liouseB and beacons, should be established along the 
coast of the Gulf of Mexico, at the most eligible points. 

8tli. Itesolved, That the gulf and lake coasts are greater 
in extent than the Atlantic seaboard ; that the interosta to 
be defended in one quarter are quite as important and alto- 
gether as national as those in the other ; and that the ex- 
penditures required for the proper defence of the gulf and 
lakes will fall tar short of what .Has been as freely voted for 
the coast defence of the Atlantic. 

9tfa. Resolved, That Congress should establish a national 
armory and foundcry at aomo point on the western waters at 
as early a period as practicable. 

10th. Bcsolved, That the marine hospital on the wcs- 
em and southern waters, the construction of which baa been 
commenced, or authorized by Congress, ought to be prose- 
cuted to completion with the least practicable delay. 

11th. Resolved, That the mail service of the West and 
!fcuth requires great improvement in speed and regularity, 
and particularly on the westcru waters. That measures 
ought to be taken for the prompt extension, by Govcm- 
meut, of the magnetic telegraph into or through the valley 
of the Mississippi. 

12tb. Resolved, That millions of acres of the public do- 
main, lying on the Mississippi Biver and its trlbularics, now 
worthless for purposes of cultivaticn, might be reclaimed by 
throwing up embankments, so as to prevent overflow ; and 
that this convention recommend such measures as may be 
deemed expedient to accomplish that object, by grant of said 
lands or an appropriation of money. 

13th, Resolved, That railroads and communications from 
the valley of the Mississippi to the South Atlantic jKirts, in 
giving great facilities to trade, greater despatches in travel- 
ling, and in developing now sources of wealth, are, in all 
IL their salutary influences on the commercial, social, and po- 
I litical relations, strongly urged upon the consideration and 
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patriotism of the people of the West ; and they are the 
more recommended as works within the power of private en- 
terprise to construct, as affording profitable investment of 
capital. 

14th. Resolved, That, in order that the earliest opportu- 
nity may be afforded for private individuals and enterprise 
to direct their capital and energies to the completion of the 
important roads projected, the convention recommend to the 
delegations present to appoint committees, charged with the 
duty of prompt and early applications to their respective 
legislatures for charters to construct such roads as may pass 
through their States ; and to ask such aid and patronage 
from said States as they in their discretion may deem proper 
and necessary to aid in the construction of the works. 

15th. Resolved, That, as many of the roads projected 
may pass through the public domain, this convention would 
respectfully urge upon the consideration of Congress the 
equity of granting the right of way and alternate sections, 
in aid of the work so situated — such grant, in the opinion 
of this convention, being no more than a fair compensation 
paid by the proprietor for the enhanced value imparted to 
the section of land retained by the Government. 

16th. Resolved, That efficient steps should be taken by 
the General Government to move and prevent the recurrence 
of the obstacles in the Mississippi, opposite the city of St. 
Louis, so that the harbor there may at all times be accessi- 
ble, as objects of public utility and of a national character, 
and entirely beyond the ability of Missouri to accomplish. 

17th. Resolved by this convention, That it is expedient 
that Congress should make an appropriation of money for 
the purpose of completing a military road from the west 
bank of the Mississippi (opposite Memphis), through the 
swamps, to the highlands in Arkansas, in the direction of 
the various military posts on the western frontier. 

18th. Resolved, That a dry-dock and convenient arrange* 
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inent for the repairs and refitting of Government vessels 
should be established at some suitable point on the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

19th. Resolved, That tlie President appoint a committee 
of five members of this convention to memorialize Congress 
on the various topics embraced in the foregoing resolutions. 

20th. Resolved, That the President appoint a committee 
of five members of this convention to address our common 
constituents on the same subjects. 

Your memorialists therefore approach your honorable 
body with the more eoofidcaee, as they believe there Ja noth- 
ing recommended in the foregoing resolutions which may not 
claim the legitimate action of Congress, and no new project 
submitted not worthy of the enJightenL-d consideration of 
that honorable body. The safe and certain communication 
between the Gulf of Mexico and the interior States of the 
West ; the improvement and preservation of the navigation 
of the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers, on which now border ten 
States and two Territories ; the connection of the northern 
lakes with the Mississippi and Atlantic by n ship canal, and 
the keeping open the mouths of the Mississippi, so as to be 
accessible at all times to the largest class of vessels ; the for- 
tifying of the gulf and the lake coast, and the erection of 
additional beacons and light-houses ; the increase of otir 
naval marine ; the establishment of naval depots, arsenals, 
dry-docks, arrjories, founderies, and marine hospitals ; the 
reclaiming a large portion of the public domain now in 
swamp ; the ceding the right of way and alternate sections 
to railroads passing through the public lands, and the insur- 
ing greater certainty and despatch to mail conveyances, 
whether of steam or magnetic power — are objects not within 
the jurisdiction of a single State to control, but common in 
their benefits to the wkoh Union, and within the powers of 
b the General Government, Without, however, B|)eculating 
I on the ceded or reserved rights of the States, your committee 
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feel confident that, under the commercial jurisdiction of the 
General (Government, and under the obligations to provide 
for the general defence^ and as a proprietor of the public 
domain, there is no power claimed in the resolutions enu- 
merated which may not be legitimately exercised by the 
Congress of the United States. If there be any doubts en- 
tertained as to the jurisdiction of the Mississippi Elver — 
which has for years been exercised in the establishment of 
ports of entry, in the erection of light-houses, and in the 
supervision of steamers, and tonnage duty imposed on them 
— it is resolved by the fact that if the power of preserving 
its navigation unimpaired, and of keeping open the commu- 
nication between establishments of its own creation, is not 
in the General Government, it is to be found nowhere, for 
no one State or Territory can claim or perform what belongs 
to and requires the joint action of the many ; and the free 
and uninterrupted navigation of which is indispensable, 
whether for the purpose of general trade or the means of 
general defence. 

Belying, therefore, on the legitimate powers of the Con- 
gress of the United States, the committee, in behalf of the 
States bordering on the Mississippi and northern lakes, and 
of the Gulf of Mexico, represented at the Memphis Conven- 
tion, do most earnestly urge on the grave consideration of 
your honorable body the early and efficient exercise of your 
powera on all the objects enumerated in the resolutions, and 
which, in the opinion of the people of the West, have not 
hitherto commanded that attention which their importance 
would seem to claim from your legislation. 

The valley of the Mississippi is no longer a Territory or 
a frontier : it has now become the " bone and sinew"— the 
centre of the Union ; standing midway between those States 
on the Atlantic which first gave life and impulse to our free 
and liberal institutions, and those which, under the silent 
but certain influences of those institutions, are destined to 
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fbmi new stars, to the very borders of the Pacific, iii the 
Americnn conatellatioa. In the rapid progress of improve- 
ment, the vulley now DumberB ten sovereign and indepen- 
dent States, who have bccorao parties to the compact of the 
ohl thirteen, and contains ten millions of inhabitants, with 
Rn internal and export trade transcending all other parts of 
like extent and population in the world, and very nearly equal 
to the entire export and import trade of the United States. 
Not one tentli of its reaources, either in agricultural, com- 
mercial, manufacturing, or mineral wealth, has as yet been 
developed. It is difficult for the most sanguine to estimate 
or rightly appreciate the destinies yet in store for this fa- 
vored land of promise. It has, however, but one natural 
outlet to the highway of nations — but one common channel 
on which must lioat to market the annual productive indus- 
try of its enterprising and increasing population. This con- 
centration of all its trade — of all its external and internal 
corumunicntions — on but nno common avenue, renders it the 
still more important and necessary that the navigation of 
that highway for all public purjiosea should be preserved 
unimpaired, and its mouths kept unobstructed by the annual 
alluvial deposits brought down by the descending currents 
of its tributary streama. Your memorialists are bewildered 
by the mere speculation of what would be the terrible con- 
sequences to the commercial, social, and political relations 
of those United States, if, like the Kilo (an event not at all 
impossible), the Mississippi should be closed to the ingreaa 
and egi-ess of foreign shipping. That river Is aa important 
to States on the Atlantic as is the Atlantic to the commu- 
nities bordering on the river. They are both highways of 
commerce, and in all their relations to the States of the 
Union exeixising an intluencc so common in their benefits to 
the whole, as to demand, as your memorialists believe it will, 
t the supervision and protection of the general representatives 
I in Congress. Tiie United States of America may, for the 
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present, be divided into three grand sections : First, the 
States bordering on the Atlantic ; second, those bordering 
on the Northern lakes ; and, third, those oh the Gulf of 
Mexico, and, what may be considered an arm of that gulf, 
the Mississippi. The legislation of Congress has, with a 
vigilant eye and a liberal hand, fulfilled all its obligations to 
the first section. Hundreds of thousands of dollars have 
been expended on a preliminary work of a coast survey, to 
ascertain with accuracy its longitudes and latitudes, and to 
lay down with precision its headlands and its shoals ; light- 
houses attract notice at every entrance, and beacons on every 
prominent point indicate the shoals on the coast which en- 
danger navigation. So illuminated is the Atlantic horizon 
by these commercial stars, that the navigator scarcely has 
passed one on his stern but another casts its light on his 
bow. Its harbors, from St. Croix to Cape Florida, have 
been examined, surveyed, and resurveyed — some of them 
improved, and all of them fortified. A system of military 
and naval preparations for defence has long been perfected, 
and in that section is in rapid progress of completion. The 
annual appropriations show the large sums which have been 
applied in the building of naval stations, dry-docks, marine 
hospitals, in the furnishing of the materials of war, in the 
erecting of arsenals and armories, and in the casting of can- 
non. Under, likewise, the powers of the Post-oflSce De- 
partment, a system has been organized by which intelligence 
by mails and the magnetic telegraph is extended to every 
village, town, and city on the Atlantic, with all the certainty 
and speed practicable. 

On the lake border the admonitions of the late war and 
its frontier relation to a foreign power have early attracted 
attention to the improvement of its harbors, in the erecting 
of light-houses, and in the military and naval preparations 
in progress of completion ; and although much is yet left 
unaccomplished in that important section, your memoriaUsts 
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feel aasured that it will continue to claim the impartial legis- 
lation of Congress. 

In behalf of the last, and by no means the least important 
Bection of the Union, whether we estimate, in the comparison, 
its population, its productive industry, the capabilities of itH 
BoilSj its varied agricultural and animal productions, its luanu- 
facturing powers, and its inexhaustible minenil resources ; — in 
behalf of this vast valley of the Mississippi, and of the Gulf 
of Mexico, now extending from the capes of Florida to the 
Rio del Norte ; of this centre assemblage of independent 
nations ; of this midland hody of the American eagle, whoso 
eastern and western wings are now expanding fixim the At- 
lantic to the Pacific, your memorialiBts ask no more than an 
eqtiitahla anil just proportional legislation for Iheir common 
inleresta and protection within the legitimate powers of the 
General Government, which has been and la still annually 
claiming the consideration and action of your honorable body 
on the Atlantic, and lake sections ; they ask, not as a boon, 
but in Justice and for cotiimon good, that the rivers Missis- 
sippi and Ohio be kept open, and their navigation, as far as 
practicable, be preserved unimpaired at all times to the gulf, 
believing, as they havo been sustained by the unanimous 
voice of the Memphis Convention, that those rivers, but in a 
vastly greater and more imposing degree, hear the same mili- 
tary and commercial relations to the Gulf uf Mexico as does 
the Chesapeake to the Atlantic. It is the right and strong 
arn. of the Mexican gulf — as essential to its defence in time 
of war, as it is important to its commerce in the more pacific 
days of peace. But for the facilities which the Mississippi 
afforded for the transportation of the personnel and materiel of 
war, the triumphs of the 8th of January would pmhably have 
never been achieved ; and the Delta of Orleans would have 
fallen an easy victim into the hands of the invader. The 
angry floods, however, of that mighty stream, at the hour of 
danger, came to the rescue of Jackson, and inundated the 
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plains of menaced Orleans^ with stout hearts and strong 
armS; in the hour of need, as it now does its lev(?e with the 
rich productions which nourish and animate its trade. In 
its commercial, as well as its military relations to the gult 
frontier, the Mississippi claims the consideration of Congress ; 
and to that honorable body your memorialists are instracted 
to appeal for the appropriations which, on examination, may 
be found necessary to preserve, unimpaired the navigation of 
the Mississippi and of the gulf, and for those military and 
naval preparations in peace which may be essential in time of 
war. Under the first division are included light-houses, 
fortifications, arsenals, and a national armory and fonndery. 
In but few of the harbora of the gulf are there at present 
any fortifications. Many of them still remain exposed, while 
in others the works are incomplete, and most of those finished 
destitute of armament. The key of the gulf, at Key West 
and the Tortugas, still remains unoccupied ; and although 
examined and reported upon many years since most favorably 
by a board of both military and naval engineers, as thejpoin^ 
which not only commands the entrance, but would exercise 
a powerful control over that whole inland sea, the appropria- 
tions have as yet been limited to a sum scarcely adequate 
to prepare the ground for a foundation. While on the sub- 
ject, your memorialists may be permitted to advert to the 
fiict that no part of the world affords greater facilities for 
the construction of works of defence than do the Keys of 
Florida. The most important and costly material (the stone) 
may be quarried on the spot, and of a quality for durability 
such as has stood the test of *ages in the impregnable forti- 
fications at Havana. As natural appendages to these forti- 
fications in the gulf, your memorialists ask for armories, 
arsenals, and founderies on the western waters ; and in this 
appeal they are sustained by the consideration that munttioDS 
of war should be held in deposit at the most eligible point 
nearest where they may be required for use, and by the fact 
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that no part of the Union can fumiali better locations for 
sach eatablishments, where the materials, the labor, and the 
skill can all be commanded on the sjiot, and ajiplied with 
the greatest economy. The mineral wealth of the West ia not 
unknown. Most of the materials now used in the eastern 
armories, particularly iron, lead, and copper, arc drawn from 
the Mississippi valley, manufactured and returned in a new 
form for use at the place whence first removed, 

Oneof the resolutions relates to a national foundery ; and 
your memorialists have been directed to impress this object 
particularly on Ihe notice of your honorable body, as such an 
iistablishment, though often recommended, has not hitherto 
met the sanction of Congress, Our cannon are cast by 
contract ; the arm which, of all others (as it endangere the 
lives of those who use it as well as of those against whom di- 
rected), sliould require the lights of science, and vigilant in- 
spection in preparing the material for casting. "Whatever 
may have been the past fidelity with which contractors have 
fulfilled their obligations, the melancholy catastrophe on 
board the Princeton inculcates a lesson, that the cannon, 
like the arms, on which the United States rely for success 
in war, should be fabricated in establishments under the sole 
direction and government of competent, scientific, and re- 
Bponsible officers of the army. In the naval defences of the 
gulf, the resolutions of the convention enumerate the con- 
sti^ction of war steamers, tiie establishment of marine hos- 
pitals, and of dry-docks. These are all appendages of naval 
preparations for defence, and the same arguments which 
enforce the propriety of the constructiun of armories and 
founderies on the western waters apply with equal force to 
those vessels of war, and establishments connected with the 
naval system. If iron steamei-s, for purposes of war, should 
become the policy of our Grovemment, the western country, 
ia the material, skill, and economy of labor at band, will 
furnish the elements by which they may be cheapest con- 
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structed, and the consideration which should induce their 
construction in the West. Marine hospitals are so essentially 
a part of the naval system, that the neglect of these estab- 
lishments on the western waters, for the comfort and relief of 
the sailor, under all the exposure, hazards, and sufferings of 
his adventurous profession, is more a matter of surprise than 
of complaint. Your memorialists, therefore, believe that it 
is only necessary to advert to the fact to claim for these es- 
tablishments your earliest action. Dry-docks, for e.^amina- 
tion and repair in the Gulf of Mexico, would seem to be an 
indispensable part of a navy yard. 

The Mexican gulf is isolated, and the intricacies of the 
navigation by the Florida capes and reefs add both to the 
hazard and the time necessary to accomplish a voyage to the 
Atlantic ports. The naval force, therefore, operating in the 
gulf may often be embarrassed for the want of the means of 
supply, and refitting at yards near at hand. A recent oc- 
currence, and at a critical moment, furnished the strongest 
argument in favor of the policy suggested. The Potomac, 
the flag-ship of the commodore, though direct from a dock 
on the Atlantic, was found defective on her arrival in the 
gulf. Though every expedient which ingenuity could devise 
at the Pcnsacola yard was resorted to, her leaks could neither 
be discovered nor remedied. One day in dock would have 
sufficed for examination, and a few more in addition repaired 
her for service ; but the want of a dock compelled the com- 
modore to send her north, and her condition required an es- 
cort. Thus, at a critical period, the flag-ship and her con- 
sort were withdrawn from a fleet then engaged on a most 
important enterprise, in which the co-operation of these two 
vessels might have been indispensable to success. 

On the mail facilities, to which one of the resolutions re- 
lates, your memorialists do not deem it necessary to enlarge, 
as the able head of the Post-office Department is from the 
West, and cannot be indifferent to the necessity of prompt- 
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ness and despatch of the mail, or to the wants of that grow- 
ing and rapidly improving section, where towns, villages, and 
communities, all requiring mail facilities, rise like magic, and 
have confidence that the General Government will extend to 
them the same despatch and cwtainty in transmitting mail 
intelligence, whether by steam, horse, or magnetic power, 
which is afforded to other parts of the Union. The resolu- 
tions which relate to the removal o£ the obstacles in the 
Mississippi Biver, at St. Louis, and for nn appropiiation for 
completing the military road (opposite Memphis) to the 
high lands in Arkansas, were objected to by many of the 
members of the general committee and convention as in con- 
flict with the rule of entertaining no question which involved 
a difference of opinion on the powers of the General Govern- 
ment. They were, however, after some discussion, imssed 
by a majority of the convention. Your memorialists, thei-e- 
fore, in presenting these among the other objects claiming 
your patronage, are bound to state the fact, that those who 
dissented from the majority of the convention may not be 
considered as committed as to the legitimate jwwer to whom 
application for the remedy asked should be made. The ob- 
Btnictions in tlio river at St. Louis alluded to are truly 
alarming to that enterprising and populous city. They are 
threatened with the possibility of their losing their position 
un the river, and of being transformed from a seaport to an 
inland town ; and the subject of remedy merits, as we have 
no douht it will receive, the consideration of your honorable 
body as to the extent to which relief can be extended. 

The i-oad through the swamp to the high lands of Atkan- 
sas was deemed of sufficient military importance, many years 
ago, to command the action of Government. It was surveyed, 
located, and in- [mrt finished hy appropriations made by 
Congress, The recommendations in favor of the pubHc im- 
portance of the road not; only remain in full force, but are 
Btronger, under the influences of the present day, now that 
VOL. V. — 20 
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the tide of emigration at full flood is setting West, and the 
great width and impassable character of the Mississippi 
swamp present such insuperable obstacles elsewhere to a com- 
munication with the high lands in the interior. 

The 6th resolution is on the project " of connecting the 
Mississippi River with the lakes of the North by a ship canal, 
and thus with the Atlantic Ocean," and is presented as a 
measure worthy " the enlightened consideration of Congress." 
As a mere speculative improvement, within the limits of a 
single State, simply to open a new channel between other 
natural outlets of commerce, this project could claim proba- 
bly no action from your honorable body. As a ship canal (if 
practicable) connecting the northern lakes of the Mississippi 
with the Gulf of Mexico, it may, however, under the powers 
of the General Government to provide for the general defence, 
merit "the enlightened consideration of Congress." The 
frontiers of the lakes and gulf are now disconnected. They 
are in opposite directions, and at the extreme points of the 
Union ; and the naval forces intended for the defence of 
cither must be local, prepared for that specific object. By 
no means could they now l)e made to combine or co-operate 
together. If the Mississippi, however, could be made naviga- 
ble at all seasons for war steamers, and a communication of 
like capacity could be opened between that river and north- 
ern lakes, it must be apparent to your honorable body that 
the project might be made to contribute most essentially to 
the security of the country in time of war, not merely in the 
great despatch secured, but in the greater economy in the 
application of the means to the end. It would enable our 
fleets to circumnavigate three quarters of the circle of the 
Union. It would enable one fleet to act on two frontiers, or 
two fleets to combine and co-operate, whether in the gulf or 
lakes, wherever danger called. The practicability of the pro- 
ject, established by scientific examination and survey, audits 
policy, as a means of protection, would merit grave considero- 
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tion. Tfas reGolutions relating to the reclaiming of tlie 
swamps of the Mississippi, and to the patronage of the Gen- 
eral Government in hehalf of railroads, come within the powers 
and jurisdiction of Congress as a land proprietor. It is well 
known that the Mississippi, in its downward course to the 
gulf, inundates, in its annual floods, nn immense domain 
on both of its hanks. Uncontrollable when the mountain 
elevations are discharging their accumulated waters, a bound- 
less and agitated sea is presented, alarming even to those who 
have not in their improvements encroached on the low lands. 
Tlie settlements of the emigrants and the labor of years have 
often been destroyed in a night, and during this period of 
flood all iotercoursc between the high lands east and west is 
cut off. At no point on the Mississippi are bluffs on one 
side met by corresponding headlands on the other ; and thus 
it is only during the period of low waters that any intercourse 
between the hither and thither sides of the Mississippi can be 
maintained. These swamps, however, thus formed from 
alluvions of the river, are among the most fertile lands of the 
West, and, like those of the Nile, derive fresh vigor and fertil- 
ity from every inundation. If they could be rendered safe 
from these overflowings, they would be the garden spot of 
the United States, and cnntrihutc more to the wealth and 
subsistence of man than any jKirtion of similar extent in the 
world. Most of the lands are owned by the United States, 
Private enterprise cannot improve them, and no project of 
reclamation can be carried on but by the combined operation 
of all concerned. The motive and considemtion to reclaim 
them is founded in the fact of the enhanced value which 
will be imparted. The lands in their present condition are 
worthless ; reclaimed, they would he of inestimable value ; 
and your memorialists present, therefore, to your honorable 
body as worthy of consideration, the appropriation of a part, or 
some other plan which in your wisdom would seem more ap- 
propriate and practicable, by which these swamps may bo 
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recLiiined for cultivation, and Government indemnified fox 
the portion surrendered in the enchanced value of the part 
retained. 

Intimately connected with this subject is the improvement 
of the navigation of the Mississippi The science of the 
engineer has been bewildered on the subject of the improve- 
ment of rivers. Those free from rock, and which, like the 
Missi^ippi, course through alluvial formations inundating its 
banks, depositing and making the very soils through which 
they cut, are uncontrollable and most difficult of improve- 
ment. A great engineer in England, when substituting a 
canal for a river, is known to have exclaimed in explanation, 
"that rivers were made to feed canals." The expenditures 
on the Mississippi thus far, if reports are to be credited, have 
produced no results corresponding to the vast sums appropri* 
ated. Where the channel has been straightened at one point, 
it has been lengthened at another, and obstructions or de- 
posits in one bend have only been transferred in their re- 
moval to another. Sawyers and planters have in one season 
been reduced in number, to be replaced the succeeding one. 
The only fact clearly established — and it is one to which at- 
teutiuii should be particularly directed, as bearing with j)ecu- 
liar inliueiicc on the proposition submitted — is, that where 
the banks of the Mississippi have been leveed, and prevented 
from inundating the swamps, the spring rises are scarcely 
perceptible, and the surplus waters are discharged by deejKH- 
inrj tilt bed ; its currents no longer able to rise and expand 
over a wider surface, they have to deei)en the bed to furnish 
vent fur the waters to be discharged. This is particularly 
the characteristic of the river below Natchez — the hijrhest 
point of continued embankments ; the river from thence to 
its mouth is comparatively uninterrupted, and presents few 
or no sand-bars obstructing its navigation. Opposite New 
Orleans its depth is very great ; and, as the city authorities 
encroach on the river, it either deepens its bed, or cuts from 
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llie opposite shore. The reclaiming, tberefore, the ewnmpB, 
and confiaiDg the river to its bed, will deepen it, and do more 
to preserve unimpaired the nnvigation of the Mississippi, than 
alt the projects which have hitherto been devised or acted on 
for its improvement. The suggestion, however, is worthy of 
examination ; and it is the stronger recommended, as it may 
ttccorapiish a great object at comparatively little cost. The 
swamps of the Mississippi, now worthless, and made so by 
the inundations of that river, may bo made, by their own re- 
clamation, the instmraents of improving the navigation of 
that stream. 

The last resolution, on the subject of railroads, invokes 
no aid from your honorable body but such, as a proprietor of 
the public land, it may be for the interest of the Government 
to grant, and which would, in all similar instances, be cheer- 
fully ceded by private individuals through whose domain a 
railroad might pass. The projects which received the favor- 
able consideration of the convention were roads passing at 
right angles to the natural outlets or avenues of trade ; 
crossing the ridges and mountains, and intersecting interior 
districts remote from navigation, and hitherto, from their se- 
cluded situation, uf little value. They develope, therefore, 
new sources of agricidtural and mineral wealth, and bring 
into more intimate commercial and political relations the west 
with the south Atlantic border, hitherto estranged from each 
other by the interposition of mountain elevations. These 
roads are in the direction from the seajiorts of South Carolina 
and Georgia — first, iu a north-western direction to Nashville, 
on the Cumberland ; second, to Memphis, on the Mississippi ; 
third, by Montgomery to Vicksbui^, Grand Gulf, and Nat- 
cliez ; fourth, from Montgomery to Pensaeola, Mobile and 
New Orleans. Though these roads, in their incipient con- 
ception, are made to terminate on the Gulf of Mexico and 
the Mississippi, they must and will advance with the on- 
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ward population west, and find no termini short of the 
Pacific, 

Sections of these roads, many of them, have been com- 
menced, some finished, others in progress. They are all 
within the powers of the States and territories through which 
they pass to construct, and all present sufficient objects for 
private enterprise to embark on. Your memorialists, there- 
fore, in behalf of the Memphis Convention, do not ask of your 
honomble body pecuniary appropriations in aid of these un- 
dertakings, but, simply, that you will, by a general law, grant 
the right of way, and the alternate sections to those roads 
which pass throughout the public domain ; and they ask this 
with the more confidence, as, from the interior position of 
the country through which these roads will course, they will 
bring into notice lands now of little value, and will, in the 
appreciation of the sections retained, more than remunerate 
Government for the sections surrendered. Were your me- 
morialists, however, authorized by the convention, they 
might transcend the hmits of their application for public 
patronage, by showing that there is more than a conunon in- 
terest in all the commercial, social, political, and moral in- 
fluences which these railways are destined to exercise on the 
whole United States. Steam has, in its application to ma- 
chinery and navigation, revolutionized the world ; and in its 
last application in the locomotive on land, it has achieved its 
greatest triumph. The antiquated notion that repubHcs 
could not cover space, and were only adapted to communities 
limited in territory and population ; the morbid sensibility 
of patriots now no more, and the sickening apprehension of 
living statesmen tliat our confederation of nations would be 
weakened by expansion, or break down by the ponderous 
power of its own weight, have all been dissipated by the de- 
velopments of steam on railways. By the magical flights of 
the locomotive, and the magnetic influence of the telegraph, 
distant worlds have been brought into close communion, 
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ppace has been annihilated, rivers leaped, and mountain ele- 
vations been subdued. The most remote communitiea have 
been narrowed into neighborhoods, and Boston and Charles- 
ton, by continuous railways, have, aa to time, been brought 
nearer to the capitol at Washington than are many of the 
contiguous counties of Maryland and Virginia^ TIjese roads, 
then, extending with our population — following in close suc- 
cession the emigrant's track to the West, •making him feel 
that he has not separated from his kindred and friends — will 
prove the sui^est guarantees of that Union which a common 
origin, common synjpathies, and common institutions gave 
rise to, and fidelity to which can alone perpetuate. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient 
• servant, 

James Gadsden, of South Carolina, 
Chab-man, and in behalf of Committee. 
J. Guthrie, of Kentucky, 
K. Babtos, of Mississippi, 
Leroy Pope, of Tennessee, 
J. Ldca, of Missouri. 



CORRESPONDENCE 

In relation to the Annexation of Texas. 
PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 

[It may be of some interest to the general reader to accom- 
pany the publication of the following papers with a brief state- 
ment of the principal facts and circumstances connected with them, 
which occurred previous to the execution of the treaty. 

Texas, in 1836, threw off the Mexican yoke, and by the deci- 
sive battle of San Jacinto establiabcd her independence. In the 
■amo year she adopted her conatitution, and by an almost unani 
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mous vote of her people, declared her wish to be , incorporated inU 
our Union. The parties and leading politicians of this country were, 
however, too much absorbed in the Presidential election to pay any at- 
tention to the subject, though more than once brought to the notice 
of the Executive and Legislative Departments of the Government. 
In 1837, a formal proposition to the same effect was made by 
Texas, but, for reasons not more elevated or patriotic, it was de- 
clined. The same result attended a similar effort of the friends of 
Texas in 1840, when the Presidential election again interposed 
impediments. Sill earnest in her desire to attain an object so es- 
sential to the prosperity and peace of the two countries, Texas, 
again, in 1842, proposed to open negotiations; but owing, doubt- 
less, to the political complexion of the Cabinet, her advances were 
coldly repelled, and she was driven to seek for sympathy and pro- 
tection in other quarters. Entangling alliances with foreign Gov- 
ernments of a different political structure, she did not willingly 
seek ; but she was compelled, by the unwise conduct of our own, 
combined with a sense of weakness, physical and financial, to look 
to them, although they might involve future calamity, as the only 
means of averting present and imminent danger. The British 
Government, it was believed, stood ready to throw its protecting 
shield over her, on certain conditions which, though well understood 
now, were then matters of inference. Urged, probably, by consid- 
erations connected with this subject, the President (Mr. Tyler), 
ever zealous in the cause of Texas, felt the necessity of reorganizing 
bis cabinet ; and, in the following year, Mr. Upshur was called to 
occupy the place of Mr. Webster, as Secretary of State. To his 
zeal, vigilance, industry and profound statesmanship, cordially sus- 
tained as he was ly the Executive, the country is, in no small de- 
gree, indebted for the renewal of the negotiation, and the final 
consummation of a measure so important to both countries. 

In June, 1843, the Worldh Co/iventioyi^ as it was called, a 
body which obtained an infamous notoriety at the time, as well on 
account of the material of which it was composed, as of its mad 
and mischievous schemes, assembled in London. One of its prin- 
cipal objects, perhaps the only one which interested the American, 
or (to speak more properly) the N^io England delegation, was to 
urge on the British Government the importance of Becoring the 
abolition of slavery in Texas, as the most efiectoal means of in- 
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Tolring Iheir owq country in a civil ftnd servile war ; and, finally, 
of diasolWng the Union. To thts enJ, they waited in a body od 
Lord Aberdeen, tbc principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, and proposed tbat the British GoTernmi^nt should cither 
make a loan, baaed on the security of the public lands of Tesaa, or 
at least guarantee the psymcDt of interest on surli a loan, to be de- 
voted exclusively to the abolition of slavery within its limits. 
Some doobt still rests on the immediate result of this propositi : 
for, although in his interview, at a Eubsc({ueiit date, with tbe Min- 
ister of the United States, Mr. Everett (who, it would seem, was 
strangely ignorant of this and other previous mnvcnienls connected 
with the subject, or, not less atraagely, unimpressed with their im- 
portance), Lord Aberdeen statts that " he gave them no counte- 
nance whatever," yet, he admits, at the same time, " he informed 
them that, by every proper means of influence " (terms of very vague 
and unsettled signification), he would eneouragu tlie abolition of 
slavery^ and that he had recommended the Mczicsn Government 
to interest itself in the matter." In what mode, he does not state ; 
and the only reasonable inferonee that can be drawn from the Ian- 
gnage is, that the aeknowledgraent, ou the part of Mexico, of the 
independence of Texas — a power formally recogniaed as independent 
by his own Government, — should depend, in some measure at least, 
on the abolition of slavery within its limits, — a condition which 
he had not directly assumed the responsibility of imposing when 
the acknowledgment of Texan independence was pending before hid 
Government. Without minutely inquiring into the theory of poli- 
tical morals, we might well ask whether the usurer's practice of 
speculating on tbe necessities of his victim be recognised as lawful 
in the code of British diplomacy; whether this indirect eiercisa of 
power over a feeble and friendly State, seeking aid and protection, 
be in itself, or because indirect, one of the "p/oj<cr Means of in- 
fluence," and gives a moral sanction to the tnd contemplated ? 
To the United States, — the power most deeply interested, — it was 
quite immaterial whether a loan of monej-, — or a guarantee of in- 
terest on a loan, — or tbe exercise of influeuoe over Mexico, should 
be selected as tlie " proper means" to involve them, through Texas, 
in the greatest conceivable calamity, Mr. Everett, however, does 
not, from the correspondence, seem to have questioned cither the 
ethics or objects of the Secretary. 
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But tlicro irae about the eame time another interview lictwccc 
Lord Aberdeen and a general committee of the Convention, at 
wtiich Mr. Smith, the Tcsan Cliarg6 d' Affaires was preeent, and wbc 
stated to Mr. Everett that, during tlie conversation, his lordship "aa- 
Bored the committee tliat the British UovernmcDt would cn^loy all 
UgUimate jiieiins iu their power to attain so great and desirabto an 
object ; " and that one of the members of the committee afterwards 
" informed him that, in their interview with Lord Aberdeen, his 
lordship made observations which warranted them in saying that the 
British Government would guarantee, if nccessuiy" (i. c, if the 
effort throu-^h Mexico should fail?) " the interest of a loan which 
should be raised and applied to the abolition of slavery' in Tesas; 
but not of a Texan loan for anj other purpose whatever,"' Set, 
notwithstanding these factx, Lord Aberdeen, in reply to a note of 
Mr. Smith addressed to him on the subject, says that ho (Mr, 8.) 
" does the British Government no more than justice, in forbearing 
to impute to them any design to interfere with the internal concerns 
of Texas in reference to slavery ! " 

Again; at a subseciuent date, " in a long interview with Lord 
Aberdeen, at bis request," 3Ir. Everett informs us that, in allusiun 
to the interest felt on the subject in the United States, Lord Aber- 
deen replied, " that ho felt the delicacy and importance of the sub- 
ject, — repeated the allusion made in the former interview to the 
iitate of public sentiment in England, — and said that, while it could 
not be expected of her Majesty's Governmout to hold a language, 
or pursue a policy at variance with the opinions which they shared 
in common with the whole country, yet he should certainly think 
it right not to give any just cause of complaint to the United States. 
As far as Tesas was dii-evtly concerned, they had, as be had already 
informed me, made no proposition to Iter whatever. They had coii' 
nccteil the subject of the abolition of slavery in Texas, with a re- 
Qommendation to Moiioo to acknowledge her indepenJeooe." 

Such were the objects, — BQch, in part, the means of effecting 
them, — and such the justification, on the part of the British GoTcru- 
ment, for interfering with the domestic institutions of a friendly and 
feeble power; — institutions which, from their very nature and the 
contiguity of the two countries, were inseparably and (had her diplo- 
macy prevailed) fatally connected with the peace, safety, and pros- 
perity of the Uuited States. And yet it docs not appear from the 
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jiublislied correspondence, that either the juetice, propriety, or 
sufficiency of these were, in anj manner, called in qneation by Mr. 
Everett, not even when they Lad produced the most profonnd aen- 
sation throughout the UnioD. ludeed, it would seem that he waa 
entirely ignorant of these diplomatio roanceuvreB and macLiua- 
tioaa, or that he deemed them of too little moment to he made the 
suhjcct of a communication. The first intimation received hy the 
Government, in regard to them, was derived from a private source, 
and through the agency, we believe, of Sir. Calhoun. The next 
was through the columns of a London paper, containing a report 
of a conversation between Lords Brougham and Aberdeen, which 
occurred in the House of Lords on the 18th of August, 1643, and 
which, as the reader may not have the paper in his possession, we 
venture to extract. It is in the following words : — 

"Tmar— la tlio IIouM of LorJB, on rridny, tlic 16th August, LorO 
Brouglmm introdueeii the subject of Texas aadTexon aloveryia llie following 
miuiiier : 

" Lord Brongbam aaid that, Kiting hia noble friend at the head of tlie 
Foreign Deportment in hU place, he wished to obtain some information frotn 
him leiative (o a State of great interest at the present time, nanielj, Texas. 
That country was in a state of independence, do facto, hut its independence 
had never been nclinowledged bj Mexico, the State from which it was torn 
by the events of the revolntiOD. lie was aware that Ita independence hod 
been so far ntknowledgcd hy this tountry that we had a treaty with it, 

"The importance of Texas could not be underrated. It was a country of 
the greatust capabililiee, and Was in extent full; as large as France It pos- 
sessed a soil of the finest and most fertile character, and it was capable of 
producing nearly all tropical produce, and its climate was of a roost henllhj 
character. It had access to the Gulf of Mexico, through the river Misaia- 
rippi, with which it commnnicated by means of the Red River. The popu- 
lation of the country was said to exceed SlO.OtX), hut he had beeu assured 
by a gendcman who came from that country, and who was a member of the 
some profession as himself, that the whole populalioD, free and bIbvcs, white 
and colored, did not exceed 100,000; but ho was grieved to learn that not 
less thoa one fourth of the population, or SS.OOO pereois, were in a state of 
slavery. This point led him to the foundation of the question which he 
wished to put to Ilia noble friend. There was very little or no slave trade 
carried on with Texas from Africa, directly; but a large number of slavea 
were constantly being seat overland lo that country. Although the major 
part of tlic laud in Texas was well adapted for white labor, and (herefore for 
free cultivation, still the people of that country, by some strange infatuation, 
or by some inordinate love of iuimediate gaia, preferred stave labor to but 
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labor. As all access to the Afi-ican slave maricet was shnt out to them, theii 
market for slaves was the United States, from whence they obtained a lai^ 
supply of negro slaves. The markets from whence they obtained their sinpply 
of slaves were Georgia, the Carolinas, and Virginia, which States constantly 
sent their surplus slave population, which would otherwise be a burden to 
them, to the Texan market No doubt it was true, as has been stated, that 
they treated their slaves tolerably well, because they knew that it was for theb 
interest to rear them, as they had such a profitable market for them in Texaai 
This made him irresistibly anxious for the abolition of slavery in Texas ; f<if 
if it were abolished iJiere, not only tcould that country he cultivated by free and 
white labor, but it tcould put a stop to the habit of breeding dctvet for the Texan 
market. The consequence would be^ that they would solve this great question in 
the history of the United States, for it must ultimately end in the abolition of 
slavery in America, He therefore looked forward most anxiously to the abolition 
of slavery in Texas, as lie ufas convinced that it would ultimately end in the ab<h 
lition of slavery throughout the whole of America. He knew that the Texans 
would do much, as regarded the abolition of slavery, if Mexico could be 
induced to recognize their independence. If, therefore, by our good offices, 
we could get tlie Jfencan Government to acknowledge the independence of Texas, 
he would suggest a hope that it might terminate in the abolition of slavery in 
Texas, and ultimately the whole of the Southern States of AmericcL. The abo- 
lition of slavery in Texas must put an end to one of the most execrable crimes 
(for he would not designate it by the honorable name of traffic) that could 
disgrace a people, nafnely, the rearing and breeding of slaves, or the being 
engaged in the sale of our fellow-creatures. lie therefore hoped that his 
noble friend would have no difficulty in letting him know whether he could 
give any information as to the state of the negotiations on this subject, or as 
to the nature of the instructions that had been given to our minister in that 
country. If the production of such documents in the furnishing such in- 
formation was not suitable at the present moment, he would not press his 
noble friend ; but he had no doubt that his noble friend could confirm his 
statement, and he trusted that the government would not lose any oppor- 
tunity of pressing the subject whenever they could do so with a hope of 
success." 

*' The Earl of Aberdeen, in reply, said that he could state that not only 
had this country acknowledged the independence of Texas, but also that we 
had a treaty of commerce and a treaty for the abolition of the slave trade 
with that power. lie did not believe that there was any importation of 
slaves into Texas by sea, but it was true that there was a large importation 
of slaves from the United States into that country. Inmiediately on the ne- 
gotiations being entered on with Texas, the utmost endeavors of this country 
were used to put an end to the war which prevented the full and entire 
recognition of the independence of Texas by Mexico. Their endeavors had 
met with very great difficulties ; and he was unable to say that there was an 
immediate prospect of obtaining the recognition of the independence of 
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Ttxta an th« part of Mesico ; bul it was with great plensnre that be was «bla 
to saj that, probablj, the Grat step to tbii bad been obtained, Dumelj : tbat 
■a amiiatioe had been eatabliehed between the two powers ; and be hoped 
that this would lead to the nbaolute apkuowledgment ot Uie independence ot 
Teuu bj' Ueiic^o. The armistice waa an important step to oblaia; and he 
Med hardlj/ tay/ thai erery tffort on (Ae part of Her ifajrili/'i Oovemiiifil 
uouid Itad to that rtiuU tchich >km amtemplated by hii noble frimd, Sc lea* 
ture thai he tucd hardig tag that no one wa> more anxioiit tha» himtel/ to it 
IhfabolUion of ilacerg in Tejxu ; and if ha cotdd not canimt to pTodane paptn, 
or to give further information, U did not oriti from indiffermti. but from quite 
9 nonlrary reaton. In the pretenl flate of the negoliationt betaeea the too 
coantrirtin gaettion.it hduU not eontribuie to the endlhri/ had in tim if he then 
'zprtined ang opinion at to the ttate of tbote neffotialioiii ; but /le could aMnr* 
hit noble fritnd that, by meant of uri/ing the negoliation; at tcrll at by every 
other meant in Iheir power, Iler H^jeity'tminittert uouldprett Ihii matter. 

" Lord Brougham observed that nothioj; could be more satisfogtorjr than 
the ntatement of his nnUe friend, which vonid be receirod with joy by all 
who were farorable to the object of the auti-Blaverj' societies." 

ThcBfi facts and oircumBtnnces, tbua brought to the notice of the 
GoverDment, excited the profoundest intcrcHt, and the FrcHidcnt 
immediately directed tlat a despatch bo prepared and forwarded 
to Mr. Everutt, with instructions to apply directly to Lord Aber- 
deen with the view of obtaining distinctly the intentions and pur- 
poses of the British Government in reference to the subject, Ac- 
cordingly, on the 28th of September, 1843, Mr. Upshur addressed 
to Mr. Everett two coraraunieationa, — the one public, the other con- 
fidential, — in which the whole subject, in all its various sud momcn- 
tous bearings on the peace, the security, and the prosperity of the 
United States, was ably and elaborately discussed. Few papers, in 
the annuls of our diplomauy, e<jual them in clearness, vigor, profound 
reflection and far-reacbiug forcsightedness. The views they pre- 
sented, the positions they assumed, the principles they advanced, 
were sustained, with irresistible force, by reason, justice and 
truth ; and the Minister was authorized to avail himself of them in 
bringing the subject to the attention of Lord Aberdeen. This 
privilege, however, docs not appear to have been exercised. In 
giving an account of two subsequent interviews with the British 
Secretary, Mr. Everett does not state that the substance of these 
papers was submitted to him. He only mentions, incidentally, 
that, " in the long interview," " I told him he must not be sorpriaed 
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at the interest' taken in the subject, in the United States, when hs 
remembered that Texas and the United States were border coun- 
tries, and the necessary effect of the abolition in TezaSj on slavery 
as existing in the Unions This gentle admonition, founded on 
the " interest taken in the subject in the United States," was as 
gently returned, on the part of the British Minister, by '' an allu- 
sion to the state of public sentiment in England ; " and the subject, 
so far as we learn from the correspondence, was dismissed. It does 
not appear that the British Government was in possession of the 
views of ours on the subject, until after the execution of the Treaty 
of Annexation, when they were communicated to its Minister at 
Washington by Mr. Calhoun. 

Be this, however, as it may, the purpose and policy pf the Brit- 
ish Cabinet could not be doubted ; and the question was of too 
urgent and important a nature to admit of delay. Even then, it 
was by no means certain, that Texas, repulsed by the folly — to say 
the least of it — of our Government, and driven by the pressing ne- 
cessities of her peculiar position, had not been seduced or con- 
strained to enter into some agreement or alliance which would for 
ever exclude her from the pale of our Federal Union. Urged by 
these considerations, Mr. Upshur, under the direction of the Presi- 
dent, addressed a note, dated October 16th, 1843, to the Texan 
Charge d'Affaires at Washington, inviting a renewal of negotiations, 
aud informing him that, as soon as he (Mr. Van Zandt) could pro- 
cure full powers from his Government, the President would be ready 
to enter into a treaty of annexation. A copy of this communi- 
cation was immediately forwarded by a special messenger; but 
after some delay, and to the great surprise both of the President 
and the Charge, the Executive of Texas declined to grant the ne- 
cessary powers, — thus rcje?ting the proposition altogether. No rea- 
sons for this sudden change of policy were, we believe, assigned by 
the Executive : and as it was well known to all that the measure 
was warmly approved, almost unanimously, by the people of Texas, 
— rumors and suspicions of the darkest and most derogatory char- 
acter came to supply their place. Whether they had any just 
foundation in fact was left to conjecture. The mystery was subse- 
quently attempted to be explained, as being a mere trick of State^-^ 
a harmless indulgence of national ''co<7M<'/ry." If this be so, it 
must, at least, be admitted that such antics little comported with 
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the dignity of tiie subject or the prceaing importance of tbo occa- 
BioD. The popular indignation, liowever, soon put an end to such 
maidenly flirtations, if we must bo regard them, and a wetl-timcd 
intimation that a treaty would probably he signed, and submitted 
directly to the people for their ratification, drew forth the neces- 
sary powers sometime afterwards. Id the mean while the negotia- 
tions, informally, had made some progress, when, in the latter part 
of February, 1844, they were arrested by the sudden and tragical 
death of >Ir. Upshur on board the Steamer Princeton. This melan- 
choly event, while it cast a deep gloom over the country, led to the 
appointment of Mr. Calhoun, who, a few days thereafter, was nom- 
inated by the President, and by a unanimous vote of the Senate, 
invited to take charge of the Department of State. He reluc- 
tantly accepted the appointment (which he had two years before 
declined), and entered on the discharge of its duties about the last 
of March, 1844. The negotiation was, of course, promptly re- 
newed, — full powers having been received for that purpose by the 
Texan Charge d'Afiuires, — and prosecuted with bo much vigor, that 
the Treaty of Annexation was, on the 12tU of April following, 
duly prepared in duplicate and aigned by the plenipotentiaries of 
the respective Governments. 

Thus fortified and secured ngainst the machinations of foreign 
diplomacy, the friends of the measure indulged the confident ho]jc 
that DO sinister influences, no narrow aims of faction, no schemes 
of personal ambition would be allowed to defeat its ratification. 
In this, however, they were disappointed. They had not fully con 
sidered the political depravity of the times, — nor well weighed the 
elements of opposition which personal malignity and ambition, 
aided by the fiercest feelings of faction, could rally against it. The 
ever disturbing canvass for the Presidency was agitating and dis- 
tracting the country, — and the conventions of the two great porties, 
(we use the term only in deference to popular custom), — instituted 
at a then comparatively recent date, for the purpose of substituting 
the will of partisans for that of the people in the selection of a 
Chief Magistrate, — were to nssemble in a few weehs. Their two 
most prominent candidates, Mr. Van Burcn and Mr. Clay, perceiv- 
ing that the subject would necessarily embarrasa their respective 
adherents in the free States, after full and free consultation, it is 
believed, very naturally decided that it was better that Texag 
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should be lost to the country, at least for the present, than that 
the important contest pending between them should be disturbed 
by any new issue. The Abolition party, whose vote was sincerely 
desired, and zealously courted by both, concurred, of course, in this 
line of policy ; and though impelled by different motives, brought 
to its support all the weapons that fanatic zeal, frenzied bigotry, 
and fiendish malice could wield. Below these in position, as in the 
scale of intellect and morals, were arrayed a few of the meaner 
sort — a mercenary band, whose personal hatred of the Secretary of 
State gave ready sanction to indiscriminate opposition without the 
least regard to principle or consistency. One of the most promi- 
nent of these claimed that the measure properly belonged to his 
management, as he had fondly cherished it for many years, — ^watch- 
ing, doubtless, for a favorable opportunity of introducing it as a 
lever to lift him into the highest official position. Another, equally 
unscrupulous, declared, in a letter published at the time, that the 
treaty must be defeated, on the ground that, if ratified by the 
senate, it would lead to the election of the Secretary, as President 
of the United States, — ^and thus disappoint the future expectations 
of himself and his friends. 

With such elements of opposition to encounter, it is not wonder- 
ful that the treaty was defeated. The defection of Mr. Van Buren 
and Mr. Clay was decisive of its fate. The Duke of Sully shrewdly 
observes that the first law of a French courtier is, to be of the 
same mind with the sovereign. The remark applies not peculiarly 
to the French. The result of their manifestoes was the immediate 
abandonment of the measure by a large portion of their respective 
friends, hitherto its steady and ardent supporters. But they also 
made a false reckoning in mistaking the voice of their j)artisans for 
the voice of the people. The blow they directed at the measure, 
recoiled with fearful eflfect on themselves. The indignation of the 
country was roused to the highest pitch. Mr. Van Buren and Mr. 
Clay fell prostrate before it — the Abolition party exhausted its 
rage in impotent denunciations — the lower elements of opposition, 
baffled in their malice, shrunk growling into their hiding-places, — 
the Senate, appalled at the consequences of its own conduct, was 
compelled to retrace its steps at the ensuing session, — and before he 
left the department, Mr. Calhoun had the gratification of inviting 
Texas to take her place amongst the States of the Union. — Editor.] 
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REPORT 
Of the Secretary of State. 

Bepabtmemt of State, Washinotox, Dee, 2d, 1844. 

Sir : — In obedience to your instructions, I have the honor, 
herewith, to transmit copies of a correspondence with the Gov- 
ernment of Mexico and Texas, growing out of the proposed 
annexation of the latter to the United States ; and also of 
the correspondence with the Texan authorities in relation 
to the disarming of a body of Texan forces under the com- 
mand of Major Snively, by a detachment of United States 
troops commanded by Capt. Cooke, and the forcible entry, 
and taking away from the custom- house on Red River of sun- 
dry goods and merchandise, by certain citizens of the United 
States. 

By a note recently received from the Hon. C. H. Ray- 
mond, acting Chargd d' Affaires of the Republic of Texas, I 
am informed that the evidence referred to in my note to Mr. 
Van Zandt, of the 14th of August last, has not yet been re- 
ceived by him. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

J. 0. Oalhouk. 

To tbe PficsiDENT of tho United States. 
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A TREATY OF ANNEXATION, 

Concluded between the United States of America 
and the Republic of Texas, at Washington, the 
12th day of April, 1844. Communicated to the 
Senate by the President of the United States, 
April 22, 1844. 

The people of Texas having, at the time of adopting their 
Constitution, expressed, by an almost unanimous vote, their 
desire to be incorporated into the Union of the United 
States, and l>eing still desirous of the same with equal una- 
nimity, in order to provide more effectually for their security 
and prosperity ; and the United States, actuated solely by 
the desire to add to their own security and prosperity, and 
to meet the wishes of the Government and people of Texas, 
have determined to accomplish, by treaty, objects so impor- 
tant to their mutual and permanent welfare. 

For that purpose, the President of the United States 
has given full powers to John C. Calhoun, Secretary of State 
of the said United States, and the President of the Republic 
of Texas has appointed, with like powers, Isaac Van Zandt 
and J. Pinckney Henderson, citizens of the said RepubUc ; 
and the said plenipotentiaries, after exchanging their full 
powers, have agreed on and concluded the following articles : — 

Article I. 

The Republic of Texas, acting in conformity with the 
wishes of the people and every department of its Grovem- 
ment, cedes to the United States all its territories, to be 
held by them in full property and sovereignty, and to be an- 
nexed to the said United States as one of their territories, 
subject to the same constitutional provisions with their other 
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teiritories. This cession includes all public lots and squares, 
vacant lands, mines, minerals, salt lakes and springs, public 
edifices, fortifications, barracks, porta, and harbors, navy and 
navy yards, docks, magazines, arms, armaments, and accou- 
trements, archives and public documents, public funds, debts, 
taxes and dues unpaid at the time of the exchange of the rat- 
ifications of this treaty. 

Article II. 
The citizens of Texas shall be incorporated into the 
Union of the United States, maintained and protected in the 
fi'ee enjoyment of their liberty and property, and admitted, 
as soon as may be consistent with the principles of the Fed- 
eral Constitution, to the enjoyment of all the rights, privi- 
leges, and immunities, of citizens of the United States. 

Article III, 
All titles and claims to real estate, which are valid un- 
der the laws of Texas, shall be held to be so by the United 
States ; and meaanres shall be adopted for the speedy adju- 
dication of all unsettled claims to land, and patents shall be 
granted to those found to bo valid. 

Article IV. 
The public lands hereby ceded shall bo subject to the 
laws regulating the public lands in the other Territories of 
the United States, as far as they may be applicable ; sub- 
ject, however, to sucli alterations and changes as Congress 
may from time to time think proper to make. It is un- 
derstood between the parties, that if, in consequence of the 
mode in whieli lands have been surveyed in Texas, or from 
previous grants or locations, the sixteenth section cannot be 
applied to the purpose of education, Congress shall make 
equal provision by grant of land elsewhere. And it is also 
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further understood, that, hereafter, the books, papers, and 
documents of the General Land Office of Texas shall be de- 
posited and kept at such place in Texas as the Congress of 
the United States shall direct. 

Article V. 

The United States assume and agree to pay the public 
debts and liabilities of Texas, however created, for which the 
faith or credit of her Government may be bound at the time 
of the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty ; which 
debts and liabilities are estimated not to exceed, on the whole, 
ten millions of dollars, to be ascertained and paid in the 
manner hereinafter stated. 

The payment of the sum of three hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars shall be made at the Treasury of the United 
States, within ninety days after the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions of this treaty, as follows : Two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars to Frederick Dawson, of Baltimore, or his exe- 
cutors, on the delivery of that amount of ten per cent, bonds 
of Texas ; one hundred thousand dollars, if so much be re- 
quired, in the redemption of the exchequer bills which may 
be in circulation at the time of the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions of this treaty. For the payment of the remainder of 
the debts and liabilities of Texas, which, together with the 
amount already specified, shall not exceed ten millions of dol- 
lars, the public lands herein ceded, and the net revenue fjx>m 
the same, are hereby pledged. 

Article VI. 

In order to ascertain the full amount of the debts and 
liabilities herein assumed^ and the legality and validity 
thereof, four commissioners shall be appointed by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, who shall meet at Washington, Texas, 
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within the period of sis months after the exchange of the rat- 
ifications of thia treaty, and may continue in session not ex- 
ceeding twelve months, unless the Congresaof the United Slates 
should prolong the time. They shall take an oath for the faith- 
ful discharge of their duties, and that they are not directly or 
indirectly interested in said claims at the time, and will not 
be during their continuance in office ; and the said oath shall 
bo recorded with their proceedings. In case of the death, 
sickness, or resignation of any of the commissioners, his or 
their place or places may be supplied by the appointment as 
aforesaid, or by the President of the United States during 
the recess of tiie Senate, Tliey, or a majority of them, shall 
be authorized, under such regulations ns the Congress of the 
United States may prescribe, to hear, examine, and decide 
on all questions touching the legality and validity of said 
claims, and shall, when a claim is allowed, issue a certificate 
to the claimant, stating the amount, distinguishing principal 
from interest. The certificates so issued shall be numbered, 
and entry made of the number, the name of the person to 
whom issued, and the amount, in a book to be kept fur that 
purpose. They shall transmit the records of their proceed- 
ings and the hook in whicli the certificates are entered, mth 
the vor.chers and documents pimluced before them, relative 
to the claims allowed or rejected, to the Treasury Depart- 
ment of the United States, to be deposited therein ; and the 
Secretary of the Treasury slialj, as Boon as practicable after 
the receipt of the same, ascertain the aggregate amount of 
the debts and liabilities allowed ; and if the same, when 
added to the amount to be paid to Frederick Dawson and 
the sum which may be paid in the redemption of the exche- 
quer bills, shall not exceed the estimated sum of ten milHona 
of dollars, he shall, on the presentation of a certificate of the 
commissioners, issue, at the option of the holder, a new certi- 
ficate for the amount, distinguishing principal from interest, 
and payable to him or order, out of the net proceeds of the 
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public lands hereby ceded, or stock of the United States, foi 
the amount allowed, including principal and interest, and 
bearing an interest of three per cent, per annum, from the date 
thereof ; which stock, in addition to being made payable out 
of the net proceeds of the public lands hereby ceded, shall also 
be receivable in payment for the same. In case the amount 
of the debts and liabilities allowed, with the sums aforesaid 
to be paid to Frederick Dawson, and which may be paid in 
the redemption of the exchequer bills, shall exceed the said 
sum of ten millions of dollars, the said Secretary, before issu- 
ing a new certificate, or stock, as the case may be, shall make 
in each case such proportionable and ratable reduction on its 
amount as to reduce the aggregate to the said sum of ten 
millions of dollars, and he shall have power to make all need- 
ful rules and regulations necessary to carry into effect the 
powers hereby vested in him. 

Article VIT. 

Until further provision shall be made, the laws of Texas, 
as now existing, shall remain in force, and all executive and 
judicial officers of Texas, except the President, Vice-Presi- 
dent, and heads of departments, shall retain their offices, 
with at power and authority appertaining thereto, and the 
courts of justice shall remain in all respects as now established 
and organized. 

Article VIII. 

Immediately after the exchange of the ratifications of 
this treaty, the President of the United States, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint a com- 
missioner, who shall proceed to Texas and receive the trans- 
fer of the territory thereof, and all the archives and public 
property, and other things herein conveyed, in the name of 
the United States. He shall exercise all executive authority 
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in said territory necessary to the proper execution of the 
laws, until otherwise provided. 

Article IX. 

The present treaty shall be ratified by the contracting 
parties, and the ratifications exchanged at the city of Wash- 
ington, in six months from the date hereof, or sooner if pos- 
sible. 

In witness whereof, we, the undersigned, plenipoten- 
tiaries of the United States of America and of the Republic 
of Texas, have signed, by virtue of our powers, the present 
treaty of annexation, and have hereunto affixed our seals re- 
spectively. 

Done at Washington, the twelfth day of April, eighteen 
hundred and forty-four. 

J. C. Calhoun, [Seal] 

Isaac Van Zandt, [Seal.] 

J. PiNCKNEY Henderson, [SeaL] 



Messrs. Van Zandt and Henderson to Mr, Calhoun. 

Legation of Texas, W^ashinoton Cttt, April Ittk, 1844. 

The undersigned, &c., in reply to the inquiries of Mr. 
Calhoun, Secretary of State of the United States, have the 
honor to submit the following : — 

In 1836, after the declaration of the independence of 
Texas, in pursuance of the orders of the Convention and the 
expression of the popular will, the President ad interim^ by 
his proclamation, ordered an election to be held throughout 
the Republic, for the ratification or rejection of the Constitu- 
tion which had been adopted by the Convention, and for the 
expression by the people of their wishes in regard to the an- 
nexation of Texas to the United States. The result was, 
that, upon a full poll, but ninety-three votes were given 
against the anne.xation. 
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Following up this declared wish of the people, the first 
Congress that assembled thereafter passed an act empower- 
ing the President to appoint a minister to present the ques- 
tion to the Government of the United States. The proposi- 
tion having been declined, it was deemed prudent, in order 
to facilitate negotiations with other countries, not to press 
the question of annexation further, and therefore it was with- 
drawn. 

Subsequently, in 1842, instructions were given for the in- 
formal renewal of the negotiations, which, not having been 
met by reciprocal action on the part of the United States, 
were, in August last, again withdrawn, and the attention of 
the Government of Texas directed to the objects calculated, 
in its opinion, to secure its safety and advance its prosperity, 
for the attainment of which reasonable assurances had been 
received. Afterwards, on the 16th of October last, the pro- 
position for the formation of a treaty of annexation was made 
by this Government, through the late Secretary of State, Mr. 
Upshur, to the Government of Texas. At that time, no ar- 
rangement having been concluded inconsistent with such a 
step, and the Congress having expressed their approbation of 
the measure, and every expression of public sentiment fully 
indicating that the people of Texas were yet desirous to con- 
summate a measure believed to be promotive of the mutual 
welfare of both countries, and without which, from motives 
of policy or necessity, they might be compelled to adopt 
measures which, it is to bo feared, would engender a feeUng 
of unfriendly rivalship, productive of discord and strife, and 
dangerous to their mutual peace and quiet, the President of 
Texas determined to accede to the proposition, and accord- 
ingly empowered the undersigned to adjust the terms of the 
treaty just concluded. 

The undersigned have the most abiding confidence, that, 
should the annexation be consummated, the same will re- 
ceive the hearty and full concurrence of the people of Texas. 



REPORTS AKD PUBLIC LETTERS. 



329 



And l>elieving that the fate of this treaty, be the decision 
whatever it mny, will for ever decide the question of annesa- 
tiooj — a question tlio continued agitation of which has pre- 
vented their Government from pursuing rigorously any other 
policy, — they feel the higliest gratification that this opportu- 
nity has thus been offered. They will not anticipate nor spe- 
culate upon the consequences of a rejection. Satisfied, how- 
ever, that the language, institutions, and locality of the two 
countries have fitted them for Lecoraing members of the same 
great political family, or fated them to a conflict of interest, 
which may result in evil consequences, they tnist that it 
may be bo determined as to secure the blessings of liberty to 
both, and promote the happiness of mankind. 

Upon the subject of the public lands, the undersigned 
submit a summary statement, made from a late report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to the President of 
Texas. 

lie estimates (he njrgregnte at 203,520,000 

Lauds sppropriiiteil 67,408,673 

RciiiainUur UTKippropriated, 



136,111,327 



In a report of n committee of the House of Representa- 
tives of the Congress of Texas, made to that body on the 
12th of January, 1841, the debt and liabilities of the Repub- 
lic are stated to be as follows : — 
Fumleii debt, bearing 10 per cent interest, 
Bonds sold and pledged, bearing 10 per cent interest, . 
TreaBury notes without iolArest, .... 

Debts of vxHouB descriptions, sny audited dni(ls nod 

other clnims without interest, .... 



This rejiort includes the interest then accrued, and a num- 
ber of unaudited claims, supposed to be valid, which were not 
computed in the report of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
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the same Congress, which report shows the public debt 
less than five millions of dollars. 

Since the date above referred to, no further general esti- 
mate has been made at the Treasury Department. It is 
known, however, that the revenues of the Government have 
nearly equalled its expenditures ; so that the debt has not 
been materially increased, except from the interest which has 
since accrued. 

The undersigned avail themselves of this occasion to 
offer to Mr. Calhoun assurances of their distinguished consid- 
eration. 

Isaac Van Zandt. 

J. PiNCKNEY Henderson. 

Hon. John C. Calhoun, Secretary of State. 



Mr, Pakenham to Mr. Upshur, 

WASHD70T0N, February 26<A, 1844. 

Sir : — In compliance with your request to that effect, I 
have the honor herewith to transmit to you a copy of the de- 
spatch from Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, which I had the honor to read to you on Sat- 
urday last. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, your 
obedient servant, 

B. Pakenham. 

lion. A. P. Upshur 

FoRsiGN Office, December 26/A, 1S43. 

Sir : — As much agitation appears to have prevailed of late 
in the United States relative to the designs which Great 
Britain is supposed to entertain with regard to the Eepub- 
lic of Texas, Her Majesty's Government deem it expedient 
to take measures for stopping at once the misrepresentations 
which have been circulated, and the errors into which the 
Government of the United States seems to have fallen on the 
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subject of tlie policy of Great Britain with respect to Texas. 
That policy ia clear and simple, and may be stated in a few 
words. 

Great Britain has recognized tlie independence of Texas, 
and, having done bo, she is dcHiroiis of seeing t}iat indepen- 
dence finally and fonnally eBtablishwl, and generally recog- 
nized, especially by Mexico. But this desire does not arise 
from any motive of ambition or of self-interest, beyond that 
interest, at least, winch attaches to the general extension of 
our commercial dealings with other countries. 

We are convinced that the recognition of Texas by 
Mexico must conduce to the benefit of both these countries, 
and, as we take an interest in the well-being of both, and in 
their steady advance in power and wealth, wc have put our- 
selves forward in pressing the Government of Mexico to ac- 
knowledge Texas as independent. But in thus acting we 
have no occult design, either with refcrenco to any peculiar 
influence which we might seek to establish in Mexico or in 
Texas, or even with reference to the slavery which now ex- 
ists, and which we desire to see abohshed in Texas. 

With regard to the latter point, it must be and is well 
known, both to the United States and to the whole world ; 
that Great Britain desires, and is constantly exerting her- 
self to procure, the general abolition of slavery throughout 
the world. But the means which she has adopted, and will 
continue to adopt, for this humane and virtuous purpose, are 
open and undisguised. She will do nothing secretly or un- 
derhand. She desires that her motives may he generally 
understood, and her acts seen by all. 

With regard to Texas, we avow that wp wish to see sla- 
very abolished there, as elsewhere ; and we should rejoice if, 
the recognition of that country by the Mexican Government 
should be accompanied by an engagement on the part of 
Texas to abolish slavery eventually, and under proper condi- 
tions_ throughout the Republic, But although we earnestly 
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desire and feel it to be our duty to promote such a consumma- 
tiou, we shall not interfere unduly, or with an improper as- 
sumption of authority, with either party, in order to insure 
the adoption of such a course. We shall counsel, but we 
shall not seek to compel, or unduly control, either party. So 
far as Great Britain is concerned, provided other States act 
with equal forbearance, those Governments will be fully at 
liberty to make their own unfettered arrangements with each 
other, both in regard to the abolition of slavery and to aU 
other points. 

Great Britain, moreover, does not desire to establish in 
Texas, whether partially dependent on Mexico, or entirely 
independent (which latter alternative wo consider in every 
respect preferable), any dominant influence. She only de- 
sires to share her influence equally with all other nations. 
Her objects are purely commercial ; and she has no thought 
or intention of seeking to act directly or indirectly, in a polit- 
ical sense, on the United States through Texas. 

The British Government, as the United States well know, 
Lave never sought in any way to stir up disaffection or ex- 
citement of any kind in the slaveholding States of the 
American Union. Much as we should wish to see those 
States placed on the firm and solid footing which we con- 
scientiously believe is to be attained by general freedom alone, 
we have never in our treatment of them made any difference 
between the slaveholding and the free States of the Union. 
All are, in our eyes, entitled, as component members of the 
Union to equal political respect, favor, and forbearance, on 
our part. To that wise and just policy we shall continue to 
adhere ; and the Governments of the slaveholding States 
» may be assured that, although we shall not desist from those 
open and honest efforts which we have constantly made for 
procuring the abolition of slavery throughout the world, we 
shall neither openly nor secretly resort to any measures which 
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can tend to diBturb their internal tranquillity, or thereby to 
affect tho proapevity of the American Union. 

You will communicate this despatch to the United States 
Secretary of State, and, if he should desire it, you will leave 
a copy of it with hira. I am, &c., 

Aberdeen. 

Right Una. IticQAHD Paeekuait, &r. 



Mr. Calhoun to Mi: Pakenham, 

DiTABTjrESi or StAie, Wasiuxoton, April 1B(A, 1S44. 

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, 
has laid before the President the note of the Right Honorable 
Mr. Pakenham, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipoten- 
tiarj' of Her Britannic Majesty, addressed to this department 
on the 26th of February last, together with the accompanying 
copy of a desiKitch of Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs to Mr. Pakenham. In reply, the 
undersigned is directed by the President to inform the Eight 
Honorable Mr. Pakenliam, that, while he regards with pleasure 
the disavowal of Lord Aberdeen of any intention on the part 
of Her Majesty's Government " to resort to any measures, 
either openly or secretly, which can tend to disturb the in- 
ternal tranquillity of the slaveholding States, and thereby 
affect the tranquillity of this Union," he at the same time 
regards with deep concern the avowal, for the first time made 
to this Government, " that Great Britain desires and is con- 
stantly exerting herself to procure the general abolition of 
slavery thfoughout the world." 

So long as Great Britain confined her policy to the abo- 
lition of slaverj' in her own possessions and colonies, no other 
country had a right to complain. It belonged to her exclu- 
sively to determine, according to her own views of policy, 
whether it should be done or not. But when she goes be- 
yond, and avows it as her settled policy, and the object of her 
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constant exertions, to abolish it throughout the world, she 
makes it the duty of all other countries, whose safety or 
prosperity may be endangered by her policy, to adopt such 
measures as they may deem necessary for their protection. 

It is with still deeper concern the President regards the 
avowal of Lord Aberdeen of the desire of Great Britain to see 
slavery abolished in Texas, and, as he infers, is endeavoring, 
through her diplomacy, to accomplish it, by making the abo- 
lition of slavery one of the conditions on which Mexico should 
acknowledge her independence. It has confirmed his pre- 
vious impressions as to the policy of Great Britain in refer- 
ence to Texas, and made it his duty to examine with much 
care and solicitude what would be its effects on the prosperity 
and safety of the United States, should she succeed in her 
endeavors. The investigation has resulted in the settled 
conviction that it would be difficult for Texas, in her actual 
condition, to resist what she desires, without supposing the 
influence and exertions of Great Britain would be extended 
beyond the limits assigned by Lord Aberdeen ; and this, if 
Texas could not resist the consummation of the object of her 
desire, would endanger both the safety and prosperity of the 
Union. .Under this conviction, it is felt to be the imperious 
duty of the Federal Government, the common representative 
and protector of the States of the Union, to adopt, in self- 
defence, the most effectual measures to defeat it. 

This is not the proper occasion to state at large the 
grounds of tliis conviction. It is sufficient to say, that the 
consummation of the avowed object of her wishes in reference 
to Texas would be followed by hostile feelings %and rela- 
tions between that country and the United States, which 
could not fail to place her under the influence and control 
of Great Britain. This, from the geographical position of 
Texas, would expose the weakest and most vulnerable por- 
tion of our frontier to inroads, and place in the power of 
Great Britain the most efficient means of effecting in the 
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neighboring States of this Union what slie avows to be her 
desire to do in all countries where slavery exists. Tohazanl 
coDsoqiiencea which would he so dangerous to the prosperity 
and safety of this Union, without resorting to the most effec- 
tive measures to prevent them, wouUl be, on the part of the 
Federal Grovernment, an ahandonment of the most solemn 
obligation imposed by the guarantee which tlie States, in 
adopting the Constitution, entered into to protect each other 
against whatever might endanger their safety, whether from 
without or within. Acting in obedience to this obligation, 
on which our federal system of Government rests, the Presi- 
dent directs me to inform yon that a treaty has been con- 
cluded between the United States and Texas, for the an- 
nexation of the latter to the former as a part of its territory, 
which will bo submitted without delay to the Senate, for its 
approval. This step has been taken as the most effectual, 
if not the only means of guarding against the threatened 
danger, and securing their permanent ])eace and welfare. 

It is well known that Texas has long desired to ho an- 
nexed to this Union ; that her people, at the time of the 
adoption of her Constitution, expressed, by an almost unani- 
mous vote,her desire to that effect : and that she has never 
ceased to desire it, as the most certain means of promoting 
her safety and prosperity. The United States have hereto- 
fore dechned to meet her wishes ; but the time has now ar- 
rived when they can no longer refuse, consistently with their 
own security and peace, and the aacred obligation imjiosod 
by their constitutional compact for mutual defence and pi-o- 
tection. Nor are (hey any way resjwnsible for the circum- 
stances which have imposed this obligation on them. They 
had no agency in bringing about the state of things which has 
terminated in the separation of Texas from Mexico. It was 
the Spanish Government and Mexico herself which invited 
and offered high inducements to our citizens to colonize Texas, 
This, from the diversity of character, habits, religion, and 
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political opinions, necessarily led to the separation^ without 
the interference of the United States in any manner what- 
ever. It is true the United States, at an early period, re- 
cognized the independence of Texas ; but, in doing so, it is 
well known they but acted in conformity with an established 
principle to recognize the Government de facto. They had 
previously acted on the same principle in reference to Mexico 
herself, and the other Governments which have risen on the 
former dominions of Spain on this continent. 

They arc equally without responsibility for that state 
of things, already adverted to as the immediate cause of im- 
posing on them, in self-defence, the obligation of adopting 
the measure they have. They remained passive so long as 
the policy on the part of Great Britain, which has led to its 
adoption, had no immediate bearing on their peace and safety. 
While they conceded to Great Britain the right of adopting 
whatever policy she might deem best, in reference to the 
African race, within her own possessions, they on their part 
claim the same right for themselves. The policy she has 
adopted in reference to the portion of that race in her domin- 
ions may be humane and wise ; but it does not follow, if it 
prove so with her, that it would be so in reference to the 
United States and other countries, whose situation differs 
from hers. But, whether it would be or not, it belongs to 
each to judge and determine for itself. With us it is a 
question to be decided, not by the Federal Government, but 
by each member of this Union, for itself, according to its 
own views of its domestic policy, and without any right on 
the part of the Federal Government to interfere in any man- 
ner whatever. Its rights and duties are limited to protect- 
ing, under the guarantees of the Constitution, each member 
of this Union, in whatever policy it may adopt in reference 
to the portion within its respective limits. A large number 
of the States has decided, that it is neither wise nor humane 
to change the relation which has existed, from their first set- 
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tlement, between the two races ; while others, where the 
African ib lefis numerous, have adopted tlie opposite policy. 

It belongs not to the Government to question whether 
the former have decided wisely or not ; and if it did, the 
undersigned would not regard this as the proper occasion to 
discuss the subject. He does not, however, deem it irre- 
levant to state that, if the experience of mora than half 
a century is to decide, it would be neither humane nor 
wise in them to change their 'policy. The census and 
other authentic documents show that, in all instances in 
which the States have changed the former relation between 
the two races, the condition of the African, instead of being 
improved, has become worse. They have been invariably 
sunk into vice and pauperism, accompanied by the bodily 
and mental inflictious incident thereto — deafness, blindness, 
insanity, and idiocy — to a degree ivithout example ; while, 
in all other States which have retained the ancient relation 
between them, they have improved greatly in every respect 
— in number, comfort, intelligence, and morals — as the fol- 
lowing facts, taken from such sources, will serve to illustrate : 

The number of deaf and dumb, blind, idiots, and insane, 
of the negroes in the States that have changed the ancient 
reUtion between the races, is one out of every ninety-six ; 
while in the States adhering to it, it is one out of every six 
hundred and seventy-two — that is, seven to one in favor of 
the latter, as compared with the former. 

The number of whites, deaf and dumb, blind, idiots, and 
insane, in the States that lutve changed the relation, is one 
in every five hundred and sixty-one ; being nearly six to one 
against the free blacks in the same States. 

The number of negroes who are deaf and dumb, blind, 
idiots, and insane, paupers, and in prison in the States thai 
have changed, is one out of every six ; and in the States 
that have not, one out of every one hundred and fifty-four ; 
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or twenty-two to. one against the former, as compared witL 
the latter. 

Taking the two extremes of North and South — ^in the 
State of Maine, the number of negroes returned as deaf and 
dumb, blind, insane, and idiots, by the census of 1840, is 
one out of every tweh e ; and in Florida, by the same re- 
turns, is one out of every eleven hundred and five ; or ninety- 
two to one in favor of the slaves of Florida, as compared with 
the free blacks of Maine. 

In addition, it deserves to be remarked, that in Massachu- 
setts, where the change in the ancient relation of the two races 
was first made (now more than sixty years since), where the 
greatest zeal has been exhibited in their behalf, and where their 
number is compamtively few (but little more than 8,000 in 
a ix>pulation of upwards of 730,000), the condition of the 
African is amongst the most wretched. By the latest au- 
thentic accounts, there was one out of every twenty-one of 
the black population in jails or houses of correction ; and 
one out of every thirteen was either deaf and dumb, blind, 
idiot, insane, or in prison. On the other hand, the census 
and other authentic sources of information establish the fact 
that the condition of the African race throughout all the 
States, where tlie ancient relation between the two has been 
retained, enjoys a degree of health and comfort v>'hich may 
well compare witli tliat of the laboring population of any 
country in Christendom ; and it may be added, that in no 
other condition, or in any other age or country, has the ne- 
gro race ever attained so high an elevation in morals, intelli- 
gence, or civilization. 

If such be the wretched condition of the race in their 
changed relation, where their number is comparatively few, 
and where so nuich interest is manifested for their improve- 
ment, what would it be in those States where the two races 
are nearly equal in numbers, and where, in consequence, 
would necessarily spring up mutual fear, jealousy, and ha- 
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tred, between tliem? It may, in truth, be assumed iis a 
maxim, that two races differing so gi'eatly and in so many 
respects, cannot possibly exist together in the same countr}-, 
where their numbers are nearly equal, without the one be- 
ing subjected to the other. Experience has proved that the 
existing relation, in which the one is subjected to the other, 
in the slaveholding States, is consistent with the peace and 
safety of both, with great improvement to the inferior ; while 
the same experience proves that the relation which it is the 
desire and object of Great Britain to substitute in its stead in 
this and all other countries, under the plausible name of the 
abolition of slaverj-, would (if it did not destroy the inferior by 
conflicts, to which it would lead) reduce it to the extremes 
of vice and wretchedness. In this view of the subject it may 
be asserted, that what is called slavery is in reality a politi- 
cal institution, essential to tlie peace, safety, and prosperity 
of those States of the Union in which it exists. Without, 
then, controverting the wisdom and Immanity of the policy 
of Great Britain, so far as her own possessions are concerned, 
it may be safely afHrmed, without reference to the means 
by which it would be afliccted, that, could she succeed in ac- 
complishing, in the United Stales, what she avows to be ner 
desire and the object of her constant exertions to effect 
throughout the world, so far from being wise or humane, she 
would involve in the greatest calamity the whole country, 
and especially the race which it is the avowed object of her 
exertions to benefit. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew 
to the Bight Honorable Mr. Pakenhara the assurance of his 
distinguished consideration. 

J. C. C.\LHOUN. 
Rigbt iron. BiuLtEu P.iEEvnAu, Ao. 
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Mr. Pakenham to Mr. Calhoun. 

WAmxGTOX, Ajfril I9th, 1844. 

The undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty's envoy extra- 
ordinary and minister plenipotentiary, has had the honor tc 
receive the note which the Honorable Mr. Calhoun, Secretarv 
of State of the United States, was pleased yesterday to ad- 
dress to hiro, containing observations on a despatch from 
Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs to the undersigned, of which the undersigned had 
the honor, at the request of the late Secretary of State, Mr. 
Upshur, to furnish a copy, for the more complete information 
of the Government of the United States. 

Mr. Calhoun at the same time announces to the under- 
signed, by direction of the President, that a treaty has been 
concluded between the United States and Texas, for the an- 
nexation of Texas to this country as a part of its territoiy, 
which treaty will be submitted without delay to the Senate, 
for its approval. 

Mr. Calhoun furtlicr takes occasion to enter into expla- 
nations as to the motives which have induced the Govern- 
ment of the United States to adopt their present policy with 
regard to Texas ; and he concludes by presenting certain re- 
marks, founded on statistical information, in defence of the 
institution of slavery as now established in a portion of this 
Republic, and in proof of the necessity of taking measures 
for its preservation. 

It is not the purpose of the undersigned in the present 
communication to enter into discussion with Mr. Calhoun 
respecting the project thus formally announced on the part 
of the Government of the United States to annex Texas to 
the American Union ; that duty will, if thought necessary, 
be fulGUed by higher authority. Still less is the under- 
signed disposed to trespass on Mr. Calhoun's attention bj 
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offering any remarks upon the subject of Blaver)-, aa expound- 
ed in Mr. Callioun's note. That note will bo transmitted to 
Her Majesty's Government by the earliest opportunity ; and 
with this intimation the undersigned would, for the present, 
content himself, were it not for the painful impression creat- 
ed on his mind by observing that the Government of the 
United States, so fur from appreciating at their just value 
the explanations furnished by Her Majesty's Government in 
a spirit of frankness and good faith well calculated to allay 
whatever anxiety this Government might have previously felt 
on the particular points to whieh those explanations have 
refereneej appear to have found arguments in that communi- 
cation in favor of the contemplated annexation of Texas — 
thus, as it were, assigning to the British Government some 
share in the responsibility of a transaction which can hardly 
fail to bo viewed in many quarters with the most serious 
objection. 

All such responsibility the undersigned begs leave, in the 
name of Her Majesty's Government, at once and most posi- 
tively to disclaim. Whatever may be the consequences of 
that transaction, the British Government will look forward 
without anxiety to the judgment which will thereon be passed 
by the civilized world, in as far as shall apply to any pro- 
vocation furnished by England for the adoption of such a 
measure. 

With the political independence of Texas not only has 
Great Britain disavowed all intention to interfere, but it is a 
well-known fact that her most jealous exertions havo been 
directed towards the completion of that independence, by ob- 
taining its acknowledgment at the hands of the only Power 
by which it was seriously disputed. 

Great Britain has also formally disclaimed the desire to 
establish in Texas any dominant influence , and, with re- 
spect to slaver)', she is not conscious of having acted in a 
Bense to cause just alarm to the United States, 
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From the avowed desire of Great Britain to see slavery 
abolished in Texas, it is inferred by the Government of the 
United States that England is endeavoring, through her di- 
plomacy, to make the abolition of slavery a condition to the 
acknowledgment of the independence of Texas by Mexico. 
If Mr. Calhoun will have the goodness to refer once more to 
the copy of Lord Aberdeen's despatch, which lies before him, 
he will find the following exposition of the intentions of 
Great Britain on this point, which the undersigned flattered 
himself would have been sufficient to forbid any such infer- 
ence : " With regard to Texas, we avow that we wish to 
see slavery abolbhed there, as elsewhere ; and we should re- 
joice if the recognition of that country by the Mexican Grov- 
ernment should be accompanied by an engagement on the 
part of Texas to abolish slavery eventually, and under proper 
conditions throughout the Republic. But, although we 
earnestly desire and feel ft to be our duty to promote such a 
consummation, we shall not interfere unduly, or with an im- 
proper assumption of authority, with either party " (either 
Mexico or Texas), "in order to insure the adoption of such 
a course. We shall counsel, but we shall not seek to com- 
pel or unduly control either party. So far as Great Britain 
is concerned, provided other States act wth equal forbear- 
ance, those Governments will be fully at liberty to make 
their own unfettered arrangements with each other, both in 
regard to the abolition of slavery and to all other points." 

The undersigned takes advantage of this opportunity to 
renew to the Honorable Mr. Calhoun the assurance of his 
high consideration. 

B. Pakenham. 

Hon. J. C. Calhoun, <fec. 
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Mr. Calhoun to Mr. Pakenham. 

Depaetuent or State, Washimoton, April 21M, 1844. 

Tiie undersigned, Secretary of State of the United Statca, 
liHB the honor to acloiowledge the receipt of the answer wliidi 
the Right Honorable Mr. Pakenham, envoy extraordinary 
and minister plenipotentiary of Her Britannic Majesty, was 
pleased to make to his note of the 18th instant, relating to the 
despatch of Lord Aberdeen, of which a copy was left wilh 
the late Secretary of State, Mr. Upshur, by his request. 

Ho regrets that Mr. Pakenham has fallen into an error 
in supposing that ibe undersigned intended, by introducing 
the statistical facts in reference to the comparalive condition 
of the African race in the States of this Union where slavery 
has been abolished and where it is still rotamed, with the 
accompanying remarks, "to exjiound the subject of slavery," 
and to " defend it as it exists in the United States." 

If Mr. Pakenham will have the goodness to recur to the 
note of the undersigned, he will find, on a reporusal, that his 
intention in introducing the details, instead of being that 
which lie attributes to him, waa to correct what the under- 
signed believed to be a misconception on tlie part of Her 
Majesty's Government, as set forth in Lord Aberdeen's de- 
spatch. Hia lordship seems to he of the impression that the 
objection of the United States was not to the policy of Great 
Britain in reference to abolition, as avowed by him, but to 
the means wliich might bo resorted to for its accomplish- 
ment, and that, if slavery should be abolished in the United 
States, by the influence and exertions of Great Britain, 
without using what he is pleased to call " secret " or " nuJuo 
means," it would he an act of humanity to the African race, 
and in it.s consequences would neither " disturb the internal 
tranquillity of the States " where it exists, nor " aifect the 
prosperity of the Union." The oliject of the undersigned in 
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introducing the statistical information referred to was to cor- 
rect this erroneous impression, by showing, from facts drawn 
from unquestionable sources, that the condition of the African 
race in the States which had abolished slavery was far worse 
than in those which had not ; and that, of course, Great 
Britain could not consummate, in the United States, what she 
avows to be the object of her policy and constant exertions to 
effect throughout the world, without rendering the condition 
of the African race in the slaveholding States much worse 
than it is, and disturbing their " internal tranquillity and 
the prosperity of the Union." 

That such was the intention of the undersigned he hopes 
will be evident to Mr. Pakenham on a reperusal of his 
note ; and not, as he supposes, to " expound the subject of 
slavery," or to " defend it as it exists in the United States." 
He is the more solicitous to correct the error into which Mr. 
Pakenham has fallen in this particular, because the inten- 
tion which he attributes to the undersigned would be incom- 
patible with the principle which regulates the United States 
in their intercourse with the rest of the world ; that is, to 
leave all other countries, without interference on their part, 
to regulate their own internal relations and concerns as to 
each may seem best, without permitting any to interfere with 
theirs. He could not, consistently with this well-established 
principle of their policy, permit any question belonging ex- 
clusively to the internal relations or concerns of any of the 
States of this Union to be brought into controversy between 
this and any foreign Government whatever. 

The undersigned regrets that Mr. Pakenham should en- 
tertain the impression, that the Government of the United 
States did not appreciate at their full value the explanations 
of Her Majesty's Government on the subject of its policy in 
reference to Texas. He would repeat, what he had supposed 
had been explicitly stated in his note to Mr. Pakenham, the 
assurance that this Government fully appreciates the spirit 
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of frankness and good faith in which the explanations were 
furnished. If they have failed to allay the anxiety which it 
had previously felt on the suhjoct to which they referred, it 
was because they were accompanied by an avowal on the 
part of Her Majesty's Government, in reference to the abo- 
lition of slavery generally, and to Texas in jiarticular, calcu- 
lated to defeat the object which the explanations wore in- 
tended to effect. It was not possible for the President to 
bear, with indifference, the avowal of a jxilicy so hostile in 
its character and dangerous in its tendency to the domestic 
institutions of bo many States of this Union, and to tbo 
safety and prosperity of the whole. Nor cotdd he abstain 
from declaring his regret at the avowal, consistently with 
that frankness and sincerity which have ever characterized 
the conduct of this Government in its intercourse with other 
countries. 

The United States, in concluding the treaty of annexa- 
tion with Texas, are not disposed to shun any responsibility 
which may fairly attach to them on account of the transac- 
tion. The measurt^ was atlopted with the mutual consent 
and for the mutual and permanent welfare of the two coun- 
tries interested. It was made necessary in order to preserve 
domestic institutions placed under the guarantee of their re- 
spective Constitutions, and deemed essential to their safety 
and prosperity. 

Whether Great Britain has the right, according to the 
principles of international law, to interfere with the domestic 
institutions of either country, be her motives or means 
what they may ; or whether the avowal of sucli a policy, 
and the exertions she has made to consummate it in Texas, 
do not justify both countries in adopting the most effective 
measures to prevent it, are questions which the United 
States willingly leave to the decision of the civilized world. 
They confidently rest the appeal on tho solid foundation, 
that every country is the rightful and exclusive judge as to 
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what should be the relations, social, civil, and political, te 
tween those who compose its population ; and that no other 
country, under the plea of humanity or other motive, has any 
right whatever to interfere with its decision. On this foun- 
dation rests the peace and the harmony of the world. 

The undersigned has again refeiTcd, in conformity with 
the request of Mr. Pakenham, to the portion of Lord Aber- 
deen's despatch to which he has pointed his attention, with 
the view of rebutting the inference of the President that 
Great Britain has endeavored, through her diplomacy, to 
effect the abolition of slavery in Texas, by making it one of 
the conditions on which Mexico should acknowledge her in- 
dependence. He is constrained to say, on a careful reperusal, 
that he can discover nothing in it calculated in any degree 
to weaken the inference of the President. His lordship 
avows that Great Britain wishes to see slavery abolished in 
Texas ; that she would rejoice if the recognition of that 
country by the Mexican Government should be accompanied 
by an engagement on the part of Texas to do so, and that 
she feels it to be her duty to promote such a consummation. 
If to these emphatic declarations the fact be added, that 
Great Britain, at the very time they were made, was engaged 
in negotiating with the Mexican Government, in order to 
obtain from it a recognition of the independence of Texas, 
and that she declined to unite with France and the United 
States in a joint effort for that purpose, it is surely not a 
forced or unfair inference, to conclude, without calling in the 
aid of other evidence, that she used, in conducting it, all the 
legitimate means of diplomacy, backed by her great influence, 
to effect an object in the accomplishment of which she ac- 
knowledges slie took so deep an interest, and to which she 
obviously attached so much importance. Nor does the im- 
dersigned regard the declarations of Lord Aberdeen, that 
Great Britain would not interfere unduly, or with any im- 
proper assumption of authority, — that she will counsel, but 
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not seek to compel or unduly control either party, — as in 
any degree weakening the inference of the President ; nor 
does lie consider the remarks of Mr. Fakenham as a denial 
of its truth. 

The undersigned avails himself of the occasion to renew 
to Mr. Pakenhnm the aaeurances of his distinguished con- 
sideration. 

J. C. CALHOrN. 

Mr. Fakenham to Mr. Calhoun. 

WAsmhOTON, April 3U(7i, 1344, 

The undersigned, Her BritaDnlc Majesty's envoy extra- 
ordinary and mioiatcr plenipotentiary, has had the honor to 
receive a note which the Honorable John C. Calhoun, Secretary 
of State of the United States, was pleased to address to the 
undersigned on the 27th of tliis month, in reply to the note of 
the undersigned of the IStli instant, in answer to Mr. Calhoun's 
note of the date preceding, relating to the despatch of the 
Earl of Aberdeen, of which a copy was delivered to the late 
Secretary of State, Mr. Upshur, at his request. 

Mr. Calhoun's notes of the above-mentioned dates have 
been transmitted by the uniiersigned, for the ioforomtion of 
Her Majesty's Government. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to re- 
new to Mr. Calhoun the assurance of his high consideration. 
B. Fakenham, 
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Mr. Calhoun to Mr. Green. 
Dkpamheni oy&UTi;. WAsmNorow, April ia(A, 1844. 
Sir ; — A treaty for the annexation of Texas to the United 
States has been signed by the jdenipotentiaries of the two 
Governments, and will ho sent by the President to the Sen- 
ate, without delay, for its approval. 

In making the fact known to the Mexican Government, 
the President enjoins it on you to give it, in the first place, 
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the strongest assurance that, in adopting this measure, ou; 
Government 13 actuated by no feelings of disrespect or indif- 
ference to the honor or dignity of Mexico, and that it would 
be a subject of great regi'et if it should be otherwisa regard- 
ed by its Government. And, in the next place, that the 
step was forced on the Government of the United States, in 
self-defence, in consequence of the policy adopted by Great 
Britain in reference to the abolition of slavery in Texas. H 
was impossible for the United States to witness with indif- 
ference the efforts of Great Britain to abolish slavery there. 
They could not but sec that she had the means in her power, 
in the actual condition of Texas, to accomplish the objects 
of her policy, imless prevented by tlie most efficient mea- 
sures J and that, if accomiilished, it would lead to a state of 
things dangerous in the extreme to the adjacent States, and 
the Union itself. Seeing this, this Government has been 
compelled, by the necessity of the case, and a regard to its 
nonstitutional obligations, to take the step it has, as the only 
certain and effectual means of preventing it. It has taken 
it in full view of all possible consequences, but not without 
a desire and hope that a full and fair disclosnro of the causes 
which induced it to do bo ivould prevent the disturbance of 
the harmony subsisting between the two countries, which 
the United States is anxious to preserve. 

In order that the Mexican Government should have a 
just and full conception of tho motives which have com- 
pelled this Government to take the course it has, I inclose, 
by the direction of the President, a copy of tho declaration 
of Lord Aberdeen, which Mr. Pakenham, the British Minis- 
ter, was instructed to read to the Secretary of State of the 
United States, and to leave a copy, should he desire it ; and 
tho answer to it on the part of our Government. The Presi- 
dent authorizes you to read them to the Mexican Secretary 
of State, and to permit him to take memoranda of their con- 
tents as you read, should ho desire it ; but not to leave 
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copies, as they constitute a part of the documents which will 
be transmitted with the treaty to the Senate. 

You are enjoined also, by the President, to assure the 
Mexican Government that it is bis desire to settle all ques- 
tions between the two countries which may grow out of this 
treaty, or any other cause, on tbo most liberal and Batisfac- 
tory terms, including that of boundary. And with that 
view, the minister who has been recently apjjointcd will be 
shortly sent with adequate powers, 

You will finally assure the Government of Mexico that 
the Government of tlie United States would have been hap- 
py, if circumstances bad permitted it, to act in concurrence 
with that of Mexico in taking the step it has ; but with all its 
respect for Mexico, and anxious desire that the two countries 
should continue on friendly terme, it could not make what it 
believed irigbt involve the safety of the Union itself depend 
on the contingency of obtaining the previous consent of Mex- 
ico, But while it could not with a due regard to the safety 
of the Union do that, it has taken every precaution to make 
the terms of the treaty as little ohjectionahle to Mexico as 
possible ; and, among others, has left the boundary of Texas 
without specification, so that what the line of boundary 
should be, might be an open question, to be fairly and fully 
discussed and settled according to the rights of each, and 
the mutual interests and security of the two countries. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. 0. Calhoun. 

StTijamin E. Gntn. Eng. ifr. 



Mr. Calhoun to Mr. Shamion. 

DErARTMENT o» State, WAanisoioN, Jvtu Wth, ISM. 

SiE : — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 17th of April last, announcing your acceptance 
of the appointment tendered you by the President of the 
United States as envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo- 
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tentiary to the Republic of Mexico, and notifying this de* 
partraent of your readiness to enter on the dischai^ of the 
duties of your office. 

You have already received your commission ; and I here- 
with enclose to you a full power, a special passport, printed 
personal instructions, a sealed letter accrediting you to the 
President of the Mexican republic, and an open copy of the 
same for your own use. In presenting this letter of cre- 
dence to the President, you will avail yourself of the occa- 
sion to express to the President of Mexico the sincere de- 
sire of the President of the United States to maintain the 
most amicable relations with the Government of the Mexican 
republic, and his purpose to promote this end by every pro- 
per means in his power. 

By a convention between the United States and the 
Mexican republic, signed on the 11th day of April, 1839, a 
joint commission was agreed upon, for the purpose of adjust- 
ing the claims of the citizens of the former on the govern- 
ment of the latter. This commission, agreeably to the pro- 
visions of the convention, met in the city of Washington in 
August, 1840 ; but much of the time allowed for the trans- 
action and close of its business was consumed by the com- 
missioners of the two governments in discussing the oi^n- 
ization of the board, and proper fonns of procedure to be 
adopted before it. The consequence was, that, at the expi- 
ration of the period when, by the terms of the convention, 
the commission should expire, many of the claims submitted 
for its decision remained undecided by the board ; while 
others referred to the umpire were left in the same state, as 
he considered his functions terminating with those of the 
commission. 

The convention also provided that the claims which 
should be allowed might be discharged by the payment of 
Mexican treasury-notes ; but as these were much depreciated 
in value at the time when the commission expired, it became 
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a matter of importfince to effect some arrangement by whicli 
specie should lie Bubstituted in their stead. To this end, 
your predecessor was empowered ami instructed to enter into 
a negotiation with the Government of Mexico ; and a con- 
vention was concluded on the 30th day of January, 1843> 
providing for the payment of the awards, and the interest 
accruing thei'con, in specie, in five years from the 30th day 
of April, 1843, in eqnal instalments every three months. 
These instalments have been paid punctually, ivith the ex- 
ception of that which fell due in tho month of February 
last — a. part only of whijh was paid on the day ; and though 
the balance has since been discharged, it is important to the 
interests involved that the strictest punctuality should be 
observed. Tho last instalment, duo on the 30th day of 
April, 1844, had not been paid at the date of our last ad- 
vices from Mr. Green, the Chargo d' Affaires ad interim of the 
United States, though repeated applications had been made 
by Mm to the Minister of Foreign Relations. This neglect 
of solemn and oxj)resa stipulations cannot bo otherwise re- 
garded than as violations of national faith, injurious ahke to 
the honor of Mexico and the interests of the United States. 
It will, therefore, bo your duty to remonstrate, in the strong- 
est tcrma, against this apparent indifference to the obliga- 
tions of contracts, and to urge upon the Government of 
Mexico the necessity of complying with the stipulations of 
the convention, agreeably to its terms. 

You will find on the files of the legation a correspond- 
ence between your predecessor (Mr. Thompson) and the 
Mexican Minister for Foreign Relations, in regard to an 
order addressed by the Mexican Secretary of War, dated the 
I4th of July, 1843, to the governors of the States of Cali- 
fornia, Soilora, Sinuloa, and Chihuahua, directing the expul- 
sion of tho citizens of the United States from their territories 
respectively. The result of this correspondence seems to have 
been none other tlian an enlaraetnent of the terms of the 
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order, bo as lo embrace foreigners generally, or aiicli of thom 
as might be deemed vagranta, or dangerous to the public 
peace. 

It is not designed to enter into a grave argument to ex- 
pose the character of such an order, or to show its opposition 
to the treaty of the 5th of April, 1831. Tlio correspondence 
referred to will pnt you iu possession of the iwints in isRUc, 
and of the views of the Government in regard to thom. 

As a largo number of our cilizens, fi)r the purpose of 
trade, have settled themselves in the States relerred to, 
whose property and liberty may be endangered in its en- 
forcement, it will bo necessary that you giye to the subject 
your earliest attention. You will jierceive, by reference to 
the correspondence on the files of the legation, tliat the gov- 
ernors of the States to whom the order is uddreaaed are em- 
powered arbitrarily to fix the time when those deemed 
obnoxious shall leave the country, while no opportunity 
seems to he vouchsafed to the suspected to vindicate their 
characters. In the execution of such an order, it ia more 
than probable that much individual wrung and suffering may 
be inflicted ; and while you will protest in strong terras 
against the order itself, as a flagrant violation of the treaty 
of 1831, you will, at the same time, exert your utmost vigi- 
lance to protect the persons and property of those ivho may 
be made unjustly the subjects of its operations ; enjoining 
on our citizens, on the one hand, a prosier oliedience to the 
laws of Mexico, as a condition of your interference in their 
behalf; and, on the other, giving the llexican Grovemment 
to understand that the United States cannot allow their 
citizens, induced to take up their residence in its territories 
under the solemn sanction of a treaty, to bo driven from 
their abodes, or otherwise injured in their persons or proper- 
ty, on frivolous pretexts. 

Another queslion of very grave importance, and which is 
still pending between the two governments, grows out of the 
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Mexican decreo of the 23cl of September, 1843, proliibiting 
foreigners i-csident in Mexico from engaging in the retail 
trade. Your predecessor (Mr. Thompaon) was instructed to 
protest against the application of this decree to the citizens 
of the Uiuted States, as a direct and palpable infringement 
of the 3d article of the treaty of 1831, and incompatible 
with other stipulations contained in it. The Mexican Min- 
ister for Foreign Affairs attempts to sustain the decree on 
the general ground, that by the treaty, tlio citizens of each 
country resident in the other are subject to their respective 
laws and usages. This, as a general truth, may be admit- 
ted ; but surely it cannot he pretended that lights guaran- 
teed by treaty between two independent powers may be 
abridged or modified by the municipal regulations of one of 
the parties, without and against the consent of the other. 
Such a position is bo utterly untenable, that it would be 
needless to dwell on it. 

This subject will demand your prompt attention ; for it 
is of the highest importance to prevent the injustice, injury, 
and distress which must necessarily attend the execution of 
the decreo, rather than to resort to protracted negotiations 
in order to repair them. 

You will, tlierefore, inform the Government of Mexico, 
in firm, but conciliatory language, that, while the United 
States concede to Mexico the right to enact laws not incon- 
sistent with her treaty stipulations, they cannot tamely sub- 
mit to the execution of this decreo ; and that it is con- 
fidently expected it will be countermanded, so far as their 
citizens are concerned. 

Another decree, dated in August last, was also issued by 
the Mexican Government, which appears to conflict, very 
clearly, with the stipulations of the treaty of 1831. By the 
4th article of this decree, merchandise lawfully imported 
into the territories of Mexico is subjected to forfeiture, after 
a limited time, unless it be sold or reshippcd in one year. 
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This is 80 obviously in contravention of the 26th article of 
the treaty existing between the two countries, and so hostile 
in its spirit to those relations of friendship which it was 
intended to secure, that, in the last interview between your 
predecessor (Mr. Thompson) and the President of Mexico, a 
promise was made by that functionary so to modify the said 
decree as to divest it of its obnoxious provisions in respect 
to the citizens of the United States. 

You will avail yourself of the first occasion, after your 
arrival, to bring the subject to the notice of the Mexican 
Government, and to urge the immediate fulfilment of the 
promise made to your predecessor. 

You will embrace some convenient opportunity, after you 
have complied with the foregoing instructions, to address a 
note to the Mexican Government, in which you will say that 
you are instructed to inform it, that the President perceives 
with regret it has entirely misconceived the object of the 
communication which the Secretary of the Legation of the 
United States, in conformity with his instnictions, made to 
it in reference to the treaty recently entered into with Texas. 
Its object, as it plainly imports to be, was to announce to 
the Government of Mexico that the treaty had been signed, 
and submitted to the Senate for its approval ; that the 
measure had been adopted with no unfriendly or hostile feel- 
ings to Mexico ; and that the Government of the United 
States was ready to adjust, on liberal terms, the question of 
boundary, and any other that might grow out of the treaty. 
It constituted no i)art of its object to invite a discussion as 
to its right to make the treaty. To suppose this, would be 
to assume that it had made it without duly examining and 
establishing, to its entire satisfaction, its right to do so ; a 
su})position which would neither comport with the fact, nor 
with what is due to its honor and dignity. Such being the 
case, it cannot, consistently with either, permit itself to he 
drawn into a controversy, with the Government of Mexico as 
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to itB right to make the treoty ; and you will iaform it ac- 
cordingly, that you have been instructed to pass unnoticed 
the inconclusive arguments by which it has attempted to 
controvert our right to enter into it. We hold Texas to be 
independent de Jure as well as de facto ; and as competent, 
in every respect, to enter into a treaty of cession, or any 
other, as Mexico herself, or any other independent power ; 
and that, in entering into the treaty of annexation with her, 
■we violated no prior engagement or stipulation with Mexico. 
We would, indeetl, have been glad, in doing so, to have acted 
with the concurrence of Mexico, if circumstances had permit- 
ted — not because we believed that she had any rightful claim 
of sovereignty over Te-fas, or that the latter was not compe- 
tent, of itself, to transfer the full and complete right and 
title to its territory ; but because, in our desire to preserve 
the most friendly relations with Mexico, ive were disposed to 
treat her with respect, however unfounded we believed her 
claim to Texas to be. It was in conformity with that desire 
that the instructions were given to make the communication 
to the Government of Mexico, announcing the signature of 
the treaty, and our readiness to ailjust all questions wliich 
might grow out of it, between the two countries, on the most 
liberal terms. 

Yon will also state that you are instructed to pose over 
nnpoticed the menaces and offensive language which the Gov- 
ernment of Mexico has thought j)roper to use. It makes a 
great mistake in supposing that the United States can be 
deterred, by menaces, from adopting a measure which, after 
mature deliberation, they have determined they have a right 
to do, and which they believe to be essentia! to their safety 
and prosperity. They are desirous of jwaco with Mexico 
and all other nations ; but they always stand prepared to 
defend themselves, if need he, against any attack to which 
they may be subjected in pursuing a line of policy deemed 
by themselves just and expedient. Nor can they bo pro- 
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voked to retort the oflTensive language used. The Govern- 
ment of the United States is too mindful of what is due to 
its own self-respect and dignity, to be driven, by any provo- 
cation, however unwarranted or great, from that decorum of 
language which ought ever to be observed in the official 
correspondence of independent States. In their estimation, 
a good cause needs no such support, and a bad one cannot be 
strengthened by it. 

From the failure of the Senate to approve the treaty of 
annexation with Texas, it is not deemed advisable to instruct 
you to make any overture or propositions to the Grovemment 
of Mexico in relation to that subject ; but should any dispo- 
sition be manifested on its part to open negotiations, or any 
propositions be made in reference to it, you will receive and 
immediately transmit them to this department. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. C. Calhoun. 

To Wilson Shannon, Esq., Ac 



Mr, Howard to Mr, Calhoun, 

[Extract] 

[Confidential.] Legation of the United States, 

"WAsmNGTON (Texas), Augutt Ilk, 1844* 

Sir : — I have the honor to transmit, herewith, the copy 
of a letter received by me, on yesterday, from the Hon. An- 
son Jones, Secretary of State, &c., dated the 6th instant ; 
also copies of several documents referred to in his communi- 
cation by the letters A and B ; besides a copy of a letter 
to him from the Secretary of War of this republic ; accom- 
panying which, will also be found a copy of my reply to the 
letter of Mr. Jones. 

OOOO0OOOOC 
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Mi: Jones to Mr. Howard. 

Bepaktmemt of State, 
WASBnoTo:* (Texas), .^iijTMit A(A, I811- 

The undersigned, Secretary of State of tlic Republic of 
Tesfia, lias the honor to tranHinit, herewith, to General 
Howard, Chargi^ d'Aifairos of the United States near this 
Govermnent, the copy of a communication from the Honora- 
ble G. W. Hill, of this date, with accompanyiog documentB 
A and B, containing the information that Mexico is about 
to recommence active hostilities against this country. 

The undersigned is aware that General Howard haB al- 
ready been informed of tho efforts making by General Santa 
Anna to raise funds in Mexico, and an army of thirty thou- 
sand men, for the subjugation of Texas ; and that troops in 
considerable numbers have already been moved towards our 
Bouth-wcstem frontier, under the command of General Cana- 
lizo, of the Mexican army, an officer appointed to carry this 
object into effect. 

The infonnation now in possession of this Government 
leads the undersigned to the conclusion that Mexico intends 
either to renew a system of predatory warfare against Texas, 
or else to make a formidable attempt for its conquest ; and 
that, whichever alternative she may have concluded to adopt, 
she has been induced to her course by the negotiations pend- 
ing between Texas and the United States on the subject of 
annexation. 

In view of these facts, and adverting to the assurances 
given to this Government by General Muri)hy, Clmrgi^ d'Af- 
laires of the United States, on the 14th of Februarj', and by 
Mr. Calhoun, Secretary of State, on the 11th of April last, 
the undereigncd, hy direction of his excellency the President, 
has the honor to request that General Howard will, as early 
as convenient, take the necessary steps to cause to 1 
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ried into effect these assurances^ and to extend to Texas the 
aid which the present emergency requires. 

The undersigned embraces with great pleasure this occa- 
sion to present to General Howard the assurances of his dis- 
tinguished consideration and regard. 

Anson Jones. 

The Hon. Tilghman A. Howard, 

Charge d' Affaires of the United States, Ac, 



Depabtment of Wab and Mabdte, 

Wasbinotox (Texas), AugxM 6M, 1S44. 

Sir : — I am directed by his excellency the President to 
ask the attention of your department to the facts recently 
made known to this Government, and contained in commu- 
nications recently received from General Adrian WoU, of the 
army of Mexico, and Colonel John C. Hays, commanding on 
the south-western frontier of Texas ; a copy of the former, 
and an extract of the latter of which, are herewith transmit- 
ted. 

The facts contained in these communications, taken in 
connection with other inteUigence which has been received, 
leave no doubt of the objects and intentions of the Mexican 
Government ; and that a considerable military force is now 
being concentrated on the Kio Grande, with the avowed ob- 
ject of immediately following the attack of the cavalry al- 
luded to by Colonel Hays, by that of a more formidable 
force. No doubt can therefore longer exist of the pro- 
priety and necessity of placing immediately on our south- 
western frontier, for the defence of the nation, all the troops 
at the disposal of the Government, whether of our own citi- 
zens, or by existing arrangements between this Government 
and that of the United States. 

I have the honor to be your very obedient servant, 

G. W. Hill, 
Secretary of War and Marine. 

Hon. Anson Jones, Secretary of State, drc. 
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The fuliawing is the information alluded to ; — About 
ten days ago, a secret spy ia my employ arrived in town, and 
informed me that preparations were in progress to mount on 
good horses a force of six hundred men, to be divided into 
three divisions — one of which was to proceed with rapid 
marches to tliia place, and enter the town, if practicable ; 
if repulsed, to retreat. Immediately on their return, an- 
other division would advance, with the same instructions ; 
and 80 on, giving time to each division io refresh, and keep 
up a constant annoyance on this portion of the frontier. 
Two days ago lie returned, confirming liis previous state- 
ment ; and, in addition, a communication from a gentleman 
whose statement cannot be doubted, confirming the report 
of the spy, and stating that they had already 400 fine horses 
purchased to mount the troops, and that their operations 
would commence during the month of August. This state- 
ment cannot be doubted, 



I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c. 
John C. Hays, 
Commanding south-western frontier, 
To the IIoQ. G, W. lliLL, 

SecreUiry of War anil Murine 

Defartxekt or Wab and MAHniE, 

WjigBt-iatoN (Texas). Augut 6'A, IS44. 
I certify the within [foregoing] to be a true extract from 
the original on file in this office. 

M. C. Hamilton, 

C. 0. Dept. War. 
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B. 

[Dranslation.] 

IIeadquastees, Mier, June 19tk, 1844 

Ist Brigade of the North. — Commander-in-Chief. 

The time prefixed by the supreme government of the 
republic for the duration of the armistice celebrated with the 
commissioners of Texas, on the 15th of February of the 
present year, having expired, his excellency the President 
has been pleased to determine that hostilities are renewed, 
and declared to exist from the 11th day of the present 
month, against the inhabitants of that department. While 
I apprise you of this resolution of his excellency, I will also 
represent to you the fact that my Grovemment is highly in- 
dignant at the perfidious conduct of these said inhabitants 
towards the republic, which, ever generous to them, believed 
they were acting in good faith, until the contrary became 
manifest by their disregard of the promises made in the 
same treaty of armistice, as relates to the commissioners, ac- 
cordin*; to article 4, who were to have proceeded to the capi- 
tal of ^lexico, in order to arrange the terms whereby their 
l)ropu8itions niiglit be admitted. 

His excellency the President, convinced that the honor 
of the nation demands that such dishonorable conduct should 
be punished, and that it should be understood that his mo- 
tives for the delay in declining the renewal of hostilities 
has not proceeded from the want of the ability or of re- 
sources, but purely from motives of humanity, desires me to 
make this intimation. 

In the performance of this duty, although the reflection 
that human blood must be shed is painful^ yet I have the 
satisfaction to know that our cause is just, and that it is 
sustained by sacred and imprescriptible rights, in which we 
have no less confidence than in the valor of our troops ; and 
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the Btniggle once renewed, the civilized woild will become 
the judge of our rights, while victory will crown the efforts 

of those who fearlessly wage the battle for their country, op- 
posed to usurpation. 

I have the honor to reiterate to you the a^suraaca of my 
high consideration and esteeiu, 

God and liberty. 

Aduian Woll. 

To Gen. S.iu. Holmos. 



Mi; Howard to Mr. Jones. 

HE I'.vrTEB Sr.lTW, 



;ab), A^i^it 6[ft, 1844. 

The undersigned, Charg^ d'ASiiires of the United States 
near the Guvemment of the republic of Texas, has the honoi 
to acknowledge the receipt of the communication of the 
Hon. Anson Jones, Secretary of State of this republic, of 
this date, together with its accompanying documents. 

The undersigned is aware of the incijiient steps which 
have been taken by the chief of the Mexican Government, 
with the alleged purpose of invading and subjugating 
Texas ; but how far the preparations have gone, he is not 
informed. He has no reason, however, to duubt the infor- 
mation communicated by the honorable Secretary; on the 
contrary, lie has received similar information from other quar- 
ters. How far the relations of Texas and the United States 
may have excited the Mexican Government to additional 
efforts to reconquer Te.-cas, and hastened the renewal of hos- 
tilities, the undersigned has no means of judging. "What- 
ever may be tlie cause, it cannot but be the subject of uni- 
versal regiet throughout Christendom, that a war, of the 
character which has marked the relations of Texas and 
Mexico since the re^'olntion of 1836, should not be brought 
to a close. 

If, however, the recommencement of this conflict has been 
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owinjr to DCffotiations between the Governments of the United 
States and Texas, and if the United States have giren " a^ 
surances " to " extend to Texas the aid which the present 
emergency requires/' — by which the undersigned supposes is 
meant military aid, in repelling the anticipated invasion by 
Mexico, —the obligations thus incurred ought to be, and he 
doubts not will be, observed by his Government. 

The undersigned has taken occasion to re-examine the 
letters of the late General Murphy, of the 14th of February 
last, and of Mr. Calhoun, Secretary of State of the United 
States, of the 11th of April ensuing ; he has also turned his 
attention to the letter of the Hon. John Nelson, Secretar)' 
of State ad interim^ to General Murphy, of the 11th of 
March, 1844, and of the Hon. Isaac Van Zandt, of the 17th 
of January of the same year. The letter of the Hon. Mr. 
Nelson, it will be seen, limits very much the assurances 
given by the Hon. Mr. Murphy, and discloses in explicit 
language the constitutional limitations under which the 
Executive of the United States must act in regard to the 
military power of the country. 

The question, then, is mainly left to rest upon the letter 
of tlic Hon. Mr. Van Zandt of the I7th of JanuaiT, and the 
answer of ]\Ir. Calhoun of the 11th of April, 1844. Mr. 
V^an Zandt submits the following inquiry to the Secretan* 
of State (Mr. Ui)shur) : " Should the Tresident of Texas 
accede to the proposition of annexation, would the President 
of the United States, after the signing of the treaty, ami 
before it shall be ratified and receive the sanction of the 
other branches of both governments, in case Texas should 
desire it, or with her consent, order such number of military 
and naval forces of the United States to such necessary 
points or places upon the territory or borders of Texas, or 
the Gulf of Mexico, as shall be sufficient to protect her 
against foreign aggression ? Mr. Calhoun, after referring 
to the orders given to the naval and military forces, gives 
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the assurance that, should the exigency nrise during iJie 
jjeudcnci/ of the treaty of annexation, the President would 
deem it Lis duty to use all the means placed within his 
power by the Constitution, to protect Texas from invasion. 

The undersigned assures the Honorable Secretary of State 
of the disjiosition of liis Government to fulfil all her obliga- 
tions to Texas, and of the deep interest felt botli by the 
Government and people of the United States in whatever 
concerns her welfare ; to which he will add hia own anxious 
wish to preserve the most jierfect faith towards botli the 
Government and people of Texas, But he is not able to 
lierceivc that an assurance given that the military power 
should be used, so far as it constitutionally might, to repel 
invasion during tiie pendency of the treaty (to wjiich alone 
both Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Van Zandt seem to have had 
reference), would raise an obligation on the President of the 
United States to interpose, by affording military aid to 
Texas on the present emergency. 

In communicating this opinion to the Honorable Secre- 
tary of State, the undersigned is hajjjiy to know that he 
addresses one who is familiar with the fundamental laws and 
government of the Unted States, which prescribe certain 
rules of action for every public functionarj'. 

Nevertheless, as the subject is one of great moment, and 
is entitled to the consideration of the Government of the 
United States, and as the facts communicated are important, 
he will transmit aa speedily as practicable this correspond- 
ence, with the accompanying documents, to his Government, 
and await her instnictions. 

The undersigned, with the most unfeigned pleasure, takes 
this occasion to present to the Hon. Mr, Jones the assurance 
of his distinguished consideration and esteem. 

T. A, HOWABD. 
Boo. Akbo.i Joves, 

Secretary of Stole of the Itepublic of Texai 
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Mr, Calhotm to Mr. Shannon, 

Department of State, Washxnqtox, Sept lOth, 1844w 

Sir : — There can be no longer any doubt that Mexico in- 
tends to renew the war against Texas on a large scale, and 
to carry it on with more than savage ferocity. The loan she 
has authorized, and the expensive preparations she is making 
by land and sea, are sufficient proofs of the former ; and the 
orders of the commander of the army of the north (General 
Woll), issued the 20th day of June last, and the decree of 
Santa Anna, general of division and provisional President of 
Mexico, on the 17th day of June, 1843, of the latter. The 
decree makes the general-in-chief of divisions of the army, 
and the commandant-general of the coast and frontier, 
responsible for its exact fulfilment. It was under that 
responsibility, it would seem, that (Jeneral WoU, to whom 
the Texan frontier was assigned, issued his order of the 20th 
June. After announcing that the war was renewed against 
Texas ; that all communications with it must cease ; and 
that every individual, of whatever condition, who may have 
communication with it, shall be regarded as a traitor, and as 
such be punished according to the articles of war ; the order 
announces, in its 3d article, that " every individual who may 
be found at the distance of one league from the left bank of 
the Eio Bravo, will be regarded as a favorer and accomplice 
of the usurpers of that part of the national territory, and as 
a traitor to his countrj^," and, after a summaiy military trial, 
^* shall be punished accordingly." And in its 4th article, it 
also states '' that every individual who may be embraced 
within the provisions of the preceding article, and may be 
rash cnougli to fly at the sight of any force belonging to the 
supreme government, shall be pursued until taken or put to 
death." 

In what spirit the decree of the I7th of June, which the 



REPORTS AND PUBLIC LETTKRfi. d65 

order is intended exactly to fulIU, is to bo executed, the fiite 
of the party under General Sentroanat, at TuImisco, affurds 
an illustration, Tliey were arrested under it, and exe- 
ciited, without hearing or trial, against tho indignant rcraon- 
strancea of the French and Spanish ministers near the 
Government of Mexico, who in vain invoked the voice of 
Imnianity, the sacred obligations of the Constitution, and 
the sanctity of treaties, in behalf of their countrymen who 
wore executed under tliia illegal and bloody deciee. 

If tho decree itself was thus enforced, in time of peace, 
on thoBubjocts of friendly powers, and against the remon- 
strances of their ministers, some faint conception may be 
formed of the ferocious and devastating spirit in which the 
order of General WoU is intended to be executed against the 
inhabitants of Texas, and all who may in any way aid theii 
cause, or even have communication with them. It was 
under a decree similar to that of the 17th of June, 1843, and 
issued by the same authority on the 30th of October, 1835, 
but which was not so comprehensive in its provisions, or so 
bloody and ferocious in its character, that the cold-blooded 
butchery of Fannin and his party, and other Texan prisoners, 
Mas ordered by Santa Anna in his invasion of 1S36. 

That decree was limited to foreigners who should land at 
any port of Mexico, or arrive by land, being armed and having 
hostile intentions, or who should introduce arms and muni- 
tions of war, to be used at any place in rebellion, or placed 
in the hands of its enemies. As savage and outrageous as 
its provisions were, tli8 oi-der of General Woll, intended to 
carry out that of June, 1843, goes far beyond. It embraces 
every individual who may be found east of a line drawn 
three miles east of the Hio del Norte, without distinction of 
age or sex, foreigner or citizen, condition or vocation ; all of 
every description, whether they resist or surrender, are to ho 
treated as traitors, and all who Ace are to he shot down. 
The war Is intended, in short, to be one of utter extirpation. 
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All that breathe are to be destroyed or driven ont^ and 
Texas left a desolate waste ; and so proclaimed to the world 
by Mexico, in advance of her projected invasion. 

The first question which presents itself for consideration 
on this statement of facts, is, — Shall we stand by, and 
witness in silence the renewal of the war by Mexico, and its 
prosecution in this bloodthirsty and desolating spirit ? In 
order to answer it fully and satisfi^torily, it will be neces- 
sary to inquire first into her object for renewing the war at 
this time. 

There can be but one — and that is, to defeat the annexa- 
tion of Texas to our Union. She knows full well that the 
rejection of the treaty has but postponed the question of 
annexation. She knows that Congress adjourned without 
finally disposing of it ; that it is now pending before both 
Houses, and actively canvassed before the people throughout 
the wide extent of our Union ; and that it will in all proba- 
bility be decided in its favor, unless it should be defeated by 
some movement exterior to the country. We would be 
blind not to see that she proposes to effect it by the pro- 
jected invasion, either by conquering and subjecting Texas 
to her power, or by forcing her to withdraw the proposition 
for annexation, and to form commercial and political con- 
nections with some other power less congenial to her feelings 
and favorable to her independence, and more threatening to 
her and our permanent welfare and safety. Of the two, the 
latter is much the more probable. She once attempted con- 
quest, but signally failed, — although^the attempt was made 
under the lead of her most skilful and renowned general, — 
at the head of a well-appointed army, consisting of her best 
disciplined and bravest troops, and while Texas was yet in 
her infancy, without a government, almost without me^ns, 
and with an inconsiderable population. With this example 
before her, she can scarcely hope to succeed now, under a 
leader of less skill and renown, and when Texas has settled 



REPORTS ASD PUBLIC LETTERS, 367 

down under a wpU-established government, and has so greatly 
increased in means and population. It is possible ehe muy 
be overrun ; but to expect to bold her in subjection, with 
her present population and means, at the distance of more 
than twelve bundred miles from the city of Mexico, with a 
difficult intermediate country, destitute in a great degree of 
resources, would be extreme folly. The very attempt would 
exhaust her means, and leave her prostrated. No ! the 
alternative is to drive out the inhabitants and desolate the 
country, or force her into some foreign and unnatural 
alliance ; and this, the ferocious and savage order of General 
Woll shows is well understood by Mexico, and is, in reality, 
the object cf her policy. 

Shall we stand by, and permit it to be consummated, 
and thereby defeat a measure long cherished, and indis- 
pensable alike to the safety and welfare of the United States 
(ind Texas ? No measure of policy has been more steadily 
or longer pursued, and that by both of the great parties in- 
to which the Union is divided. Many believed that Texas 
was embraced in the cession of Louisiana, and was im])ro- 
perly, if not unconstitutionally, surrendered by the treaty of 
Florida in 1819, Under that impression, and the general 
conviction of its importance to the safety and welfare of 
the Union, its annexation has been an object of constant 
pursuit ever since. It was twice attempted dniing the 
administration of Mr, Adams — once in 1825, shortly after 
he came into power, and again in 1827. It was thrice at- 
tempted under the administration of his successor (General 
Jackson) — firat in 1829, immediately after he came into 
power; again in 1833; and finally in 1835, just before 
Texas declared her independence. Texas herself made a 
proposition for annexation in 1837, at the commencement 
of Mr. Van Bua'u's administration, which he declined — not, 
however, on the ground of opposition to the policy of the 
measure. The United States had preriously acknowledged 
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her independence, and the example has since been followed 
by Fmnce and Great Britain. The latter, soon after her 
recognition, began to adopt a line of policy in reference to 
Texas, which has given greatly increased importance to the 
measure of annexation, by making it still more essential to 
the safety and welfare both of herself and the United 
States. 

Tn pursuance of this long-^cherished and established 
policy, and under the conviction of the necessity of acting 
promptly in order to prevent the defeat of the measure, the 
present administration invited Texas to renew the proposi- 
tion for annexation, which had been declined by its pre- 
decessor. It was accepted ; and, as has been stated, is 
now pending. The question recurs, — Shall we stand by 
quietly, and permit Mexico to defeat it, without making an 
eflFort to oppose her ? Shall we, after this long and con- 
tinued effort to annex Texas, now, when the measure is 
about to be consummated, allow Mexico to put it aside, 
perhaps for ever ? Shall the " golden opportunity " be lost, 
never again to return ? Shall we permit Texas, for having 
accei)ted an invitation, tendered her at a critical moment, to 
join us, and consummate a measure essential to their and 
our permanent peace, welfare, and safety, to be desolated, 
her inhabitants to be butchered, or driven out ; or, in 
order to avert so great a calamity, to be forced, against 
her will, into a strange alliance which would terminate 
in producing Lusting hostilities between her and us, to the 
permanent injury, and perhaps the ruin, of both ? 

The President has fully and deliberately examined the 
subject, and has come to the conclusion that honor and 
humanity, as well as the welfare and safety of both countries, 
forbid it ; and that it is his duty, during the recess of Con- 
gress, to use all his constitutional means in opposition to it ; 
leaving that body, when it assembles, to decide on the 
course which, in its opinion, it would be proper for the 
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Qovernnient to adojrt. la accordance with this conclusion, 
the President would be compelled to regard tlie invasion of 
Texas by Mexico, while the question of annexation is 
landing, as highly offensive to the United States. He 
entertains no doubt that we had the right to invite her to 
renew the proposition for annexation ; and she, as an inde- 
pendent State, had a right to accept it, without consulting 
Mexico or asking lier leave. Ho regards Texas in every 
respect, as independent as Mexico, and as competent to 
transfer the whole or part of Texas, as she would be the 
whole or part of Mexico. To go no further hack : under 
the Constitution of 1824, Tesas and Coahuila were mem- 
bers of the federation formed by the United States of 
Mexico ; Texas with Coahuila f jrming one State, with 
the right guaranteed to Tesas, by the Constitution, to form 
a separato State as soon as her population would permit. 
The sereral States remained equal in lights, and equally 
independent of each other, until 1835, when the Consti- 
tution was subverted by the militai^', and all the States 
which dared to resist were subjugated by fircc, except Texas. 
She stood uj) manfully and bravely in defence of her rights 
and independence, which she gloriously and euccessfnlly 
asserted on the battle-ground of Sun Jacinto in 1836, aud 
has ever since maintained. The Constitution of 1824 made 
her indeiiendent, and her valor and her sworJ havo main- 
tained lier so. She has been acknowledged to be so by 
three of the leading powers of Christendom, and regarded 
by all as such, except Mexico hei'self Nor has she ever 
stood, in relation to Mexico, as a rebellious department or 
province, struggltDg to obtain independence after throwing 
off her yoke ; much less as that of a band of lawless intru- 
ders and iismpers, without government or jjoliticnl existence, 
aa Mexico would have the world to believe. The true 
relation between them is that of independent members of 
a Federal Government, but now subverted by force ; the 
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weaker of which has successfully resisted, under fearful odds, 
the attempts of the stronger to conquer and subject her to 
its power. It is in that light we regard her ; and in that 
we had the right to invite her to renew the proposition for 
annexation, and to treat with her for admission into the 
Union, without giving any just offence to Mexico, or viola- 
ting any obligation by treaty, or otherwise, between us and 
her. Nor will our honor, any more than our welfare and 
safety, permit her to attack Texas while the question of 
annexation is pending. If Mexico has thought proper to 
, take offence, it is we, who invited a renewal of the proposi- 
tion, and not she, who accepted it, who ought to be held 
responsible ; and we, as the responsible party, cannot, 
without implicating our honor, permit another to suffer 
in our place. Entertaining these views, Mexico would make 
a great mistake if she should suppose that the President 
would regard with indifference the renewal of the war which 
she has proclaimed against Texas. Our honor and our 
interests are both involved. 

But another, and a still more elevated consideration, 
would forbid him to look on with indifference. As strong as 
are the objections to the renewal of the war, those to the 
manner in which it is to be conducted are still more so. If 
honor and interest forbid a tame acquiescence in the renewal 
of the war, the voice of humanity cries aloud against the 
manner of conducting it. All the world have an interest 
that the rules and usages of war, as established between civ- 
ilized nations in modern times, should be respected, and are 
in duty bound to resist their violation, and to see them pre- 
served. In this case, that duty is pre-eminently ours. We 
are neighbors ; the nearest to the scenes of the proposed 
atrocities ; most competent to judge, from our proximity ; 
and, for the same reason, enabled more readily to interpose 
For the same reason, also, our sympathy would be more 
deeply wounded by viewing the mingled scenes of misery 
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whicli would present themselves on all Bides, and hearing 
the groans of the suffering ; not to mention tho dangers to 
which we would be exposed, in consequence, on a weak and 
distant frontier, with numerous and powerful bands of In- 
dians in its vicinity. 

If any thing can add to the atrocity witG which it is 
proclaimed the war will be waged, it is tha bold fiction, re- 
gardlews of the semblance of trnth, to which the Government 
of Mexico has resorted, in order to give color to the decree 
of Jnne, 1843, and the orders of General Woll. Finding 
nothing in tho conduct of the Government or j)eople of 
Texas to justify their bloody and ferocions character, it has 
assumed, in wording them, that there is no such government 
or community as Texas ; that the Individuals to be found 
there are lawless intruders and usurpers, without political 
existence, who may rightfully bo treated asagang of pirates, 
outcasts from society, and, as such, not entitled to tho pro- 
tection of the laws of nations or humanity. In this assump- 
tion it obstinately persists, in spite of the well-known and 
(excepting the Government of Mexico) tho universally ad- 
mitted fact, that the colonists of Texas, Instead of being 
intruders and usurpers, were invited to settle there, — first, 
under a grant by the Spanish authority to Mosea Austin, 
which was afterwards confirmed by the Mexican authority ; 
and, subsequently, by similar grants from the State of Texos- 
Coabuila, which it was authorized to issue by the Constitu- 
tion of 1824. They came there as invited guests ; — not 
invited for their own interests, but for those of Spain and 
Mexico ; to protect a weak and helpless province from the 
ravages of wandering tribes of Indians ; to improve, culti- 
vate, and render productive, wild and almost uninhabited 
wastes ; and to make that valuable, which was before worth- 
less. All this they effected at great costs, and with much 
danger and dlfficnlty, which nothing but American enei^ 
and pei-severance could overcome ; not only imalded by 
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Mexico, but in despite of the imjieLlinionts caused by heJ 
interference. 

Instead of a lawless gang of adventui-crs, as they are 
assumed to be by tbe Government of Mexico, these iniited 
colonists became, iu a fyw years, a constituent portion of the 
members of the Mexican union, and proved themselves to 
be the descendants of a free and hardy race, by the bra\-ery 
and energy with which they met the subverters of the Con- 
stitution of 1824, and Buccessfully preserved their indepen- 
dence. This done, they gave a still higher proof of their 
descent, by establishing wise and free institutions, and yield- 
ing ready obedience to kws of their own enacting. Under 
the influence of these causes, they have enjoyed peace and 
security ; while their industry and energy, protected by equal 
laws, have widely extended tbe limits of cultivation and im- 
provements over their beautifiil country. It is such a peo- 
ple, living under a free and well-established government, and 
on whose soil " no hostile foot has found rest " for the last 
eight years — who have been recognized and introduced as 
one of its members into the family of nations — that Mexico 
has undertaken to treat as a lawless banditti, and against 
whom, ns such, she has proclaimed a war of extermination, 
forgetful of their exalted and generous humanity, when, 
during tbe former invasion, they sjmred the forfeited lives of 
him who ordered, and those who butchered, in cold blood, 
the heroic . Fannin and bis bravo associates, regardless of 
plighted faith. The Government of Mexico may delude 
itself by its bold fictions; but it cannot delude the rest of 
the world. It will be judged and hold responsible, not by 
what it may choose to regard as facta, and to act u^xm as 
such, but what are in reality facts, known and acknowledged 
by all, save herself 

Siicb ore the views which the President entertains in ref- 
erence to the renewal of the war, after so long e suspension, 
and under existing circumstances, and tbe barbarous and 
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bloody manner in which it ia proclaimed it will be con- 
ducted. He instructa you, accordingly, to address, without 
delay, t-o the proper department of the Mexican Government, 
a commnnication, in which you will state the views enter- 
tained by him in reference to the renewal of the war while 
the question of annexation is pending, and the inannor in 
which it ia intended to be conducted ; and to protest against 
both, in strong language, accompanied by declarations that 
the President cannot regard them with indifference, hut as 
highly offensive to the United States. Yoii are also in- 
structed to renew the declaration made to the Mexican 
Secretary by our ChargiS d' Affaires, ia announcing the conclu- 
sion of the treaty,— thiit the measure was adopted in no 
spirit of hostility to Mexico ; and that, if annexation should 
l>e consummated, the United States will be prepared to ad- 
just all questions growing out of it, including that of boun- 
daiy, on the most liberal terms. ■ 

I am, sir," respectfully, your obedient servant, 

' ' ' J. C. Calhodn. 

Wnsos SoANso-v, Esq.. &c. 

Orders of_Gcneral WoU. 

[Eetirrti to In ihB la^lni^Uaas at Mr. Cjilboan to Mr. Sliuwoa or ths IDlh of B([>Iouher, 
.ISM.] 

HeADQVlBTEBg or THE AsMT OP TDK NoRTH, 

. ■ ■ ■ Uiai, June 201/1. \8ii. 

■ I, Adrian Woll, general of brigade, &e,, make known : — 
' ■!, -The armistice agreed on with the Department of 
Texas having expired, and the war being, in consequence, 
recommenced against the inliabitants of that dejMrtment, 
all communication with it ceases. 

■ 2. Every individual, of whatever condition, who may con- 
travene provisions' of the preceding article, shall he regarded 
as a traitor, and shall receive the punishment prescribed in 
article 45, title 10, treatise 8, of the articles of war. 
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3. Every individual who may be found at the distance 
of one league from the left bank of the Bio Bravo, will be 
regarded as a favorer and accomplice of the usurpers of that 
part of the national territory, and as a traitor to his coun- 
try ; and, after a summary military trial, shall receive the 
said punishment. 

4. Every individual who may be comprehended within the 
provisions of the preceding article, and may be rash enough 
to fly at the sight of any force belonging to the supreme 
government, shall be pursued until taken or put to death. 

5. In consideration of the situation of the towns of 
Lareda and Santa Bit«^ de Ampudia, as well as of all the 
farm-houses beyond the Bio Bravo, in which remain all the 
interests of the inhabitants of the line committed to my 
charge, I have this day received from the supreme govern- 
ment orders to determine the manner by which those inter- 
ests are to be protected ; but, until the determination of 
the supreme government be received, I warn all those who 
are beyond the limits here prescribed, to bring them within 
the line, or to abandon them ; as those who disobey this 
order will infallibly suffer the punishment here established. 

Adrian Woll. . 



TrandtUum of a Decree of the Mexican Oovemment, 
[Referred to iu the iastrncUons of Mr. Galhoan to Mr. Shannon, of lOth September, 18il] 

Depabtment or War and Masink, 

National Palace, Mexico, June l*Jth, 184S. 

I, Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, benemerito of the 
country, general of division, and provisional President of the 
Mexican republic, hereby make known to the people, that — 

Considering the criminal and detestable abuse which has 
been, and is now, committed by many foreigners, belonging, 
for the most part, to nations in peace and friendship with 
Mexico, in usurping its territory, invading it with arms, in 
fighting the troops of the republic, in robbing property, and 
committing other acts of violence worthy of hordes of ban- 
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ditti and pirates out of tho pale of the laws of nations ; 
and that the time hag at length come to put an end to these 
evils and villaniea, by exercising the rights and employing 
the forces used by niitions in Euch cases, inasmuch as the 
same persons, whom the Government has jiardoned through 
its generosity and clemency, have returned to try their for- 
tune by committing new aggressions for the advancement of 
their nefarious ends : — I have resolved, for the good of tlie 
nation, in order to presor\'e it from the attacks of such ad- 
venturers, and to prove the firmness with which I uphold 
the rights of the republic, to cause the following articles to 
be obseiTcd, wiiich I have decreed in virtue of the 7th arti- 
cle of the Bases of Tacubaya, sanctioned by the nation : 

Ahticlk 1. In future, no quarter shall be granted to any 
foreigner who invades tho territory of the republic on his 
own account, whether he be accompanied in his enterprise 
by a few or by many adventurers ; and even if he do so 
ostensibly with the pretext of protecting civil discords, in 
which a political object is set forth ; and all such persons, 
taken witli arms in tiieir hands, shall be immediately put to 
death. Tliis punishment shall be inflicted on all foreigners, 
from whatsoever country ; because, as Mexico is at peace 
with all nations, every one who makes war on her does it 
purely on his own individual responsibility, and places him- 
self out of the protection of existing treatiea 

Art. 2. The generals-in-chief qf the divisions of the 
army, the commandants-general of the coast and frontier 
departments, and any other military authority whatsoever, 
who may take a foreigner in the net of invading our territorj-, 
or promoting civil war with arms in hand, shall be responsi- 
ble for the most exact fulfilment of this decree ; and the 
penalty for noncompliance with it shall be loss of employ- 
ment on the part of the person rosponsible. 

Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna. 

Jbai MiUA ToRSEL, Seoreturj of IVnr »nd Mnrine. 
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Mr, Colhoun to Mr. Dondaon, 

Department of State, Wabhixotoit, 8epL 17M, 1844. 

r 

« ■ - * 

Sir : — Annexed hereto is a copy of a despatch recently 
forwarded to the late Charge d' Affaires of the United Stateg 
to Texas, which, should you accept the appointment con- 
ferred on you by the President, will be regarded as if directed 
to yourself. The package containing the original, and other 
papers, was delivered to Lieut. George Stevens^ who, as a 

• * * ■ 

special messenger, was instructed to deliver it into the hands 
of the Charge', Gen. Howard. It is not improbable that, 
owing to the untimely death of Gen. Howard, and the ab- 
sence of any representative of the United States at the seat 
of the Government of Texas, Lieut. Stevens may return it 
to this department. To obviate the inconvenience which 
might arise from such a state of things, I forward herewith 
a copy of the despatch and accompanying papers. 

Since the date of the despatch to Mr. Howard, informa- 
tion has been received at this deparAient, through* Major 
Butler, agent fur the Cherokee Indians, that Mexican emis- 
saries, or agents of the Mexican Government, are employed 
in instigating the Indian tribes on our south-western frontier 
to acts of hostility against our citizens, and those of Texas, 
residing in their respective neighborhoods. * This, if true, is 
in direct violation of the treaty of amity between the two 
countries, of the 5th of April, 1831 ; a printed copy of 
which I herewith forward to you, calling your attention,'at 
the same time, to its 33d article. 

There seems to be but little doubt as to the correctness 
of the information communicated by Major Butler ;.and the 
President instructs and authorizes you, in case the Govern- 
ment of Texas should apply to you to fulfil the treaty obli- 
gations of the United States, to maintain peace and har- 
mony among the several Indian nations who inhabit the 
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lauds adjacent to the lines and rivers whicli form the boun- 
daries of the two coiintrica, and to restrain, by force, all 
hostilities and incursions on the part of the Indian nations 
living within niir boundaries ; and if you sliomd, upon exam- 
ination, consider the grounds sufficient to warrant such appli- 
cation, to make requisition on either or all of the command- 
ants of the forces at Forta Jesup, Towson, and Washita, for 
such portions of their respective commands as may he deemed 
necessary for the purpose, to be marched and stationed at 
such points as you may, on consultation with the Texan au- 
thorities, deem beat adapted to secure the object — either 
within the. limits of the United States, or, if requested by 
the Government of Texas, within its hmits ; it being under- 
stood that the objects are limited to the fulfilment of our 
treaty stipulations. 

I herewith inclose copies of the orders which have been 
issued by the proper department to the several officers in 
command at the respective [wsts, to comjily with your requi- 
sition. You will take care, in making tJie requisitions, to 
leave a sufficient force at the respective stations to protect 
them and the piihUc property against the dangers to which, 
in your judgment, they may be exposed. 

I am, sir, with high respect, your obedient servant, 

J. C. Calhoux. 

To A. J. DoNEiaoN, Esq., A'l 

Mr. Calhoun to Mr. Howard. 

DEFABTilENT Ot SrjTE, WaHIIINGTDN, Sfpt. lOCA, 1844. 

Sir : — Your despatch (No. 1) transmitted through Gene- 
ral Taylor, incloaiog a copy of your correspondence with 
the Secretary of State of the Republic of Texas, has been 
laid before the President, who has given to it that deliberate 
consideration which its importance claims. 

He approves of the construction which you placed on the 
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letter of Mr. Nelson, acting Secretary of State ad inteHm^ 
to Mr. Murphy ; and on mine to Mr. Van Zandt, in relation 
to the assurances to which the Texan Secretary of State re- 
fers in his letter to which yours is a reply. But he instructs 
you to assure the Government of Texas that he feels the fuU 
force of the obligation of this Government to protect Texas. 
^lending the question of annexation, against the attacks 
which Mexico may make on her, in consequence of her ac- 
ceptance of the proposition of this Government to open 
negotiations on the subject of annexing Texas to the United 
States. As far as it relates to the Executive Department, he 
is prepared to use all its powers for that purpose. But the 
Government of Texas is fully aware that they are circum- 
scribed by the Constitution within narrow limits, which it 
would not be possible for the President to transcend. All 
that he can do is. to make suitable representations to the 
Mexican Government against the renewal of the war pending 
the question of annexation, and the savage manner in which 
it is proposed to conduct it, accompanied by appropriate 
protests and indications of the feelings with which he re- 
gards both ; and to recommend to Congi*ess to adopt mea- 
sures to repel any attack which may be made. 

In execution of the first, a communication (a copy of 
wliich is inclosed) has been addressed to our minister in 
Mexico, and forwarded to him by a special messenger, 
which, it is to be hoped, will not be without eflfect in arrest- 
ing her hostile movements. You will give a copy of it to 
the Texan Government, and you will assure it that, when 
Congress meets, the President will recommend the adoption 
of measures to protect Texas effectually against the attacks 
of Mexico pending the question of annexation. He hopes 
these measures will prove satisfactory to the Government oi 
Texas, and that no serious invasion will be attempted; at 
least, before the meeting of Congress. 

I enclose a copy of a despatch to our minister at Paris, 
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wliiuh yott may show to Presidi?nt HoustoQ and the Secretary 
of State. It will doulitless be satisfactory to them to liiara 
that France is not disposed, in any event, to take a hostile 
attitude in reference to annexation. A despatch, of a Bub- 
sequent date to the one to which the inclosed is an answer, 
gives a conversation between Mr. Guizot and our minister, 
equally eatisfiictory as that with the King. Ho stated, in 
reply to a question on the part of our minister, tliat France 
had not agreed to unite wilh England in a protest against 
annexation. 

I am happy to add, in conclnsion, that the indications 
of public sentiment are highly favorable to the cause of an- 
nexation, and that wo may now look forward with much con- 
fidence to the consummation of that great measure at no 
distant period. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. C. Caluoun. 

To TiLGUUA-i A, DoaMnr-, Esq.. Ae., 4e., 4e, 

Mr. Calhoun to Mr. King. 

DEFABTMeNT OF &UTE, W:UQI!IOtQX, AufflUl ISIA, lStj> 

Sir : — I have laid your despatch No. 1 before the I 
dent, who instnicts me to make known to you that he 1: 
read it with much pleasure, especially the portion which re- 
lates to your cordial reception by the King, and his assurance 
of friendly feelings towards the United States. The Presi- 
dent in particular highly appreciates the declaration of the 
King, that in no event would any steps be taken by his Gov- 
ernment in the slightest degree hostile, or which would give 
to the XInitetl States just cause of complaint. It was the 
more gratifying from the fact that our previous information 
was calculated to make the impression that the Government 
Df France was prepanxl to unite with Great Britain in a 
joint protest against the annexation of Texas, and a joint 
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effort to induce her G-overnmeot to withdraw the proijosi- 
tion to anneXj on condition that Mexico should ho made tc 
acknowledge her indeitendence. He is happy to infer from 
your despatch that the infurmation, as far as it relates to 
France, is, in all prohability, without foundation. You did 
not go further than you ouyht in assuringthe King that the 
abject of annosation would be pursued with unabated vigor, 
and in giving your opinion that a decided majority of tho 
American people were in its favor, and that it would cer- 
tainly be annexed at no distant day. I feel confident that 
your anticipations will bo fully realized at no distant period. 
Every day will tend to weaken that combiaation of political 
causes which led to the opposition of tho measure, and to 
strengthen the conviction that it was not only expedient, but 
just and necessary. You were right in making the dis- 
tinction between the interests of Franco and England in 
reference to Texas — or rather, I would say, the apparent in- 
terests of the two countries. France cannot possibly hare 
any other than commercial interest in desiring to see her 
preserve her separate independence ; while it is certain that 
England looks beyond, to political interests, to which she 
apparently attaches much importance. But, in our opinion, 
the interest of both against the measure is more apparent 
than real ; and that neither France, England, nor even 
Mexico herself, has any in opposition to it, when the subject 
is fairly viewed and considered in its whole extent and in all 
its bearings. Thus viewed and considered, and assuming that 
peiice, the extension of commerce," and security, are' objects 
of primary policy with them, it may, as it aeeras to me, be 
readily shown that tlio policy on tho part of those powers 
which' woidd acfjniesee in a measure so strongly desired by 
both the United Slates and Texas, for their mutual welfare 
and safety, as tlie annexation of the latter to tho former, 
would he far more promotive of these great objects than that 
which woiild attempt to resist it. 



^ 



HEPOBXa AKD PDBLIC LETTERS. 381 

It IB impossible tocast a look at the map of the TJaitcd States 
and Texas, and to note the long, artificial, and inconvenient 
line which divides them, und then to take into consideration 
the. extraordinary increase of population and growth of the 
former, and the source from which the latter must derive its 
inhahitants, institutions, and laws, without coming to the 
conclusion that it is their destiny to be united, and, of 
course, that annexation is merely a question of time and 
mode. Thus regarded, the question to be decided would 
seem to bo, whether it would not bo better to permit it to 
be done now, with the mutual consent of both pai'tics, and 
the acquiescence of these powers, than to attcm])t to resist 
and defeat it. If the former course be adopted, the certain 
fruits would l>e the preservation of peace, great extension of 
commerce, hy the rapid settlement and improvement of 
Texas, and increased security, especially to Mexico. The 
last, in reference to Mexico, may be doubted ; but I hold it 
not less clear than the other two. 

It would be a great mistake to suppose that this Govern- 
ment has any hostile feelings towards Mexico, or any dispo- 
sition to aggrandize itself at her expense. The fact is the 
very reverse. 

It wishes her well, and desires to see her settled down in 
peace and security ; and is prepared, in the event of the 
annexation of Texas, if not forced into conflict with her, to 
projvose to settle with lier the question of boundary, and all 
others growing out of the annexation, on the most liberal 
terms. Nature herself has clearly marked the boundary 
between her and Texas by natural limits too strong to be 
mistaken. There are few countries whose limits are so dis- 
tinctly mai^kcd ; and it would be our desire, if Texas should 
be united to us, to see them firmly established, as the most 
certain means of establishing permanent peace between the 
two countries, and strengthening and cementing their friend- 
ship. Such would be the certain consequence of permitting 
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the annesation to take place now, with the acquiescence of 
Mexico ; but very different would be the case if it should 
be attempted to resist and defeat it, whether the attempt 
should be successful for the present or not. Any attempt of 
the kind would, not improbably, lead to a conflict between 
us and Mexico, and involve consequences, in reference to her 
and the general peace, long to be deplored on all sides, and 
difficult to be repaired. But should that not be the case, 
and the interference of another power defeat the annexation 
for the present, without the interruption of peace, it would 
but postpone the conflict, and render it more fierce and 
bloody whenever it might occur. Its defeat would be attri- 
buted to enmity and ambition on the part of that power by 
whose interference it was occasioned, and excite deep jea- 
lousy and resentment on the part of our people, who woidd 
be ready to seize the first favorable opportunity to effect by 
force, what was prevented from being done peaceably by 
mutual consent. It is not difficult to see how greatly such 
a conflict, come when it might, would endanger the general 
peace, and how much Mexico might be the loser by it. 

In the mean time, the condition of Texas would be 
rendered uncertain, her settlement and prosperity in conse- 
quence retarded, and her commerce crippled, while the 
general peace would be rendered much more insecure. It 
could not but greatly affect us. If the annexation of Texas 
should be permitted to take place peaceably now (as it 
would, without the interference of other powers), the energies 
of our people would, for a long time to come, be directed 
to the peaceable pursuits of redeeming, and bringing within 
the pale of cultivation, improvements, and civilization, that 
large portion of the continent lying between Mexico on one 
side, and the British possessions on the other, which is now, 
with little exception, a wilderness with a sparse population, 
consisting, for the most part, of wandering Indian tribes. 

It is our destiny to occupy that vast region ; to intersect 
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it with roads and canals ; to fill It with cities, towns, vil- 
lages, and farms ; to extend over it our religion, customs, 
constitution, and laws ; and to present it as a peaceful and 
splendid addition to the domains of commerce and civiliza- 
tion. Il is our policy to increase, by growing and spreading 
out into unoccupied regions, aasimilating all we incorporate : 
in a word, to increase by accretion, and not, through con- 
quest, by the addition of masses held together by the cohesion 
of force. No system can bo more unsuited to the latter 
process, or better adapted to the former, than our admirable 
Federal sj'stcm. If it should not be resisted in its course, 
it will pnibably fulfil its destiny without disturbing our 
neighbors, or putting in jeopardy the general peace ; but if 
it be opposed by foreign interference, a new direction will be 
given to our energy, much less favorable to harmony with our 
neighbors, and to the general peace of the world. 

The change would be imdesirable to us, and much less in 
accordance with what I have assumed to be primary objects 
of policy on the part of France, England, and Mexico, 

But, to descend to particulars : it is certain that while 
England, like France, desires the independence of Texas, 
with the view to commercial connections ; it is not less so, 
that one of the leatling motives of England for desiring it, 
is the hope that, through her diplomacy and infiiience, negro 
slavery may be abolished there, and ultimately, by conse- 
quence, in the United States, and throughout the whole of 
this continent. That its ultimate abolition throughout the 
entire continent is an object ardently desired hy her, we have 
decisive proof in the declaration of the Earl of Aberdeen, 
delivered to this department, and of which you will find a 
copy among the documents transmitted to Congress with the 
Texan treaty. That she desires its abolition in Texas, and 
has used her influc-nee and diplomacy to effect it there, the 
same document, with the correspondence of this department 
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with Mr. Pakenham, also to be found among the documentei 
furnishes proof not less conclusive. 

That one of the objects of abolishing it there, is to facili- 
tate its abolition in the United States, and throughout the 
continent, is manifest from the declaration of the abolition 
party and societies, both in this country and in England. 
In fact, there is good reason to believe that the scheme of 
abolishing it in Texas, with the view to its abolition in the 
United States and over the continent, originated with", the 
prominent members of the party in the United States, and 
was first broached by them in the (so called) World's Con- 
vention, held in London in the year 1840, and through its 
agerfcy brought to the notice of the British government. 

Now, I hold not only that France can have no interest 
in the cousuuimation of this grand scheme, which England 
hopes to accomplish through Texas, if she can defeat the an- 
nexation ; but that her interest, and those of all the conti- 
nental powers of Europe, are directly and deeply opposed to it. 

It is too late in the day to contend that humanity or 
philanthropy is the great object of the policy of England in 
attempting to abolish African slavery on this continent. 

I do not question but humanity may have been one of her 
leading motives for the abolition of the African slave trade, 
and that it may have had a considerable influence in abolishing 
slavery in her West India possessions — aided, indeed, by 
the fallacious calculation that the labor of the negroes would 
be at least as profitable, if not more so, in consequence of the 
measure. She acted on the principle that tropical products 
can be produced cheaper by free African labor and East In- 
dia labor, than by slave labor. She knew full well the value 
of such products to her commerce, navigation, navy, manu- 
factures, revenue, and power. She was not ignorant that 
the support and the maintenance of her political preponder- 
ance depended on her tropical possessions, and had no inten- 
tion of diminishing their productiveness, nor any anticipation 
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that such would be the effect, wlien the scheme of aholishing 
'slavery in her colonial possessions was adopted. On the con- 
trary, she calculated to combine philanthropy with profit aud 
power, as is not unusual with fanaticisin. Experience has 
convinced her of the fallacy of her calculations. She haa 
failed in all her objects. The labor of her negmes has 
proved far less productive, without affording the consolation 
of haviug improved their condition. 

The experiment has turned out to be a costly one. She 
expended nearly one hundred millions of dollars in indemni- 
fying the owners of the emancipated slaves. It is estimated 
that the increased price i>aid since, by the peoplo of Great 
Britain, for sugar and other tropical productions, in conse- 
quence of the measure, is equal to half that sum ; and that 
twie« that amount has been expended in the suppression of 
the slave trade ; making, together, two hundred and flfly 
millions of dollars as the cost of tb.e experiment. Instead of 
realizing her hope, the result has been a sad disappointment. 
Her tropical products have fallen off to a vast amount. In- 
stead of supplying her own wants and those of nearly all 
Europe with them, as formerly, she has now, in some of the 
most important articles, scarcely enough to supply her own. 
"What is worse, her own colonies are actually consuming 
sugar produced by slave labor, brought direct to England, or 
refined iu bond, and exported and sold in her colonies as 
«beap or cheaper than they can be produced there ; while 
the slave trade, instead of diminishing, has been, in fact, car- 
ried on to a greater extent than ever. So disastrous has been 
the result, that her fixed capital vested in tropical posses- 
sions, estimated at the value of nearly five hundred millions 
of dollars, is said to stand on the brink of ruin. 

But this is not the worst. While this costly scheme hag 
had such ruinous effects on the tropical productions of Great 
Britain, it has given a powerful stimulus, followed by a cor- 
responding increase of products, to those countries which 
Vol- v.— 25 
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have had the gocxl^ sense: to shun bar example. There hai 
been vested, it' is estimated' • by them^. in the pioductioa of 
tropical products, since 1808, in fixed capital^ neariy 
$4,000,000,000, wholly, dependent on slave labon In the 
same, period, the value of i their products has been estimated 
to have. risen from about $72,000,000. annually, to nearijr 
$220,000,000 ; while the whole* of the fixed capital of Great 
Britain, vested in cultivating tropical products, both in 
the East and West ' Indies, is estimated at only aboat 
$830,000,000, and the value of the products annually it 
about 50,000^000. To present a still more striking view of 
three articles of tropical products (sugar, ooffee, aoadcottoD), 
the British'possessions, including the West' and East Indiei, 
and Mauritius, produced, in 1842, of sugar only 3,993,771 
cwt. ; while Cuba, Brazil, and the United States exdii- 
ding other countries 'having tropical possessions, prodooed 
9,600,000 cwt. ; of cofibe, the British posisessions piodnoed 
only 27,393,003, while Cuba and Brazil produced 201,590,125 
pounds; and of cotton, the British po^essions, induding 
shipments to China, only 137,443,446 pounds, while the 
United States alone produced 790,479,275 pounds. 

The above flicts and estimates have all been drawn fram 
a British periodical of high standing and authority,* and 
arc believed to be entitled to credit. 

This vast increase of the capital and production on the 
l)art of those nations who have continued their former policy 
towards the negro race, compared with that of Great Britain, 
indicates a corresponding relative increase of the means of 
commerce, navigation, manufactures, wealth, and power. It 
is no longer a question of doubt, that the great source of 
the wealth, prosperity, and power of the more civilized na- 
tions of the temperate zone (especially Europe, where the 
arts have made the greatest advance), depends, in a great de- 

* Blackwood's Magazine for Jane, 1844. 
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gree, on the exchange of their producta with those of the 
trojlic!il regioDs, 80 great has been the advance made in the 
aria, both clieniiciil and mechiinical, within the few last gen- 
erations, that all the old civilized nations can, with but a 
small part of their labor and capital, supply their respective 
wants: which tends to limit within narrow bounds the 
amount of the commerce between them, and forces them 
all to Bcck for markets in the tropical regions, and the more 
newly settled portions of the globe. Those who can best 
succeed in commanding those markets, have the best prospect 
of outstripping the others in the career of commerce, naviga- 
tion, manufactures, wealth, and power. 

This ia seen and felt by British statesmen, and has opened 
their eyes to the errors which they have committed. The 
question now with them is, how ehall it he counteracted ? 
What has been done canuot he undone. The question is, by 
what means can Great Britain regain and keep a superiority 
in troiiical cultivation, commerce, and influence ? Or, shall 
that be abandoned, and other nations be suffered to acquire 
the supremacy, even to the extent of supplying British mar- 
kets, to the destruction of the capital already vested in their 
productions ? These are the questions which now profoundly 
occupy the attention of her statesmen, and have the greatest 
influence over her councils. 

In order to regain her superiority, she not only seeks to 
revive and increase her own capacity to produce tropical pro- 
ductions, but to diminish and destroy the capacity of those 
who have so far outstripped her in consequence of her error. 
In pursuit of the former, she has cast her eyes to her Kast 
India possessions — to central and eastern Africa — with the 
view of establishing colonies there, and even to restore, sub- 
stantially, the slave trade itself, under the specious name of 
transporting free lalrerers from Africa to her West India pos- 
sessions, in order, if possible, to compete successfully with 
those who have refused to follow her suicidal pobcy. But 
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these all afford but uncertain and distant hopes of recovering 
her lost superiority. Her main reliance is on the other alter- 
native — to cripple or destroy the productions of her suc- 
cessful rivals. There is but one way by which it can be done, 
and that is by abolishing African slavery throughout this 
continent ; and that she openly avows to be the constant ob- 
ject of her policy and exertions. It matters not how, or from 
what motive, it may be done — whether it be by diplomacy, 
influence, or force ; by secret or open means ; and whether 
the motive be humane or selfish, without regard to manner, 
means, or motive. The thing itself, should it be accom- 
plished, would put down all rivalry, and give her the undis- 
puted supremacy in supplying her own wants and those of 
the rest of the world ; and thereby more than fully retrieve 
what she had lost by her errors. It would give her the mo- 
nopoly of tropical productions, which I shall next proceed to 
show. 

What would be the consequence if this object of her un- 
ceasing solicitude and exertions should be effected by the ab- 
olition of negro slavery throughout this continent, some idea 
may be formed from the immense diminution of productions, 
as has been shown, which has followed abolition in her West 
India possessions. But, as great as that has been, it is noth- 
ing compared to what would be the effect if she should succeed 
in abolishing slavery in the United States, Cuba, Brazil, and 
throughout this continent. The experiment in her own col- 
onies was made under the most favorable circumstances. It 
was brought about gradually and peaceably, by the steady 
and firm operation of the parent country, armed with com- 
plete power to prevent or cnish at once all insurrettionaiy 
movements on the part of the negroes, and able and disposed 
to maintain, to the full, the political and social ascendency 
of the former masters over their former slaves. It is not at 
all wonderful that the change of the relations of master and 
slave took place, under such circumstances, without violence 
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and bloodsbed, and tliat order and pe^ce should have been 
wnce preserved. Very different would be the result of aboli- 
tion, should it bo effected by her bfluence and exertions in 
the posBessions of other countries on this continent — and es- 
pecially in the United States, Cuba, and Brazil, the great 
cultivators of the principal tropical products of America. To 
form a correct conception of what would be the rcBult with 
them, we must look, not to Jamaica, but to St. Domingo for 
example. The change would be followed by unforgiving 
hate between the two races, and end in a bloody and deadly 
struggle between them for the superiority. One or the other 
would have to be subjugated, extirpated, or expelled ; and 
desolation would overspread their territories, as in St. Do- 
mingo, from which it would take centuries to recover. The 
end would be, that the superiority ia cultivating the great 
tropical staples would be transferred from them to the British 
tropical possessions. 

, . They are of vast extent, and those beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope possessed of an unlimited amount of labor, stand- 
ing ready, by tho aid of British capital, to supply the deficit 
■which would be occasioned by destroying the tropical produc- 
tions of tho United States, Cuba, Brazil, and other countries 
cultivated by slave labor on this continent, so soon as the in- 
creased price, in consequence, would yield a profit. It is the 
Buccessfut competition of that labor which keeps tlie prices 
of the gi-eat tropical staples so low, as to prevent their culti* 
vation with profit in the 'possessions of Great Britain, by what 
she is pleased to call free labor. If she can destroy ils com- 
petition, she would have a monojioly in those productions. 
She has all the means of furnishing an unlimited supply ; 
vast and fertile 'jtossessions in both Indies, — boundless com- 
mand of capital and labor, — aud ample power to suppress 
disturbances, and preserve order throughout her wide do- 
mains. 

It is unquestionahle, that she regards the alioUtion of sla- 
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very in Texas as a most important step towards this groat 
object of policy^ so much the aim o£ her solicitude and exer- 
tions ; and the defeat of the annexation of Texas to our 
Union as indispensable to the abolition of slavery there. 
She is too sagacious not to^ see what a fatal blow it would 
give to slaveiy in the United States, and how certainly its 
abolition with us would abolish it over the whole continent, 
and thereby give her a monopoly, in the productions pf the 
great tropical staples, and the command of the commerae, 
navigation, and manufactures of the world^ with an estab- 
lished naval ascendency and political preponderanca To this 
continent the blow would be calamitous beyond description: 
It would destroy, in a great measure, the cultivation and pro* 
duction of the great tropical staples, amounting annually in 
vahie to nearly $300,000,000 — ^the fund which stimulates 
and upholds almost every other branch of its industry, 
commerce, navigation, and manufactures. The whole, iy 
their joint influence, are rapidly spteading population, 
wealth, improvement, and civilization over the whole conti- 
nent, and vivifying, by their overflow, the industry of Europe ; 
thereby increasing its population, wealth, and advancement 
in the arts, in power, and in civilization; 

' Such must be the result, should Great Britain succeed in 
accomplishing the constant object of her desire and exertions^ 
the abolition of negro slavery over this continent ; and to- 
wards the efiecting of which, she regards the defeat of the 
annexation of Texas to our Union so important. Can it be 
possible that governments so eplightened and sagacious as 
those of France and th^ other great coi!itinental powers, can 
be so blinded by the plea of philanthropy as not to see what 
must inevitably follow, be her motive what it may, should 
she succeed in her object ? It is little short of mockery to 
talk of philanthropy, with the examples before us of the 
eflects of abolishing negro slavery in her own colonies, in St* 
Domingo, and the northern States of otir U^iop, where st^tis- 
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tical facts, not to be eliakeii, prove that tlie freed negro, after 
the experience of sixty yeare, is in a far worao condition than 
in the other Statee, where he has been left in his former con- 
dition. No : ■ the effect of what ia called abolition, where the 
number ia few, is not to raise the inferior race to the condition 
of freemen, bnt to dejirive the negro of the guardian care of 
his owner, subject to all the depression and , oppression be- 
longing to his inferior condition. But, on the other hand, 
where the'number is great, arid besra a large i»roportion to the 
whole population, it would bo still worse. It would be to 
substitute for the existing relation a deadly strife between 
the two races, to end in the subjection, expulsion, or extir- 
pation of one or the other : and such would be the case over 
the greater part of this continent where negro slavery exists. 
It would not end there ; but would, in all probability, extend, 
by its example, the war of races over all South America, — 
including Mexico,— and extending to the Indian as well as 
to the African race, and make the whole one scene of blood 
and devastation. 

Dismissing, then, the stole and unfounded plea of philan- 
thropy, can it be that France and the other great conti- 
nental powers — seeing what must be the result of the policy, 
for the accomplishment of which England is constantly ex- 
erting herself, and that the defeat of the annexation of Texas 
is 80 important .towards its consummation — are prepared to 
back or countenance her in her efforts to effect either ? What 
possible motives can they have to favor her cherished policy? 
Is it not better for them that they should be supplied with 
tropical products in exchange lor their labor, from the United 
States, Brazil, Cuba, and this continent generally, than to be 
dependent on one great monopolizing power for their supply.^ 
Is it not better that they should receive them at the low 
prices which competition, cheaper means of production, and 
nearness of market, wmdd fiirnbh them by the former, than 
to give the high prices which monopoly, dear labor, and great 
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distance from market would impose ? Is it not better thai 
their labor should be exchanged with a new continent, rap- 
idly increasing in population and the capacity for consuming, 
and which would furnish, in the course of a few. generations, 
a market nearer to them, and of almost unlimited extent, 
for the products of their industry and arts, than with old and 
distant regions, whose population has long since reached its 
growth? •■ ' ^ • . . 

The above contains those enlarged views of policy which, 
it seems to me, an enlightened European statesman ought to 
take, in making up his opinion on the subject of .the annex* 
ation of Texas, and the grounds, as it may be inferred, on 
which England vainly opposes it. - They certainly .involve 
considerations of the deepest importance, and demanding the 
greatest attention. Viewed in connection with them, the 
question of annexation becomes one of the first magnitude, 
not only to Texas and the United States, but to this conti'- 
nent and Europe. They are presented, that you may use 
them on all suitable occasions, where you think they may be 
with effect ; in your corresjiondence, where it can be done with 
j)roi)riety, or otherwise. The President relies with confidence 
on your sagacity, prudence, and zeal. Your mission is one 
of the first magnitude at all times, but especially now ; and 
he feels assured nothing will be left undone on your jiart to 
do justice to the country and the Government in reference to 
this great measure. 

I have said nothing as to our right of treating wutli Texas, 
without consulting Mexico. You so fully understand the 
grounds on which we rest our right, and are so familiar with 
all the facts necessary to maintain them, that it was not 
thought necessary to add any thing in reference to it. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. C. Calhoun. 

"WiLLUM R, KixG, Esq., (tc. 
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Mr. Calhoun to Mr. Donehoji. 

PEFABTUcyt or Statu, WAsnixoTUN, March Si, IBIS. 

Sir: — I herewith transmit to you a copy of the Joint Rea* 
olution adojitcd by Congress for the annexation of Texas to 
the United States. 

You will perceive that it consists of two distinct parts : 
the one, embraced in the first and second sections, being the 
original resolution as it passed the House of Representatives ; 
the other, included in the third and last, being the amend- 
ment made by the Senate, and subsequently adopted by the 
House. The former contains certain specific propositions for 
the admission of Tesns into our Union ; the latter gives a 
discretionary power to the President, if he should deem it 
advisable, to enter into negotiations with the republic, as pre- 
scribed in the section itself, instead of subruitting to its ac- 
ceptance or rejection the proposals contained in the former. 

The President has deliberately considered the subject, and 
is of opinion that it would not be advisable to euter into the 
negotiations authorized by the amendment of the Senate ; 
and you are, accordingly, instructed to jiresent to tho Gov- 
ernment of Texas, as the basis of its admission, the proposals 
contained in the resolution, as it came from the House of 
Representatives. 

It is not deemed necessary to state at large the grounds 
on which his decision rests. It will be sufficient to state, 
briefly, that the provisions of the resolution, as it came from 
the House, arc more simple in their character, — may be more 
readily, and with less difficulty and expense, earned into 
effect ; and that the great object contemplated by them is 
much less exposed to the hazard of ultimate defeat. 

That they are more simple in their_character, a very few 
remarks will suffice to show. . According to the resolution, as 
it came fram the House, nothing more is necessary than that 




394 REPORTS AND PUBLTO LETTEBa 

the Congress of Texas should be called together, — ^its consent 
given to the provisions contained in it,-^and the adoption of 
a constitution by the people in convention, to be submitted 
to the Congress of the United States for its approval, 
in the same manner as when one of our own territories is ad- 
mitted as a State. On the contrary, according to the pro- 
visions of the Senate's amendment, the Congress of Texas 
must in like manner be convened ; it must then go through 
the slow and troublesome process of carving a State out of a 
part of its territory ; afterwards it must appoint agents or 
commissioners to meet similar agents or commissioners to be 
appointed on our part, to discuss and agree on the terms and 
conditions on which the State shall be admitted, and on the 
cession of the remaining territory to the United States ; and 
after all this, and not before, the people of the said State 
must call a convention, frame a constitution, and then present 
it to the Congress of the United States for its approval, but 
which cannot be acted on, until the terms agreed upon by 
the negotiators, and which constitutes the conditions on 
which the State is to be admitted, shall have been ratified. 

That they may be more readily, and with less difficulty 
and expense, carried into effect, is plain from the fact that 
the details are fewer and less complex. It is obvious that 
the numerous and complicated provisions contained in the 
amendment of the Senate, must involve much time and dif- 
ficulty in their execution ; while, as to the expense, the ap- 
propriation of $100,000 provided for by it, is a clear addi- 
tional cost over and above that attendant on the execution 
of the resolution of the House. 

But the decisive objection to the amendment of the 
Senate is, that it would endanger the ultimate success of 
the measure. It proposes to fix, by negotiation between the 
Governments of the United States and Texas, the terms and 
conditions on which this State shall be admitted into bur 
Union, and the cession of the remaining territory to the 
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Unitetl States, Now by whatever name the agents con- 
ducting tlie negotiation may be known, — whether they be 
called comniissioners, ministers, or by any other title, — the 
compact agreed on by them, in behalf of their respective 
governments, would be a treaty, whether so called or desig- 
nated by some other name. The verymeaningof atreat-y-is; 
a compact between independent States, founded on negotia- 
tion. And if a treaty (as it clearly would be), it must be 
submitted to the Senate for its approval, and run the hazard 
of receiving the votes of two thirds of the members present ; 
which could hardly be exj>ected, if wo are to judge from re- 
cent experience. This, of itself, is considered by the Presi- 
dent as a conclusive reason for proposing the resolution of 
the House, instead of the amendment of the Senate, as the 
basis of annexation.*^ 



* As tlie reader may desire t« coiiip&re the original resolutioiis of 
the HoTise with the Senate's amendments— to save tbe trouble of refer- 
ring to CoDgreieiona] docninetitB — tbo Joitit Besulution ia given below: 



lamr liESOLCTlaH rOB AXXEXraa TEXAB to TUS UKITED BTATEa. 

1. Rfmhed,liy the Senate and Umae of Rfpraentatire* of the United 
Slate* of America in Ctmgrea aaaembled, — That Congress doth consent 
that the territory properiy included within, and rightfully belonging to, 
the Kepnblie of Texas, mny tie erected into a new St^te, to bo called 
tbe State of Teins, with a republican form of government, to ba adopted 
by the peo[iIe tiftbo said repuliJio, by depatiea in convention assembled, 
with tbe consent of the easting government, in order that the same 
may be admitted aa one of the States of this Union. 

3. Ami ie it further rttohed, — That the foregoing consent of Con- 
gress is (pven upon the following conditiona, and with the following 
gnarnnteea, to wit : — Hrat, Said State to he formed, sutject to the ad- 
justment by ttiis Government of all questions of boundary that may 
arise with other Governments ; and the Constitution thereof^ with the 
proper evidence of its adoption by the people of said Repnhlio of Texas, 
sbuU be transmitted to the President of tlie United States, to be l^d 
before Congreas for its final action, on or before the first day of Jailiiary, 
one tboosond eight htmdred and forty-six. ' Second, Said State, when 
admitted into the Union, after ceding to the United Slates all publio 
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But it may be objected that the resolution of the House 
prescribes no means of rendering its provisions acceptable 
to the Goverament and people of Texas, in case they should 
prove unsatisfactory. The objection, however, is more appa- 
rent than real ; for although none are expressly provided, it 
cannot be doubted that the Congress of Texas may propose 



edifices, fortifications, barracks, ports and harbors, navy and navy yards, 
docks, magazines, arms, armaments, and all other property and 'means 
pertaining to the public defence, belonging to said Republic of Texas, 
shall retain all the public fondsj debts, taxes, and dues of every kind, 
which may belong to, or be due and owing said republic ; and shall 
also retain all the vacant and unappropriated lands lying within its 
limits, to be applied to the payment of the debts and liabilities of said 
Republic of Texas, and the residue of said lands, after discharging said 
debts and liabilities, to be disposed of as said State may direct ; bat in 
no event are said debts and liabilities to become a charge upon the 
Government of the United States. Third, New States of convenient size, 
not exceeding four in number, in addition to said State of Texas, and 
having sufBcient population, may hereafter, by the con^nt of £aid State, 
be formed out of the territory thereof, which shall be entitled to ad- 
mission, under the provisions of the Federal Constitution. And such 
States as may be formed out of that portion of said territory lying south 
of thirty-six degrees, thirty minutes north latitude, commonly known 
as the Missouri Compromise line, shall be admitted into the Union, with 
or without slavery, as the people cf each. State, asking admission, may 
desire. And in such States as shall be formed out of said territory, 
north of said Missouri Compromise line, slavery, or involuntary servi- 
tude (except for crime) shall be prohibited. 

8. And he it further resolved^ — That if the President of the United 
States shall, in his judgment and discretion, deem it most advisable, 
instead of proceeding to submit the foregoing resolution to the Republic 
of Texas, as an overture on the part of the United States for admission, 
to negotiate with that republic — then, Be it resohed^ — That a State, to 
be formed out^of the present Republic of Texas, with suitable extent and 
boundaries, and with two representatives in Congress, until the next 
apportionment of representation, shall be admitted into the .Union, by 
virtue of this act, on an equal footing with the existing States, as soon 
as the terms and conditions of such admission, and the cession of the 
remaining Texan territory to the United States, shall be agreed upon by 
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whatever amendmeDts it may think essential, and transmit 
them to the Government of the United Statea, for its con- 
sideration and agreement ; and, if adopted, to be binding on 
both parties, — a far more satisfactory mode, in all probabiU- 
ty, of obtaining the mutual consent of both, than that of ne- 
gotiating through comraiBBioners or other agents ; while it ie 
exempt from the docisivo objections to which this is liable. 



the GoTerDinenta of Te»Bfl and tlio United Stules ; ind that the snm of 
one hundred thouaand liollare be, and the same is hereby, appropriated 
to defray the eipeuees of missions and negotiations, Co agree upon tho 
terms of said admiasioD and cession, either by treaty to be enbrnitted to 
the Senate, or by articles to be submitted to the two Iloases of Congress, 
Bs the President may direct." 

The first and second of the above aeries constitute the resolotlon of 
the House of Hepresentativcs ; the third, the amendment of the Senate. 
The history of this amendment, when fully and fairly written out, wdl 
famish a curious chapter in onr annala. This ia not a proper place 
for it. As to its motive and aim, it will anffice, for the present, to copy 
the following passages from the apeeoh of Mr. Calhomi, in reply to Hr. 
Benton, delivered in the Senate, February 3i, 184T, in vindication of 
the conrse ho adopted after the passage of the Joint Kosolation. These 
extracts bnt sketch the ootlines of a chapter, which will probably be 
tilled op by the future historian. 

'' But the senator (Mr. Benton) objects that I so conducted the qnes- 
tion of annexation, as necessarily to lead to the war {with Meiioo). On 
what does he rest this charge 1 He rests it on the ground that I selected 
the resolution as it came from the House of Bepresentatives, as the basis 
of annexation, instead of giving the Tosan Government the choice be- 
tween the House resolution and the amendment of the Senate originally 
moted bg the aenator himidf. He complained bitterly that the Senate 
resolution — passed at the very heel of the session, vnder tht ttpeetation 
that il would be carried inlo effect by the pretent adminUtralion, then 
Just ooming into power, and not by Mr. Tyler's adminlBtration, then 
about to expire — had not been adopted. 

" Ho seemed to think that the then administration had no right to 
act upon it ; and that nndortaking to do ao, was depriving ita SQCcesior 
of some of ita rights. He accuses me of acting with the greatest prompt* 
ness. The feci is so. The resolution, if I recollect correolly, was 
dgned by the late President abont the first of March. I saw the im- 
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But it ia deemed by the President of great importance 
-that the resolution should l»e Qdi>i>ted by the Government of 
Texas without amendmeat, so as to avoid the hazards and 
contingencies incident to delay ; and you are accordingly 
instructed to use your best exertions to effect this object. 
Should yon fail in this, you will nest endeavor to induce the 



portAnce of acting promptly, anil advised the President to act witliont 
ddny; that lie bad tbe conatttutional right of dmng eo; and tbat I 
deemed it right he ahoald act, ia order etfectniUiy to secure the BDOoeas 
of a meseure which had originated with his ailminiatratioD. Bis cabinet 
were Btimmoned the next dav, and concurred in the opinion. Tbat 
night I j>repared the daapalch to Ur. Donelaon, onr Charg^ in Tei&a, 
and tlie next daj, late ia the evening of tlie third of March, it was for- 
warded to him. It was ray last official act of any importance as Secre- 
tary of State. 

"I selected the resolution of the Iloiise in preference lo tbe amend- 
ment, of which the Senator of Mi»wari was tlie aathar, hecaiue I clearly 
«aw, not only that it was every way preferable, but the only certain 
mode by which amieiatioa could be effected. My reasons for so think- 
ing were fully set forth in my despatch (to Mr. Doneleon), which may 
be fonnd among the puhlio documents accompanying the first annnol 
message of the present Executive. They will speak for themselves; 
they never hiive been controverted, and never can_ be aucceasftdly. 
Indeed, I never considered the Senator's Amendment as expresring the 
dclil>crate sense either of the Senato or House of Representative. /( 
u veil knoxen that A«, and afea ofhUfritndt, had the poieer of ffreatip 
embaTroMing tA« pmtagt of the raolatioiu of the Hoiitt, if not <{f df 
/eating them ; and that hi* amendment wo* mored (by Mr, Walker, of 
Miss.), net to mueh at an improiement of the Te»olutioiu, at to gratifif 
him and them. That the course 1 adopted did secure the annexation, 
and that it was indispensable for that purpose, / have high authority 
in my pottaiion—thal which all leould admit to be the hii/hett, if I 
could, with propriety, introdace it; snd for this prompt and decided 
act, if for nothing else, I might claim the autliorsliip of annexation. 

" Now can any thing he more absurd than tiie assertion that the 
war with Ueiieo resulted from selecting the llouse resolutiun, instead 
of ttie amendment of the Senator ? He has ventured the bold amertion 
witbont the eliadow of an argument to sustain it. What possible diSef- 
enoe could it malie with Mexico, whether the annexation was mode 
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Congress of Texas to substitute, in place of amendments, 
Bepamtetmd distinct. propositions, expressive (rf their views of 
what the proviaionB of the resolution ought to be, — accompa- 
nied by a strong adilress setting forth their reasons at length, 
nnd exprcBBing their reliance on the justice of the Govern- 
ment of the United §tates for their adoption. If both fail, 
it wiU then i-emr.in for the Congress of Texas to amend tho 
resolution as abov« suggested. 

The President also directs me to instruct jou to proceed, 
with as little delay as possible, to tlie seat of the Government 
of Texas, and to urge speedy and prompt action on the sub- 
ject. Time is important, and not a day ought to be lost. 
The last hope on the part of any foreign power which may 
feel disposed to defeat annexation, will be to act upon the 
Government of Texas ; and it can scarcely be doubted, from 
the deep feelings expressed, on the part of one of the lead- 
ing European powers against the measure, that no effort will 
be spared to induce Tesaa to reject the proposal contained 
in the resolution. Your presence, intelligence, activity, and 
influence, are confidently relied on to counteract the attempt. 

I have llie honor to be with high respect, sir, your 
obedient servant, 

J. C. Calhodn. 



Mr. Van Zandt to Mr, Upshur. 

IioAT!os or Teias, Wubim 
(D. C), FebTuary aiK, 1844. 

Sib : — The undersigned, Charg6 d'Afiaires of the Republic 
of Texas, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
two communications of Mr. Upshur, Secretary of State 

apoD one or the other? Wb; ehoutd the one not be as cfTcnaive to 
her as the other ! Indeed, I doubt mnch, whether, even to this day, 
the GoTerninent of Ueslt-o linows whether the resolution was passed 
with or without an alteration. Bnch ia the haseloss ground on whieh 
ho hM charged roe with being the author of the war." — Editob. 
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the United States, of the 29th of December last, and of- the 
]9th ultimo, submitting, in reply to a letter of his of the 
10th of November last, the views at present entertained by 
the Government of the United States in relation to certain 
outrages complained of by the Government of Texas, and 
inviting any further suggestions which the undersigned 
might think necessary to elucidate the subject. 

The undersigned is gratified to be informed that the 
Honorable Secretary of State, by direction of the President 
of the United States, readily disclaims any intention, on the 
part of his Government, to violate the territory of Texas ; 
that Captain Cooke had no instructions which would have 
authorized him to violate any right of Texiis, or her people ; 
and that directions have been given to the Secretary of War 
to order a court of inquiry upon that officer ; also, that the 
arms taken from the Texan troops will be restored, or com- 
pensation made for them ; and that " such further steps will 
be taken, upon the report of the court of inquiry, as may 
seem to be necessary, in order to render full justice to Texas 
and her people." 

Under these assurances, and until the result of the court 
of inquiry, and the action of the Government of the United 
States thereon, shall be made known, the undersigned deems 
it only necessary to notice the principal grounds which ap- 
pear to be set up in justification or extenuation of the ex- 
traordinary conduct of Captain Cooke. 

The first is, that the Texan forces were found in the 
territory of the United States. Captain Cooke attempts to 
prove this — first, by " actual observations ; " which, as ap- 
pears from his diary, show the transaction to have occurred 
in the 94th degree of west longitude. As to the correctness 
of these " observations," let us examine the facts. The town 
of Independence (Missouri, from which the trader sets out) 
is within a short distance of the western boundary of that 
State, which, as delineated, is in longitude west, 94 degrees 
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and 30 minutes. The course of the road from Independence 
to Santa Fe ia a few degrees Bouth of west. The distance 
from the former place to the point on the Arkansas River 
where the occurrence took place muat be four hundred miles, 
or more ; and, coosoqueutly, several degrees west of the lon- 
gitude named in the diary of Captain Cook Again : hy an 
examination of the most authentic maps to which the un- • 
dersigned has been able to refer,' it apiwars that Walnut 
Creek (a tributary of the Arkaasae), mentioned by Captain 
Cooke, ia west of the 98th degree of west longitude. From 
this he had continued his march with the tradei-s eight days. 
The undersigned is not infonued of the usual distance of a 
day's march under such circumstances, hut believes it rea- 
sonable to suppose that they must have reached a prjint west 
of the 100th degree of west longitude. These facts show, 
conclusively, that tlie observations made, as stated in the 
diary of Captain Cooke, are wholly erroneous, and unworthy 
of reliance. Secondly ; Captain Cooke says that "the line 
was understood by all to strike at least fifteen miles higher 
up than where they then were." This assertion, though 
not directly contradictory of the observations mentioned in 
his diary, at least exhibits a great discrepancy between them. 
But to whom does he allude when he aaya it was "under- 
stood by all ? " He of course did not moan to include the 
forces of Texas, f)r their commander protested to the con- 
trary ; hut must be understood as intending to convey the 
idea that it was a kind of general understanding or impres- 
sion with his own party. In some instances, general under- 
standiugs and impressions are entitled to much weight ; but 
in cases of unmarked boundaries, experience has shown that 
they merit but little consideration, and more especially when 
the understanding (I care not how general it may be) is 
confined to one of the interested parties. Previous to run- 
ning the boundary between the two countries from the i5ahine 
to the Red River, the general impression existed in the United 
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States that the line would strike the latter river much higfaei 
up than where it actually did when run. This impresflioD 
was 80 strong, that the State of Arkansas attempted, and 
for some time exercised, jurisdiction as high up as Jon€»- 
borough. By the authority of the United States, a porticm 
of the same territor}^ was surveyed and sold as United States 
land, and the proceeds applied to their use. When Texas 
proposed to open her land oflSce in the county of Red Biver, 
the seat of justice of which is forty-five miles west of the 
ascertained boundary line, Mr. Forsjrth, then Secretary of 
State, by direction of the President, threatened the Tenn 
authorities with military force if they did not desist. The 
undersigned does not state these facts with a design to im- 
pute to the Government of the United States an undue desire 
for the extension of its jurisdiction, but only for the purpose 
of showing how little importance is due to the argument or 
assertion of Captain Cooke, that it was so " understood by alL" 
On the other hand, Major Snively states that he took up hk 
line of march from Georgetown, and proceeded one hundred 
and fifty miles west, to where he crossed Red River. Geoi^ 
town is reputed to be about two hundred miles west of the 
point wliorc the boundary line heretofore run from the Sabine 
to the Red River strikes the latter ; which, by reference to 
the report of the commissioners, is sho^vn to be west of the 
94th degree of west longitude. The course of Major Snivel/s 
march from where he crossed Red River was north, 20 degrees 
west ; and the distance to the Arkansas about two hundred 
and seventy-five miles. From these calculations, there is 
every reason to believe that the point at which the Texan 
f«»rces reached the Arkansas, and at which thev were en- 
camped, was within the territory of Texas. 

Captain Cooke next alleges that the Texan forces were 
engaged in the attempt to interrupt the lawful trade between 
the United States and Mexico, and that he had the right to 
disarm, so as to take from them the power of molesting the 
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citizena of the Unitod States and of Mexico engaged in that 
trmle. Now, how are the facta of tho case ? The Texan 
force was strictly of a pnrlisnn character, and directed against 
such Mexican traders as might be found within the limits of 
Texas. Snch were the objects BOt forth in the order of tiie 
War Department of Texas, directed to Major Snively, a 
copy of which was given to Captain Cooke at his request. 
The same otijects were avowed by Mnjor Snively to Captain 
Cooke, and there is nothing shown which manifests a difl'erent 
purpose. Captain Cooke, it is true, does say that, when at 
Walnut Creek, ho received intelligence that Major Snively 
had avowed that he woidd attack the caravan whenever he 
found it unprotected ; that he had made threats against the 
American portion ; and that three of the Texan spies had 
been reconnoitring in the territory of the United States. 
Fi'om whom this intelligence was derlvetl, is not stated. 
The presumption is, that the name of the author could give 
it no additional forw^, and that it was got up like the many 
false rumors that are frequently circulated upon the borders. 

But admit that Captain Cooke did believe the intelligence 
when he received it, in hia interview with Major Snively he 
most have discovered its falsity ; for Major Snively states 
that he did not march to the river until the 29th of June, 
seven days after Captain Cooke had beard that his spies had 
previously been in the territory of the Unital States. This, 
with the assurances of Major Snively jwrsonally given, and 
the exhibition of his orders before alluded to, must have 
proven to him tliat there were no good grounds to apprehend 
an attack upon the caravan, while it was protected by his 
superior nnmhcrs and arms, or so long as it was confessedly 
within the territorj- of the United States (which it then 
was, being on the north aide of the river). 

But to return to the oljects of the* forces of Tcsos. 
Were they not lawful and proper ? As one of the attri- 
butes of sovereignty, Texas had the undoubted right to re- 
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gulate her internal commerce and trade, and to take the 
necessaiy steps to guard and protect herself gainst the vio- 
lation of those regulations. For her own security and pre- 
servation against her enemies, she had the right, in all cases, 
to seize upon their persons and property, wherever found, 
without the limits of a neutral's territory, and especially 
within her own. The goods of the Mexican and American 
portions of the caravan were designed to be smuggled through 
the territory of Texas, in evasion and violation of her revenue 
laws, and intended for the use of her enemies ; and, conse- 
quently, would have been liable to seizure had they entered 
her territory ; and such act of seizure would have furnished no 
good ground of complaint on the part of the United States. 
The undersigned knows of no rule, or principle of right, which 
would authorize the United States to attempt the protection 
of her own citizens who might be found within the limits of 
Texas engaged in such ilUcit traffic ; much less the Mexican 
enemies of Texas, who, in their manner of warfare, have never 
hesitated to violate the several rights of humanity and the 
usages of civilized nations. 

From the foregoing, these conclusions may be deduced : 
that the objects of Major Snively's expedition were lawful 
and proper ; that though the boundary line had not been 
run, he had every reason to believe he was within the terri- 
tory of Texas. The worst that could be said of it was, that 
the jurisdiction might be doubtful — in either case, he had 
the right to be there ; that he was there, evidently not for 
the purpose of attacking the caravan within the known limits 
of the United States, but to await its progress to the south 
side of the river, within the limits of Texas ; and that Cap- 
tain Cooke had no good reasons to apprehend danger to the 
caravan at the time, nor was his course necessary to its protec- 
tion, in any portjpn of the United States, to the line of 
which he was to furnish the escort ; and, consequently, that 
he was wholly unjustifiable in disarming the forces of Texas. 
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Captain Cooke next asserts tliat " he used no hiirshness, 
nor more force than was necessarj' to accomplish the object.'' 
From this it is inferred that, having falsely considered he had 
the right to disarm, he likewise holds the monstrous doctrine 
that all means are lawful which he may have deemed neces- 
sary to effect his object. Having shown that he had no 
right to molest the Texan force, it appears equally jilain, 
from his own admissions, that the manner of doing so was 
both wanton and inexcusable. In proof of this, the atten- 
tion of the Honorable Secretary of State is invited to the 
following facts, drawn from the two statements of Major " 
Snively and Captain Cooke. When Captain Cooke's forces 
approached in sight of the Texan camp, a flag of truce was 
hung ont at the latter, which was recognized by him, Bend- 
ing at the same time a trumpeter and flag to the camp of 
Major Snively, and offering him a safe conduct over and back. 
Under this assurance ho visited Captain Cooke, where (with- 
out going into all the details) he was detained until the 
forces of Captain Cooke had crossed the river, formed the 
line of battle, and, with portfires lighted, demanded of the 
Texan force to lay down their arms ; thus violating the flag 
of tmce, and the assurances given by himself ; both of wliich 
would have been held dishonorable in all ages and by all 
nations, even between enemies — much more between friends. 
The undersigned will not enlai^ upon this subject, and the 
subseqnont inhuman treatment extended to the Tesan force. 
In his former note, he took occasion to characterize the con- 
duct of Captain Cooke in terms of strong reprobation. On 
further examinatiBn, he can see no cause to lessen or modify 
their character. Ho therefore confidently believes, and his 
government expects that, upon the report of the court of in- 
quiry, Captain Cooke will be dismissed from his command, 
with that censure which his conduct so eminently merits. 

In regard to the letter of Brevet Major-general Gaines, 
the undersigned has been unable to discover tlie grounds of 
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the interpretation given it by the Honorable Secretaiy of 
State, when he says that " it is not of an official character/* 
The letter is dated at " Headquartera, St. Louis, Missouri," 
signed " Edmund P. Gaines, Major-general United States 
army commanding," and directed to " Brigadier-general Z. 
Taylor, commanding the 2d department, Fort Smith, Arkan- 
sas." It treats of the military operations of his department, 
and, in the opinion of the undersigned, has all the necessary 
requisites to give it the force, and attach to it the responsi- 
bilities, of an official act. The Honorable Secretary of State 
further remarks, that it has not been communicated to any 
department of this [his] Government by the writer. The un- 
dersigned does not conceive it very material whether it was 
communicated by the writer or some one else. Previous to the 
receipt of the communication of the Honorable Secretary of 
State, the undersigned was informed, through the courtesy of 
the late Secretary of War of the United States, that the 
letter alluded to had been communicated to his department, 
and certain orders or instructions had been given to the major- 
general of the United States army concerning it. 

The undersigned believes it due to the Government of 
Texas, that it should be informed whether or not any order 
countermanding or disapproving this act of Brevet Major- 
general Gaines has been issued from the proper department^ 
of the Government of the United States ; and also whether 
any steps will be taken for the punishment of that officer. 
In governments constituted like that of the United States, 
the acts of their officers must, in some degree, be considered 
as indicative of the disposition of those governments. If 
this be true, and an officer of the high rank of brevet major- 
general shall, acting in his official capacity, write and publish 
(as in the instance complained of) his inflammatory orders, 
traducing the forces and calumniating the people of Texas, 
and such act be suffered to go uncensured, and its author 
unpunished, it may exert a most deleterious influence u{X)n 
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those amicnUe relations which have so happily existed be- 
tween tho two countrieB, and which it is the interest, and 
iirnst be the sincere desire, of both to foster, preserve, and 
perpetuate. 

The Government of the undersigned will receive with 
satisfaction the disclaimer niadc by the Honorable Secretary 
of State, for his Government, of so much of the letter of 
Brevet Major-general Gaines as claimed the right to operate 
to the Rio Grande. 

On the 8th of August last, the undersigned hod the 
honor to communicate to tho Honorable Secretary of State 
information which ho had received of an assault upon a 
revenue officer of Texas, and the rescue of certain goods 
from his lawful possession by citizens of the United States, 
who, it is alleged, wore aided or countenanced by officers of the 
Uniteil States anuy. On the 10th of the same month, the 
undersigned received the note of the Honorable Secretary of 
State, in rc[ily, acknowledging the fact of the assault and 
rescue, and transmitting certain documents in relation 
thereto ; giving, at tho same time, an assurance that imme- 
diate measures would he taken to inquire into all the circum- 
stances of the case, and the result of the inquiry made known 
to the undersigned. Since the date of the not^e last alluded 
to, no communication has been received from the Honorable 
Secretary of State touching this subject. The undersigned 
avails himself of tliis occasion to again invite his attention 
to it, and to request that it may receive the early conaidera- 
tioD of the President of tho United States. At the date of 
the former note of the undereigned upon this subject, he 
had not then received (and was, consequently, unable to 
transmit) an estimate of the goods, wares, and merchandise 
rescued from the collector. He has since been informed by 
his Government that the supposed amount is 370,000 ; for 
which sum he has been instructed to make a demand of tho 
Government of the United States, which he now docs, and to 
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renew the request for proper satisfaction for the insult given 
to the Government of Texas in the person of its oflficer, and 
the grievous personal injuiy sustained by him. 

The undersigned seizes with pleasure this occasion to re- 
new to the Honorable Secretary of State assurances of his 
distinguished consideration. 

Isaac Van Zandt. 

Hon. A. P. UrsniTR, Ac. 



Mr, Calhoun to Mr. Van Zandt, 

Department of- State, "Washinoton, Auffufi lAth, 1844. 

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, 
has the honor of transmitting herewith to Mr. Van Zandt, 
Charg^i d'AfFaires of the Republic of Texas, a copy of a note 
from the Secretary of War, covering a copy of an extract 
of the proceedings of the court of inquiry in the case of 
Captain Cooke, relating to the discharge of the duty assigned 
him for the protection of the caravan of Santa Fe traders, 
through the territories of the United States, to the Texan 
frontier, in ^lay and June, 1843. 

The court was ordered at the request of my immediate 
predecessor, in conforinity to the intimation contained in his 
communication to ]\Ir. Van Zandt of the 19th of January 
last, in order to ascertain more fully, and in the most authen- 
tic form, the circumstances and facts connected with the 
proceedings of Captain Cooke and his command, in the dis- 
arming of tlic Texan force under the command of Colonel 
rtnively. i\Ir. Van Zandt will find, on recurring to the ex- 
tract, that the o[)inion of the court is, that the place where 
tlie Texan force was disarmed was within the territory of the 
United States ; that there was nothing in the conduct of 
Caj)tain Cooke which was hai-sh or unbecoming ; and that 
he did not exceed the authority derived from the orders un- 
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der wbich he acted. It ia proper to odJ, that tlic court con- 
sisted of lliree officers of experience and hlgli standing, that 
the case was fully laid before it, and that its opinion appears 
to be fully sustained by the evidence. 

There seems to be no doubt that Captain Cooke was sin- 
cerely of the opinion that the Texan force was within the 
territory of the United States ; and that the fulfilment of 
his order to protect the trade made it liia duty, under such 
circumstaoces, to disarm tbeni. It is readily conceded that 
the commander of the Texan forces, witli equal sincerity, 
believed the place ho occupied was within the territory of 
Texas. Which was right, or which wrong, can be ascer- 
tained witli certainty only by an actual survey and demar- 
cation of tlie line dividing the two countries, between the 
Red and Arkansas Rivers. 

With these impressions, the undersigned ia of opinion 
that it is not either necesaary or advisable to renew between 
the two Governments the discussion on the (juestion whether 
the Texan force was, or was not, within the limits of 
tlie United States, or the others heretofore brought into the 
discussion in ciinnection therewith. It could lead only to 
fruitless efforts to establish what, in the present state of in- 
formation, cannot be fixed with any certainty, to he followed 
by irritated feelings between two countries whose interest it 
is to be on the most friendly terms. 

In the hope, therefore, of closing this discussion, and 
putting ail end to this exciting subject, the undersigned re- 
news the ofl'er of bis predecoaaor, contained in the commu- 
nication abi>ve referred to, " to restore the arms taken from 
the Texan force, or to make compensation fur them ; " and 
his assurance, given at the same time, that " his Government 
never meditateil, and will not sanction any indignity towards 
the Government gf Texas, nor any wrong towards her people, 
and will readily repair any injury of either kind, which may 
be made to appear." 
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The iindersigDed has also the honor to transmit herevrith, 
a copy of a letter from the Secretary of War, covering com- 
monications from the Adjutant-general and the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs, giving additional information in 
reference to the outrage said to have been committed by 
citizens of the United States on the collector of the district 
of Red River in Texas, and which has heretofore been a sub- 
ject of correspondence between the two Governments. 

It would seem, on a review of all the evidence, that the 
outrage was the act of the captain of the " Fort Towson,*' 
and the individuals wlio accompanied him ; and that no 
officer of the United States, civil or military, was implicated 
in it, either before, as advisers or aiders, or after, as abettors. 
The guard ordered down by the commandant of the gani- 
son of Fort Towson seems to have been for the protection 
of the public property on board. Should, however, any fact 
hereafter come to light calculated to implicate any one act- 
ing under the authority of the United States, it will be made 
a subject of special investigation. 

The undersigned admits that the outrage was one of an ag- 
gravated character; and also that, according to the law of na- 
tions, it is the duty of a government to prevent its citizens or 
subjects from injuringanother government or its citizens or sub- 
jects whenever it can; and when it cannot, that it should com- 
pel the offender to make reparation for the damage or injury 
if possible ; or to inflict on him exemplary punishment, or 
deliver him up to the offended state, to be punished according 
to its laws in such cases ; or make reparation itself for the 
injury. It is to be regretted that there is no law of the 
United States, or treaty stipulation between them and Texas, 
providing for punishing offenders of the kind, or delivering 
them up to the offended party to be punished according to 
its laws. In their absence, this Government has no power to 
deliver up the offenders in this case, or to punish them for 
the offence, — unless, indeed, the laws of the State of Arkan- 
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sas mukc it penitl for its citizens to enter Into a combinatiuii 
or conspii'acy, to commit an unlaw-ful act beyond its jurisdic- 
tion, anil within that of anotlicr State or country. If they do, 
tlic perpetrators of the outrage may be indicted and tried in 
the criminal courts of the State ; and orders will accordingly 
be given, if such should be the case, to the district attorney 
of the United States for the State of Arkansas, to institute 
criminal proceedings against them, with a view to their con- 
viction and punishment. 

As to the reparation to be made for the damage sustiuncd 
by the Government of Texas, in consequence of the forcible 
seizing and taking away from Its possession the goods intro- 
duced in violation of the revenue law, and for which Mr. Van 
Zitndt has made, in its name, a demand for compensation 
equal to their estimated "value ; — the undersigned Is instruct- 
ed by tlie President to state, that it will require the sanction 
of Congress to make the compensation, as the Constitution of 
the United States provides, expressly, that " no money shall 
be drawn from the treasury but in consequence of appropri- 
ations made by law," but that he wUi recommend the subject 
to that department of the Government, for its favorable con- 
sideration and action at the next session. 

In order to enable him to present the subject fairly, Mr. 
Van Zandt will, of course, see that it will be necessary for 
his Government to furnish this with all the evidence which 
may he requisite to establish, authentically, the facts of the 
illegal Introduction of the goods, their forcible seizure and 
taking away by the citizens of the United States, and the 
amount of damage suffered in consequence ; to be transmit- 
ted by the President to Congress, with bis message. 

The undersigned avails himself of tills occasion to offer 
Mr. Van Zandt renewed assurances of his very distinguished 
consideration. 

J. C. Calhoun, 

Tu the UoD. l9*.,o Vas Zandt, &c 
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Mr. Van Zandt to Mr, Calhoun, 

Leoatiox of Tsxas, 
Washington (D. C), AttgutA 16M, 1844. 

The undersigned, Chargd d'Affaires of the Republic of 
Texas, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note 
of Mr. Calhoun, Secretary of State of the United States, of 
the 14th instant, furnishing the decision of the court-martial 
appointed for the trial of Captain Cooke, and additional in- 
formation concerning the forcible rescue of certain goods from 
the collector of Red River, with the opinions of the President 
of the United States in relation thereto ; also, the documents 
inclosed therewith explanatory of the two cases referred to. 
Copies of the same will immediately bo transmitted to the 
Government of Texas for its information. It is not deemed 
necessary, at this time, to add any thing further in relation 
to the trial and acquittal of Captain Cooke. 

The very just and proper views expressed by the Honora- 
ble Secretary of State concerning the outrage upon the col- 
lector of Red River, and the willingness manifested by the 
President of the United States to make compensation for 
the injuries inflicted and damages done, will be very gratify- 
mg to the President of Texas, furnishing, as it does, renewed 
evidence on the part of the Government of the United States 
of a di8i)Osition to preserve the most friendly relations be- 
tween the two countries — a disposition which the under- 
signed is happy to assure the Secretary of State is fully 
reciprocated by the Government of Texas. 

The testimony referred to as necessary to be transmitted 
to Congress Nvith the message of the President of the United 
States, will be furnished at the earliest day possible. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew 
to Mr. Calhoun assurances of his very distinguished consid^ 
eration. 

Isaac Van Zakdt. 

Hod. John C. Calhoux, <1:c 
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Mr, Van Zandt to Mr. Calhoun, 

Legation of Tezab, Washikgion Citt, Sept 9/Ay 1844. 

Sir : — I have the honor to inform yon, that since the date 
of my last note, in reply to yours in relation to the arms taken 
from Colonel Snively's command, I have received further in- 
structions from my Government respecting the same ; and 
now announce to your excellency the acceptance of the oflfer 
made by you on the part of your Government. As it is not 
probable that the arms could be returned in the order in which 
they were taken, compensation will be received for them. 
Their value, &c., as I understand, having been communicated 
to the Department of War of the United States, I hope you 
will inform me at what time your Government will be in read- 
iness to discharge the demand. 

I avail myself of this occasion to oflfer to you i*enewed as- 
surances of my distinguished consideration. 

Isaac Van Zandt, 

Charg^ d'Aflfaires of the Republic of Texas. 

To the Hon. J. C. Calooun, dec 



Mr. Calhoun to Mr. Raymond. 

Department of State, WAsmiroioN, Sept. \%ih, 1844. 

Sir : — The note addressed to this department by the Hon- 
orable Mr. Van Zandt, late Charg6 d'Aflfaires of the Eepublic 
of Texas, dated on the 9th inst, has been referred to the Hon- 
orable Secretary of War for his decision ; and I have the 
honor to inform you that it is not considered within the com- 
petency of the Government, without further legislation on 
the part of Congress, to carry out the arrangement proposed 
in reference to the arms taken from Captain Snively's com- 
mand by the orders of Captain Cooke. The proceeds of the 
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sale of the condemned arms have gone, according to law, with 
the general mass of receipts, into the treasury' ; and, of 
course, are not subject to be drawn out by warrant, without 
an appropriation for that purpose. Under these circum- 
stances, it is deemed advisable to await the meeting of Con- 
gress, when the subject will be brought specially to its con- 
sideration, and the necessary appropriation asked to complete 
the arrangement proposed. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. C. Calhoun. 

To C IL Ratiiokd, £eq. 



THE OKEGON NEGOTIATION. 

[Note. — It may be proper to remark here, by way of note, 
that Mr. Calhoun, in accepting the appointment of Secretary of 
State, tendered to him by the President (Mr. Tyler) in 1844, 
immediately after the death of Mr. Upshur, was influenced almost 
exclusively by considerations connected with the Texan and Oregon 
controversies. The same situation, with a controlling voice in the 
construction of the Cabinet, was, it is believed, oflfered to him 
some years previously, and declined ; but the critical state of our 
relations with Texas and Great Britain, combined with the unani- 
mous call of the Senate, and (it might be added) the country, 
did not allow him, in the then condition of public affairs, to con- 
sult his own individual wishes. He accepted the position with 
an express understanding that he would retire, as soon as these 
two negotiations should be brought to a elose. 

The Texan treaty having been concluded, he entered with 
equal zeal and industi^ on the Oregon negotiation, and the cor- 
respondence had progressed thus far, when, on the inauguration of 
Mr. Polk, he was suddenly and unexpectedly, at least to the 
country, superseded by that individual, though he, at the same 
time, expressed an entire concurrence in views, and an unqualified 
approval of the manner in which the negotiation had been condiicted. 
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This act of the Presiilent did not take him by anrpriso. He Iiad 
anticipated it as eany as September, 1844, and aaid to his confiden- 
tial friends (wlien assurances were given that Mr. Polk hod vol- 
untarily declared that, if elected, he (Mr. C.) must remain at 
the head of the department), that, if such were Lis real wishes or 
parposes, he would not be allowed to carry them luto cieeution ; 
that iufluenccB would be brouglit to bear upOQ hioi which he 
could not resist; and that he would be compelled to retire from 
public life (which he much desired], or accept of the mission to 
England, which he supposed would be offered to him. The result 
was precisely as he anticipated. The mission to England was ur- 
gently pressed upon him, but firmly declined. But this is not the 
proper place to give a detailed history of the transaction. The 
facts and circumstances wilt, however, appear in the Memoirs of 
Mr. Cilhoun, now being prepared for the Press. 

It is only necessary here to add that, in the adjustment of the 
Oregon Controversy, some years afterwards, the boundary line be- 
tween the two ceuntries waa finally adopted, as designated by Mr. 
Calhoun.— Editor.] 



Mr. Fox to Mr. W^ehster. 

WABmsoT(», Xoe. 15M, 16*!. 

Sir : — With reference to our recent conversation upon 
the Oregon or north-western bonntUiy, when I conveyed to 
you the desire of Her Majesty's Government thnt inatruc- 
tions should, at an early period, be addressed to the United 
States Minister in London, empowering liini to treat with 
Buch person as may he appointed hy Her Majesty, on the 
part of Great Britain, for a final settlement of that ques- 
tion, I have now the honor to inclose to you the extract of 
B despatch addressed to me upon the subject hy the Earl of 
Aberdeen, in which the wishea of Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment are fully and satisfactorily set forth. I fuel persiuuled 
that the great importance of the matter at issue, and the 
friendly and conciliatory manner of Lord Aberdeen's proiw- 
sal, will induce the President of the United States to he- 
stow thereujion his early and serious attention. 
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I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you the a«- 
surance of my distinguished consideration. 

H. S. Fox. 

Hon. Daniel Websteb, &c. 

[Extract ineloted.] 

FoREiax Office, October IBth, 1842. 

Sir : — The ratifications of the Treaty, concluded on the 
9th of August, between Great Britain and the United 
States, were exchanged by me on the 13th inst. with the 
Minister of the United States accredited to the Court of 
Her Majesty. The more important question of the disputed 
boundary between Her Majesty's North American Provinces 
and the United States, being thus settled, and the feelings 
which have thus been mutually produced in the people of both 
countries by this settlement, being evidently favorable and 
indicative of a general desire to continue on the best footing 
with each other, it has appeared to Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment that both parties would act wisely in availing them- 
selves of so auspicious a moment to endeavor to bring to a 
settlement the only remaining subject of territorial differ- 
ence, which, although not so hazardous as that of the north- 
eastern boundary, is, nevertheless, even at this moment, not 
without risk to the good understanding between the two 
countries, and may, in course of time, be attended with the 
same description of danger to their mutual peace as the 
question which has been recently adjusted. I si)eak of the 
line of boundary west of the Kocky Mountains. 

You are aware that Lord Ashburton was furnished with 
specific and detailed instructions with respect to the treat- 
ment of this point of difference between the two Govern- 
ments, in the general negotiations with which he was in- 
trusted, and which he has brought to a satisfactory issue. 

For reasons which it is not necessary here to state at 
length, that point, after having " been made the subject of 
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conference with the American Secretary of State^ was not 
further pressed. The main ground alleged by his lordship 
for abstaining from proposing to carry on the discussion with 
respect to the question of the north-west boundary was, the 
apprehension, lest, by so doing, the settlement of the far 
more important matter of the north-eastern boundary should 
be impeded or exposed to the hazard of failure. 

This ground of apprehension now no longer exists ; and 
Her Majesty's Government, therefore, being anxious to en- 
deavor to remove, so far as depends on them, all cause, how- 
ever remote, of even contingent risk to the good understand- 
ing now so happily restored between two countries which 
ought never to be at variance with each other, have deter- 
mined to propose to the Government of the United States 
to meet them in an endeavor to adjust by treaty the unset- 
tled question of boundary west of the Kocky Mountains. 

On the receipt of this despatch, therefore, I , have to de- 
sire that you will propose to Mr. Webster to move the 
President to furnish the United States Minister at this 
Court with such instructions as will enable him to enter 
upon the negotiation of this matter, with such person as 
may be appointed by Her Majesty for that object ; and you 
will assure him at the same time, that we are prepared to 
proceed to the consideration of it in a perfect spirit of fair- 
ness, and to adjust it on a basis of equitable compromise. 

I am, with great truth and regard, your most obedient, 
humble servant,. 

Aberdeen. 

II. S. Fox, Esq. 



Mr. Webster to Mr. Fox. 

Department of State, WASBiyoTON, Nov. 25M, 1842. 

Sir : — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your note of the 15th inst. upon the question of the Oregon 
or north-western boundary, with an extract of a despatch 

VOL. r. — 27 
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recently addressed to you on the subject by the Earl of 
Aberdeen, explanatory of the wishes of Her Majesty's Gov- 
ernment ; both of which I laid before the President a few 
days afterwards. 

He directed me to say, that he concurred entirely in the 
"expediency of making the question respecting the Oregon 
territory a subject of immediate attention, and negotiation 
between the two Governments. He had already formed the 
purpose of expressing this opinion in his message to Con- 
gress ; • and, at no distant day, a communication will be 
made to the Minister of the United States in London. 

I pray you to accept the renewed assurance of my di&- 
tinguislied consideration. 

Daniel Webster. 

II. a Fox, Esq., «tc. 



Mr, Pakenham to Mr, Upshur, 

Washingtox, Feb. 2Ath, 1S44. 

Sir: — Among the matters at present under the consid- 
eration of the two Governments, there is none respecting 
which the British Government are more anxious to come to an 
early and satisfactory arrangement with the Government of 
the United States, than that relating to the boundaries of 
the Oregon or Columbia territory. 

The undersigned, Her Majesty's envoy and minister 
plenipotentiary, has, accordingly, been instructed to lose no 
time in entering into communication with the Secretary of 
State of the United States, upon this subject. 

In fulfilment, then, of the command of his Government, 
the undersigned has the honor to acquaint Mr. Upshur that 
he will be ready to confer with him, with a view to ulterior 
negotiation, on the subject in question, whensoever it shall 
suit Mr. Upshur's convenience. 

The undersigned is happy in taking advantage of this 
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opportunity to offer to Mr. Upshur the assurance of his 
high consideration. 

R. Pakenham. 

Hon. Abel P. Upshub, <bc. 



Mr, Upshur to Mr. Pakenham. 

Department of State, Washingtox, Feb, 26th, 1844. 

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United 
States, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
note, dated the 24th inst., from Mr. Pakenham, Her Bri- 
tannic Majesty's envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo- 
tentiary, in which he states he will be ready to confer with 
the undersigned, with a view to ulterior negotiations, on the 
subject of the boundaries of the Oregon or Columbia terri- 
tory, whensoever it shall suit his convenience. 

In reply, the undersigned has the honor to inform Mr. 
Pakenham that he will receive him for that purpose at the 
Department of State to-morrow at 11 o'clock a. m. 

The undersigned avails himself, with pleasure, of the 
occasion to offer to Mr. Pakenham assurances of his distin- 
guished consideration. 

A. P. Upshur. 

RicHABD Pakemiam. Esq., 4&C. 



3fr, Pakenham to Mr. Calhoun, 

Wasoinotox, July 22d, 1844. 

Sir: — In the archives of the Department of State will 
be found a note which I had the honor to address, on the 24th 
of February last, to the late Mr. Upshur expressing the 
desire of Her Majesty's Government to conclude with the 
Government of the United States, a satisfactory arrange- 
ment respecting the boundary of the Oregon or Columbia 
territory. 

The lamented death of Mr. Upshur, which occurred 
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within a few days after the date of that note, — the interval 
which took place between that event and the appointment 
of a succes8or,-^and the urgency and importance of various 
matters which offered themselves to your attention immedi- 
ately after your accession to oflSce, sufficiently explain why 
it has not, hitherto, been in the power of your Government, 
sir, to attend to the important matter to which I refer. 

But the session of Congress having been brought to a 
close, and the present being the season of the year when the 
least public business is usually transacted, it occurs to me 
that you may now feel at leisure to proceed to the consider- 
ation of that subject. At all events, it becomes my duty to 
recall it to your recollection, and to repeat the earnest desire 
of Her Majesty's Government, that a question on which so 
much interest is felt in both countries, should be disposed of 
at the earliest moment, consistent with the convenience of 
the Government of the United States. 

I have the honor to be with high consideration, sir, your 
obedient servant, 

K. Pakekham. 

The Hon. John C. Caldoux, <fec. 



Mr, Calhoun to Mr. Pakenhavi, 

Depabtme-nt of State, Washlxotox, Auff, 22</, 1844 

Sir: — The various subjects which necessarily claimed my 
attention on entering on the duties of my office, have here- 
tofore, as you justly suppose, in your note of the 22d of 
July last, prevented me from appointing a time to confer 
with you, and enter on the negotiation in reference to the 
Oregon territory. 

These have, at length, been despatched ; and in reply to 
the note which you did me the honor to address to me, of 
the date above mentioned, I have to inform you that I am 
now ready to enter on the negotiation ; and, for that pur- 
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pose, propose a conference to-morrow at 1 o'clock p. m., at 
the Department of State, if perfectly convenient to you ; 
but, if not, at any other which it may suit your convenience 
to appoint. 

The Government of the United States participates in 
the anxk)us desire of that of Great Britain, that the subject 
may be early and satisfactorily arranged. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with high consideration, your 
obedient servant, 

J. C. Calhoun. 

The Rt Hon. R. Pakkxhax, <feo. 



Mr. Pdkenham to Mr, Calhoun, 

Washinqton, Auff, 22d, 1S44. 

Sir : — I have had the honor to receive your note of this 
morning's date, in which you signify your readiness to enter 
on the negotiation in reference to the Oregon territory, pro- 
posing to me to meet you in conference on that subject to- 
morrow at 1 o'clock. 

In reply, I have the honor to acquaint you that I shall 
have great pleasure in waiting on you at the Department of 
State at the hour proposed. 

Be pleased to accept -the assurance of my distinguished 
consideration. 

B. Pakenham. 

Uon. John C Caluoux, Aq. 



PROTOCOL 

On the 23d of August, 1844, a conference was held, by 
appointment, at the office of the Secretary of State in the 
city of Washington, between the Honorable John C. Cal- 
houn, Secretary of State of the United States, and the 
Bight Honorable Bichard Pakenham, Her Britannic Majes- 
ty's envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary, both 
duly authorized by their respective Grovemments to treat of 
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the respective claims of the two countries to the Oregon ter- 
ritory, with a view to establish a permanent boundary be- 
tween the two countries, westward of the Rocky Mountains 
to the Pacific Ocean. 

The conference was opened by assurances, on both sides, 
of a desire of their respective Governments to approach the 
question with an earnest desire, and in the spirit of compro- 
mise, to effect an adjustment consistent with the honor and 
just interests of either party. The plenipotentiaries then 
proceeded to examine the actual state of the question, as it 
stood at the last unsuccessful attempt to adjust it. 

This done, the American plenipotentiary desired to re- 
ceive from the British plenipotentiary any fresh proposal he 
might be instructed to offer on the part of his Government 
towards effecting an adjustment. 

The British plenipotentiary said he would be ready to 
offer such a proposal at their next conference, hoping that 
the American plenipotentiary would be ready to present a 
proposal on the part of his Government. The conference 
adjourned to mqet on Monday, the 26th inst. 

J. C. Calhoun. 
B. Pakenham. 

On the 26th of August, 1844, the second conference was 
held between the respective plenipotentiaries at the office 
of the Secretary of State. 

The British plenipotentiary offered a paper containing a 
proposal for adjusting the conflicting claims of the two coun- 
tries. The American plenipotentiary declined the proposal. 
Some remarks followed in reference to the claims of the two 
countries to the territory, when it became apparent that a 
more full understanding of their respective views, in refer- 
ence to them, was necessary at this stage, in order to facili- 
tate future proceedings. 

It was accordingly agreed, that written statements con- 
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taiDing their views, should be presented before any furthct 

attempt should he made to adjust them. 

It was also agreed that the American plenipotentiary 

bJiouIJ present a statement at the next conference, and that 

ho ehould inform the British plenipotentiary when he wns 

prepared to hold it. 

J. C. Calhoch, 
R, Pakekham. 

PROPOSAL 

Qfftrei! hij the British I'laiipottntiary at the Second Con/erenee. 

Whereas the proposals made on both sides, in the course 

of the last negotiation, had been mutually declined, Her 

Majesty's Government were prepared, in addition to what 

had been already offered, on the part of Great Britain," and 



* The precise nature aod terms of llio offer, on tbo pnrt of Great 
Britain, here refurred to, are shown by the following cxtrapts from the 
protocols of the coDferences which were held in London in 183j; and 
1826:— 

Protiteol of the Tvienly'lhird Con/erenee, Juhj nth, 1824. 
[Bilrarlfrrm Oil BrIUA fap4r.] 
" The hoondarj line between the territoriea claimed by His Britan- 
nic Majesty, and those claimed by the United Slates, to the west, in both 
co^s, of the Hoeky Moantoina, shall bo drawn due west, along the 'IDtli 
parallel of north latitude to the point where that parallel strikes the 
groot north-enaternmoflt branch of the Oregon or Columbia River, marked 
in ttie maps as ]t[cGillivrny's River, — thence down along the middle of 
the Oregon or Oolnrabia toils juaotion with the Pacific Ocean ;— the navi- 
gation of the whole channel being per]>etually free to the subjects and 
citizens of both parties. The said subjects and citizens being, also, reci- 
procally at liberty, dnring the terra of ten years from the date hereof, to 
pBBs and repasg, by land and by water, and to navigal* with their vessiela 
and mercliandise, all the rivers, bays, harbors and creeks, as heretofore, 
on dther side of the above-menlioned line ; and to trade with all and 
ony of the nations, free of duly or imposts of any kind, — subject only to 
such local regnlalions as, in other respects, either of llie two contracting 
parties mwy tind it necessary to enforce within its own limits; and pro- 
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in proof of their ^earnest desire to arrive at an arrangement 
suitable to the interests and wishes of both parties, to under- 
take to make free to the United States any port or ports 
which the United States Government might desire, either 
on the mainland, or on Vancouver's Island, south of lati- 
tude 49°. 

R. P. 

On the 2d of September, 1844, the third conference was 
held at the office of the Secretary of State, according to 
appointment. The American plenipotentiary presented a 
written statement of his views of the claims of the United 

bibiteJ from furnishing the natives with fire-arms and other exception- 
able articles to be hereafter enumerated; and it is further especially 
agreed that neither of the high contracting parties, their respective sub- 
jects or citizens, sliall henceforward form any settlements within the 
limits assigned hereby to the other, west of the Rocky Mountains ; it 
being, at the same time, understood that any settlement already formed 
by the British to the south and east of the boundary line above de- 
scribed, or by citizens of the United States, to the north and west of 
the said line, shall continue to bo occupied and enjoyed at the pleasurb 
of the present proprietors or occupants, without let or hindrance of any 
kind, until the exi)iration of the above-mentioned term of ten years, from 
the date hereof." 

Protocol of the tJiird Conference^ December let, 1826. 

" The British plenipotentiaries, in order to evince the earnest desire 
of their Government to afford every facility ta the final adjustment of 
the question of boundary, submitted the following terms of accommoda- 
tion, with a view to their reference to the American Oovemment : — 

" That considering the possession of a safe and conmiodious port, on 
the north-west coast of America, fitted for the reception of large ships, 
might be an object of great interest and importance to the United States, 
and that no such port was to be found between the 42d degree of latitude 
and the Columbia River, Great Britain, in still adhering to that river as 
a basis, was willing so far to modify her former proposal, as to concede, 
as far as she was concerned, to the United States, the possession of Port 
Discovery, — a most valuable harbor on the southern coast of De Fnoa^a 
Inlet ; and to annex thereto all that tract of country comprised within 
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States to the portion of the territory drained by the waters 
of the Columbia Eiver, marked A., and containing his wasons 
for declining to accept the proposal offered by the British 
plenipotentiary, at their second conference. 

J. C. Calhoun. 

E. Pakenham. 

On the 12th of September, 1844, the fourth conference 
was held at the office of the Secretary of State, when the 
British plenipotentiary presented his statement, marked D., 
counter to that of the American plenipotentiary, marked A., 
presented at the preceding conference. 

J. C. Calhoun. 
E. Pakenham. 

At the fifth conference, held at the office of the Secretary 
of State, on the 20th of September, the American plenipo- 
tentiary delivered to the British plenipotentiary a state- 
ment, marked B., in rejoinder to his counter-statement, 
marked D. 

J. C. Calhoun. 
E. Pakenham. 

The sixth conference was held on the 24th of Septem- 
ber, when the British plenipotentiary stated that he had 

a line to be drawn from Gape Flattery along the southern shore of De 
Fuca's Inlet to Point Wilson, at the north-western extremity of Ad- 
miralty Inlet ; from thence along the western shore of that inlet, across 
the entrance of Hood^s Inlet to the point of land forming the north-east^ 
ern extremity of the said inlet ; from thence along the eastern shore 
of that inlet to the southern extremity of the same ; from thence direct 
to the southern point of Gray's Harbor ; from thence along the shore 
of the Pacific to Gape Flattery, as before mentioned. 

^^ They were further willing to stipulate that no works should, at any 
time, be erected at the entrance of the river Golumbia, or upon the banks 
of the same, that might be calculated to impede or hinder the free navi- 
gation thereof, by the vessels or boats of either party.'' 
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read, with due attention, the statement, marked B., present- 
ed by the American plenipotentiary at the last conference ; 
but that it had not weakened the impression previously en- 
tertained by him with regard to the claims and rights of 
Great Britain, as explained in the paper lately presented by 
him, marked D. — That, reserving for a future occasion such 
observations as he might wish to present, by way of expla- 
nations, in reply to the statement last presented by the 
American plenipotentiary, he was, for the present, obliged 
to declare, with reference to the concluding part of that 
statement, that he did not feel authorized to enter into dis- 
cussion respecting the territory north of the 49th parallel 
of latitude, — which was understood by the British Govern- 
ment to form tlie basis of negotiation on the side of the 
United States, as the line of the Columbia formed that on 
the side of Great Britain. That the proposal which he had 
presented was oflFered by Great Britain as an honorable com- 
promise of the claims and pretensions of both parties, and 
that it would, of course, be understood as having been made 
subject to the condition recorded in the protocol of the third 
conference, held between the respective plenipotentiaries in 
London in December, 1826.*^ 

J. C. Calhoun. 

R. Pakenham, 

♦The condition horo referred to, is tlie protest contained in the follow- 
ing extract from the protocol of the third conference, held on the 1st of 
December 182G. 

"The Britisli protested against the offer of concession so made, being 
ever taken, in any way, to prejudice the claims of Great Britain, included 
in her proposal of 1824 ; and declared that the offer now made was con- 
sidered by the British Government, as not called for by any just compar- 
ison of the grounds of these claims, and of the counter-claim of the Uni- 
ted States ; but rather as a sacrifice w^hich the British Government had 
consented to make, with a view to obviate all evils of future difference^ 
in respect to the territory west of the Rocky Mountains." 
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W^iQ>'aTOK, Sepltmbfr Mlh. 19U. 

The undersigned, American plenipotentiary, declines the 
p!'oix)sal of the British plenipotentiary, on the ground that 
it would have the effect of restricting the poBseBaions of the 
United States to limits far more circumscribed than their 
claims clearly entitle tbem to. It proposes to limit their 
northern boundary by a line drawn from the Rocky Moun- 
tains along the 49th parallel of latitude to the north-eastern- 
most branch of the Columbia River, and tlienco down the 
middle of that rlv-er to the sea, giving to Great Britain all the 
country north, and to the United States all south of that 
line, except a detached territory extending on the Pacific 
and the Straits of Fuca, from Bnlfinch's Harbor to Hood's 
Canal ; to which it is proposed, in addition, to make free to 
the United States any port which the United States Gov- 
ernment might desire, either on the mainland or on Van- 
couvei-'s Island, south of latitude 49 degrees. 

By tmning to the map hereto annexed, and on which 
the proposed boundary is marked in pencil, it will be seen 
that it assigns to Great Britain almost the entire region on 
its north side, drained by the Culiimbia River, lying on its 
northern bank. It is not deemed necessary to state at 
large the claims of the United States to this territory, and 
the gronnds on which they rest, in order to make good the 
assertion that it restricts the possessions of the United 
States within narrower bounds than they are clearly enti- 
tled to. It will be sufficient for this purpose, to show that 
they are fairly entitled to the entire region drained by the 
river ; and, to the establishment of this point, the under- 
signed proposes, accordingly, to limit his remarks at present. 

Our claims to the portion of the territory drained by the 
Columbia River, may be divided into those we have in our 
own proper right, and those we have derived from France 
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and Spam. We ground the former as against Great Bri- 
tain, on priority of discovery and priority of exploration and 
settlement. We rest our claim to discovery, as against her, 
on that of Captain Gray, a citizen of the United States, 
who, in the ship Columbia, of Boston, passed its bar and 
anchored in the river, ten miles above its mouth, on the 
11th of May, 1792 ; and who afterwards sailed up the river 
twelve or fifteen miles, and left it on the 20th of the same 
month, calling it " Columbia," after his ship ; which name 
it still retains. 

On these facts our claim to the discovery and entrance 
into the river rests. They are too well attested to be con- 
troverted. But they have been opposed by the alleged dis- 
coveries of Meares and Vancouver. It is true that the for- 
mer explored a portion of the coast through which the 
Columbia flows into the ocean, in 1788 (five years before 
Captain Gray crossed the bar and anchored in the river), in 
order to ascertain whether the river, as laid down in the 
Spanish charts, and called the St. Eoc, existed or not ; but 
it is equally true that he did not even discover it. On the 
contrarj', he expressly declares in his account of the voyage, 
as the result of his observations, that " we can now safely 
assert that there is no such river as that of the St. Boc, as 
laid down in Spanish charts ; " and, as if to perpetuate his 
disappointment, he called the promontory lying north of the 
inlet, where he expected to discover it. Cape Disappoint- 
ment, and the inlet itself Deception Bay. It is also true, 
that Vancouver, in April, 1792, explored the same coast ; 
butf it is no less so that he failed to discover the river, of 
which his own journal furnishes the most conclusive evi- 
dence, as well as his strong conviction that no such river ex- 
isted. So strong was it, indeed, that, when he fell in with 
Captain Gray, shortly afterwards, and was informed by him 
that he had been off the mouth of a river, in latitude 46 
degrees, 10 minutes, whose outlet was so strong as to pre- 
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vent his entering, he remained still incredulous, and strong- 
ly expressed himself to that eflfect in his journal. It was 
shortly after this interview that Captain Gray again visited 
its mouth, crossed its bar, and sailed up the river as has 
been stated. After he left it, he visited Nootka Sound, 
where he communicated his discoveries to Quadra, the Span- 
ish commandant at that place, and gave him a chart and 
description of the mouth of the river. After his departure, 
Vancouver arrived there in September, when he was in- 
formed of the discoveries of Captain Gray, and obtained 
from Quadra copies of the chart he had left with him. In 
consequence of the information thus obtained, he was in- 
duced to visit again that part of the coast. It was during 
this visit that he entered the river on the 20th of October, 
and made his survey. 

From these facts it is manifest, that the alleged discov- 
eries of Meares and Vancouver cannot in the slightest degree 
shake the claim of Captain Gray to priority of discovery. 
Indeed, so conclusive is the evidence in his favor, that it has 
been attempted to evade our claim on the novel and wholly 
untenable ground, that his discovery was made, not in a 
national, but private vessel. Such, and so incontestable is 
the evidence of our claim, as against Great Britain, from 
priority of discovery, as to the mouth of the river , crossing 
its bar, entering it, and sailing up its stream, on the voyage 
of Captain Gray alone, without taking into consideration 
the prior discover}' of the Spanish navigator, Heceta, which 
will be more particularly referred to hereafter. 

Nor is the evidence of the priority of our discovery of 
the head branches of the river and its exploration, less con- 
clusive. Before the treaty was ratified by which we ac- 
quired Louisiana, in 1803, an expedition was planned^ at 
the head of which were placed Meriwether Lewis and 
William Clarke, to explore the river Missouri and its princi- 
pal branches to their sources^ and then to seek and trace to 
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its termination in the Pacific some stream, " whether the 
Columbia, the Oregon, the Colorado, or any other which 
might offer the most direct and practicable water communi- 
cation across the continent for the purpose of commerce." 
The party began to ascend the Missouri in May, 1804, and 
in the summer of 1805 reached the head-waters of the Co- 
lumbia River. After crossing many of the streams falling 
into it, they reached the Kooskooskee, in latitude 43° 34' — 
descended that to the principal southern branch, which they 
called Lewis's — followed that to its junction with the great 
northern branch, which they called Clarke ; and thence de- 
scended to the mouth of the river, where they landed and 
encamped, on the north sid^ on Cape Disappointment, and 
wintered. The next spring they commenced their return, 
and continued their exploration up the river, noting its 
various branches, and tracing some of the principal, and 
finally arrived at St. Louis, in September, 1806, after an 
absence of two years and four months. 

It was this important expedition which brought to the 
knowledge of the world this great river,— the greatest by far 
on the western side of this continent, — with its numerous 
branches, and the vast regions through which it flows, above 
the points to which Gray and Vancouver had ascended. It 
took place many years before it was visited and explored by 
any subject of Great Britain, or of any other civilized 
nation, so far as we are informed. It as clearly entitles us 
to the claim of priority of discovery as to its head branches 
and the exploration of the river and region through which it 
passes, as the voyages of Captain Gray and the Spanish na- 
vigator, Heceta, entitle us to priority, in reference to its 
mouth, and the entrance into its channel. 

Nor is our priority of settlement less certain. Estab- 
lishments were formed by American citizens on the Colum- 
bia, as early as 1809 and 1810. In the latter year, a com- 
pany was formed in New York, at the head of which was 
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John Jacob Aator, a wealthy merchant of that c'lly, the ob- 
ject of which waa to form a regular chain of estnblishmenta 
on the Columbia River and the coatigiioUB coasts of tbc Pa- 
cific, for commercial purposes. Early in the fipring of 1811, 
they made their first establishment on the south side of 
the river, a few milea above Point Geoi^e, where they were 
viaitTxl. in July following, by Mr. Thompson, a Bnn-eyor 
and astronomer of the North-west Company, and his party. 
They had been sent out, by that company, to forestall the 
American com])any in occupyinj; the mouth of the river, hut 
found themselves defeated in their object. The American 
company formed two other connected eBtablishracuts higher 
up the river : one at the confluence of the Okcuegan with 
the north branch of the Columbia, about six hundred miles 
above its mouth, and the other on the Spokan, a stream fall- 
ing into the north branch some fifty miles above. These 
posts passed into the possession of Great Britain during the 
war, which was declared the next year ; bnt it was provid- 
ed by the first article of the treaty of Ghent, which termi- 
nated it, that "all territories, places, and possessiona what- 
ever, taken by either party from the other, during the war, 
or which may be taken after the signing of the treaty, ex- 
cepting the islands hereafter mentioned (in the Bay of Fun- 
dy), shall be restored without delay." Under this provision, 
Vhich embraces all the establishments of the American com- 
pany on the Columbia, Astoria was formally restured on the 
6th of October, 1818, by agents duly authorized on the 
part of the British Government to restore the possession, 
and to an agent duly authorized on the part of the Govern- 
incut of the United States to receive it, which placed our 
possessions where it was before it passed into the hands erf 
British subjects. 

Such are the facts on which we rest our claims to priori- 
ty of discovery and priority of exploration and settlement, 
as against Great Britain, to the region drained by tho Co- 
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lumbia River. So ranch for the claims we have in our own 
proper right to that region. 

To these we have added the claims of Francf* and Spain. 
The former we obtained by the treaty of Louisiana ratified 
in 1803 ; and tlie latter by the treaty of Florida, ratified 
in 1819. By the former we acquired all the rights which 
France had to Louisiana, to the " extent it now has (1803) 
in the hands of Spain, and that it had when France possessed 
it, and such as it should be after the treaties subse- 
quently entered into by Spain and other States." By the 
latter, his Catholic majesty " ceded to the United States all 
his rights, claims, and pi-etensions " to the country lying 
west of the Rocky Mountains and north of a line drawn on 
the 42d parallel of latitude, from a point on the south bank 
of the Arkansas, in that parallel, to the South Sea ; that is, 
to the whole region claimed by Spain, west of those moun- 
tains, and north of that line. 

The cession of Louisiana gave us undisputed title west 
of the Mississippi extending to the summit of the Rocky 
Mountains, and stretching south between that river and those 
mountains, to the possessions of Spain, the line between 
which and ours, was afterwards determined by the treaty of 
Florida. It also added much to the strength of our title to 
the region beyond the Rocky Mountains, by restoring to us 
the important link of continuity westward to the Pacific; 
which had been surrendered by the treaty of 1763, as will 
be hereafter shown. 

That continuity furnishes a just foundation for a claim of 
territory, in connection with those of discovery and occupa- 
tion, would seem unquestionable. It is admitted by all, that 
neither of them is limited by the precise spot discovered or 
occupied. It is evident that, in order to make either availa- 
ble, it must extend at least some distance bevond that actu- 
ally discovered or occupied ; but how far, as an abstract 
question, is a matter of uncertainty. It is subject, in each 
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case, to bo infiuonced by a variety of coDBideratioos, In the 
case of an islaod, it has been usually maintained in practice, 
to extend the claim of discovery or occupancy to the whole ; 
80 likewise in the case of a river, it has been usiml to extend 
them to the entire region drained by it, more especially in 
cases of a discovery and settlement at the moutb ; and em- 
phatically BO when accompanied by exploration of the river 
and region thnnigb which it flows. Such, it is believed, 
may be affirmed to ho the opinion and practice, in such 
cases, since the discovery of this continent. How far the 
claim of continuity may extend in other cases, is less per- 
fectly defined, and can be settled only by reference to the 
circumstances attending each. When this continent was 
first discovered, Spain claimed the whole, in virtue of the 
grant of the Pope ; but a claim so extravagant and unrea- 
sonable wiia not acquiesced in by other countries, and could 
not K' long maintained. Other nations, especially England 
and France, at an early period, contested her claim. They 
fitted out voyages of discovery, and made settlements on the 
eastern coasts of North America, They claimed for their 
BCttlemenIs, usually, specific limits, along tbc coasts or bays 
on which they were formed ; and generally, a region of cor- 
responding width, extending across the entire continent to 
the Pacific Ocean, Such was the character of the limits as- 
signed by England, in the charters which she granted to 
her former colonies, now the United States, when there were 
no special reasons for varying from it. 

How strong she regarded her claim to the region conveyed 
by these charters and extending westwartl of her settle- 
ments, the war between her and France, which was termi- 
nated by the treaty of Paris, in 1763, funiisbes a striking 
illustration. That great contest, wliich ended so gloriously 
for England, and effected so great and durable a change on 
this continent, commenced in a confiict between her claims 
and those of France, resting on her aide, on this very right 
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of continuity, extending westward from her settlements tc 
the Pacific Ocean ; and, on the part of France, on the same 
right, but extending to the region drained by the Mississippi 
and its waters, on the ground of settlement and exploration. 
Their respective claims, which led to the war, first clashed 
on the river Ohio, the waters of which the colonial charters, 
in their western extension, covered ; but which France had 
been unquestionably the first to settle and explore. If the 
relative strength of these diflferent claims may be tested by 
the result of that remarkable contest, that of continuity west- 
ward must be pronounced to be the stronger of the two. 
England has had, at least, the advantage of the result, and 
would seem to be foreclosed against contesting the principle, 
particularly as against us, who contributed so much to that 
result, and on whom that contest and her example and pre- 
tensions, from the first settlement of our country, have con- 
tributed to impress it so deeply and indelibly. 

But the treaty of 1763, which terminated that memora- 
ble and eventful struggle, yielded, as has been stated, the 
claims and all the chartered rights of the colonies beyond 
the Mis8issij)pi. The seventh article establishes that river 
as the permanent boundary between the possessions of 
Great Britain and France on this continent. So much as 
relates to the subject is in the following words : " The con- 
fines between the dominions of His Britannic Majesty, in that 
part of the world (the continent of America), shall be fixed 
irrevocably by a line drawn along the middle of the river 
Mississippi, from its source to the river Iberville, and from 
thence, by a line drawn along the middle of this river and 
the lakes Maurepas and Pontchartrain to the sea," &c. 

This iin[»ortant stipulation, which thus establishes the 
Mississippi as the line " fixed irrevocably" between the domin- 
ions of the two countries on this continent, in efiect extin- 
guishes, in favor of France, whatever claim Grent Britain 
may have had to the region lying west of the Mississippi 
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It of courso cou](l not affect the rights of Spain, the ouly 
otber nation which had any pretence of claim west of tliat 
river ; but it prevented the right of continuity, previously 
claimed by Great Britain, from extending beyond it, and 
transferred it to France. The treaty of Louisiana resiored 
and vested in tho United States all the claims acquired by 
France and surrendered by Great Britain under the provi- 
sions of that treaty, to the couutry west of the Mississippi, 
andaraongothers, the one in question. Certain it is that France 
had the same right of continuity, in virtuo of her poBsession of 
Louisiana, and the extinguishment of the right of England, 
by the treaty of 1763, to tho whole country, west of the 
Rocky Mountains, and lying west of Louisiana, as against 
Spain, which England had to tho country westward of tho 
Alleghany Mountains, as against France, — with this differ- 
ence, that Spain had nothing to oppose to tho claim of 
France, at tlie time, but the right of discovery ; and oven 
tliat England has since denied, while France had opposed to 
the right of England, in her case, that of discover)', explora- 
tion, and settlement. It is therefore not at all surprising 
that France should claim the ccamtry west of the Rocky 
Mountains (as may be infen'cd from her maps), on the same 
principle that Great Britain had claimed and dispossessed 
her of the regions west of tlie Alleghany ; or that the Uni- 
ted States, as soon as they had acquired the rights of France, 
should assert the same claim, and take measures immediately 
after to explore it, with a view to occupation and settlement. 
But since then we have strengthened our title by abiding to 
our own proi>er claims and those of France, tho claims also 
of Spain, by the treaty of Florida, as has been stated. 

The claims which we have acquired from her, between 
the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific, rest on her priority of 
discover)'. Numerous voyages of discovery, commencing 
with that of Maldorado, in 1528, and ending with that un- 
der Galiano and Valdes, in 1792, were undertaken, by her 
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authority, along the north-western coast of North America 
That they discovered and explored, not only the entire coast 
of what is now called the Oregon territory, but still, further 
north^ are facts too well established to be controverted at 
this day. The voyages which they performed will, accord- 
ingly, be passed over at present, without being particularly 
alluded to^ with the exception of that of Heceta. His dis- 
covery of the mouth of the Columbia River has been already 
referred to. It was made on the 15th of August, 1775, 
many years anterior to the voyages of Meares and Vancou- 
ver, and was prior to Cook's, who did not reach the north- 
western coast until 1778. The claims it gave to Spain of 
priority of discovery, were transferred to us, with all others 
belonging to her, by the treaty of Florida ; which, added to 
the discoveries of Captain Gray, places our right to the dis- 
covery of the mouth and entrance into the inlet and river 
beyond all controversy. 

It has been objected, that we claim under various and 
conflicting titles, which mutually destroy each other. Such 
might, indeed, be the fact, while they were held by diflFerent 
parties ; but since we have rightfully acquired both those of 
Spain and France, and concentrated the whole in our hands, 
they mutually blend with each other, and form one strong, 
and connected chain of title, against the opposing claims of 
all others, including Great Britain. 

In order to present, more fully and perfectly, the grounds 
on which our claim to the region in question rests, it will 
now be necessary to turn back to the time when Astoria was 
restored to us under the provisions of the treaty of Ghent, 
and to trace what has since occurred between the two coun- 
tries in reference to the territory, and inquire, whether their 
respective claims have been affected by the settlements since 
made in the territory by Great Britain, or the occurrences 
'v^'hich have since taken place. 

The restoratioa of Astoria took place under the proYi- 
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aiona of the treaty of Ghent, on tho 6th day of October, 
1818, the effect of which was to put Mr. Prevost, the agent 
ftuthorizod hy our Goverament to receive it, in possession of 
the eBtablishraent, with the right, at all times, to be reinstat- 
ed and cimaiilored tho party in possession, aa was explicitly 
udilittted by Lord Castlereagli in the first negotiation be- 
tween the two Governments in reference to tho treaty. The 
words of Mr. Rush, our plenipotentiary, on that occasion, in 
his letter to Mr. Adams, then Secretary of State, of the 
14th of February, 1818, reimrtiDg what passed between hira 
and his lordship, are — " that Lord Castlereagli admitted, la 
the most ample extent, our right to be reinstated, and to be 
the party in possession, while treating of the title." 

That negotiation terminated in the convention of the 
20th of October, 1818, the third article of which is in the 
following words ; — 

" It is agreed that any country that may be claimed by 
either party on the north-west coast of America, westward 
of the Stony Mountains, shall, together with its harbors, 
bays, and creeks, and the navigation of all rivers within the 
same, be free and open, for tho term of ten years from the 
date of the signature of the present convention, to the ves- 
sels, citizens, and subjects of the two powers ; it being well 
nnderstood, /hat this agreement is not to be construed to 
the prejudice of any claim which either of the two high- 
contracting parties may have to any part of the saJd country ; 
nor shall it be taken to affect the claims of any other power or 
state to any part of the said country. The only object of 
the high -contracting parties, in that respect, being to prevent 
disputes and differences amongst themselves." 

Thetwoaets — tlierestomtionof our possession, and the sig- 
nature of the convention — were nearly contemporaneous ; the 
latter taking place but fourteen days subsequently to the former. 
Wo were then, as admitted by Lord Castlereagh, entitletl to be 
considered as the party in iTOSsesaion, and the convention which 
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stipulated that the territory should be free and open for the teru3 
of ten years from the date of its signature, to the vessels, citi- 
zens, and subjects of the two countries, without prejudice to 
any claim which either party may have to any part of the same, 
preserved and perpetuated all our claims to the territory, in- 
cluding the acknowledged right to be considered the party in 
possession, as perfectly, during the period of its continu- 
ance, as they were the day the convention was signed. 
Of this there can be no doubt. 

After an abortiv-e attempt to adjust the claims of the 
two parties to the territory in 1824, another negotiation was 
commenced in 1826, which terminated in renewing, on the 
Gth of August, 1827, the third article of the convention of 
1818, prior to its expiration. It provided for the indefinite 
extension of all the provisions of the third article of that 
convention, and also that either party might terminate it at 
any time it might think fit, by giving one year's notice after 
the 20th of October, 1828. It took, however, the precau- 
tion of providing, expressly, that '• nothing contained in this 
convention, or in the third article of the convention of the 
20th of October, 1818, hereby continued in force, shall be 
construed to impair, or in any manner afiect the claims 
which either of the contracting parties may have to any 
part of the country westward of the Stony or Rocky Moun- 
tains." That convention is now in force, and has continued 
to be so since the expiration of that of 1818. By the joint 
operation of the two, our right to be considered the party in 
possession, and all the claims wc had to the territory, while 
in possession, are preseiTcd in as full vigor as they were at 
the date of its restoration in 1818, without being aflfected 
or impaired by the settlements since made by the subjects 
of Great Britain. 

Time, indeed, so far from impairing our claims, has 
greatly strengthened them since that period ; for, since then, 
the treaty of Florida transferred to us all the rights, claims, 
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and pretensions of Spain to the whole territory, as has been 
stated. In consequence of this, our claims to the portion 
drained by tlie Columbia River, the point now the subject 
of consideration, have been much strengthened by giving us 
the incontestable claim to the discovery of the mouth of the 
river by Heceta, above stated. But it is not in this particu- 
lar only that it lias 0]K!ratod in our favor. Onr well-founded 
claim, grounded on continuity, has greatly strengthened 
(luring the same period, by the rapid advance of our popu- 
lation towards the territory ; its great increase, especially in 
the valley of the Mississippi, as well as the greatly increased 
facility of jjaBsing to the territory by more accessible routes, 
and the far stronger and rapidly swelling tide of population 
that has recently commenced flowing into it. 

When the first convention was concluded, in 1818, our 
whole population did not exceed nine millions of people. 
The portion of it inhabiting the States in the gi'eat valley 
of the Mississippi was ])robabIy under one milliou seven 
hundred thousand, of whicli not more than two hundred 
thousand were on the west side of that river. Now our 
population may be safely estimated at not less than nineteen 
millions, of which at least eight millions inhabit the States, 
and territories in the valley of the Mississippi ; and of which, 
upwards of one million are in the States and territories west 
of that river. This portion of our population ia now in- 
creasing far more rapidly than ever, and will, in a short time, 
fill the whole tier of States on its western bank. 

To this great increase of population, especially in the 
valley of the Mississippi, may be added the increased facility 
of reaching the Oregon territory, in consequence of the dis- 
covery of the remarkable pass in the Rocky Mountains, at 
the head of the La Platte. These joint causes have had 
the efl'ect of turning the current of our population towards 
the territory, and an emigration estimated at not less than 
one thousand during the last, and fifteen hundred the pre- 
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sent year, has flowed into it. The current, thns oommenoed 
will DO doubt continue to flow with increased Tc4ume hereaf- 
ter. There can. then, be no doubt, now, that the operation of 
the same causes which impelled our population westward 
from the shores of the Atlantic acroes the Allegfaanr to 
the vallcT of the Misds^ppi^ wiUf impel them onward, with 
accumulating force, across the Bockr Mountains, into the 
valley of the Columbia, and that the whole region drained 
by it is destined to be peopled br us. 

Such are our claims to that portion of the territory, and 
the grounds on which they rest. Th^ undersigned believes 
them to be well founded ; and trusts that the British jdeni- 
potentiar}' will see in them suffident reasons why he should 
decline his proposal. 

The undersigned plenipotentiary abstains, for the pre- 
sent, from presenting the claims which the United States 
may have to other portions of the territory. 

The undersigned aMiils himself of this occasion to renew 
to the British pleniiv>tentiary, assurances of high considera- 
tion. 

J. C. Calhoux. 

Rigbt IIOQ. RiCIlAKD PAKCTViX, ^c 



D. 

SfpL mk, 1S44. 

The undersigned, British plenipotentiary, has studied 
with much iijrcr^st and attention, the statement, marked 
A., presented by the American plenipotentiary, setting forth 
the grounds on which he declines the proposal offered by the 
British plenifiotentiary, as a compromise of the difficulties 
of the Oregon question. The arrangement contemplated by 
that projKfcsal, would, in the estimation of the American 
plenipotentiary, have the effect of restricting the poesessiona 
of the United States to limits far more circumscribed than 
their claims clearlv entitle them ta 
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The claims of tlie United States to the portion 
territory drained hy the Columbia Elver, are divided i 
these adduced by the United States in their own proper right, 
and those which they have derived from France and Spain. 

The former, as against Great Britain, they ground on 
priority of discovery and priority of eiploration and settle ■ 
raent. I 

Tlie claim derived from France originates in the treaty 
of 1803, by which Louisiana was ceded to the United States, 
with all its rights and appurtenances, as fully and in the 
same manner as they had been acquired by the French Re- 
public ; and the claim derived from Spain is founded on the 
treaty concluded with that jxjwer in the year 1819, whereby 
His Catholic Majesty ceded to the United States all his 
rights, claims and pretensions to the territories lying east 
and north of a certain line, terminating on the Pacific, in 
the 42d degree of north latitude. 

Dejiarting from the order in which these three separate 
claims are presented by the American plenipotentiarj-, the 
British plenipotentiary will first beg leave fo observe, with 
regard to the claim derived from France, that he has not 
been able to discover any evidence tending to establish the 
belief that Louisiana as originally possessed by France — af- 
terwards transferred to Spain, then retroceded by Spain to 
France, and ultimately ceded by the latter power to the Uni- 
ted States — extended in a wesferly direction beyond the 
Hocty Mountains. There is on the other hand strong reason 
to suppose that at the time Louisiana was ceded to the United 
States its acknowledged western boundary was the Rocky 
Mountains, Such appears to have been the opinion of Pre- 
sident Jefferson, under whose auspices the acquisition of 
Louisiana was accomplished. 

In a letter written by him in August, 1803, are to be 
found the following words : " The boundaries of Louisiana, 
which I deem not admitting question, are the highlands on 
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the western bide of the Mississippi, inclosing all its watere 
— the Missouii of course, — and terqjinating in the line 
drawn from the north-west point of the Lake of the Woods, 
to the nearest source of the Mississippi, as lately settled be- 
tween Great Britain and the United States." 

In another and more formal document, dated in July, 
1807, that is to say, nearly a year after the return of Lewis 
and Clarke from their expedition to the Pacific, and fifteen 
years after Gray had entered Columbia River, — is recorded 
Mr. Jefferson's opinion of the impolicy of giving offence to 
Spain by any intimation that the claims of the United 
States extended to the Pacific ; and we have the authority 
of an American historian, distinguished for the attention 
and research which he has bestowed on the whole subject of 
the Oregon territory, for concluding that the western bounda- 
ries of Louisiana, as it was ceded by France to the United 
States, were those indicated by nature ; — namely, the high 
land separating the waters of the Mississippi from those 
falling into the Pacific. 

From the acquisition, then, of Louisiana, as it was received 
from France, it seems clear that the United States can de- 
duce no claim to territory west of the Rocky Mountains. 
But even if it were otherwise, and if France had ever pos- 
sessed or asserted a claim to territory west of the Rocky 
Mountains, as appertaining to the territory of Louisiana, 
that claim, whatever it might be, was necessarily transferred 
to Spain, when Louisiana was ceded to that power in 1762 ; 
and, of course, became subject to the provisions of the treaty 
between Spain and Great Britain of 1790, which effectually 
abrogated the claim of Spain to exclusive dominion over the 
unoccupied parts of the American continent. 

To the observation of the American plenipotentiary, re- 
specting tlic effect of continuity in furnishing a claim to 
territory, the undersigned has not failed to pay due atten- 
tion ; but he submits that, what is said on this head, may 
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more be considered as demonstrating the greater degree of in- 
terest which the Upited States possess by reason of conti- 
guity in acquiring territor}' in that direction, than as affect- 
ing in any way, the question of right. 

The imdersigned will endeavor to show hereafter that, 
in the proposal put in on the part of Great Britain, the 
natural expectations of the United States, on the ground 
of contiguity, have not been disregarded. 

Next comes to be examined, the claim derived from 
Spain. 

It must, indeed, be acknowledged that, by the treaty of 
1819, Spain did convey to the United States all that she 
had the power to dispose of, on the north-west coast of Ame- 
rica, north of the forty-second parallel of latitude ; but she 
could not, by that transaction, annul or invalidate the rights 
which she had, by a previous transaction, acknowledged to 
belong to another power. 

By the treaty of the 28th of October, 1790, Spain ac- 
knowledged in Great Britain certain rights with respect to 
those parts of the western coasts of America not already 
occupied.^ 

This acknowledgment had reference especially to the 
territory which forms the subject of the present negotiation. 
If Spain could not make good her own right to exclusive 
dominion over those regions, still less could she confer such a 
right on another power ; and hence Great Britain argues 
that, from nothing deduced from the treaty of 1819, can 
the United States assert a valid claim to exclusive dominion 
over any part of the Oregon territory. 

There remains to be considered, the claim advanced by 
the United States on the ground of prior discovery, and pri- 
or exploration and settlement. 

In that part of the memorandum of the American ple- 
nipotentiary which speaks of the Spanish title, it is stated 
that the mouth of the river, afterwards called the Columbia 
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River, was first discovered by the Spanish navigator, Heceta 
The admission of this fact would appear to be altogether ir- 
reconcilable with a claim to priority of discovery, from any 
thing accomplished by Capt. Gray. To one, and to one 
only, of those commanders, can be conceded the merit of 
first discovery. If Heceta's claim is acknowledged, then 
Capt. Gray is no longer the discoverer of the Columbia 
River. If, on the other hand, preference is given to the 
achievement of Capt. Gray, then Heceta's discovery ceases 
to be of any value. But it is argued, that the United 
States now represent both titles, — the title of Heceta and 
the title of Gray ; and, therefore, that, under one or the 
other, it matters not which, enough can be shown to estab- 
lish a case of prior discovery, as against Great Britain. 
This may be tfue, as far as relates to the act of first seeing, 
and first entering the mouth of the Columbia River ; but, if 
the Spanish claim to prior discovery is to prevail, whatever 
rights may be thereon founded, are necessarily restricted by 
the stipulations of the treaty of 1790, which forbid a claim 
of exchisive possession. 

If the act of Capt. Gray, in passing the bar and actu- 
ally entering the river, is to supersede the discovery of the 
entrance, wliicli is all that is attributed to Heceta, then the 
l)rinciplc of prof^rcssivo or gradual discovery, being admitted 
as conveyhig in proportion to the extent of discovery or ex- 
ploration superior rights, tlie operations of Vancouver, in 
entering, Rurveying, and exploring, to a considerable distance 
inland, tlie river Columbia, would, as a necessary conse- 
quence, supersede the discovery of Capt, Gray, — to say no- 
thing of the act of taking possession, in the name of his 
sovereign ; which ceremony was duly performed, and au- 
thenticjilly recorded by Capt. Vancouver. 

This brings us to an examination of the conflicting 
claims of Great Britain and the United States on the 
round of discovery ; which may be said to form the essen- 



rr 



REPORTS ASD PUBLIC LETTERS. 445 

tiflJ point in the diacUBaion, — for it lias aboie been Bbowti 
that the claim derived from France must be considered as of 
little or no weight ; while that derived from Spain, in as far 
as relates to csclusivo dominion, is neutralized by the atipu- 
lations of the Nootka Convention, 

It will be admitted that, when the United States became 
an independent nation, they possessed no claim,, direct or 
indirect, to the Columbia territory. Their western bounda- 
ry, in those days, was defined by the treaty of 1783, Great 
Britain, on the contrary, had, at that time, already directed 
her attention to the north-we8t coast of America, as is sulli- 
ciently shown by the voyage and discoveries of Capt. Cook, 
who, in 1778, visited and explored a great portion of it from 
latitude 44^ northward. 

That Great Britain was the first to acquire, what may 
be called, a beneficial interest in these regions, by commer- 
cial intercourse, -will not either be denied. In proof of this 
fact, we have tho voyages of several British subjects, who 
visited the coasts, and adjacent islands, previously to the 
dispute with Spain, and that her commerce, actual as well 
as prospective, in that part of the world, waf ^nsidered a 
matter of great national importance, is shown by the reso- 
lute measures which she took for its protection, when Spain 
manifested a disposition to interfere with it. 

The discoveries of Mcares in 1788, and the comjilete 
survey of the coast and its adjacent islands, from about lat- 
itude 40^ northwards, whicli was effected by Captain Van- 
couver in 17D2, 1793, and 1794, would appear to give to 
Great Britain, as against the United Slates, as strong a 
claim on the ground of discovery, and exploration coastwise, 
as can well be imagined, — limited only by what was accom- 
plished by Captain Gray at the mouth of the Columbia ; 
which, as i'ar as discovery is concerned, forma a strong point 
on the American side of tho question. 

In point of accuracy and authenticity, it is bedeved that 
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the performances of Cook and YanoouTer stand pre-eminently 
superior to those of any other country whose vesseb had in 
those days visited the north-west coast ; while, in point of 
value and importance, surely the discovery of a single har- 
bor, although at the mouth of an important liver, cannot, 
as giving a claim to territory, be placed in competition with 
the vast extent of discoveiy and survey accomplished by the 
British navigators. 

As regards exploration inland, entire justice must be 
done to the memorable exploits of Messrs. Lewis and Clarke ; 
but these distinguished travellers were not the first who 
effected a passage across the Or^n territory, from the 
Bocky Mountains to the Pacifia As fiur back as 1793, that 
feat had been accomplished by Mackenzie, a British stubject. 
In the course of this expedition Mackenzie explored the up- 
l)er waters of a river, since called Fraaer^s Biver ; which, in 
process of time, was traced to its junction with the sea, near 
the 49th degree of latitude ; these fomung, in point of exido- 
ration, a counterpoise to the exploration of that part of the 
Columbia which was first visited by Lewis and Clarke. 

Priority of settlement is the third plea, on which the 
American claim pro})er is made to rest. 

In 1811, an establishment for the purposes of trade, was 
formed at the south side of the Columbia River, near to its 
mouth, by certain American citizens. This establishment 
passed, during the war, into the hands of British subjects ; 
but it was restored to the American Government in the year 
1818, by an understaading bstween the two .Grovernments. 
Since then, it has not however been, in reality, occupied by 
Americans. This is the case of priority of settlement. 

The American plenipotentiary lays some stress on the 
admission attributed to Lord Castloreagh, the principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that " the American 
Government had the most ample right to be reinstated, and 
to be considered the party in possession, while treating of 
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tlie title." The undersigned is not inclined to dispute an 
assertion resting on such respectable authority ; but ho must 
observe in the first pUce, that the reBeiration implied by 
the wunis, "while treating of the title," excludes any in- 
ference which might otherwise bo drawn from the preceding 
words, prejudicial to the title of Great Britain ; and, fur- 
ther, that when the authority of the American Minister is 
thus admitted for an observation, which is pleaded against 
England, it is but fair that, on the part of the United States, 
credit rfiould be given to England, for the authenticity of a 
despatch fmm Lord Castlereagh to the British Minister at 
Washington, which was communicated, verbally, to the 
Government of the Tlnitcd States, when tho restoration of 
the establishment, called Astoria or Fort George, was in 
contemplation, — containing a complete reservation of the 
rights of England to the territory at the mouth of the Co- 
lumbia. (See Statement of the British plenipotentiary, 
December, 1826,) 

In fine, the present state of the question between the 
two Governments appears to be this : — Great Britain pos- 
sessea and exercises, in common with the United States, a 
right of joint occupancy in the Oregon territory, of which 
right she can Iw divested, with respect to any part of that 
territory, only by on equitable iiartilion of the whole be- 
tween the two jKiwers, 

It is, for obvious reasons, desirable that such a partition 
should take place as soon rb possible ; and tho difficulty 
appears to be in drawing a line of demarcation, which shall 
leave to each party that precise portion of the territory best 
suited to its interest and convenience. 

The British Government entertained the hope that, by 
the jiropoBJil lately submitted for the consideration of the 
American Gwcrnmcnt, that object would have been accom- 
plished. 

According to the arrangement therein contemplated, the 
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northern boundaiy of the Unite4 States, west of the Rocky 
Mountains, would, for a considerable distance, be carried 
along the same parallel of latitude which forms their north- 
era boundary on the eastern side of those mountains ; 
thus uniting the present eastern boundary of the Oregon 
territory with the western boundary of the United States, 
from the 49 th pamllel downwards. 

From the point where the 49th degree of latitude inter- 
sects the north-eastern branch of the Columbia River, called 
in that part of its course McGillivray's River, the proposed 
line of boundary would be along the middle of that river 
till it joins the Columbia ; then along the middle of the 
Columbia to the ocean : the navigation of the river remain** 
ing perpetually free to both parties. 

In addition, Great Britain offers a separate territory on 
the Pacific, possessing an excellent harbor, with a further un- 
derstanding that any port or ix)rts, whether on Vancouver's 
Island — or on the continent south of the 49th parallel, to 
which the United States might desire to have access, shall 
be made free ports. 

It is believed that, by this arrangement, ample justice 
would be done to the claims of tlie United States, on 
whatever grounds advanced, with relation to the Oregon 
territory. As regards extent of territory, they would ob- 
tain, acre for acre, nearly half of the entire territoiy to be 
divided. As relates to the navigation of the principal river, 
they would enjoy a perfect equality of right with Great Bri- 
tain ; and with respect to harbors, it will be seen that Great 
Britain shows every disposition to consult their convenience 
in that particular. On the other hand, were Great Britain 
to abandon the line of the Columbia as a frontier, and to 
surrender her right to the navigation of that river, the pre- 
judice occasioned to her by such an arrangement, would, 
beyond all proportion, exceed the advantage accruing to the 
United States from the possession of a few more square 
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miles of territory. It must be obvious to every impattial 
investigator of the subject that, in adhering to the line of 
the Columbia, Great Britain is not influenced by motives of 
ambition in reference to the extent of territory, but by con- 
siderations of utility, not to say necessity, which cannot be 
lost sight of, and for which allowance ought to be made in 
an arrangement professing to be based on considerations of 
mutual convenience and advantage. 

The undersigned believes, that he has now noticed all 
the arguments advanced by the American plenipotentia- 
ry, in order to show that the United States are fairly enti- 
tled to the entire region drained by the Columbia River. 
He sincerely regrets th^-t their views on this subject should 
differ in so many essential respects. 

It remains for him to request that, as the American ple- 
nipotentiary declines the proposal offered on the part of Great 
Britain, he will have the goodness to state what arrangement 
he is, on the part of the United States, prepared to propose 
for an equitable adjustment of the question ; and, more es- 
pecially, that he will have the goodness to define the nature 
and extent of thb claims which the United States may have 
to other portions of the territory, to which allusion is niade 
in the concluding part of his statement, as it is obvious that 
no arrangement can be made with respect to a portion of the 
territory in dispute, while a claim is reserved to any portion 
of the remainder. 

The imdersigned, British plenipotentiary, has the honor 
to renew to the American plenipotentiary, the assurance of 
his high consideration. 

B. Pakenhah. 
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B. 

IhcPABTiCDrr of State, WAgHDroroir, SepL 29th, 1844^ 

The undersigned, American plenipotentiaiy, has read 
with attention the counter-statement of the British pleni- 
potentiary, but without weakening his confidence in the va- 
lidity of the title of the United States to the territory, as 
set forth in her statement, marked A. As therein set forth 
it rests, in the first place, on priority of discovery sustained 
by their own proper claims, and those derived from Spain 
through the treaty of Florida. 

The undersigned does not understand the counter-state- 
ment as denying that the Spanish navigators were the first 
to discover and explore the entire coasts of the Oregon ter- 
ritory ; nor that Heceta was the first who discovered the 
mouth of Columbia River ; nor that Captain Gray was the 
first to pass its bar, enter its mouth, and sail up its stream; 
nor that these, if jointly held by the United States, would 
give them the priority of discovery, which they claim. On 
the contrary, it would seem that the counter-statement, 
from the ground it takes, admits such would be the case 
on that supposition ; for it assumes that Spain, by the 
Nootka Sound Convention, in 1790, divested herself of all 
claims to the territory, founded on the prior discovery and 
explorations of her navigators, and that she could, conse- 
quently, transfer none to the United States by the treaty of 
Florida. Having put aside the claims of Spain by this as- 
sumption, the counter-statement next attempts to oppose 
the claims of the United States by those founded on the 
voyages of Captains Cook and Meares, and to supersede the 
discovery of Captain Gray on the ground that Vancouver 
sailed further up the Columbia Kiver than he did, although 
he effected it by the aid of his discoveries and charts. 

It will not be expected of the undersigned that he 
should seriously undertake to repel what he is constrained 



REPORTS AND PUBLIC LETTERS. 451 

to regard as a mere assumption unsustained by any reason. 
It is sufficient, on his part, to say that, in his opinion, there 
is nothing in the Nootka Sound Convention, or in the trans- 
actions which led to it, or in the circumstances attending it, 
to warrant the assumption. The Convention relates wholly 
to other subjects, and contains not a word in reference to 
the claims of Spain. It is on this assumption that the 
counter-statement rests its objections to the well-founded 
American claims to priority of discovery. Without it, there 
would not be a plausible objection left to them. 

The two next claims on which the United States rest 
their title to the territory, as set forth in statement A., 
are founded on their own proper right, and cannot possibly 
be aflfected by the assumed claims of Great Britain, derived 
from the Nootka Convention. 

The first of these is priority of discovery, and exploration 
of the head- waters and upper portions of the Columbia River, 
by Lewis and Clarke ; by which that great stream was first 
brought to the knowledge of the world, with the exception 
of a small portion near the ocean, including its mouth. This, 
the counter-statement admits, but attempts to set ofi^ against 
it, the prior discovery of Mackenzie of the head-waters of 
Frazer's River, quite an inferior stream, which drains the 
northern portion of the territory. It is clear that, whatever 
right Great Britain may derive from its discovery, it can, in 
no degree, affect the right of the United States to the region 
drained by the Columbia, which may be emphatically 
called, the river of the territory. 

The next of these, founded on their own proper right, 
is, priority of settlement. It is not denied by the coun- 
ter-statement, that we formed the first settlements in the 
portion of the territory drained by the Columbia River, nor 
does it deny that Astoria, the most considerable of them, 
was restored, under the third article of the treaty of Ghent, 
by agentson the part of Great Britain duly authorized to make 
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the restoration, to an agent, on the part of the United States, 
duly authorized to receive it. Nor does it deny that, in vir- 
tue thereof, they have the right to be reinstated, and consid- 
ered the party in possession, while treating of the title, as 
was admitted by Lord Castlereagh in the negotiation of 
1818 ; nor that the conventioii of 1818, signed a few days 
after the restoration, and that of 1827, which is still in force, 
have preserved and perpetuated, until now, all the rights they 
possessed to the territory at the time, including that of 
being reinstated and considered the party in possession, while 
the question of title is depending, as is now the case. It is 
true, it attempts to weaken the eflfect of these implied ad- 
missions ; in the first place, by designating positive treaty 
stipulations as " an understanding between the two Govern- 
ments ; " but a change of phraseology cannot possibly trans- 
form treaty obligations into a mere understanding ; and in 
the next place, by stating that we have not, since the resto- 
ration of Astoria, actually occupied it ; but that cannot pos- 
sibly aflfect our right to be reinstated, and to be considered 
in possession, secured to us by the treaty of Ghent, implied 
in the act of restoration and since preserved by positive 
treaty stipulations. Nor can the remarks of the counter- 
statement, in reference to Lord Castlereagh's admission, 
weaken our right of possession, secured by the treaty, and its 
formal and unconditional restoration by duly authorized 
agents. It is on these, and not on the denial of the authenti- 
city of Lord Castlereagh's despatch, that the United States 
rest their right of possession, whatever verbal communication 
the British Minister may have made, at the time, to our Se- 
cretary of State ; and it is on these that they may safely 
rest it, setting aside altogether the admission of Lord Castle- 
reagh. 

The next claims on which our title to the territory rests, 
are those derived from Spain, by the treaty ceding Louisiana 
to the United States, including those she derived from Great 
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Britain, by the treaty of 1763. It established the Missis- 
sippi as "the irrevocable boundary between the territories 
of France and Great Britain ; " and thereby the latter sur- 
rendered to France all her claims on this continent, west of 
that river ; including, of course, all within the chartered 
limits of her three colonies, which extended to the Pacific 
Ocean. On these, united with those of France, as the pos- 
sessor of Louisiana, we rest our claim of continuity, as ex- 
tending to that ocean, without an opposing claim, except 
that of Spain, which we have since acquired, and, conse- 
quently, removed, by the treaty of Florida. 

The existence of these claims, the counter-statement 
denies, on the authority of Mr. Jeflferson ; but, as it ap- 
pears to the undersigned, without adequate reasons. He 
does not understand Mr. Jefferson as denying that the Uni- 
ted States acquired any claim to the Oregon territory by 
the acquisition of Louisiana, either in his letter of 1803, 
referred to by the counter-statement, and from which it 
gives an extract, or in the document of 1807, to which it 
also refers. It is manifest, from the extract itself, that the 
object of Mr. Jefferson was, not to state the extent of the 
claim acquired with Louisiana, but simply to state how far 
its unquestioned boundaries extended ; and those he limited, 
westwardly, by the Kocky Mountains. It is, in like man- 
ner, manifest from the document, as cited by the counter- 
statement, that his object was, not to deny that our claims 
extended to the territory, but simply to express his opinion 
of the impolicy, in the then state of our relations with 
Spain, of bringing them forward. This, so far from denying 
that we had claims, admits them by the clearest implication. 
If indeed, in either case, his opinion had been equivocally 
expressed, the prompt measures adopted by him, to explore 
the territory, after the treaty was negotiated, but before it 
was nitified, clearly show that it was his opinion, not only 
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that we had acquired claims to it^ but highly important 
claims, which deserved prompt attention. 

In addition to this denial of our claims to the territory, 
on the authority of Mr. JeflFerson, which the evidence relied 
on does not seem to sustain, the counter-statement intimates 
an objection to continuity, as the foundation of a right, on 
the ground that it may more properly be considered, to use 
its own words, as demonstrating the greater degree of inter- 
est which the United States possess, by reason of contigu- 
ity, in acquiring territory in a westward direction. Contigu- 
ity may, indeed, be regarded as one of the elements constitu- 
ting the right of continuity, which is more comprehensive, 
and is necessarily associated with the right of occupancy, as 
has. been shown in statement A. It also shows that the 
laws which usage has established, in the application of the 
right to this continent, give to the European settlements, 
on its eastern coasts, an indefinite extension westward. It 
is now too late for Great Britain to deny a right on which 
she has acted so long, and by which she has profited so much; 
or to regard it as a mere facility, not affecting in any way 
the question of right. On what other right has she extended 
her claims westwardly to the Pacific Ocean, from her settle- 
ments around Hudson's Bay,— or expelled France from the 
east side of the Mississippi, in the war which terminated in 
1763? 

As to the assumption of the counter-statement, that Lou- 
isiana, while in the possession of Spain, became subject to 
the Nootka Sound Convention, which, it is alleged, abrogated 
all the claims of Spain to the territory, including those ac- 
quired with Louisiana, it will be time enough to consider it, 
after it shall be attempted to be shown that such, in reality, 
was the effect. In the mean time the United States must 
continue to believe that they acquired from France, by the 
treaty of Louisiana, important and substantial claims to the 
territory. 
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The undersigned cannot assent to the conclusion to which, 
on a review of the whole ground, the counter-statement ar- 
rives, — that the present state of the question is, that Great 
Britain possesses and exercises, in common with the United 
States, aright of joint occupancy in the Oregon territory, of 
which she can be divested only by an equitable partition of 
the whole between the two powers. He claims, and he 
thinks he has shown, a clear title on the part of the United 
States to the whole region drained by the Columbia, with 
the right of being reinstated and considered the party in 
possession, while treating of the title ; in which character he 
must insist on their being considered, in conformity with pos- 
itive treaty stipulations. He cannot, therefore, consent that 
they shall be regarded, during the negotiation, merely as oc- 
cupants in common with Great Britain. Nor can he, while 
thus regarding their rights, present a counter-proposal, based 
on the supposition of a joint occupancy merely, until the 
question of title to the territory is fully discussed. It is, in his 
opinion, only after such a discussion, which shall fully present 
the titles of the parties respectively to the territory, that their 
claims to it can be fairly and satisfactorily adjusted. The 
United States desire only what they may deem themselves 
justly entitled to ; and are unwilling to take less. With 
their present opinion of their title, the British Plenipoten- 
tiary must see that the proposal he made, at the second con- 
ference, and which he more fully sets forth in his counter- 
statement, falls far short of what they believe themselves 
justly entitled to. 

In reply to the request of the British Plenipotentiary, 
that the undersigned should define the nature and extent of 
the claims which the United States have to the other por- 
tions of the territory, and to which allusion is made in the 
concluding part of statement A, he has the honor to inform 
him, in general terms, that they are derived from Spain, by 
the Florida treaty, and are founded on the discoveries and 
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explorations of her navigators ; and which they must re- 
gard as giving them a right, to the extent to which they can 
be established, unless a better can be opposed. 

J. C. Calhoun. 

The Rt Hon. Richard PakenqjiiIi Ac 



Mr, Pakenham to Mr. Calhoun, 

Washinoton, Jan, 15M, 1845. 

Sir: — I did not fail to communicate to Her Majesty's 
Government all that had passed between us, with reference to 
the question of the Oregon boundary, up to the end of last 
September, as detailed in the written statements interchanged 
by us, and in the protocols of our conferences. 

Those papers remain under the consideration of Her Maj- 
esty's Government ; and I have reason to believe that, at no 
distant period, I shall be put in possession of the views of 
Her Majesty's Government on the several points which became 
most prominent in the course of the discussion. 

But considering on the one hand the impatience which is 
manifested in the United States for a settlement of this ques- 
tion, and on the other the length of time which would prob- 
ably be still required to effect a satisfactory adjustment of it 
l)et ween the two Governments, it has occurred to Her Majesty's 
Government that under such circumstances, no more fair or 
honorable mode of settling the question could be adopted 
than that of arbitration. 

This proposition I am accordingly authorized to offer for 
the consideration of the Government of the United States ; 
and under the supposition that it may be found acceptable, 
further to suggest that the consent of both parties to such a 
course of proceeding, being recorded by an interchange of 
notes, the choice of an arbiter, and the mode in which their 
respective cases shall be laid before him, may hereafter be 
made the subject of a more formal agreement between the 
two Governments. 



REPORTS AND PUBLIC LETTERS. 457 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, sir, you»^ 
obedient servant, 

R. Pakenham. 

Hon. J. C. Calhoun, Ac, 



Mr, Calhoun to Mr, Pakenham, 

Department of State, Washinotox, Jan, 21</, 1845. 

Sir : — I have laid before the President your commuuica- 
tion of the 15th instant, oflfering, on the part of Her Majes- 
ty's Government, to submit the settlement of the question 
between the two countries in reference to the Oregon Territo- 
ry to arbitration. 

The President instructs me to inform you that, while he 
unites with her Majesty's Government in the desire to see the 
question settled as early as may be practicable, he cannot 
accede to the offer. 

Waiving all other reasons for declining it, it is sufficient 
to state that he continues to entertain the hope that the 
question may be settled by the negotiation now pending be- 
tween the two countries ; and that he is of the opinion it 
would be unadvisable to entertain a proposal to resort to any 
other mode, so long as there is hope of arriving at a satis- 
factory settlement by negotiation, and especially to one 
which might rather retard than expedite its final adjust- 
ment. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you the assur- 
ance of my distinguished consideration. 

J. C. Calhoun. 

Fvight Hon. Richard PAKSNHAif, Ac 
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LETTER 

From the Secretary of State, relative to the alleged 

errors of the Sixth Census. 

Depabtmemt of Stats, WASHixoTOsr, Februaiy Sth, 1845. 

Sib, — In compliance with the resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 28th ultimo, directing the Secretary 
of State " to inform this House if any, and what, steps have 
been taken to ascertain whether the errors imputed to the last 
census by the memorials of Edward Jarvis, William Brig- 
ham, and J. Wingate Thornton, and of Thomas Earle and 
others, presented to this House at its last session, praying 
that an inquiry should be made as to the accuracy of the last 
census, and which memorials were referred to, and reported 
upon by the Select Committee on Statistics, be correct or 
not ; and whether the result of the inquiry necessarj'^for that 
purpose has been such as to impeach, or not, the general cor- 
rectness of the same," — I have the honor to state, that I 
deemed it to be my duty, as the correctness of the late cen- 
sus had been questioned during the last session of Congress, 
and the errors imputed to it had received, to a certain extent, 
tlie sanction of one of the committees of the House, to 
adopt such measures as the department could, with proprie- 
ty, in order to ascertain whether the errors imputed to that 
important statistical document, on which tlie distribution of 
power among the States of this Union, and the legislation 
of Congress, for the time, must so much depend, were well 
founded or not. For this purpose I employed William A. 
Weaver, Esq., as a person in every way well qualified to per- 
form the task of making a thorough investigation of the sub- 
ject. He was originally appointed by Mr. Forsyth, and 
continued by Mr. Webster, to superintend the taking of the late 
census, including the correction of the returns of the marshals, 
and of the proofs of the printed documents. The memorials 
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addressed to Congress^ impeacliing its correctness, with the 
report of the committee in reference to them, were placed in 
his hands, with the direction to give the subject a thorough 
and impartial investigation, and to report the result to the 
department. 

A copy of his report is herewith enclosed, which will 
furnish the information called for by the resolution of the 
House. 

It would seem, from its statements, that great and unusu- 
al care was taken in order to insure accuracy in the late 
census ; and that many items charged as errors in it by the 
memorialists, are, in fact, errors on their part ; while, as to 
the greater part of the residue, it is a matter of doubt wheth- 
er they be errors or not. Many items, for instance, charged 
us errors under the head of " education," involve mere ques- 
tions of classification ; and whether they be errors or not, 
depends on the fact whether the classification adopted by the 
marshals, or by the memorialists, be that intended by the 
act providing for the taking of the census. 

But, as the great object of the memorialists, in imputing 
gross and glaring errors to the late census, seems to be to 
destroy its credit, because it exhibits the condition of the 
free negroes of the non-slaveholding States to be so much 
worse than that of the slaves of the other States, in refer- 
ence to the far greater prevalence of insanity, blindness, 
deafness, and dumbness, comparatively, among the former 
than the latter, the report has given this part of the subject 
a more full and thorough examination. 

The result would seem fully to sustain the correctness of 
the census on this highly important point. After examin- 
ing and pointing out, in detail, the erroneous statements and 
conclusions of the memorialists, it proceeds to sustain the 
correctness of the census in this respect, by evidence drawn 
from the preceding census in 1830. That provided for tak- 
ing the number afflicted by the same diseases, omitting that 
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of insanity. Table marked A (included in the report) form- 
ed from the returns of the two, omitting cases of insanity in 
the latter, exhibits their comparative results as to the num- 
ber of deaf, dumb, and blind. It will be found, on reference 
to it, that the census of 1830 strikingly confirms, through- 
out, the late census, as to the far greater prevalence of these 
diseases among the free. blacks of the non-slaveholding States, 
compared with the slaves of the other States. But, as con- 
clusive as this collateral evidence may be regarded, it is not 
more so than that drawn from a different source. It is well 
known that there is an intimate connection between extreme 
physical wretchedness and crime. The same causes which 
produce the one, will the other. In order to bring this test 
to bear, a correspondence was opened with the proper State 
authorities, with a view to obtain authentic st^itements as to 
the number of white and colored convicts, including both 
sexes, in their respective State prisons, for the year 1840 and 
the subsequent years. Table marked B gives the results, as 
far as statements have been furnished for 1840, the year the 
census was taken. Like table A, it strongly confirms the 
correctness of the late census, by showing that the preva- 
lence of crime among the negroes of the non-slaveholding 
States, compared with the slaves of the slaveholding States, 
is not less striking than the greater prevalence of disease, as 
exhibited by the same document. 

On a review of the whole, two conclusions, it is believed, 
will be found to follow inevitably. The one is, that the cor- 
rectness of the late census, in exhibiting a far greater preva- 
lence of the diseases of insanity, blindness, deafness, and 
dumbness, stands unimpeachable. That it may contain er- 
rors, more or less, is hardly to be doubted. It would be a 
miracle if such a document, with so many figures and entries, 
did not. But that they have, if they exist, materially affect- 
ed the correctness of the general result, would seem hardly 
possible. Nothing but that the truth is so, would seem ca- 
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pable of explaining the fact that^ in all the non-slaveholding 
States, without exception, the census exhibits, uniformly, a 
far greater comparative prevalence of these diseases among 
the free blacks, than among the slaves of the other States. 
They are, indeed, vastly more so among the most favorable 
of the former, than in the least favorable of the latter. If 
to this be added the corroborative evidence furnished by the 
census of 1830, and the returns furnished by the States 
showing a like greater prevalence of crime, as has been shown, 
the conclusion would seem to be altogether irresistible. Why 
the fact should be so, is a question of deep import. Without 
undertaking to investigate it^ it may be asserted that the 
cause, be it what it may, must be deep and durable. None 
other can account for the uniformity of its operation through 
so many States, respectively, of such wide extent, and placed 
in such different conditions. 

The other conclusion, not less irresistible, is, that so far 
from bettering this condition of the negro or African race, 
by changing the relation between it and the European, as it 
now exists in the slaveholding States, it would render it far 
worse. It would be, indeed, to them, a curse instead of a 
blessing. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedi- 
ent servant, 

J. C. Calhoun. 

To the lion. J. W. Jonis, 

Speaker of the House of RepresentatiTes. 
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